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Dec. 31, 1909 Honnuz oxide. ‘Transmits telegraphic cor- 
reepondeace with Basworah, Uushire, and 
‘Tehran ageuts (Gee Nos. 60 and 214). 


Jan, 1, 1910 


ending British pu 

ion, Deprecates this, but fears it 
willbe necessary unless money canbe 
plied to Persian Government (wee Part 
XVII, No. 231, and Nos 14, 28, and 48). 


Sitwation in _Azertaijan. Reporte nows of 
‘disturbances in Ardekil district (see No. 19)| 


Loan of Mr, New to Persian Telegraph De- 
rtoneut, Transits Part X3 
inquires views of India Office (See N 


Increase of consular guard at Bunder Abbas, 
‘Coneurs in (see Nos. 20, 22, and 32). 


Alleustion of rights of Persian Government 
Ds Refers to Part 
Me ok ad 

Affairy have no bo 
mfr see 


Advauce to Persian Government. Reports 

for Foreign Mfaiey unwiling 

trite more than 1000002, but 

opes this fact may be concealed by His 

Majesty's Government. Question of larger 
fos (Soe Nos. 13.anid 31) 


Ditancy fn ar Ten 
‘weekly. lary hy His Blajsty 
Consol af Siirsey dexritieg. "Meer 
Tart NX, Now 210 and 952. Report 
preseationn male to Persian Govern | 
int (@oNO2) eee al 
Advance to Persian Government. ‘Reporta 
ouversation with, Minter for Foreign 
‘Maio who bo ls sana 
fis Majesty's Goveenmont cannot jini 
Jarger toa than 400,000 T 
copy af Tete Tet with 
niga Affaire 


‘Turco-Persian frontiers Reports com 
tion with Russhin Motassador respect 
(eeu Part 


| 
Reports representa 

iin Anikessador, 

ilitory attitude of Turk 
Governments Question of attiration, 


for Foreign Affaies in favour of dsoppiang 
tations at Cunstantineple 


Jan, 3 1910 | Advance to Persian ( ents Refers to 
‘Coneurs in necessity for m loan, 














To Sic \. Nicolson 


To India Office 


Tntia Oftce 
Anglo ~ Pe 
Company 


5 Marelay 


To Sir G, Barclay... 


To Sir A, Nicolso 


Nicolson 


-| ate [an 9, 1630 | stoation in ane Toten epmiota 


substance of No, 2 to Minister for 
Foreign Airs. Punitive expaiion may 
bby necessary unless advanco ean be made 
at once (506 No. 21) Ae 


Road guards in Souther Persit. Refors to 
Pa No. 170, ‘Transmits Part XX, 


No. 17 

tion of attitude of His Majesty's Govern 

in view of proposel advance to 

mia Government, ‘Cransanite Part XX, 
Wand 299. 


Topocraphical survey. in Western Persia, 
"Frasshia copy ct telegraph core 
fpmdeneo with, Govorament of Inia 


n of rights of Persian Government 

‘Avey oll concession, Acknowledges 
Part 3S 'No Sh Abd for farther 
formation se esa ne 


Refers to Part XX, No, 805, 

Reports Rahin trying to 

10 terms, but Government detere 
4 to capture him (s00 No, 89) 


ilar juard at Bunder Abbas, Buc 
i( reiniorcement sulicient in view of 
Nod (ONO IO) ves 4 


letra to 
josty's Government hops 

induco Russian Govern 
0 vase their 100,000 to 
200,000, Suggoste advanca ia two instal 
Tents (WONG 38) ve ee 


Consular guard at Bander Abbas, Refers 
to No. h, 
Govortiment of inetaso of (Ho No, 20) 


Guard for oll synidicate's works at Aliwaz, 
Refers to Part XX, Nos. 149 and 
‘and transmits No. 276 ine oA 


Distarbwnces in Fark ‘Transmite Nos, 2 
nd 14, Dispatel of 
ern Persia may be necessary 


nation of rights of Persian Government 
in D'Arey oil concession, Mefers 10. 
Part XX, No, 806. 

No.2) 


| > 
Advaveo to Persian Government. Reports 
| summary’ of memoraidyn recdived from 
Minister for Horeign Affairs advocating 
anger advanco up to 8,000,000 Tussian 
Goverment will "to," advance the 

ove is Russian Bank’ at Tebran 
(see Now. 85 and42) os 
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Sir'A, Nicokon | |Jan, 6, 1910 | Advance to Persian Government. Refers Jan. 10, 1910 | Avance to Persian Government, Reports 
foNo-21, Has communicated 10M discussion Uetween Miniators’ for 12th 
January (900N0. 83). ss 
Minister for Foreign Affuiry on unde- 11, | Loan of Mtr. New to Persian ‘Telegraph De- 
lity ‘of shares‘ of two Governments partiwent. Refers to Part XX, Now 804% 
being unequal (see No. 35) and No, 34, Rossian Government have 
0 objection (wee No.43) ase 

Thcreaso of consular guard at Bunder Abas. 
| Refers to No. 22. "Has explained reasons 45 To SiG, Barclay Tan of Mr, New to Persian Telegraph Do- 
| for torsinister for Foreign Attatrs G mriment, Refers to No. 44. concurs «+ 
| Alleged reports on events in Persia. by 7 Advance to Persian Goverument.  Rnquires 
Colonel Miakhotl.. Transtits official co ‘to oxnct intention with rogard to ho 
tutu to press deb 5 ‘omission an to retention of M, Bizot 
(see No. 62). oe os 

Indin Ofice lige Loan of Mr, New to Persian ‘Telegraph 
t 


Partinent. Coneurs in No, | To Board of Trade « Rou sruards in Southern Persia, No. 98 
| ‘will beborne in ind. 


norease of consular guard at Bunder Abbas, 
Refers to No. O, ‘Transmite telegeara 
from Government of Tadia, recommen i 


| toda Ofice A Boshire-Tspahan road, ‘Tranenits telegram 


‘to Vicorsy referring to No 2, a 
role of prestit detache | 

‘ani maintenance “of guard at propored, 
strength (seo No. 49) ear 


forming of No, 21, Insteacts to maintai 
Tweentlonary meu 
i aaa E Increase of conmular gnard at Bunder Abbas, 
Hwedtottade |» Hod ate Southern Pera Hrs to Rafer to Nov 32, Trnnanit tegen 
parE XK, Ne S00, Tranomsleter Foe | Honor abe ees 
Messrs, Ziegler aud Messrs. Dixon urging Dee Le 
nmediatesetion coo Neti) on ene Situation in Rastom Avetajon, Refors to 
$0.39, Report furtier defst of ara: 
Persian Telegraph: ver Government ammunition at Ahar 
ates 


it A, Nicolyon 





at) . | 19 Situation in Eastern Azerbaijan, Reports 
-Aadeane t r ! lgpatch of 200, Russian troops to recon: 

4 aa ear ert M. tosis a 
Plaion of iadepondent action of miliary 
Titres Commeata 


s A 2 | Road suanis fn Southern Persia, Reporte 
fe ieporte ibatance of memorandum commusicated 
Afnen and neraygemoots made f itor for. ore Ata, giving 
asian Government on (eoposile 
ian. Goverment 
ographicalautvey. in. South - Westen inode nocesty for forwign iatructrs 
No. 17. for gendarmerie and army (ooo Now, 4, 

| ugaging Mee Seott : hank Byes eg ie a 


nilo-Porsian Ol). ‘Topographical survey in So AT Tine Oo 
inpany t Porsia. “Kefers to Part XX, No, 282. | 
Tnfornis of consent given to dispatch of 
telegram ky India’ Oiee agreving (0 | 
‘engagewent of Mr, Scott (See No. 6 


Thala Ofiew 








| Sir. thurclay ation in Easter Azarbal : | Joint loan, Refers to. N Enquires 


SAA ON Dnt 
FIRS stock | Fela cat 
Advanes to Persian Government. Transit) Heo sive arpa 
copy of aide-ménoire “comtiunicated. by | Anglo Persian Oil orsographlonl uttoy ta. Boath - Westbea 
RE Gr onl Prone a me (orate Ron er 
‘sideration of a large loan has wen received, aud suggests enquiry 
eevee parca eemesiel eee 

ling period of his deputation in Cena i 


40 Sir A, Nicolwon 4. 


caleee To SiG. Barclay... Rol guarie in Southern Persia, Bnquires 

is | No. 5% Informs of proposal of 

#» Peian Goren efrs 1g | ‘Trado that surtax. shall bo 
ee om wot 0 Bushiee (seo No. 74) 





Parclay. 


aud road 

38, Bhiuires 
‘ows a4 to aasignient of part of advauce 
10 road guards (see Nos. 62 aud U3) 
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Jan, 19, 1910 | Advance to Persian Government, Instructs 
uest Minster for Poreigu AMfars to 
aulhorio AL, Potlewsi to, ea 
| Sir Gaels on conditions to be attached 
tw frst advatioe of 200,000. (sca Nos 
3, and 85) se 


Indiv Ome Cenival Persia tlograph lise. Refer: to| 
Pare NX, No. 198," Transila two ac- 

re, with copy ef nots 

ie dBase 

pl Departaent Requests tussaision 

to lis Majeatys Minor at Tolra for 


Goan 


| Hormux oxide, Refers to No. 1. ‘Trans: 
| ts turther telegraphic cotrespondenice 
with agent at Telran (seo No. 130) 
Sie G, Bivelay: in Bastorn 
Reps 
make formal protest aguinst di 
= p gt 


eet 

Rosaian. Mi 

| w (s00 None Of, 8h atl 384) 

nnn Fei Tefers to 
i” an cates atnchin 

gendarmerie and railway cot f 

‘aly 200,000 fs advanced (se 


16 Tot. 


G, Barelay 


Mr ‘rorkaljan aod 
tan on nefgliationn or 
advance. ‘Transnita pedis of Ministerial 
rogram .- 


oc mae fo Tali at Nisha 
despatch front Tis Majeaty's 
general at Afeshed,”reparting, 
tations made to Persia 
favour of pashwient of 
tits Meters to Part WX, Nig 20. 
Roations of Pertan Government” with 
longs (s00 NOw210) se ne 
Road betveeen Bander Abbas and) Kerman, 
Contents om proporal mate. yeivately: 
Aporetits dileatty ink concen: 
Hi Trem” Medjisy Country wo 
burvasedl at ponent very uomale 
3 | Monty Transuits for December 
Jan 5, 1910 Fars Verstan 
i ‘sith 
airs respecting. 
Has suggested to Mlulster for Pore 
Muir eben 
insiloests « 














74 | Sir G. Barclay. 


78 To Sir G. Barchy 


£80 | ‘To India Ofico 


81 | To Angio-Per 
‘Company 


9, 1910 


| Rona ‘between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, 





and Meshod-Askatad Railway. Discussed 
funnetion eter theo, sehen 

eaten a sepicious attitude on par 
fille Majesty's Government towards 
Tealisation of schemes tuasian sphere 
(GeeNo. 129) auleg 


Reports 

convereation with M, Sazonofl, Recon 

‘ends ceeuptanice of Russian Goverament’s 

faffer to. navasicn 100,000, iinmeatiately. 
tion of larger Toa 


i 
No oly tions likely (0 be rl 

XX, NO LUZ. Motors to Part XX, No. 200, 
‘Question of organisation of gondarmerio | 


Persian advance, aut road guatdsin Southom, 
Persia, Refers ta, No, 06. Deprocates 
‘consular control of proposed snrtaxy and 
‘also restriction of ‘gurtax to. Bushire. 
Proposes to hold scheme jn aboyan 
No.2), Suxgost His. Majesty's. Gov 
ment should promise to discus larger Ioan 
‘hen approached by Persian Government 
(seo Now 97 wd 98) cess 


Fury. Ropoats. tologram 

is Majesty's consul-encral, Bushir, 
reporting stoppage of trade routes: Action 
‘Of Soulet (S00 Ne, 108) 


oshive-Shiray road, Reply telggram 
{rom Ills Majesty's acting coowulsgoneral 
At Dushino, reporting Soule’ atten to 
divert trad. ito ier route 
tates to aafeguar road (seo Ni 


road, n guendart 
proposition 10. make intervention a 
reseot undesirable. “Only remedy’ New in 
aking advance to Persian Government | 


anco to Persian Goxernment, Refers t 
Now. 62 and $3. Exprosses tlope tnt 
M. Poklowski way be able to persuade | 
Tussin Gavernmient of necessity of 
‘advanco and of gendarmerie cout 
General condition as to railways 
inverted as 





Conteal Persia telegrapl I 
Nos, 59 and, 330 Insteu 
recounts to Persian Gow 
539 and 391) 


| Topographical sarve 
Pein Ack tedg 
of No. 80 (eee N 
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32 | Sir A. Hantingo 
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sr EMinger an 
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Sie AvNiolon 


Thidis Ofteo 
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Jan. 16, 1910 





risquest of Persian 
3y le matte in WE 
‘of his connection with Sund-ed-Dowleh 


Advanco to Persian 
No. 58 Ieporta M. Poklewski hs 


Reporis | 
fo advance 
hingelf avd | 


six enuditions to be attach 

6f 400,000. agreed 0 

Rassian  Ministor. . 
(0s, 87, 88, and 22 


Adyance to Persian Government, Refers to | 
No. Ga, Heyer, nan “Minister at 
in has received necessary instructions 
astofmtalrnce ee 
i 

Refers to No.228, ‘Trunfiits 

Bavelay, informing. of | 


it mcomesip = Cliftonian (see No 120) «| 
Advance to Pe | 
i 


Advance Penn Goverment Ror to 

Not, Reports necessity of preseure 

Ing brogght to bear on sian Govern 
by MePoklewski 


" | 
French consular agent at Mobammerab, 
Infos of appointinent of 


advisability. of cooste 


Mohanmerah line Fe 


approached are 


Increaso of consular guard at Bunder Abbas. 
Tnforms of Nos, 5. 20, and 36, 
nits No. 32. 
accept one moiety of 


sn from ¥ 
piance of appoint 


Advance to Persian Goversmont,‘ransnits | 
gens, of Hier aan 
Foreign Mair, seth reply, respecting 
omits be attached to advatice and 
system of vate 


Reduction (f expen iture on consy 
Tishmentsin Per-ia,Transtnits letter from 
Goseranent of India agreeing to conver 
sion of Turkat-i-llaiart consulate. into, 
native agency. Question of | Russian 

North-Easters Persia 


company's survey 
‘Transwita telogram fom Vieeros, infra 
ings of immediate departure of Afr. Scott 
‘ith to mative surveyors (see No. 121) 


100 


Date, 


Sommer. 








Nicokon ..! 


par 


Mer. Caraegi 


sso | 





Count Beackewlorft Confidential 


Sir G, Barclay 
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25 Tel, 





Jan, 21, 1910 








‘Advateo to Persian Government and road 
arent Nand, Ste 
fest alirmation of goverl pits wi 
Sant to ralirage andro guariee TH 
Geof goat of Tate etn, 

is Majesty's Goverment would be pre: 
foledranen thee fol quot st onea 
neudnniee eee oe 


Advance to Persian Government and road 
Refers to No. 74, His Majesty's 

‘aro propared to advance their 

foll quota at once if conditions regarding 
road guards and gendarmerie and. pro: 
vd aurtex are accepted. Instructs to 

let for Forelin Affairs (9e0 


in South-Western Persia, Refers to 
BI. Informs of immedintn departure 
of Mrs Soott for Persia (seu Nos, 18 ai 
169) : Arce nee 


Seizure of Zl-es-Sultan’s vila 
‘of Ispahan. Refers o Part 
‘Tranazaita communicat 


French financial advisors for Persian Govern 
‘ment. Informs of cotnmunication from, 
man Ambastador at St. Petersburgh 
rotentingg against spocial advantajes in 
Persia being granted to a third Power 
b Husa and England. Proposes 
ruply to Ue roturued (990 No. 120) 
Rog guards in Souther Peraia. Refers to 
‘Nos, 74 and 97, Considers sytem of roxd 
euards impossible to. carry out while 
prownt disorders in Fars continue (Woe 
ou HAL and 999) seen 
Situation in Bastorn Averbaijan, Refers to 
No. 63, Reports withdrawal of Russian 
rweonnoltring. force, Rabin Khan han 
‘appealed to. Iuasian gud ‘Turkish consilse 
eneral for protection, and lattor appears 
> bo inteigning. with’ him, Attitudy of 
M, Poklowaki 


Proceedings of 
“Trbroee, “Mepeats telegram 
Majosty'sacting consul general at Ts 
reporting ot flaw made represen 
togeiher with Iussian MinistOr to Tuskish 
Ambassador (060.No. 127) ee as 


Bshire-Shinas road. Refors to Now 76 and 
76. ‘Trait ot w standstill. Us islet 
tHhat Persian Government should announce 
for what route they accept responsibility 


ial adel 
Reports, that Count Benekendorit 
‘columunieate particulars of German r= 
Presentations respecting 


Agate to Poian Goverment, 
No. 98 Reports conversa 
Minister for Foreiga Affairs, from which 


Majesty's Goveroment of thelr full quota, 
Question of larges Ioan (se0 No. 111) ss 
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‘Jan. 24, 1910 | Advance to Persian Government. Pro 
‘advance of 400,000), conditional on 
tndertaking by Persian Government to, 

ly eventually forlargerloan, » Submits 
sof usslan Government on propose 
| conditions ven 


Date. | 
] 
| 
| 


Advauee to Persian Government. Reports | 


from Minister for Foreign Afairs, 
mediate action ia matter of 


Slates of Bakhtiar’ khans 


i z 
thzough Hs Majesty comma at 
‘sn a possible (eco 3 


Advance to Persian Government. Refers 
to Nos. 07, 102, and Expl 
ensons for’ waiving gendarmerie 
railway eonitions’ in ease of advancn of. 
‘aly 200,000 (see Nos, 112, 116, and 122) 


| Advance to Penjan Government. Has been 
informed by Russian Minister that railway. 

| gmiborio expires in April 1910, "Refers to 
No dit 


| Saal mse of to Tn 
Transits No. Of; Proposes to approve 
action takon (i No.198) se | 
Buosor Abbas-Kerman telegraphs, ‘Trans- 
ita No. 67, with comm as S 





| Disturbanco besireen Rakhi 
MaidaivieNs 
dence respect 


i guar 
‘Tranamits corres 
Tcldent now elosed 


from thinl Fowee tl | 
sian foam discharged (ace No. 192) 


request of Zi 
tations shall Le made 

os to do v0 Fit 

(200 Nos, 128 and 194). | 


Situation j 
to Inf 
nent wil ppt th 
: mao reyes 
tuople with regard to eo 
utkiah conwulgentral at Tabrees (0 
Waid 172) re ee 
nop Par, taf of 
nstrance made by Persian Legation 
Thus ols at 
tut gaat Capac of Mustan 
expetiio ft Northern Posi ss 
foul a 
Tepes 
mdideaton of 


for Persian Govern 


11 


133 


To Sie, Bertio .. 


Mesera. Bllinger and 


Co 


Memorandum 
‘unicated 
Persian Mini 


fo Auglo-Persian Oil 
Company 


Boat of Trade 


151 | Manchester Chazaber 


‘of Commerce 


Sir G, Barclay 





36 Tel, 


1910 


Advance ts Persia Government. Refers to 
116, Formal 

pplication for larger lat 

Suggests bringing into force article $ of 

‘Anglo-Mssian convention in favour of a 

loan, Condition as to Russian instructions 

undesirable, Refers to No. 109 aA 


‘5 villages by 
1. Refers to No. 100. 


ial needs of Persia, ‘Transits sums 
tary of article in * Novos Vremya” dise 
Cr ye oat is ly 


Iagencral at Tabrocy with, 
Khan, and of representations male 
‘kish Ambassador at ohran. 


Mormug oxide. Refers to No. $6, nforms 
that“ Giftonan 

Tijuests that Sir Gs Harelay may bo ine 
formed by cables es 


erbaljon, Refers toNo. 104, Ine 

hasaador 
Jn ropreseniations ns to conduct of Turkish 
consulegeneral at Tahoe (80 Nov 1) 


ited hy Secretary of Persian Lega: 
ceive canals 
as cea MC Ea 


Roa Detween Bondor AVas aid Kerio, 
Ttefers 10 Goneuen in remarks 
relativo to Askabisl-Mesiod Railway. Tn- 
truets not to. miention question of pros 
posed road to Russian Goverment +s 


Road quand ty Southwen Persia, Refers to 
0.47. Inform of objections raised by 
barclay: to restriction of 10 percent, 

surtax to Bisbire, Urges oxtensid of 
fsurtax to all Gulf ports 7 nf 


Situation in Raster Averlaijans Refers to 
No. 128. Informs of No. 103}, Tn view of 
faction of Russian Government, His Mae 
fey Govornment cannot inervene at 
te Potersburgh =. nt 


Sharon of Balti Klin in Anglo-Persinn 
‘Ol Companys tafor of Nov, Ske 
fest eon co No 133) 


Roads in Southern Persia. 
from Monsra, Vion 
tioulars of illegal exact 
rmuleteers (wo Nos. 105 aul 


ne pate 
wie on 


Persia Iniuites 

giver 
answer to former eotmplaints as to stato of 
Frads (ste NOAT) yy ee 


Bushire-Shiraz road, Persian Go 
have ctepted responsibility for road 
runing tovirreh ewe 

















‘To Sir G. Barclay 


Sir G, Barclay. 


SirG, Lowther 


Tudia Ofico 





+.) 32°Tet, 


38 Te 


fe a. 
Confidential 


12 To, 


48°, 





Advance. to. Persian Government. 
Banded to Anite for: Foreign Aftee 
ideménoire in sous of No. 12, apd told 
Him that His’ Majety's Government do 
of with to” overburden advance with 
Coniitions (te Nos. 158 and 113) 

| 

Hormuz oxide, Informs of intended ship- 
tent of, by Meare fllinger see 

ola vance, Refers to No, 186, Rass 

inter certainly telegraphed. Contions 
assian Minster for Foselzn ars mest 
‘be under some misunderstanding: ZA 

‘Turkish cousalgeneral st Talevox. Turkish 

Ambassador denies intrigues of .« | 


Propeedinge of Turkish consel-gever at | 
TabreeaMfostec for Foreign Aare bas 
aI 
ech financial advisers to tho Persian | 

‘Governmes 

nade by German Atl 

for Fortin Alain protecting ngatat 
twerion ty Frade el 

Patio Parla 


Minister for 
{0 propos, 
Goreramet ulin ates 

‘quota until Persian Govern 

have applied for a loan ~ 


‘Tureo-Persian frontior. Refers to No. 980, 
Reports representation made 

Foreign Affairs 

ruplies (seo Nos, 2 


Eastern Azorbalja 
Reports instructions give 
Ambassador at ‘Tehran to 
leoneral at 
igh Affairs 


Advance to Persian Goverament Ri 
No. 196. Considees that six conditions 
should be main é 


ee 
sod ierl gel 


Further assurances. desired by 
Mobaunerab. Teatemits Part X 
18, Thiessen (x Neu 238) 


ioe 

fore X08. Pheu Unt are: 
tious to Mr. Set to peveure cap equip: 
toent in Tia are to co 
‘Coupe wishes (oe 


Road between Bunler Abbas and. Kerman, 
Refers No. 114. Concurett Noe it 
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3180 | Mr. F.C. Strick 


To Talia OBie 


Sir A. Nicolion 


Yells Sultan 


160 | India Oice 


101 | Sie G, Barclay 


103 | TosieG.tuehy 


164 | To Board of Trade 





{Considential 





Jan, 31, 1010 


Fob. 1, 





Hormux oxide, Refers to No. 60. ‘Tra 
its farter telegraphic correspondence 
‘with Tehran ageut 5 


Boshire-Shirax road, Refers to No, 183. 
Reports Persian Government have. ac- 
cepted responsibility for Jirreh route 


Advance to Persian Government, Has 
formed Minister for Foreign Afairs of 
ibstance of No. 146, and asked early 
wer from Hussian Government. to 
propos ee ae) Te5 


st be let to 


Dolivery to Bakhtiari Khana of shares duo 
to them. Acknowledjes No.1, Points 
‘out that shares not deliverable tilt ofl has 
passed through tho pipet. Informs of 
Teports as to intention of Ktians to sell 
their shares, Requesta diepateh of tolo- 
‘grata inthis wouro (soo No, 177 +4 


Advance to Persian Government. Question 
‘will bo decided sliortly ata council. 


Protection for Zao Stan's fy a pros 
erty, Tranwnits Tete to tha Moet 
Ue Ring, reuesting (00 No. 220) eu 


‘Toprgeaphieal_ survey ta South = Waster 
Petia Hetern to No, 12. ‘ransite 
telogram from Viewoyroperting Wnt of 
Mr. Sootts departure (bea No, 1 


in Aujglo-Porsian 
Oil Company, Wefers to Now 110. Pro 
pose tnt His Majesty's consul aliould be 
thade chaniel of delivery whoueverit takes 
place (seo NO. 163) seek a 


Shares of Bak Anglo-Persian 
Gil Company. Company oppesel to pro 
sin Nok 110.and 162, enquires as to 


Now 170and 177) 4. 


Road guards in Southern Persia, Toforms of 
Noble see eee eee ee 


Persia. Acknowledges 
‘No, 133, Persian Government powerlose 
to provent illegal exactions, and. Tis 
Majesty's Government consider it useless 








tw tenew representations... 
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Name, 


‘Treasury ++ 


Anglo -Tersian Oil 
Company 


Sir G, Barely 
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1, lino 15,—Por © tho Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs” read “ the Rossian Minister 


7, line 1.—Por # 17th dune” read “12th 
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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Parr XXL. 


[93] No.1. 
Mr. F. ©, Strick to Foreign Office —(Received January 1, 1910.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, December 31, 1909. 
REFERRING to my previous letters, I now beg to enclose copies of furthor 
cablograms exchanged between my firm and its Bussorah houso, and its Bushire and 
‘Tehran agents, on the subject of Hormuz oxide. 
Thave, &. 
FRANK 0, STRIOK. 


Enclosure in No, 1, 


Copies of Cablegrams received and sent by Frank ©. Strick and Co., Limited, in 
‘connection with Hormus Oxide Business. 

RECEIVED from D. Brown, Tehran, the 24th December :— 

“Your telegram to hand. ‘The understanding is that any shipments will alter 
terms offer.” 

Received from F, C. Strick and Co,, Limited, Bussorah, tho 26th December :— 

“Mouin-ut-Tujjar roplies offering 16s, ono shipment, Reis states West Hartlepool 
‘Steam Navigation Company, Limited, quoted same.” 

Sent to F, ©, Strick and Co,, Limited, Bussorah, the 28th December :— 

“ Mouin-ut-Tujjar, beg to decline the offer, A. Weir and Co. offering 20s, per ton 
(2,240 Ibs.).” 

Received from A, and 'T, J. Malcolm, Bushire, the 27th December :— 


“Wo have a telegram from Mouin-ut‘Tujjar informing ws he will supply a full 
and complete cargo Hormuz oxide, January shipment, 16s. per ton of 2,240 Ibs., to be 
discharged at two ports only, Europe. ‘Telegraph if you accept, Tolegraph name of 
Steamer Telograph what ‘date you expect to be ready. We are informed by 
Mouis-:Tujar have ofr fom other houses, but much prefer to try to do the business 
with us.” 


Received from A. and T. J. Malcolm, Bushire, the 27th December :— 


“Please reply to this and our previous telegram immediately. Tmmediate reply. 
ui 


required so that we get it to-day. 


Wwo ports of discharge to be named on signing 
704) B 





2 


bills of lading, probably Norden, Avonmouth. Mouin-ut-Tujjar promises try to do the 
business with you.” 


Sent to A. and T. J. Malcolm, Bushire, the 28th December :— 


“‘Mouin-ut-Tujjar, beg to decline the offer, A. Weir and Co. offering 20s, per ton 
(2,240 Ibs.).” 


Received from A. and ‘T. J. Malcolm, Bushire, the 29th December = 
“Monin-utTujjar, what is the lowest rate you can accept?” 


Sent to A. and T, J. Maleolm, Bushire, the 29th December :— 
“We must decline, Mouin-ut-Tujjar humbugging.” 





No. 2. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1.) 


fo. 1.) 
aa raphic.) P, Tehran, January 1, 1910. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 812 of the 15th December, I have the honour 
to report that [have received from His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz an able and 
comprehensive despatch dealing with the situation created on the IspahanBushire road 
by the recent depreditions of the Bori-Ahmadi tribesmen, 

‘This tribo, thanks to its successful operations, and above all to its recent uttack on 
M, Passok, has gained far-reaching prestige and a formidable power, and Mr, Bill is of 
opinion that its punishment is urgently demanded, He believes that the only Pei 
potable of undertaking such measures would be a joint force of Kashga 
Bakhtinris, a combination which seems thwarted by the jealousy of the two chiefs, 6 
that the time when mere abstention on our part will fail to meet the pressing necessities 
of the case cannot of necessity be far distant, if it is not already at hand, He advocates 
the punishment of the tribe by a British expedition, 

UUNshoue da taees tg aunts" atapi 86 tie ypreannt iomeBbyie itor aiey 
conviction that we shall be forced at no distant date to consider the necessity of depurt 
ing from our policy ox formulated in your telegram to Sir A. Nicolson of the drd 
February unless the Persian Government are promptly supplied with funds, It is 
impossible indefinitely to tolerate. the present stato of things which fs so serious that 
the Russian consul-yeneral is unable to proceed on his journey from Shiraz 
Bushire. 

Tt is clear that Mr, Bill does not believe that Persian Government are able to 
punish these outlaws, Be that as it may, prompt fineneial help can alone give them a 
chance of restoring order, and as the defeat of Ruhin Khan's force in the north, reported 
yesterdy, will naturally add to Government's prestige, the present moment is espocially 
‘opportune for the granting of an advance, 

The sovere cold has lately forced the tribesmen to abandon the road, but this 
improvement cannot necessarily be lasting. 





(128) No. 3. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received January 1.) 


‘No, 2.) 

{Msiegeaphie) P. St. Petersburgh, January 1, 1910. 
TWAS told to-day by M. Isvolsky that he had had unsatisfactory news from 

tho Ardebil district, to the effect that Sarab was threatened and that brigands were 

infesting the trade routes. He did not know to which Farty these brigands belonged 


He had also heard that rebel tribes had surrounded Ephrem and that his position was 
recarious, Press telegrams from ‘Tehran, on the other hand, reported that Rahim 
han had been defeated by Ephrem. ‘These conflicting reporis made it dificult to 

ascertain the true state of affairs. 


(2) No. 4, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 1, 1910. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of 
a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,” reporting the desire of the Persian 
Government for the loan of a telegraph officer for a period of six months, to assist in 
the reorganisation of the Persian ‘Telegraph Department, and strongly recommending 
that this wish should be complied with by the selection of Mr. New for the duty. 

It will be within Viscount Morley’s recollection that when in the course of last 
summer it was proposed to place Mr, New’s services at the temporary disposal of the 
same administration to undertake the duty of corresponding with foreign telegraph 
departments and certain other work, the Russian Government raised objections on the 
ground that the holder of the post would have control over all. messages passing over 
Porsian wires, and that he ought not therefore to be either of British or of Russian 
nationality. ‘The proposal was therefore dropped (seo correspondence ending with 
Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 14th August last), 

In view, however, of the considerations advanced by Sir G, Barclay, and of the 
fact that the purpose for which Mr. New’s services are required is not the same as on 
the former occasion, and may therefore not be open to the same objection from the 
Russian point of view, Sir E. Grey is disposed, if Lord Morley concurs, to instruct His 
Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh to express to the Russian Government the 
hope that they will consent to the proposed arrangement, 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLED, 





No. 5. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 2.) 


phie) P, Tehran, January 2, 1910. 

Tr MS traffic. 

His Majesty's acting consul-general at Bushire has been instructed by Government 
of India to engiire my views regarding his proposal that the consular escort. at Bunder 
‘Abbas, in view of possible danger of attack from Afighan gun-ruonors, should be 
temporarily increased fom sergeant and fiteen men to native olicor and thirty men, 

Already over 300 Afghans have arrived at Bunder Abbas, and consulate is situated 
in a most exposed position. é a, : 

Tn viow of theso fasts I have replied that T concur in the temporary increase of the 
‘consular guard and shall inform Persian Government in due course. 





(126) No. 6. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Baward Grey.—(Reecived January 2.) 
No. 3) 
eipeaphie) P, Tehran, January 2, 1910, 

‘OIL company. 

In reply to Your telegram No, S11 of the 80th December, T have ‘the honour to 
report that Mr. Blake informs me he has no hope of succeeding in his object. 

Thave strongly dissuaded Minister for Foreign Affiirs from entering into proposed 
transaction, and he confirma the above, In the event of the negotiations taking. a 
more favourable turn, which is extremely unlikely, he has promised to communicite 
with me. 





* Sir G, Barclay, No, 822, Telographio, December $1, 1909, 
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(124) No. 7. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 2.) 
(No. 3.) 
f 2, hic) P. St, Pelersburgh, January 2, 1910. 
ROPOSED advance to Persia. 

Tam informed by M. Iavolsky that he hopes very shortly to let me have a reply in 
writing to the communication which I made to him. He states that Russia will be 
ready to contribute 100,001, to the advance. They cannot put down a larger sum 
‘without obtaining the consent of the Duma, and the Government are unwilling to ask 
for the consent of that assembly, as such a course would probably render a debate 
inevitable, Moreover, for about a month from now the Duma will not be sitting. 

M. Isvolsky asked whether it would not be possible to avoid mentioning the 
exact sums provided by each Government, so as not to reveal the fact that the sum 

ut down by His Majesty's Government was go much larger than that contributed by 

russia, He is still of opinion that consideration should be given to the question of @ 
argo loan, but the written communication which he promises may contain proposals on 
that point, and it would be well to await it. 





(1e4y No.8. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 3, 1910.) 


(Xo. 220) 
‘Tehran, December 17, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a weekly diary which I 
havo revived from Mr, Bill, His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, reporting on the 
recent attack by tribesmen on the caravan of M, Bassck and M. Kudloubovsky on the 
Shiraz-Bushiro rond, and on the present position of Saham-ed-Dowleh, the governor- 
general of Fars, 

Mr, Bill considers, and his opinion is shared by M, Passel, that we should un 
the Persian Government to take a strong line against Souleted-Dowleh, the chief of the 
Kashgais, whoa insubordinate attitude hus had the effet of weakening tho authority of 


the governor-general. 
You, will hnve meen fom my telegrams Nos, €08 and €19 of tho th and 
hot 


16th instant: respectively that, although when we made representations in the sense 
desired by the two constls, the. Persian Government expressed their entire agreement, 
they have evidently thought it better to temporise with this powerful chief; and 
however little this course may recommend itself to Mr, Bill and M. Passek, my Russian 
colleague and I, as T have already reported by telegram, have thought it wiser not to 
press the Persian Government to take measures which, in their present condition, they 
Apparently think imprudent, 

When again making representations to the Persian Government: yesterday, 
therefore, my Russian colleague and T instructed our dragomans merely to urge upon 
the Minister of the Interior the imperative necessity of taking effective and prompt 
measures. in Fars for the purpose of restoring order in the province and opening the 
trade routes. 

Sardar Assad declared that the governor had been given categorical instructions in 
this sense, and that measures were being taken by the Bakhtiaris to keep the road open 
and secure north of Shiraz, If the present governor of Shiraz was unable to keep the 
Bushire road open, he would have to be dismissed, and another and stronger man found 
to replace him, 

gather that Saham-ed-Dowleh is likely to be replaced at no distant date, and 
that there is no present intention of pressing matters with Soulet-ed-Dowleh, the 
Kasbgai leader. 
Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No, 8. 


Memorandum by Acting Consul Bill respecting Shiraz News for week ending 
December 1, 1909, 


THE week has been a very eventful one, At 6 vat. on the 24th a telephone 
message was received from the telegraph gholam at Dastarjin to the effect that the 
caravans accompanying the Russian consul-general had been attacked and the whole 
party carried off: While Mr. Bill was writing this news to the karguzar, a gholam of 
the Russian consulate arrived, together with a Persian Cossack from Khaneh Zinian 
with a pencilled note trom M. Passek, and a letter from the karguzar, M. Passele 
stated that he had had a sharp fight with robbers, and had one Cossack killed and five 
men wounded. (This was a slip; the number of wounded was three.) He asked for 
medical assistance, After wranging with Dr. Woollatt to leave as soon as a sufficient 
escort should be provided, M snt to see the governor-general and told him the 
news, asking at the same time that orders should be immediately issued for all the 
available Cossacks to accompany him and the doctor to Khanch Zinian at once. ‘This 
was at once arranged, and the Governor also telegraphed to Kazerun directing that: 
foroe of 300 tufangehis from there, 300 from Kamarij, 900 from Khist. ond Shabancara, 
and 200 soldiers of Mansur-es-Sultanch’s and the Mamasenni detachment should be 
collected at once to surround the robbers. ‘The party escorting the doctor left about: 
midnight, with the object of renching Khanch Zinian as soon as 1b should be light 
enough approach the place with proper precautions, It consiste of His Majesty's 
consul, Dr. Woollatt, a volunteer in the person of Mr. Livingstone, twelve sowirs 
of the consular escort, and twenty Persian Cossacks under two officers, ‘The behaviour 
of the sowars through this trying aud extremely cold march was excellent, Ab 
Khanch Zinian (6,800 feet) the eold was eo severe that a running rivulet outside the 
carayanserai was frozen over, but the men continued scouting energetically all the way, 
The beba ersians Cossicks also was good, but. they complained a good deal 
of the cold and were inclined to lag a little, No sign of robbers was seen on the road, 
and on arrival at Khaneh Zinian it was found that they had gone apparently. straight 
off with their booty. ‘The caravanserai was full of pilgrims, v over their losses, 
and cursing the Persian Government and the local authorities. ‘They surrounded 
Mr. Bill, beguing him to get their goods buck, and several asked why we did not 
take the road into our own hands and make it, as one traveller observed, “like 
Bombay 

‘The wounded were found able to travel, after surgical attention, and a telephone 
message wis sent to Shiraz for “kajawabs” and everything necessary. ‘The whole 
party was brought in on the 26th, the march being made with great ction and the 
Couritry well scouted. No sign of robbers was se 

Mess of the attage was, a section ‘of ths stad. ying in Wrerwile andl ony, 
bed of the Kara Agatch River, about 2 amiles from Khaneh Zinian, ‘The caravan was 
a very large one, estimated by M. Passek to contain 200 mules, ‘There was a good 
deal ‘of merchandise—chiefly carpets, tragucanth, and opium—and a linge crowd of 
pilgrims, who had been waiting the opportunity to travel, as they thought, in safety. 
At the moment of the first attack the head of the earavan had neatly reached. tho 
point where the road leaves the river bed, about 4 miles from Khaneh Zinian, and the 
extreme rear, which was brought up by the Russian party, was just reachin 
the bridge, about 2 miles out, ‘The whole of the intervening’ space’ was crowde 
with mules, donkeys, and travellers on foot, ‘The first volley was fired by concealed 
robbers at the head of the caravan, which was guarded by Haji Khairullab, the 
kadkluda of Khanch Zinian, with fifteen tufangchis and six Persian infantry soldien 
Haji Khairullah was well Known for courage, and it was the evident object of the 
robbers to get him out of the way at the first discharge, ‘They were successful, for ho 
fell at the first shot, and his tufangebis took no further part in the fighting, ‘The next 
abjest was to eut off the Russian party in the rear and provent thei irom coming 
the ussintance of the caravan, Che robbers consequently concentrated thoir fre on 
M. Passek’s party, firing on them from both sides of the river. For several minutes 
they were under a very hot fire and were forced to take cover under the overhanging 
bank of the actual watercourse of the Kara Agatch, Abandoning the road, they 
worked their way gadually back to Khaneh Zinian, under fire all the time. ‘Two 
horses were killed on the road, and one man killed and one wounded as they were 
descending into the river, 





‘At the time of the first attack a pilgrim said, in the hearing of the Russian 
oasilate gholar, that he eav Mohamed All Khan Rachgul- 

‘The four Persian Cossacks fell back on the Russian party fighting bravely ; two 
‘of them were wounded close by the bridge. 

The Cossacks were sent out after everything became quiet and brought in the 
dead body. No satisfactory evidence of the perpetrators was obtainable in Khaneh 
Zininn; "The villagers declared unanimously that, the robbers were Boir Ahmadi, but 
This i dinconted ri , and. the tribe itself is of 

gai. 


di 


new 
any 


‘The body of the Russian Cossack was buried on the 27th at the Armenian church 
with full military honours. M, Passel entrusted the organisation of the procession to 
Lieutenant Lang, R.N., who made admirable arrangements. The whole of the British 
etachment formed an escort round the gun carriage, and the whole Persian garrison 
was in attendines, ‘The coffin was carried through the narrow street by British 
marines aud Russian Cossacks, and the firing party over the grave consisted of three 
marines, five Russian Cossacks, and four Persian Cossicks, the whole under the British 
sergeant, ‘The governorzeneral accompanied the cortdge half-way to the church, a 
proceeding by which he has incurred some odium among the more fanatical portion’ of 
the population, and the karguzar was present throughout the ceremony. ‘The 
Russian consul-general entertained the native troops of the British detachment on 
their return from the ceremony, and the Cosscks entertained the marines on the 
following day, the marines returning the compliment at the consulate on the 1st, 

‘Tso attempts to disturb the peace of the town were made during the week. On 
the 27th the pilgrims robbed in the Russian earay: i 'd to the Govern 
ment House aud obstructed the gove starting for the fu 
the Russian Cossack, ‘They surrounded his Excellency, demanding the return of their 
goo and aking why he aoeupted the post if he war not able to cary out his duties 
ventually they abused him in most improper terms, and an attempt to raise a riot 
seems to have been niade, the crowds running through the streets near the Ark with 
cries of “Ya Ali,” &o, ‘There was no great response, and the crowd gradually 
dispersed, 

On the same evening a crowd came to the palace accompanying the body of a man 
soho, Nad oat Ween AKON Sean ue Kanara Gate, They Wedaicd/ that Ly waaahot 
improperly by a policeman, ‘The enquiry was postponed to the tollowing day. | Next 
rmoming & lange armed crowd gradually collected round the body, which, was in the 
inner courtyard, nour the governor-general’s private apartments. ‘They loudly demanded 
the immediate execution of the alleged oulprit. ‘The governor-general replied that he 
could execute no man without proof, and referred them to the Shara Court. They 
refused to take the order, and a scene of great confusion ensued during which, after 
several shots had been fired, the governor escaped from the palace. ‘The karguzsr and 
Nasr-ed-Dowleh went on foot to the latter's quarter to collect men. After a short 
interval, during which the governor-yeneral’s private apartments were plundered by the 
mob, Subam-ed-Dowleh re-entered the palace, a few shots were fired into the air by 
‘the Cossacks from a tower commanding the courtyard, and the whole crowd bolted like 
rabbits, even abandoning the corpse. 

Hie Majesty's consul, on the sound of fring, wentto the Russion consulate: ond 
discussed the situation with M, Passek, with special reference to the safety of Russian 
subjects in the town, M. Kadloubovsky had already left to investigate the position, 
and Mr, Bll (lowed him, accompanied by Lieutenant Lang. Ho found everything at 
the Government House perfectly normal and the governor-general just finishing lunch. 
He made light of the whole affair, declaring that he could have put'an end to the whole 
business whenever he pleased, as he had the Cossacks within call, but that he saw that 
the object of the affair was to make him fire on the crowd and give a pretext for a 
general riot, This is very probably true, but there can be no doubt a volley fired in 
the air, as soon as the crowd assumed a threatening attitude, would have dispersed 
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them without trouble and without the heavy loss of prestige which the governor- 
eral haa undoubtedly aufored. For the moment the alair ie in aboyaoos apparently 
Fecanse Nasr-ed-Dowleh has warned the relatives of the deoeased not to lend themaelves 
to agitators, and has backed his warning with money and threats, But the affair has 
clearly demonstrated the helplessness of the present administration, ‘There was a 
roloiged discumsion ‘on’ the aifuation between te goveruor-gstcral and Muvakkared- 
jowleh in Mr. Bill's presence, as a result of which a strong telegram to Tehran was 
drafted which Me, Bil took to the English office hinself 
On the 30th, after « prolonged consultation with M. Passek, Mr. Bill and 
M. Kadloubovsky ‘asked the governor for a private unofficial conversation on the 
situation, ‘They saw the governor-general at first, quice alone, and afterwards in the 
presence of Muvakkard-Dowleh, Mr. Bill speaking for both consulates, onmpluined! 
that in view of the dangerous position of allairs they were naturally anxious about 
the safety of their subjects and the security of the trade route. ‘They were conyineed 
that at ‘the, present ‘moment the only possible hope for order in Fars was in the 
retention of powers by Saham-ed-Dowleh aud the provision for him of adequate force. 
‘They, consequently, requested him in a friendly way to explain to them quite frankly 
how matters stood, and they ventured to reoatnmerid— 


(a.) That the detachment of Cossacks at present scattered in parties of five and 
ten in various parts of the province should be collected in Shiraz for the security of 
his person, and the tranquillity of the town ; and 

(@) ‘hat in the place of the present useless reents, one battalion shoul be 
sisal and placed under the command of the Comack Amir Pan, for training and 
iscipline, 


Meanwhile, they were prepared to send a joint: telegram to Tehran, in support of 
whatever demands the governor-general might make which should appear to them 
rewonablo. In all this their action was, purdly unofsial and they requested hie 
Exeellency to take vote that as long as circumstances were comparatively normal, 
they had refrained from even discussing internal affairs with him, and as soon as things 
should return to their normal course they would naturally confine themselves to their 
proper sphere. In reply, the governorgencral made little speech, expressing his 
gratitude to the two representatives for their consistent support, He then showed 
them the reply received from the Ministers of War and the Interior to his telegram 
of the 23th. Tt was, as he said, profoundly unsatisfactory, and contained nothing but 
vague promises, That telegram, he said, showed that he’ could expect no help ftom 
head-quarters,  Lovally, he wag working day and night, wos making nothing for binwalf 
au was risking his reputation in a hopeless task. He was, consequently, determined to 
resign, and he asked the consuls whether they would not do the same in his place, 
He declared that Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s attitude was nothing new, and was part of the 
general conspiracy against Sardar Assad, in which Zeigham-cs-Sultanch, Bakhtiari, and 
several others of the Sardar’s enemies bad taken part, He was sure Soulet would 
never co-operate loyally as long as Sardar Assad remained in power, and, consequently, 
the Central Government must either give him force enough to eerce Soulet, or accept 
his resignation. After consultation with M. Kadloubovsky, Mr. Bill replied that, he 
could not contest his Excelleuey’s argument, but it was possible that the position was 
still not thoroughly understood in ‘Tehran, and he hoped that his Excellency would 
postpone his decision to resign until one more effort had been made, He_ asked for the 
minimum conditions on which his Excellency would consent to remain in office, ‘The 
substance of the reply is contained in our joint telegram of the 2nd, 

It is clear that this is an exceptidnal crisis. in the affairs of Southern Persia. 
Saham-ed-Dowleh is a most exceptional man, and has done wonders with no force at 
all, Naturally, the experiment is now failing, and no one could hope to do as much in 
his place, especially as no one could hope to receive satisfactory support from the 
Gentral Government. 

‘The local members of the Persian Parliament left with considerable ceremony for 
Tehran on the 29th, 

One man was led through the bazars with a string through bis nose on the 
same date. 

On the same date a telegram from the mullahs of Nejef to the Parliament was 
publicly reads by, whieh Mullah Gurban Ali of Zinjan is formally outlawed, and his 

lood made lawful to all Mussulmans, Another telegram was read at the same time 
from the Minister of the Interior announcing an approaching census, 
JH, BILL, LG. 
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No. 9. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3, 1910.) 


; St. Petersburgh, December 27, 1909. 

“ LCALLED on M. Tsvoleky yesterday afternoon and explained to him that His 
Majesty's Government were not disposed to join in making a loan of a considerable 
amount to Persia at the present moment, and that the most urgent question was to 
provide the Persian Government with sufficient funds to enable them to introduce some 
order into the administration and to re-establish their authority. I said that I had 
consigned in a private letter, which Thanded to him, and of which T have the honour 
to transmit a copy, certain considerations which would, T trusted, show how necessary 
it was to furnish a joint advance of 400,000, without delay to the Persian Government. 

M. Isvolsky read my letter, and said that be feared that he would have difficulty 
mépersuading the Finance Minister to grant 200,000/, He himself was sceptical as to 
whether the advance would lead to any material improvement, but that he was 
desirous of maintaining unity of action between the two Governments. I went over 
most of the arguments which I had used on previous oceasions and which it. is 
unnecessary to record, M. Isvolsky finally said that he would consult with 
M, Kokovtsoff and let me know the results of his conversation. 

Thave, &c. 
A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 9. 
Sir A. Nicolson to M, Isvolsky. 


‘Mon cher Ministre, Saint-Pétershourg, le 13 (26) décembre, 1909. 

MON Gouvernement est davis quil serait prématurs de tee 2 la conclusion 
dun empront sérious au Gouvernement persan, et il n'est pas disposé dy prendre part. 
Du rosto, un emprunt, pour ee qui nons concerne, devrait nécessairement étre émis. sur 
Jo marché A Loudres—une allaire qui ne pourrait étre réglée que d 
délai—et, il mo semble, vu état financier de ln Perse et la situation 
serait méme difficile d'acquérir an moment aetuel un bon aceueil parti le public pour 
un tel emprunt. La condition primordiale est de fournir au Gouvernement persan 
jwelques. moyens pour mettre un peu Word le pays et de lui permettre 
organiser une force pour rétablir son autorité, Si le Gouvernement est obligé de 
continner & viveo de jour en jour et de mener une vie précaire, un état danarchie 
Sensuivrait, qui pourrait forcer les deux Gouvernements dintervenir sur une échelle 
agsex considérable, wt q erait beaucoup plus quiune ayance de 20,0001, 


térieure, quil 


chacun, sans peso considération d'autres conséquences tris graves. Liavanee de 


400,001. de la part des deux Gouvernements ne serait aecordée que dans certaines 
conditions, et comme garanties il y a les revenus nets provenant des télégraphes et des 
passeports, ou méme du bénétice de la frappe d'argent, qui monte A environ 8,000L. par 
mois. Lescloux Ministre & Téhéran,avee Lents couselllers exports en matibre de uate, 
seront A méme d'indiquer les garanties qui leur sembleront les plus aptes. 

‘Une vance de 10,000,000 de francs répartie entre les deux Gouvernements est au 
fond peu de choso et pourrait dtre veraée sans délai, tandis qu'un emprunt considérable 
ngvessiterait, de longues néyocintions. La question, 4 notre avis, est urgente, et nous 
sorions trds heureux si le Gouvernement Impérial voulait bien désister du projet d'un 
emprunt considérable, qui n'est & nos yeux ni opportun ni nécessaire pour le moment, et 
se joindre X nous pour l'avanco relativement modeste qui porterait des remddes la 
sittation actuelle en Perse, 

Votre, &, 
‘A. NICOLSON 





No. 10. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3, 1910.) 


Sir, Constantinople, December 27, 1909, 

I CALLED on the Russian Ambassador on the 24th instant, and, after informing 
him of the substance of your telegram No. 711 of the 23rd instant, asked his 
Excellency what steps he proposed to take in the direction of offering mediation in the. 
‘Tureo-Persian frontier question. M, Tcharikoff said ho had received from St, Peters- 
burgh information somewhat similar to my own, but that he understood that the 
mention made by Turkhan Pasha of mediation was extremely vague and could not 
without violence be twisted into even a suggestion that mediation would be acceptable, 
In the circumstances, therefore, and so long as Tewaik Pasha should make no mention 
of it to you, Sir, he was of opinion that, it was inopportune to take any action here. 
His Excellency went on to say that, from a long conversation he had had with the 
Persian Ambassador quite recently, be had gathered that there was a fair prospect of 
the two Governments agreeing to send a joint commission to delimit the frontior, and 
ho had been specially impressed with Arfa-ed-Dowleh’s suggestion that the commis 
sioners might be accompanied by deputies from the Persian and Ottoman Pasliaments 
to act as a sort of board of arbitration (see my despatch No. 996 of to-day), Adverting 
to the conditions mentioned in your telegram abovo referred to, that, as a. preliminary 
to ‘our modiation, we should require the Porto to withdraw its troops from what it 
incontestably Persian territory, M. Tcharikoff stated his conyiction that, tho, ‘Turks 
would never agree to such a stipulation, and it therefore appeared to him that wo 
should be placing ourselves in avery ambijguous position if we first insisted on seeing an 
invitation to mediate where none had been given, and then accepted it, but on conditions 
which we knew would be rejected. He had telegraphed those views to his Govern- 
ment and would inform me of M, Iavolsky’s reply, which would probably contain more 
precise instraction: 

T told M. Tcharikoff that, while T agreed with him that the Turks would almost 
certainly reject mediation on the conditions suggested, I could not, tako his. sanguine 
view that any result would ensue from negotiations conducted by Turks and Porsians 
alone. I thought, however, that any communication to the Porte, on whatovor pos it 
might be hung, would be of use, as showing that Great Britain and Russia took an 
interest in the settlement of this quarrel. Otherwise the Turks would continue thoir 
present conduct, and might even seize the opportunity of the joint operations 
Against the Hamavends in the neighbourhood of Mosul to occupy territory in those 
regions also. 

‘On Sunday evening I received a short note from M. ‘eharikoff saying that he had 
received instructions from M. Isvolsky to take action here, but that, as he had to leave 
Constantinople the following morning for a few days to escort tho remains of the 
Grand Duke Michael through the Straits, nothing could be done till ‘Thursday, Ho 
did not tell me what was the nature of his instructions, 


(Confidential) 

M. Teharikoff is, 1am sure, genuinely convinced that the tontative to induco the 
‘Turkish Goverament to invite our mediation which M, Isvolsky. desires should be 
made will not be favourably received here, and for that reason alone he is averse from 
making representations as suggested; but I think that he is probably even more 
influenced by the consideration that if he is obliged to take any such stop it may 
eventually lead to his having to recommend recourse to mediation with a degreo of 
fnsistonce which the Porte could not pretend to ignore, and which would go far to 
rendering nugatory tho laborious endeavours. which sinco his artival ho has been 
constantly making to win the confidence of the Committee of Union and Progress 
party. 

Thave, &e. 
‘CHARLES M. MARLING. 


{1704} 
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{180} No. 11. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3, 1910.) 
No. 996.) 
ir, Constantinople, December 27, 1909. 

‘THE Persian Ambassador gave me an account to-day of what has passed between 
himself and the Porte in regard to the recent frontier incidents. He sail that there 
‘were three special points on which he had had to make representations, viz, th 
attempt of the Turkish military authorities at Passveb to erect a televraph wire 
connecting that post with the Turkish telegraph system, the occupation of Mariveb, 
the chef-lieu of Solduz, which resulted from the telegraph question, and, lastly, the 
killing by Turkish soldiers of six Persian subjects from Auhaz, who had been trying to 
recover some sheep from Kurdish raiders. When he had first addressed the Porte on 
the subject his representations had bwen met in a friendly spirit, and he had received 
fan official note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs promising satisfaction on all points, 
and stating that the requisite instructions had been sent to the Vali of Van. His 
Highness, however, soon learnt that if they were ever sent these orders were not being 

ied out, and subsequently he received another note in. which Rifaat Pasha 

mpted to justify the action of the ‘Turkish local authorities in every respect, ‘The 
Turks, the note stated, were perfectly warranted in erecting a telegraph wire to 
Passveh, as the Persians wore doing the same between Saonjboulak and Miandoab, 
‘They were equally justified in occupying Mari-deh, as the whole of Solduz was Turkish 
territory, while as for the six Persians who had been killed, they were brigands and 
deserved their fate, Arfaived-Dowleh at once called on Rifaat Pasha and reproached 
him bitterly with the unfriendly and aggressive attitude of the Turkish Goverment ; 
very strong language was used on both sides, but after a goo! deal of mutual recrimina- 
tion, the possibility of a detinite delimitation of the frontier by nogoti 
discussed, On both sides it seems to have been tacitly agreed that rio conclusion would 
be reached if Persian and Turkish commissioners were left to themselves, as neither 
would accept the smallest responsibility without direct instructions from their Govern- 
ments, but when Arfa-ed-Dowleh mooted Anglo-Russian mediation Rifaat Pasha 
outed the id r iat a kind of Roard of Arbitration to 
accompany the i f three members from the Turkish 
‘Chantber:ard tires deputies fron the Peraan’Mod|lim ‘ifact Pasha, bad sseimed 
prepared to take this proposal into consideration, but as it was made by Arfa-ed- 
owleh without any authority from ‘Tehran, it cannot yet be looked upon ai an offic 
basis. for discussion, T doubt personally whether, if adopted, it would have any 
practical results, 

Since this interview matters had g The general staff had 
appointed Major Digi Ta y ‘a secretary to the 

ish Kinbassy in'Tehrun, as their adviser in questions relating to the Persian frontier, 
Dijémil Bey was constantly publishing articles in the press representing the Persians as 
tlie aggressors and denouncing as irreligious the idea of two infidel Powers mediating 
detween Moslem nations, and so long as the Ottoman Government took its cue from 
such a personage it was hopeless to expect any reasonable solution. Tn fact, the 
Fesiton bad become o,intolemble that he, Arfi-ed-Dowleh, ad telegraphed. to 

Tehran tendering his resignation, and requesting that his successor might be appointed 
at oie. 

T knew Djémil Bey well when Iwas at ‘Tehran, and he used to boast openly that 
the ‘Turks intended to grab a good slice of Persian territory, and it is impossible to 
imagino a more unfortunate choice of an adviser if the Porte really means to come to an 
‘amicable and reasonable settlement, 

Thave, &. 
CHARLES M, MARLING, 


(156) No. 12, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3, 1910.) 


(No. 680.) 
Si 


i St, Petersburgh, December 28, 1909, 
I MENTIONED to M. Isvolsky that I had gathered from a telegram which I had 
received from my Government that he was under the impression that the Sublime 


n 


Porte would not be unwilling to accept mediation in the question of the Turco-Persian 
Frontier; and I asked him if Turkhan Pasha had gone so far as to intimate such a 
sohition, a5 the Ottoman Goyernment had not approached my Government on the 
Subject. M. Isvolsky said that he thought that he had spoken to me on the matter, 
but that he was evidently mistaken, He sent for the communication from Turkhan 
Pasha and read it to me. I observed that I.could not perceive that it suggested any 
mediation, ‘The communication was practically the same as that communicated by 
‘Tewlik Pasha to you on the th December. M. Iavolsky said that on second thoughts 
he agreed with me, but he had considered at the time that perhaps it might afford an 
‘opening to suggest mediation. On the whole perhaps it would be best to drop all 
2b of mediation, and limit any: communications at Constantinople to requesting 
ithdrawal of Turkish troops from Soldouz, which was undoubtedly in Persian 
territory. I said that Mr. Marling had instructions to consult with the Russian 
‘Ambassador as to any representations at Constantinople, ¥ ‘ : 
The two representatives evidently consider, according to information received 
since my interview with M. Isvolsky, that it would be of no avail to move the Sublime 
Porte in the sense indicated, and ‘presumably M, Iavolsky will not therefore press the 
matter, I do not quite know why he assumed that Turkey had shown any desire for 
mediation, and when he had re-read the communication of Turkhan Pasha he 
seemed to be equally puzzled why he had placed any such construction on the terms of 
the communication, 
Thave, &, 
A. NICOLSON, 





[837] No. 13. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3.) 
No. 4, 
et hic.) P. Pehran, January 3, 1910, 
ADVANGE to Persian Government. 
Please refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No, 8 of the 2nd January. An 
Toan will, Lconcur, be necessary to extinguish floating debt, but the question is 
subordinate to the urgent need for an advanee. 


(121) No. 14. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 





io. 1. 
ae -pehia) P, Foreign Office, January 3, 1910. 
IR G, BARCLAY'S telegram No. 1 of the Ist January. Situation in Fars. 
Reluctant as we should be to resort to such a step, wo fear that it may provo 
sible to avoid the dispatch of a punitive expedition unless a 1 large 
\de immediately to the Persian Government. You should therefore 
acquaint M. Isvolsky with the substance of Sir G. Barclay's telegram, and inform him 
that His Majesty’s Goverument hope, on the above grounds, that their proposils with 
regard to the loan will meet with no further opposition from Russian Government, 





(47086) No. 15. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


5 Foreign Office, January 3, 1910. 
WITH reference to Foreign Office letter of the 22nd November, 1909, relative to 
the proposed formation of a body of guards for the protection of trade on the Bushire= 
Ispahan road, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith 
copy of a letter from the Board of Trade," to whom that suggestion was submitted, 
giving their views regarding it and regarding the manner in which it is contemplate 
that the cost involved in the application of the scheme should be met, 
Tam also to transmit to you copy of the reply which Sir E. Grey has caused to be 


Sir, 


* Board of Trade, December 28, 1909, 





2 


returned to the Board's communication,® in view of the considerations set forth by His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran in his telegram No. 820 of the 26th ultimo t 

Viscount Morley will perceive, from the instructions sent to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at St. Petersburgh,t that Sir E. Grey concurs in the view expressed by 
Sir G. Barclay. 


Iam, 


&e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[47086) No. 16. 
Foreign Offce to Board of Trade. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 3, 1910. 

I AM dircctod by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lotter of tho 28th ultimo, containing the views of the Board of ‘Trade on the proposed 
formation of a body of guards for the protection of trade on the Bushire-Isfahan road, 
and in the manner in which it is contemplated that the expense involved in their 
maintenance should be met. 

Tam to inform you that since this proposal was initiated the question has arisen 
of a small advance to the Persian Government to be made jointly by His Majesty's and 
tho Russian Governments. 

‘This advance would only be made on certain conditions, one of which would be 
tho formation throughout the whole of Persia of an efficient gendarmerie under foreign 
instructors, 

It is feared that, if His Majesty's Government were to insist that these instructors 
should bo of British nationality, so far as the British sphere of influence is concerned, 
the Russian Government, on their side, would equally insist that those in the Russian 
sphere should be Russian, a demand which, owing to the distrast and dislike of Russia 
univeraaly felt in Persia, would probably suis to dostroy all prospet of agreement 
on the subject of the advance, and thus make the restoration of order in the country 
impossible, 

Tam to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Board of ‘Trade, a 
paraphiraso of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,§ enquiring whether, 
in view of these considerations, the proposal to institute guards on the Bushire-Lsfahan 
road could not be held in abeyance, as well as paraphrase of instructions sent to His 
Majosty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh to make a suggestion in that sense to the 
Russian Governments 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(436) No. 17. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received January 4.) 


Sir, India Office, January 3, 1910. 
‘WITH reference to your letter dated the 23rd December, 1909, forwarding copy 
of correspondence with the Anglo-Persian Oil Company as to'the employment of an 
officer for the proposed topographical survey in Western Persia, I am directed to 
enclose copy of telegraphic correspondence with the Government of India on the 
subjec 
"Tam to explain that Viscount Morloy’s telonram of the @lst December, 1900, was 
prepared at the instance of the company, to whom a copy of the Viceroy’s telegram of 
the 29th December had been informally communicated. It was understood that the 
Foreign Office had no objection to this course, which was adopted in order to save 
time. 
Tam, &o. 
R. RITCHIE. 


raphie, December 20, 1909 
legraphi. December 
December 26, 19 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 17. 
Viscount Morley to Government of In 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, December 17, 1909, 

REFERENCE is invited to your telegram dated the Ist December. A younger 
man would have been preferred by AngloPersian Oil Company, but they enquire 
whether Mr. G. P. Tate would be willing to undertake work at once, bringing small 
Indian establishment, on salary 800 rupees a-month. He knows Persia and is under- 
stood to be retiring. "Carriage and tents will be supplied by company, 

‘Triangulation on 2inch or 1-inch scale only, as may be settled with Tato, will 
suflice for survey at present required. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 17. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley, 
(Telegraphic.) P. December 29, 1909. 
YOUR telogram dated the 17th December, 1909, as to Oil Company survey. ‘Tate's 
present pay amounts to 1,000 rupees, and he declines to accept torms offered. Please 
say if we may engage Scott on terms which our telegram dated the Ist December 


Enclosure 3 in No. 17. 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic. P. India Office, December 81, 1909. 

OIL Company survey. Please refer to your telegram dated the 29th instant, 
Engagement of Scott at 1,000 rupees per mensom is agreed to by company ; travelling 
expenses in field will not be given, as all tents and transport are provided by company, 
Young, European surveyor, now in Persia, will be attached to the party by company 
for purpose of filling in topography under supervision of Seott. Scott should therefore 
take smallest possible native establishment. Important that Scott should proceed to 
Persia at onco if he accepts, 


(408) No. 18, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received January 4.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
" January 3, 1910. 

THAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, and 
to thank you for the information contained therein. 

Should you receive any further communication from Sir George Barclay in 
connection with this matter, [ shall be glad if you will lot mo haye the earliest, possible 
advice, asa meoting of my board has been called for the 7th instant to consider the 
question. 


Sis 


Thave, &. 
GREENWAY, Director. 


[423] No, 19. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 4.) 
(No. 5) 
(Telegraphic. R. Tehran, January 4, 1910, 

MY telegram No, $23 of 31st December and Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram’ No. 2 of 
Ast Januai 

Minister of the Interior tells me that Rahim Khan is trying to come to terms with 
the Government, but they intend to capture him, 

St. Petersburgh informed, 





170s, 
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(125) No, 20. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 4.) 
(Telographic.) P. Koreign Office, January 5, 1910. 

CONSULAR guard at Bunder Abbas. 

The news contained in your telegram No.2 of the 2nd January is disquieting. 
Does the proposed reinforcement of the consular guard appear to yon sufficient in view 
of the presence of 300 Afghans in the town, and the possibility of an attack, or, if 
there is a ship available, would you consider it advisable to hold it in readiness to land 


men? Is it possible to rely on Persian troops for the protection of the consulate? 
‘Are there any in the town? 


(124) No. 21. 


Sir Edivard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 3.) 
(Telographic,) P. Foreign Office, January 5, 1910. 

ADVANCE to the Persian Government, Please refer to your telegram No. 3 of 
the 2nd January. 

We hope that it may still be possible to induco the Russian Government to 
advance 200,001. on, the grounds mentioned in my telegram No, 1 of the 3rd January. 
‘Their desire not to give more than 100,000, has much disappointed us. 

Whethor M. Iavolsky would be assisted by further pressure from us, or whether 
wo should not continue to urge the matter on him, is a question which it will be best 
for you to decide, ‘Though His Majesty's Government would certainly not disclose 
unnecessarily tho fact that they had contributed a. sum to the advance twice as large 
as the Russian Government, it will probably prove impossible to conceal the truth, the 
knowledge of which would’ undoubtedly produco an undesirable effect. You should 


point this out to M, Isvolsky. 
A solution which might be suggested in the Inst resort in order to avoid this would 


be for the two Governments to make an immediate joint advance of 200,0U0L., and a 
second advance of the samo amount a month later. 





(226) No. 22. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 

(No. 5.) 

(Pelogtaphic,) 1 Foreign Office, January 5, 1910. 

Dane, BARCLAYS telegram No, 2 of the 2nd January Consular guard at 
jandor Abbas, 


You should inform the Russian Government of proposed temporary increase, and 
of reasons for it, Afghans are engaged in gun-running, 
(Repeated to Toliran, No, 8.) 





(47274) No. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, eae Foreign Office, January 5, 1910, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 13th ultimo relative to the retention for a 
further period of the Indian guard stationed in the neighbourhood of Ahwaz, I am 
direoted by Secrotary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that on the 2lst ultimo he 
caused a commmunisation to he addressed to the Treasury expressing the hope that the 
Lords Commissioners might see their way to sanetion the charge on Tmnperial revenues 
of half the additional expense incurred in replacing the horses, saddlery, &., lent by 
the 18th Prince of Wales’s Own Tiwana Lancers for the use of the eight cavalrymen 
who accompanied the force, 


Tam to transmit to you herewith copy of the reply returned to this communication 
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conveying the sanction of their Lordships to the proposed arrangement,* and Tam to 
request that Viscount Morley’s attention may be called to the last paragraph of the 
letter stating the conditions on which alone that sanction is given. 

T am to add that a copy of the letter from this Department to the Treasury 
of the 15th November, to which reference is made, was forwarded to the India Office 
on the same date. 

Tam, &. 


LOUIS MALLET. 





{121} No. 24. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 5, 1910. 

I AM directed by Secretary,Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
ofa telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, discussing the steps which might, 
be taken to put an end to the disturbed situation in’ Farst and of a telegram to His 
Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Potersburg,t instructing his Excellency to urge the Russian 
Government to withdraw their opposition to the proposed joint advance to the Persian 
Governmont in order to enable the latter to take measures for the restoration of order 
in those regions, and thus relieve His Majesty's Government of the possible necessity 
of active intervention. 


Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





No. 26. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Foreign Office, January 5, 1910, 

IN continuation of my letter of the Slst ultimo relative to the desiro of a British 
financier to acquire the interest of the Persian Government in the so-called * D'Arcy 
oil concession,” I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has 
received a tolegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran reporting that Mr. Maurice 
Blake, the agent employed by the financier in question to negotiate the transaction, has 
stated that hie has no chance of success, 

"Pho Persian Ministor for Foreign Affairs has expreased to Sir C. Barclay, a similar 
opinion, but has promised to inform him should the negotiations take a more favourable 
turn, which, however, is a most improbable event, 

Sir G. Barclay adds that he has strongly dissuaded the Minister from concluding 
this transaction, 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLED, 





(655) No. 26. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 6.) 

(No. 4) 

(Telegraphic.) R, 
PERSIAN advance, 
T have received memorandum from Russian Government in regard to above 

subject. ‘They do not refuse in principle to participate in an advance, though. they 

are convinced that an advance of even 400,001, will not Jead to an effective improve- 

ment of the situation, and will be speedily exhausted. ‘They consider that an advanco 


St, Petersburgh, January 6, 1910. 


* Treasury, December 90, 1909. t Noa Nou. 
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should be made in close connection with a more considerable loan, as the latter can 
alone provide necessary funds for the introduction of urgent reforms and for extinction 
or conversion of floating debts, which are so burdensome to the Persian Treasury. In 
accordance with the views of M. Nans and of M. Bizot, the Russian Government believe 
that the Persian Government, once freed from floating debts, could contract a loan of 
3,000,000, for which surplus customs revenues would be sufficient to guarantee interest. 
‘They do not propose to place any portion of the loan on Russian market, but they 
consider necessary funds could be found in France if Russia and England guaranteed 
Togular payment of revenues affected to the service of the loan. Memorandum draws 
attention to article 5 of Anglo-Russian convention, and intimates that Russia and 
England could promise to apply in case of necessity the measures of control therein 
stipulated in favour of the banks who undertook loan. As negotiations for a loan would 
tako a long time, it is clearly necessary to take question in band without delay. 
furthennore, Russian Government draws attention to the fact that it will only bo by 
means of negotiating a large loan that. Russia and England will be ina position to insist 
on the institution of an effective financial control, and. to ensure satisfactory solution of 
certain questions, such as preferential rights as regards railway concessions. 

‘As to an advance on loan, Russian Government point out that last spring they 
laced in Russian bank their share of advance projected. ‘That sum, namely, 100,0000., 
is still available, and the Russian Government would be ready to advance it; but it 
would be very difficult for them to go beyond that sum, as they would in that case 
havo to obtain legislative sanction. A control of expenditure of advance is indispensable, 
and they think control should be confided to a special financial commission, on the lines 
Jnid down in Russian memorandum of 26th March, 1909 (0.,). 

Twill send a copy of memorandum, of which above is a summary, by post to-night. 


(652) No. 
Sir A, Nicolvon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January (:) 


(No. 5.) 

(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, January 6, 1910. 
AS the duties which it is proposed to give to Mr. New (see Sir G. Barclay’s 
tolegram No. $22) would not seem to be the same as those which the Russian Govern- 
ment formall ed to being confided to a British or Russian official, would you 
a sgraphic 





No, 28, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey,—(Received Janvary 6.) 
(No. 6.) 
(Welexraphic) BP. St, Petersburgh, January 6, 1910. 

PROPOSED advance to Persia. 

Your telegram No, 3 of the Sth January. In a conversation which I had with 
M, Isvolsky this altomioon I dwelt on the urgency of making the advance without delay, 
and explained that if the contributions of the two Governments were unequal it would 
be impossible to conceal the fact, said that you agreed with him as to the bad effect 
which would be produced when it became known that the shares were unequal. -T save 
that this impressed M. Isvolsky, and so [suggested that a joint advance of 200,000). 

zhit be made at once by the two Governments, and that a month later a similar sum 
might be furnished jointly. To this his Excellency replied with his old objection that 
ho did not know whiere he conld raise the additional sum that would be required. I 
observed that my suggestion would leave him and the Finance Minister a month in 
which to find a solution of that probl 
make some bauking ar 
my letter could serve 
Finance. 

T had already communicated to M, Isvolsky a memorandum based on Sir G. 
Barclay’s telegram No. 1, and is Excellency remarked that 
it was not clear to him what th between our making a money advance 
and the possibility of our having to intervene actively in Persian affairs. Texplained 


to him how closely connected the two questions were. He replied by stating that it 
was his conviction that the re-establishment of order could never he brought about | 
a Persian force. ‘To this I replied that it would be but fair to give tho Persians a trial, 
and that, in the event of their failure, we should not have to reproach ourselves with 
having abstained from affording them the means of making the attempt, 

M. Isvolaky then observed that the news of the defeat of Rahim Khan's forces had 
not been positively confirmed. ‘The telegraphic agency had, in fact, just received a 
telegram to the effect that Ephrem had fallen back to Serab. ; 

‘Twill continue to press M. Isvolsky, but his Excellency was so preoccupied to-day 
with other matters that our conversation was rather of a hurried nature. 





[657] No. 29. 
"Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 0.) 
(No. 7.) 


(Melegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, January 6, 1910. 
INCREASE of consular guard at Bunder Abbas. 
Your telegram No. 5 of the 5th January. : 
In conversation with M. Iavolsky to-day, I explained our reasons for temporarily 
increasing our Bunder Abbas consular guard. M. Isvolsky’s view seomod to be that in 
the circumstances our action was quite natural. 


[664] No. 30, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Haward Grey.— (Received January 7.) 
No. 4.) 


ir, St, Petersburgh, January 4, 1910. 
THE following official communiqué has appeared in this morning's papers :— 


“The Russian and foreign press have often alluded recently to certain reports 
which Colonel Liakhoff, the former Commandant of the Persian Cossack Brigade, is 
Alleged to have addressed in 1908 to the chief of the staff in the Caucasus relative to 

olitical events in Persia, ‘The text of these reports, which Professor Browne of 
ambridge University considers he has procured, has been published, among others, 
by the Persian newspaper, the ‘ Habul-ul-Mating, issued in India, and portions of it by 
the German journal * Vorwiirts,’ i 

“On enquiry bein, it appears that Colonel Liakhof never addressed such 
reports to his chiefs, which proves that the documents published by the above-named 


papers are pure 


Thave, &e. 
A. NICOLSON, 





No. 31. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 7.) 


Sir, India Office, January 6, 1910, 

IN reply to your letter dated the Ist January, 1910, I am directed to say that 
Viscount Morley’ concurs in the proposal of Secretary Sir E. Grey to instruct His 
Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh to express to the Russian Government the 
hope that they will consent to the arrangement under which an officer of the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department (Mr, G. B. New) would be lent to. the Persian 
Government for six months, to assist in the reorganisation of the Persian telegraph 
administration, F 

a 


am, &e, 
R. RITCHIE. 





nos) 
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[754] No. 32, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 7.) 


Sir, India Office, January 6, 1910. 

_ WITH reference to the telegram No. 2, dated the 2nd January, 1910, of His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, as to the 
temporary increase of the consular guard at Bunder Abbas to one native officer and 
thirty men, I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to enclose copy of a 
telegram from the Government of India proposing the immediate relief of the present 
detachment, a sopoy of which is implicated in the abetment of the import of arms into 
Tndia, and the temporary maintenance of the strength of the detachment at the 
numbers above mentioned, 

.__, Viscount Morley is of opinion that the immediate relief of the present detachment 
is, in the circumstances, a wise precaution, and that the temporary maintenance of a 
detachment of thirty men under a native officer is fully warranted by the large number 
of Afghans in the vicinity of Bunder Abb. x 

Subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir E. Grey, Lord Morley 
approve the proposals of the Government of India, Y Ee 
Tam, &, 
R. RITCHIE. 


Enelosure in No. 82. 


Government of Tndia to Viscount Morley, 


(Telegraphic.) P, January 5, 1910, 


_ASEPOY of the Bunder Abbas escort is reported by Resident, Persian Gulf, to 
bo implicated in abetting the importation into India of arms, Resident recommends 
that prosont detachment should be at once relieved, and strength raised to thirty men 
under nativo officer, as a temporary measure, I propose immediate adoption of 


Resident's suggestion, in view of fact that ship cannot be spared for periodical visit to 
Bunder Abbas without detriment to blockade, and that there were 333 Afghans at the 
port on the 20h ultimo, When the Afghans have left, escort will be reduced to 
present strength, Very early approval is solicited. 

(Repeated to Minister, ‘Tehran, and Resident, Persian Gulf.) 





[734] No. 33. 
Board of Traite (o Voreign Office —(Received January 7.) 


Board of Trade, January 6, 1910. 
rence ty my December and to previous correspondence 
pject of the provision of road-guards in Southern Persia, Lam directed by the 
Board of Trade to transuit to you herewith, for the information of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter which they 1 iv 
Mogsta!D. Zigler ad oy and Mens. HG. Disen gad Gos 


J. STANLEY, 


Enclosure in No, 33. 
Messrs. Ziegler and Co, and Messrs, Dizon and Co. to the Board of Trade. 


pa December 20, 1909, 
WITH reference to Mr. Hooper's visit, the undersigned have heard with much 
faction that serious proposals are now being discussed between the Persian 
‘ernment and His Majesty's Government for the formation of an efficient patrol 

for the Bushire-Ispahan road; they horeby express their willingness to submit toa 

surtax of 10 per cent. on the present duties for a period of three years on the under- 
standing that the revenue so raised shall be under the control of, and administered by, 
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His Majesty's resident and consul-goneral in Bushire, and be used solely for the 
purpose of maintaining order on this road ; and the surtax shall be removed as soon as 
Hes object of seouring safety and order has been achieved. 

We would further direct the attention of His Majesty's Government to the fact: 
that, in recent years, caravan robberies on a very large scale have taken place, and 
certain tribes Have made a regular and profitable business of stopping and robbing 
caravans, and they have now Manchester bales stored in their forts sufficient for their 
use for several years to come, 

Claims for the losses so incurred have from time to time been put forward by His’ 
Majesty's Legation in Tehran, but probably for want of funds have so far not been met 
by the Persian Government. Now that a new loan is being negotiated it is hoped that 
immediate payment of these claims will be insisted upon, and we would also suggest 
that the Persian Government should be encouraged and urged to dispatch one or more 
punitive expeditions against tho offending tribes with the view of exacting restitution 
BE the stolen property, and damages aud indemuities, and of destroying the strong- 
holds, The moral effect of such action would be of immense value, It would make 
the question of restitution by other offending tribes a comparatively easy matter, would 
gaeatly facilitate the work of the road-guards, and probably make au end, once for all, 

tom that has most seriously hampered trade and. greatly injured traders’ 
for a long time past. 
bbe apparent that if the robber tribes find that, as opportunity occurs, they 
can ploeden cart ious anil sure to thetr etsongboldsto enjoy uaests oad tie tants te 
their robberies, the new road-guards to be institnted will be continually open to attacks 
‘on the part of these brigands ; but if it is known that punishment will overtake them 
(even though delayed), then we feel sure that the work of the roud-guards will bo 
made mach lighter. : 

‘We earnestly hope that this matter will be very strongly urged upon the attention 

of the Persian Government, and that all the necessary assistance will be accorded to it. 
We have, &c. 
P. L. ZIEGLER anp Co. 
ff, ©, DIXON axp Co, 





(706) No. 34, 


Sir Edivard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 8.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 7, 1910. 
PROPOSED temporary employment of Mr. New in tho Persian telograph 
department. 
You are authorised to act us suggested in your telegram No. 6 of the 6th January, 
‘The point you raise in the last sentence of your telegram might be urged in 
support of the request. 





[No. 35. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reevived January 8.) 
Peliran, January 8, 1910, 


Tt is of course impossible to assert that financial assistance will put Persian 
nment in a position to restore normal conditions, but the chance of success at any 
rate justifies a trial, and, in my opinion, promptitude’ in granting the advance rather 
than’ the magnitude of the sum given is the important factor upon which success 
depends. ‘The authority of the Persian Goverment would be greatly strengthened in, 
the provinces by the mere faet that the two Governments were assisting them in this 


admit, that a substantial loan will he necessary in order to extinguish the floatin 
debt, and that the customs revenue would bear considerable further borrowing if 
affected only to foreign debt, but the delay that must inevitably accompany in 
negotiations for a larze loan temporarily put it out of court, apart from His Majesty's 
Government's unwillingness to facilitate such an operation at this juncture, 








20 
No, 36, 


; Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 8.) 

(0. 7.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 8, 1910. 
ie MS traffic. 

In reply to your telegram No, 4 of the 5th January, regarding the position of the 
Bunda as consulate, Tam informed that there are practically no Persian troops in 

he town, 

His Majesty's acting consul-general at Bushire has discussed the question with 
senior naval officer, Latter stated that the blockade would be disarranged if a ship were 
detached to visit Bunder Abbas at short intervals, but that, in view of the wireless 
communication that is ulways maintained with Jask, a ship of war could reach Bunder 
Abbas within twenty-four hours from receipt of message. Major Trevor has therefore 
instructed His Majesty's consul at Bunder Abbas to telegraph immediately to senior 
naval oflicer if attitude of Afghans becomes menacing. 





No. 37. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Foreign Office, January 8, 1910. 


T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of px 


letter of the 3rd ins ive to tho survey of part of South-Western Persia which, 
the Anglo-Persian Oi! Company desire to carry out with the assistance of an officer of 
the Indian Survey Department. 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that Sir E.G urs in the torms of the telegram 
addressed to the Government of India on the 31st ultimo, to the dispatch of which 
verbal consent was given at the time, embodying the conditions under which the 
company now desire to engage Mr, Scott for this work. 

Tam to add that Sir E. Grey has eaused the company to be informed of the stops 
which have been taken in the matter, 





No, 38. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


fi Foreign Office, January 8, 1910. 

i of the letter from this Ofice of the 23rd ultimo, relative to the 
survey of part of South-Western Persia which your company propose to undertake 
with the assistance of an officer of the Indian Survey Department, T am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that on the Bist ultimo the draft of 
further. telegram to the Government of India, which was stated to have been prepared 
at tho instance of your company, was communicated to this department by the India 
Oftico with a request for concurrence in its immediate dispateh. 

‘This message was in reply to a telegram from the Government of India to the 
effect that Mr. Tate had declined the offer made to him by your company as his 
present pay amounted to 1,000 rupees a-month, and it enquired whether Mr. Scott 
aight be engaged on the terms mentioned in the telegram of the Goverament of India 
of the 1st December. 


The reply, to the dispatch of which concurrence was at once given as desired, was 


21 


to the effect that your company agreed to the engagement of Mr. Seott at 1,000 rupees 
a-month, without travelling expenses in the field, as the company would provide all 
tents and transport. ‘Tho period of employment was not to exceed two years, and was 
to terminate earlier if the triangulation was completed before the expiration of that 
period. The company would atiach to the party a young European engineer now in 
Persia to fill in the topography under the supervision of Mr, Scott, so that the native 
establishment accompanying the latter should be as small as possible. 
Tt was added that, if Mr. Scott accepted these terms, it was important that he 
should proceed to Persia immediately. 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[879] No, 39. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 9.) 

(No. 8.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 9, 1910. 

EASTERN AZERBAIJAN. 

Please refer to my telegram No, 5 of the 4th January, 1910, 

T am informed by His Majesty's acting consul-genoral at Tabrooz that) Karadaghis 
Sttensptrl ta eastre sian ant wera Gatonted ith y repcetedilon of hittin 

ualties were one killed and four wounded among Government troops under 

Yprim, 


(1015) No. 40, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 10.) 


, St, Petersburgh, January 6, 1910, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an aidesnénoire in rogard to the 
question of an advance to the Persian Government which T havo received from the 
Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
Thaye, &e, 


A, NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No, 40. 
Aide-Mémoire communicated to Sir A. Nicolson by M. Isvolsky, 


LE Gouvernement Impérial ne refuse pas en principe de participer & uno avanco 
@argent au Gouvernement porsan, tout en étant convaincu qu’en présenco do la 
situation actnelle de 1a Perse une avance, fit-ello méme du montant de 400,0001,, ne 
pourrait contribuer & une amélioration effective de ordre des choses dans co pays, ct 
que dans tous les cas elle serait promptement: épuisée. 

Pour affermir sa situation et pour établir Vordre et 1a sécurité dans le pays, il 
importerait au Gouvernement persin non goulement de créer uno force diment 
organisée, bien équipée, et régulidrement payée, mais encore d'introduire sans retard 
les néformes qui s'imposent d'urgence, telles qué la réorganisation de la justice et de la 
perception des impdts, qui exigera évidemment des débours assez considérables En 
outre—ot c'est 1A nn des points les plus essentiels—Ie. Gouvernement du Schah devrait 
satisfaire aux justes réclamations de ses employés, officiens, soldats, &c., ot lour payer, 
ue fiit-ce qu’en partie, les arriérés des gages qui leur sont dus depuis plusieurs années. 
Dans ces conditions, Jes 10,000,000 do francs dont il est question dans la lett do Sir A. 
Nicolson du 13 (26) décembre seraient épuisés bien vite, et dans tous les cas avant 
que le Gouyernement du Schah ait eu le temps do s‘assurer la rentrée régulidre des 
impéts & Vaide des réformes susinentionnées. Ceci impliquerait, un nouveau retard 

de la régénération du pays, et la Perse so verrait inévitablemient obligée 
de recourir encore une fois a la ginsrosité de la Russie et do l'Angleterre. 
(1708) 
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Ces considérations prouvent qu'il est extrémement important que Ia question de 
Yavance A faire au Gouvernement persan soit mis en rapport direct avec celle d'un 
emprunt plus considérable qui serait conclu par Ventremise de la Russie et de 
PAngleterre, A V'avis du Gouvernement Impérial, un pareil emprunt pourrait seul 
fournir au Gouvernement du Schah les fonds nécessaires pour introduire toutes les 
réformes urgentes et convertir ou amortir ses dettes flottantes, si onéreuses pour le 
‘Trésor persan. 

Se basant sur lopinion émise par M. Naus, ex-Ministre des Douanes de Perse, et 
‘M. Bizot, Conseiller financier, le Gouvernement Impérial croit que le Gouvernement 
persan, une fois libéré de ces dettes flottantes d'une facon ou d'une autre, se yerrait 
en état de conclure in emprunt d'une trentaine de millions de roubles dont V'excédant 
des revenns douaniers suflirait & garantir les intéréts ; ily a tout lien de croire que la 
somme notte qui resterait entre ses mains aprés Vopération de V'amortissement on de 
In conversion des dettes flottantes sera sulfisante pour Iui donner la possibilité de 
trouver une issue A In situation précaire dans laquelle il se trouve. 

Le Gouvernement Impérial n’a pas en vue, bien entendu, de placer sur le marché 
financier russe une part quelconque de cet emprunts il pense que Vargent nécessaire 
pourrait étre trouvé en France, ’ condition que la Russie et I'Angleterre assurent aux 
créanciers Ia rentréo effective des revenus du Gouvernement persan qui seraient 
affectés au service de cet emprant. La Convention anglo-rnsse du 18 (31) aott, 107, 
prévoit A Varticle 5 Ia possibilité de prendre, si la nécessité s'en présente, certaines 
mesures de contrdle sur des sources de revenus garantissant le service régulier des 
emprints conclus par la Perse en Russie et en Angleterre, Il s'agirait donc de 

omotire aux banques qui consentiraiont & fournir les fonds pour le nouvel emprunt 
application en leur favenr des mémes mesures, en cas de beso 


le Gouvernement 


financier offectif, et de 
Perso, la solution sutisfai 
des doux Paissances, comme, par exemp! 
concessions des chemins de fer, ainsi que le suggére V'aide-mémoire du 9 octobre, 1908, 
transmis par l’Ambas 

Dis jement Impérial considixe comme extrémement désirable do 
tenter d'amener dis présent le Gouvernement persan i Ia décision de conclure un 
omprunt plus considérable, dont le montant pourrait étre fixé & Téhéran par les deux 
IGgations, avec lo concours des directeurs des Banques russe et anglaise, M. Bizot, et 
Jes Ministres persans des Affaires Htrangéres et des Finances, 

n co qui concerne In question d'un acompte sur cet emprunt que Von pourrait 
avancer dés & présent A la Perse, le Gouvernement, ainsi qu'il a été dit plus haut, se 
déclare prét i participer & In dite opération, mais se voit obligé dexposer les considéra- 
tions suivantes & ce sujet 

Au printomps dernier, quand la Perse traversait une crise aigué, lo Gouvernement 
russe avait offert an Gouvernement persan de lui venir en aide aussitdt que Yex-Schah 
aurait accepté le programme do réformes proposées par la Russie et VAngleterre, et de 
Tui verger sa part de Favance de 5,000,000, de francs dont il était question alors. La 
comme nécessaire avait été déposée la Banque d’Escompte de Perse. Ensuite les 
événoments s'étant précipités et ayant amené Vabdication de Mohammed Ali Schah, 
Vopération financitre en question n’a pas pu étre exécutée, et la somme dont il s’agit 
na pas 6té affectéo au but proposé. Le Gouvernement Impérial serait prét & avancer 
actuellement cette somme de 2,500,000 fr. an Gonvernement persan comme acompte 
sur lo futur emprunt, mais il lui serait trds difficile & porter cette somme au chiffre de 
5,000,000 do francs, car dans ce cas il devrait recourir aux Chambres législatives. 

__ Le Gouvernement Impérial partuge entidremont l'avis du Gouvernement britannique 
qu'il est indispensable dobtenir, au moment méme du versement de Vavance, V'institue 
tion d'un contréle effectif, afin de prévenir des dépenses inutiles ou contraires aux vues 
de Ja Russie et de ’Angleterre. 

Enfin, pour les détails du contréle & instituer, le Gouvernement Impérial trouverait 
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utile de s’en tenir aux considérations exposées dans Vaidemémoire du Ministire 
Tupérial des Affaires Etrangeres du 26 mars, 1909, et propose quo ce. contréle soit 
config A une commission financiére spéciale A ‘Téhéran dont la composition et les 
fonctions sont prévues au p. 6 du dit aide-mémoire, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 28 décembre, 1909 (5 janvier, 1910). 





[1080] No. 41, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 10.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to Foreign 
Office letter No, 43918/09, copy of a letter to Major P. Z. Cox, with enclosure, relative 
to the extension of his deputation in England. 


India Office, January 8, 1910. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 41, 
India Offce to Major Coz. 


Sir, India Office, January 8, 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 11th December last, Iam directed by the 
Searlary of State for India to inform you that it has oan. ound nocesary to arrange 
for your continued presence in England for the purpose of discussing certain matters 
relating to Persia and the Persian Gulf, i 

You are accordingly placed on deputation for that purpose on the usual terms, viz., 
two-thirds of your Indian aulary, for a fortnight in tho first instance, but your further 
detention must also be regarded as possible. : 

‘The Government of India have been informed accordingly by telegram, dated the 
7th instant. It is proposed to telegraph to them as early as may be found possible the 
date of your intended departure from this country, i ‘ be 

Tai to add that the period of your duty will form an interruption of your privilege 
eave, which will be resumed for the period of your journey back to India, 


am, &o. 
R. RITCHIE. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 41. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) India. Office, January 7, 1910. 

ETTER to Cox, 11th December, forwarded by mail, 17th December. In eounco- 

tion with matters under discussion with Foreign Office, it has been found necessary to 

ace him on deputation in England on usual terms for fortnight in first instance, but 

ther detention possible. I trust that arrangement will not cause inconvenience, 
Will telegraph date of intended departure as early as possible. 


ony) 


Sir G. Barélay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 10.) 
Tehran, January 10, 1910. 


(No. 11.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 

FOUNT advance to Persian Government. 

Please refer to penultimate paragraph of Sir A. Nicolson's telegram No. 4 of the 
6th January. 

T am of opinion, after consultation with the financial adviser, that a commi 
which included Bizot and Mornard would serve to control the expenditure of 
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advance in quite as effective a manner as the commission that the Russian Government 
propose, while it would certainly meet with less objection on the part of the Persian 
Government, 

Tregret to say that Bizot's contract expires at the end of next month, but heeould 
doubtless be induced to remain until the arrival of the French experts, 

Effective control. will not be ensured either by Russian proposal or by mine 1n 
itself, Such a commission, for example, could not with certainty guarantee that the 
funds set aside for troops or for a gendarmerie should actually reach the men. Only by 
paying the money to the men through an European. chatuel, ie, through foreign 
instructors, could any certainty be obtained on this score. 

‘The French experts whose engagements we hope to secure will, I trust, perform 
‘those moro permanent functions of the commission contemplated in Russian memorandum 
of the 8th April, 





[1120] No. 43. 
‘i Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 10.) 
fo, 10) 
{isigeedphiog P, 
PROPOSED advance to Persia, 
Tsaw M, Sazonow, Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, to-day, and he gave mo 
to understand that tho form and amount of Russian participation in the advance would 


probably bo settled at a discussion between the Ministers interested, which is to take 
place on the 12th January. 


St, Petersburgh, January 10, 1910. 





(1256) No. 44. 


aya Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 
No, 11, 
(Telographic.) Re St. Petersburgh, January 11, 1910, 
1 7iLlt G: BARCLAY'S telegram No, 822 of 31st December and your telegram No. 8 
of 7th January, 
Russian Government have no objection to Mr, New being lent temporarily to the 


Porsian telegraph administration for the purpose of assisting in the reorganisation of 
that department, 


(Sent to Lehran,) 





(1266) No. 45. 


Sir Biboard Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No.8) sf c 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, January 11, 1910. 
OAN of Mr. Now to Persian ‘flograph Administration, (St. Petersburgh 
telograan No. 14 of tosday,) 
We concur, 





No. 46. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Barclay, 


) 
‘phic. P, Foreign Ofice, January 11, 1910. 
ADVANCE to Persia, es ay 
Does proposal in your telegram No. 11 of yesterday mean that « commission 
consi a, one Persian subject should take control of the whole 
advance, and, after satisfying itself as to the appl y, hand it over to 
the Gover instalments? Also, do you suggest that Freuch Government should 
bo approached by Russia and ourselves with a view to retention of M, Bizot at Tehran 
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until arrival of the French financial experts? If that is your suggestion, will your 
Russian colleague make the same proposal to his Government ? : 

T am anxious to put proposal as to the regulation of the advance before Russian 
Government: in a concrete form. 


[734] No. 47. 
Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 


aie Foreign Office, January 11, 1910. 

I AM direoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the Gth instant, forwanling copy of a letter from Messrs. P. Ziegler and Oo, 
and I, ©, Dixon and Co. relative to the provision of road guards in Southern Persia, 

Tam to inform you in reply that the recommendations of these firms will be 
orn in mind in the further consideration ofthis question, 

am, 


» Ke. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[1292] No. 48, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 12.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sccretaryof State for Forvigm Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 10th January, relative to the situation on the Bushire-Lspahan road, 


India Office, January U1, 1910. 


Enclosure in No, 48. 
Viscount Morley to the Government of [ndia, 


(Telegraphic.)_P. India Office, January 10, 1910, 
ce RHTOE-ISPAHAN road. Soo tolegram of Ist instant from His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, z 7 

Tnstructions have been sent to Sir A. Nicolson to point out to Russian Government 
that necessity of furnishing moderate funds without, further delay to Persian Govern- 
ment, with a view to enabling them to restore order, is emphasised by the situation, Tt 
is in no way in contemplation at presont: to intervene for this purpose with Indian force, 
but you should maintain precautionary measures, subject to reservations contained in 
my telegram of the 7th August. 


(1336) No. 49. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 12.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Afr and, by ditetin of Viseount Morley, foryards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to India Office 
letter of the sth January, 1910, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated tho 
10th January, relative to a temporary increase of the Bunder Abbas consular guard, 


India Office, January 11, 1910. 
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Enclosure in No. 49. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic. P. India Office, January 10, 1910. 
era a ry 10, 1910, 
dated the 5th January. 





[1369] 


i Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived January 12.) 
0, 12) 
{eloges hic) P, Tehran, January 12, 

TAs ERN AZERBAIJAN, : Me 

Tn continuation of my telegram No, 8 of the 9th January, Ihave the honour to 
report that official news has been received of a further defeat of the Karadaghis under 
Rahim Khan’s son, Rebels aro said to have been repulsed with heavy loss after an 
unsticeessful attempt upon Ahar from various sides, 

Tn communicating tle above, His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez reports 
that he learns confidentially that Government troops at Ahar are running short of 

munition, and that in ‘Tabreex governor-general has very little to spare. I am 

nformed by Minister of Ttevior that extra. supplies are being dispatched from capital, 
Government appoar anxious, as it will tako over u fortnight to wach Alar, 





[1370] No, 51, 


9 Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recetved January 12.) 
(No. 18,). i" 


(Telographie.) P. 
EASTERN AZERBALIAN. 
Lam informed by His Majesty's acting consul at Tabreez that at the urgent order 
of tho Viceroy of the Caucasus some 200 Russian troops have been sent to reconnoitre 
in the neighbourhood of Ahar, from Tabreez and Ardebil, and to collect precise details 
as to respective atrength of the Government and the rebel troops, 

_ It is to bo regretted, since the movement of Russian troops, by whatever innocent 
motives it may be prompted, will, with little doubt, be interpreted as support to Rahim 
Khan hy public opinion, Neither M_ Poklewski nor the Russian consuls at Ardebil, 
nor, apparently, the Russian consul at Tabreez, was consulted as to the dispatch of 
these troops. "This fuilure to consult the Russian foreign agents seems the more 
strange in that the Cuncasns anthorities abandoned, on the udvice of the Russian 


consul at Ardebi, the plan they had formed some days ago of sending a detachment to 


Tehran, January 12, 1910. 


(Paivato and Very Confidential 


Poklewski is complaining of this independent action on the part of the military 
authorities, but has asked me not to report this officially to my Government. 





(1372) No, 52. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 12.) 
(No, 12) 
(Pelographic.) BR. 

ROAD guards in Southern Persia. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs handed me a memorandum to-day on the subject. 
Russian Government agree as to the necessity of instituting road guards, and they also 
agree as to an increase of 10 per cent. on customs revenues for a period not exceeding 
threo years, on condition that the proceeds of the surtax be devoted to payment of 
guards. In view of fact that projected measure principally applies to roads in central 
zone, it would appear desirable that expenditure of sums be under practical control of 
the Russian and British consular representatives in that zone, As regards British 


St. Petersburgh, January 12, 1910, 


a 


sphere, such control would be exclusively in hands of British consuls. Increase of 
customs revennies could be effected by an exchange of notes with the Persian Govern- 
ment, in which it should be laid down that surtax should be paid into Russian and 
British banks. Russian Government do not require road guards on their roads in the 
north, Minister for Foreign Affairs explained verbally that they already existed, and, 
moreover, roads were guarded by Russian troops. : 
Russian Government consider that this question of road guards is quite distinct 
from general question of organising a gendarmerie and reorganising the Persian army. 
‘This question is a complicated oue which will take a long time to work out. Tn the 
meantime, as disorders usually occur in the spring, it is necessary for the Persian 
Government to make preparations for eventnalities. Only measure would bo 
immediate reinforcement of Cossack brigade, which, by help of its native officers and 
native non-commissioned officers, could be expanded into a division, or more. Russian 
Government would be ready to supply guns and military supplies on credit to Persian 


Russian Government, 
in view of possible intrigues and foreign influence, consider it to be unquestionably 
desirable that instruction should be entrusted solely to Russian and British officers, 
and they propose that both Governments should use all their influence and exhaust all 
means at their disposal before making any concessions on that point, ‘The financial 
aid desired by Persian Government ailords the most. powerful lever for that. purpose, 
and this should be utilised. In last resort it would be possible to permit. Persian 
overnment to employ only subaltern officers of a foreign nationality other than 
Russian or British, and only after preliminary agreement with Russia and Great, 
Britain, Chief supe must always remain in British and Russian hands, 

Twill send a translation of memorandum by messenger to-morrow. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 





[1373] SCE 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 12.) 
(No. 13.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
MY telegram No. 10 of the 10th January, 
Lam informed by M. Isvolsky that the question of an advance to Persia will not be 
Aiscussed to-night, but from our conversation T gathered the follo 


His Government are prepared to make an immediate advanco of 100,000,—and in 
view of the apparent urgency I would submit that this should be accepted—while the 
betilement of the conditions would be left to. the representatives at Tohran. Tho 
Persian Government would thus secure 200,001, for their immediate needs. With 
regard to the advance of a further 200,000L,, AL Iavolsky said that he could not make 
fang’ definite promise that his Goverment would be prepared to put down their half of 
this sum, but he intimated that it might he possible, if discussions for loan wero 
commenced now, for his Goverament to accord their half share of the advance as an 

ont of their eventual share of the.loan, M. Isvolaky said that he could make no 
promises, but Russia might find it easier to put down her moiety of the second 200,001. 
f negotiations for a loan were commenced forthwith, 


St. Petersburgh, January 12, 1910. 





(1374) 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 12.) 
No. 14.) 
‘elegraphic.) P. : 
MY telegram No, 12 of the 12th instant. 
From the Russian memorandum on the subject of road guards, and on th 
important questions of the reorganization of the Persian army and the institut 
gendarmerie, I gather that it is not their intention to attach to our furnishing an 
advance the condition that the instructors of’ the future gendarmerie and army 
should be Russian and British subjects. In fact, Iam inclined to think that some 


St. Petersburgh, January 12, 1910. 
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control over expenditure would be the only condition which Russia would demand in 
advancing 100,001. Might I, perhaps, put this question to them? I gather that it is 
only when a loan is to be made that they would have recourse to the financial lever, 
and would press for the appointment of instructors as indicated in their memorandum. 

T had already informed M. Isvolsky in writing on 20th December (see Sir G. 
Barclay’s telegram No. 820 and your telegram No, 1371) that we wished to drop our 
intention of introducing into the ‘negotiations for an advance any condition as to the 
nationality of the road guards, 





424) No. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received January 13.) 


i Winchester House, Old Brood Street, 
Sir, London, January 12, 1910. 

I HAVE tho honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the Sth instant 
advising me of the dispatch to the Government of India of a telegram on behalf of 
this company authorising (1) tho engagement of Mr. Scott at 1,000 rupees per month, 
without travelling expenses in the field, as the company would provide all tents and 
transport, the poriod of employment not to exceed two years, and to terminate earlier 
if the triangulation was completed before the expiration of that period; (2) advisin, 
that a young European surveyor, now in Persia, would be attached to the party to fill 
in the topography under the supervision of Mr. Scott, so that the native establishment 
accompanying the latter should be as small as possible; and adding (3) that if 
Mr, Scott accepted these terms it was important that he should proceed to Persia 
immediately 

T shall be glad to know if any reply to the above message has been received from 
the Government of India, and, if not, I'shall be obliged if you will cause a telezram to 
bo sont asking when Mr. Scott will sail for Persia, 

Thave, &. 
©. GREENWAY, Managing Director. 





(1872) No. 56. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 

(No. 10.) 
(stegraphia) | P. Foreign Office, January 13, 1910. 

ROAD guards 

In view of communication made by Russian Government (see Sir A. Nicolson’s 
telegram No, 12 of yesterday), what is your opinion? I ask your views specially as 
to suggested levy of surcharge at Bushire alone, Board of ‘Trade think this might be 
done, but that lovy at all ports would give rise tn considerable objection. In my 
opinion, thers are obvious objections to levy at Bushire only. 





(1373) No, 57. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay 
(Nopedhicy 
(Telegraphic, a Foreign Office, January 13, 1910, 

ADVANGE to Roma, (Geo my telegram No 18 of toey eects ee at 
Petersburgh, 

What is your opinion as to advisability of devoting some of present advance to 
road guards?” If Ra think it advisable, and M. Poklewski agrees, a condition must 
be made to that effect. 

Wo are making atrangements for depositing the advanco with the Bunk of Persia. 
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11373) No, 58, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicoleon. 

Corea) _P Foreign Office, J 13, 1910, 
Telegraphic.) P. reign Ofiee, January 13, 
ESOVANCE to Pena. y 

Tt might be as well to exact some conditions as to grant and control of the frst 
200,000/, These conditions might be decided by the representatives at Tehran, Will 
you ak M Isvelsky to authorise M Poklewski to consult with His Majesty's repro- 
Seutative on this subject ? 





[1525] No. 59. 
India Office to Foreign Office, —(Received January 14.) 


Sir, India. Office, January 13, 1910, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 29th’ November, and to enclose herewith two accounts 
(in triplicate) of expenditure incurred minection with the construction of 
the Central Persia telegraph line, together with a eopy of « not by the directa 
chief, Indo-Eurmpean Teloraph Department, which tho Beratary of State has spproved 
on the subject ; and I am to request that they may be forwarded to His Majesty's 
Minister at ‘Tehran with a view to the presentation of the accounts to the Persian 
Government for acceptance. 

Thave, &, 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 59. 


Accoust against the Persian Government for the Capital cost of the Central Persia, 
1 elepeasl Line, constructed from Tehran to the Baluchistan frontier of India, by 


the Indo-European Telegraph Department for the Persian Government, under the 
Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia, dated the 16th August, 1902, 
Reo ps 
ronan 18/9 
780,008 5 6 


Bo ee oe IPA 


Cortified that the expenditure shown under cash charges in this account was 
actualy inure] in payment for transport of materials fom cin port, for ditsibition 
of stores along line, for wages of labourers, for petty local purchases, &e, Certified 
also that, as regards the value of stores, all the telegraph material was purchased in 
England through the Store department of the India Office, and that the amount 
included in the account represents the actual value of the stores purchased and used on 
the construction of the Central Persia telegraph line, 

. A. KIRK, Director-in-Chief, 
‘Indo-European Telegraph Department, 
December 8, 1909. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 59, 


Accouyr against the Persian Government for Advances made under Article 2 of the 
Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia, dated the 16th August, 
1902, during the Construction of the Central Persia ‘Telegraph Line from Tehran to 
the Baluchistan Frontier of India for the Government of Persia, 

Rs. 
Particulars—Salaries and allowances of establishment oe 96,581 
(1704) 





380 


Certified that the expenditure shown in this account for establishment charges 
‘was actually incurred for the payment of the salaries and allowances of the sta 
employed in the direction and supervision of the work of constructing the Central 
Persia telegraph line, under article 2 of the convention, dated the 16th August, 1902, 

H. A. KIRK, Director-in- Chief, 


Indo-European Telegraph Department, 
December 8, 1909. 


Enclosure 8 in No, 59, 
Note by the Director-in-Chief, Indo-European Department, dated the 8th December, 1909. 


THE aceounts of expenditure incurred in the construction of the Central Persia 
telegraph line are herewith submitted for presentation to the Persian Government, 

2. Th presenting the accounts for the acceptance of the Persian Government it 
seems advisable that the following explanations should be given:— 


a.) That che aecounts of the expenditure on the work have been kept, like the 
ordinary accounts of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, in Indian currency. 

(b.) That for the payments in Persia made in krans, the rates of exchange between 
kkrans and rupees prevailing at, the time of the payments have been taken, 

(.) That the payments in England in pounds sterling have been taken at the 
exchange of 11, being equivalent to 15 rupees. 

i I hat the rato ot ‘exchange for francs has been taken as 25 fr. being equivalent, 
tol 


3, Tho account of the eapital cost of the Central Persia telegraph line amounts to 
Tupees 18,76,215 : 5:3, ‘This amount is equivalent to 125,081/. Os. 54d., or to 
annual rental payable to the Persian Government for the use 
it revenue of the line at 4 per cent, on its capital cost will, therefore, 
nt to 125,081'021 fr. Under article 4 of the ‘Telegraph Convention of the 
16th August, 1902, three-quarters of this amount, or 93,810°76975 fr, will be retained 
by the British Government, and the balance $1,270'255525 will be paid annually to the 
Persian Government in two halfyearly instalments, It would be of advantage that 
the fraction of a frane should be excluded tn these payments, and that tho half-year! 
payment should be 15,695 fr, This rental is due as from the Ist July, 1907, the date 
on which the construction of the telegraph line was completed, and the first half-yearly 
Payment fell due on the Ist January, 1908, ‘The payment then mado was at the 
minimum rate of 12,500 fi. per half-year, Further payments were made on the 
let July, 1908; Ist January, 1909; ist July, 1909; and a payment has been 
arranged for on tho Ist January, 1910, On these five payments there is a balance due 
to the Persian Government of 18,675 fr the difference between the 12,500 fr. actually 
paid each time and the 15,685 fr now shown to be due. ‘Theso arrears can be paid 
when the account has been accepted as correct by the Persian Government, 

4. ‘Tho account submitted forthe udvances toade under attile 2 of the convention 
shows an expenditure of rupees 96,561 : 4 : 11, the equivalent of 160,935°5208 fr. The 
sottlement of this account will, no doubt, be allowed to be deferred to suit the 
convenience of the Persian Government, as is being done in the case of the payment 
duo for tho telegraph Tine and cable between Henjain and Bunder Abbas provided by 
the Indo-European Telegraph Department for the Persian Government, 

5, In connestion with the provision of telegraph offices and buildings along the 
Contral Persia line there has been some expenditure under article 6 of the convention, 
A separate account will be prepared of this expenditure, and submitted later. The 
Persian Minister of Telegraph, in a letter, dated the th April, 1904, to the address of 
the British Minister at Tehran, agreed that the expenditure for the provision of 
telegraph buildings, whether by building them, purchasing, or renting them, was to be 
‘a charge to the Persian Goverament. 
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1559) No. 60. 
Mr. P, ©. Strick to Foreign Office —(Received January 14.) 


Sir, Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, January 13, 1910. 
SINCE writing to you on the 31st ultimo, further cablegrams have been exchanged 
botweon my firm and its agent at Tehran, copies of which I encloso. : 
Thave, &. 
PRANK ©, STRICK. 


Enclosure in No. 60. 


Cablegrams exchanged between Messrs, Strick & Co. and their Tehran Agent, Mr. David 
Brown, of the Imperial Bank of Persia, subsequent to the 31st December, 1909, 


Sent to D. Brown : 


“For your private information only, we know from second party, Persian Minister 
here, who is son of Persian Foreign Minister, has full information about offers made 
by you. We believe Persian Minister, London, is interested in syndicate of little 
account, which is endeavouring to obtain concession Ormuz. Do you think Persian 
Minister, London, has any influence with Persian Government ?” 


Received from D, Brown :— 

“Tn reply to your telogram, Morteza Khan Sani-od-Dowleh informs me that our offer 

wil be referred to special conneil next Thursday (ce, the 18th January), and hopes it 
ble 


will receive favourable consideration, Opposition syndicate greatly weakened owing 
to backsliders. I do not consider influence, Persian Minister, London, is of value.” 


Sent to D. Brown 


“For your information, Andrew Weir & Co. are doing their utmost to fix a 
prompt steamer to load 6,000 tons at Ormuz,” 





(1597) No. 61. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reoeived January 14.) 
Tehran, January 14, 1910. 


.) P, 
Any Azorbaijn, 
Tn continuation of my telegram No, 13 of the 12th January, I have the honour to 
report that I learn from the Minister of the Interior that Persian Government are 
about to make a formal ‘eae to the Russian Government against the dispatch of 


troops to Alar, which will be heralded by Rabkmi Khan as a proof of Russian support 
of Mehemet Ali, for whoso cause he declares he has taken up arms, 
inoe the reeent victories of the Government troops, the Karadaghi and Shahsevan 
chiofs have, His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez states, boon wavering, whothor 
to continue the insurrection. ; ‘ 
‘The present moment was therefore more than usually inopportune for the Russian 
action. 


(1598) No. 62. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 14.) 
Tehran, January 14, 1910. 


(No. 15,) 
(Telegraphic.) _P, 
“RDVANCE to Persian Government, 
Please refer to your telegrams Nos 9 of the 11th January and 12 of the 13th 
January. 
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Following is substance of a communication which I suggest we’ should now be 
authorised to make to Persian Government : 


& 


“1, Tho engagement in the Ministry of Finance of soven French experts with 
executive powers in accordance with the recommendations embodied in a report 
which M, Bizot is now submitting to Persian Government, payment of all money 
being withheld until Persian Government formally apply tor the loan of these men to 
France; and f pe 

“9, Kor the formation of an adequate gendarmerie to maintain order ou the 
roads, with foreign instructors of whom the two Powers shall have approved, 


In the event of a railway enterprise in Persia, Persian Government to undertake 
to give to two Powers, upon terms equally favourable to nny offered by third parties, 
the refuusd, in the case of railways in which each, respectively, is especially interested, 
of any concession which may be under consideration.” 


It is not necessary, for tho present, to, say anything concerning M. Bizot in Paris. 
A financial wlviser can be dispensed with ifour conditions regarding the French experts 
are nccopted by Persian and M, Bizot, while unwilling to renew his 
contract, will agree to remain in Tehran provisionally in order to introduce the new 
experts to thie work, although he is of opinion that his services would be more useful in 
Franco to uid in the selection of suitable men, in which case he would return with them 
to Persia, In the meanwhile M. Mornard would suffice on the commission of control 
exposed above, . 

Th any ease this commission ean only be considered as a pis aller; present con- 
ditions preclude any bettor arrangements but T could not recommend that the neces 
sarily imperfect chiracter of the control should deter His Majesty's Government, from 

ranting a prompt wdvance, 
SL Coc ciratrariairtion sburenrniys: mitpeve tortie cake fot is 
Government with regard to— 


1, ‘The appointment of instructors for the gendarm F ae 
4, The inelukion, ae APU oondition, of the Uramia Lake Genceaaos, the negotiations 
with Inam Kuli Mirza having broken down, 


Neither my Russian colleague nor T, owing probably to a heavy snowfall, are yet 
aequainted with the decision of the Russian Government, but I conclude from your 
telegram No. 11 that they have consented to a joint advance, in two instalments, of 
400,000, 





[1736] No. 63. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received January 16.) 


(No, 17. 
Erni RB Tehran, January 16, 1910. 


ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

With reference to your telegram No, 12 of the 13th January, and to your telegram 
No, 18 to Sir A. Nicolson of same date, [should not be inclined to.attach the clauses 
concerning gendarmerie and railways if we can only promise Persian Government a 
joint advance of 200,000/. K - ‘ 

‘The smaller advance must of course be made subject to conditions which will 
enable us to exercise control, and at this period the engagement of foreign financial 
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experts, involving as it does only inconsiderable expense, and indispensable as it is for 
any permanent improvement, should be made a sine qud non, but I should not wish to 
urge that any portion of the 200,000, should be devoted to the gendarmerie; to 
re-establish conditions in which a gendarmerie or road guards would suffice to maintain 
order is of more urgent importance than to institute such a force. I would propose 
that Persian Government should be allowed to employ this money in organising 
punitive expeditions or such military operations, in the interest of their prestige, as 
they may deem advisable, 

I propose to take the above line when M, Poklowski receives authorisation to 
discuss the conditions with me, 





No. 64. 


Paste Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received January 16.) 
(No. 16, 
(Telegraphic, P. St. Petorsburgh, January 16, 1910. 

LAST paragraph of Tehran telogram No, 15, Joint advaneo to Persian’ Governe 
ment. 

A joint advance of 400,0001,, in two instalments, has not yet received the consent 
of the Russian Government. M. Isvolsky has taken uo engagements as to a second 
advance of 200,000/., though I have received verbal intimation to the efluct that. if 
negotiations for a loan were opened the Russian Government might possibly consider it. 
As to the first joint advance of 200,000/,, I hope to receive their consent in writing, the 
arrangement of all questions of control and conditions being left to the two representa 
tives, 
2 
(1780) No. 65, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 17, 1910.) 
(No. 221.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, December 27, 1900, 

SINCE last inail the principal events calling for m have been the withdrawal 
of a number of Russian troops from Kazvin and the Ardebil distriet and tho formal 
application of the Persian Government to the two Powers for an advance of 500,001. 

‘Tho detachments at Kazvin, at Tabroez, and in the Ardebil district now number 
‘some 1,000 or 1,100 1 ion of the Kazvin force, which it is. to bo 
hoped will not stoy wi val of the 600 or 700 men who have recently left, 
has not softened the tone of the press, which continues to publish strongly anti-[eussi 
articles, but so far the Medjliss, restrained no doubt. by Nasreul-Mulk’s moderating. 
influence, has kept remarkably quiet. 

On the 20th ultimo the Ministerial programme, of which I transmit @ summary, 
was presented to the Mediliss, and, after being discussed in secret session, was formally. 
approved, the tivo items on which the best chanco of success depends—tho borrowing. 
of 500,001, and the engagement of foreign advisers—being accepted only subject to 
the eventual approval by the Medjliss of the conditions attached to the advance and of 
the terms on which foreign advisers are to be engaged. On the 12th instant the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs called privately at the two legations to give us notice that 
the application for the advance would be made on the following day, and to urge upon 
my colleague and me the pressing need of the Persian Government and the dosirability 
of keeping back any disagreeable conditions until the negotiations for the larger loan 
contemplated in the Ministerial programme for the extinction of the floating deht. On 
the following day, as already reported by telograph, his Highness called again, this 
time accompanied by the Minister of Finance, and formally applied for the advance 
which the two Ministers declared to be imperatively needed for the restoration of ordor 
and for reforms in the administration, especially in the Department of Finance. 

Since the application for the advance things have marked time in ‘Tehran, the 
Cabinet is anxiously awaiting to learn the conditions which the two Powers decide to 
attach to the advanee, and loses no opportunity of impressing upon my colleague and 
me that its resignation will follow a breakdown of the negotiations, 

It is from no desire to spare Persian susceptibilities that I have sought in some 


degree eras the scope of our conditions. In so doing I have been actuated solely 
704 





cry 


by my conception of the joint interest of the two Powers, which I cannot but think 
would be best served by giving, as promptly as may be, a substantial sum to the 
present Government. ‘The relative tranquillity which has marked the period sinee 
the revolution may last through the winter months, but I look forward to the coming 
of spring, when the tribes commence their summer migration, with no little apprehen- 
sion, unless by that. time the Central Government has gained strength to prevent a 
recrudescence of disorder, and this it can only do by obtaining funds without delay 
and using them aright. ‘The failure of the Government to re-establish its authority 
must sooner or later necessitate the intervention of the two Powers, however reluctant 
they may be to take such a step, and I feel that I should be greatly to blame in this 
eventuality if the failure of the Government had come about through a breakdown of 
the present: negotiations due to any demand which I had suggested over and above 
those which Lhad deemed strictly necessary in order to ensure, as far as possible, the 
proper employment of the money. Indeed, I consider that only success would justify 
the fourth condition which I suggested in my telegram No, 800, viz., that relating to the 
earmarking of railways, and if later it should uppear likely to wreck the advance, I 
should bo glad to see it waived in so far that we might, while foregoing any undertaking 
in the sense desired, content ourselves merely with making the joint con i 
indicated in tho 12th paragraph of the memorandum handed t6 M. Isvolsky on the 
18th October, 1008. ‘The other three conditions which I suggested are all desigued to 
secure, as far as may be, the useful employment of the money. ‘The form of control 
i, I think, the best that could be devised for the moment, though we might stip 

tho addition to the ion of one or more of the French experts, who, it is proposed, 
should be engaged. But in order that this control should be really effective it will be 
necessary that the gendarmerie, to which a great part of the money should be devoted, 
should receive their pay through European channels, and for this reason, if for no other, 
it would be vory desirable that Buropean instructors should be engaged. If, how 
Anssia cannot bo persuaded to admit the engagement of any Europeans but Russ 

in the North, it seems open to question whether it might not be wiser to drop even this 
condition, so much do I fear that, sooner than consent to the engagement of more 
Russian officers, the Medjliss, which already looks on the Cossack Brigade as differing 
Tittle from a Russian force, may prefer to forego any financial assistance from the two 
Powers. 

As regards the state of public order in the province during the past four weeks, 
the only ovent of any importance reported has been a fight near Sarab a day or two 
ayo between a son of Rahim Khan and some of the Government force sent from 
‘Tohran, Sardar Assad’s son commanded the Goveramont troops, and the fight is said 
to havo resulted in the complete defeat of Rahim Khan's men. The state of the 
Bushise-Tspaban road was up to the last fow days, if anything, worse than when last T 
wrote, but I learn this morning that a few caravans are passing now between Kazeroon 
and Shiraz, the Boir Ahmadi tribesmen having been compelled by the severe cold to 
abandon their encampments, and that the road between Ispahan and Yezdikhast is no 
Jonger blocked by Kuhgelui, Latest advices also denote some improvement on the 
Kermanshah-Hamadan road, I have no further details regarding the situation at 
Shiraz, but the two consuls continue to press my colleague and me to urge the 
dismissal of Sowlet-ed-Dowleh from the Mkhaniship of the ‘Kashgai, with whom 
AM. Passek is naturally very indignant, as he believes him to be responsible for the 
recent attack on his caravan, Knowing the powerlessness of the Central Government, 
we have refrained from pushing them to adopt a course which Sardar Assad, from his 
Jealousy of Sowleted-Dowleh, would be only too willing to adopt if he felt strong 
‘enough to do 80, 

Thaye, &. 
G. BARCLAY, 


Pricis of Ministerial Programme submitted by the Persian Cabinet to the Nationat 
oy Assembly, November 30, 1909. 
(Dranslation,) 
ALTER a lengthy preamble respecting the urgent necessity for reforms, the 
ne states that the main object which the Government must keep in view is 
tenance of order in the country. For this purpose it is necessary— 
(1) To maintain a wellorgan 


sed force, and to station it permanently in different 
parts of the country ; 
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(2.) To employ regular road-guards for the protection of trade routes; and 
(3) To organise an efficient police force in all the towns. 


Military reforms will require careful consideration, and, when completed, the 
sclieme will be laid before Parliament, As a temporary measure for the maintenance 
of order, the Government propose to have between 25,000 and 30,000 of the existing 
soldiers under arms. ‘The budget for this force will be submitted to Parliament for 
approval. 

PPI To carry on the Government a sum_of 2,500,000 tomans (500,002) is necessary at 
‘once, and as this sum is difficult to obtain in the country at this moment, it is proposed 
that ‘a fresh loan should be raised. In view of the importance of maintaining order 
throughout the country, it is proposed by the Government to open negotiations without 
delay for the purpose of obiaining an advance of the above-mentioned sum, and 

subsequently to negotiate respecting a larger loan for the purpose of consolidating tho 
different advances made to the Government at high interest, The interest paid by the 
State on the loan will naturally be at a lower rate than that now borne by the advances, 

ind thns a new source will be found for the payment of interest and sinking fund on 
che amonnt to be borrowed. The result. of the negotiations for the Joan will in duo 
course be submitted to Parliament. 


treasury department. ‘The budget for each department will have to be fixed and 
presented to Parliament, but before undertaking theso budgets, and putting them into 
execution, those which were in foree when the present Government took office will 
hold good. 

It will further be necessary to reorganise the various departments of the Govern- 
ment on modern lines, and for this purpose it is pe NaS foreign advisers 
in order that a proper reform should be assured. ‘The Administrations of Justice and 
Education are particularly in need of reform, and the work of reforming. tho 
Adininistration of Justice is already in hand. New laws will be submitted to 
Parliament, but until this is done the present system will continue in force, and the 
Minister of Justice will be authorised to select his own subordinates. A Bill for 
educational reform will be submitted to Parliament, and will include provision for the 
‘expense of sending students to Europe. 


(1781) No, 66. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 17, 1910,) 


& Tehran, December 27, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from His Majesty's consule 
general at Meshed reporting the judicial murder at Nishapur of two Ismailis at: tho 
instigation of the clergy. é 

Thave pointed out to the Persian Government the deplorable impression that 
would be produced if the facts of this case were made known in England, where the 
Tsmailis, owing to the position of the Aga Khun as a British subject, are the object of 
very special interest, and I have urged the necessity of punishing the culprits aud of 
dismissing the governors of Darud and Nishapur, the latter of whom appears to have 
shown culpable weakness, and the former having been practically an accomplice in the 
outrages. 

Sardar Assid, to whom my representations were made, seemed to realise how 
important it waa that an example should be anade of the fanation rgponsible for theay 

imes, and promised to punish the two culprits, who have been brought to Tehran for 
trial, “He told me however, thatthe Persian Government dk not fel strong enough 
to exeoute two Mollahs without the sanction of the Ulema at Nejef, for which he had 
already asked, but he promised to dismiss the two governors, and if the Ulema refused 
to sanction the execution of the two culprits, to imprison for life Bagher Darrudi, who 
Selaally aunmtted (oe rmuslers, ant! ta Wepes Mon Charla, ie uation 6b 
‘inte, to Kerbslay -Meauwlile; Ne begged inc to Koop og ninttar out of ise presm 
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I shall watch this matter and do my best to keep Sardar Assad to his word, but 
I may have some difficulty, as the Government appears to be anxious not to precipitate 
4 conflict with the clergy at this juncture, 
In my despatch No. 211 of the 21st November I drew attention to the absence of 
@ clerical element from the present Medjliss, and as time goes on signs are not wanting 
to indiente that the iew régime aims at eliminating the bancful influence of the Mollahse 
who naturally resent any attempt to exclude them from participation in public affairs. 
There ate, in fact, at this moment indicatious of friction between the new régime 
‘and the clergy, and for this reason it is feared by Sardar Assad that unless the Govern- 
‘ment are careful the clergy may seize some exeuse for inflaming fanaticism on the part 
of the ignorant masses in order to discredit the present Administration, 
Thave, &. 
'G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No, 66, 
Consul-General Sykes to Sir G, Barclay, 


December 7, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Mohammad Khan, the munshi of this 
consulate-generul, and aman of high character, bas returned from enquiring into the: 
vory serious outrages perpetrated on the Isinailis, und what he states fully comfirms, 
and also suppleme ition received by me from various sources. Consequently 
my facts are substan 

formation that the Ismailis, the 

Highness Aga Khan, who is the leading 

Th Persia they are seattered about in small, poverty-stricken 

ivinly in the Kainat (Sehdeh) and Nishapur districts, and during my 

connection with Persia no such outrages have occurred, and it has been under a 
roformed aud 4o-culled enlightened Government that these poor men have been outraged, 
done to death, and then treated with unmentionable indign Indeed, their bodies 
‘wore still unburied a fow days ago, 

the instigator of the whole business is apparently a certain Mollah Abdul 

Karim, who was in Ismaili, but became n convert to Shia doctrines. He pointed out 

to the Moin-uls ha, a minor wujtehid of Mes Constitutionalist, 

that there was certain’ property in charge of Mollab 

paid to his Highness the Aga Ki 

the sei of the property, Last October the Moi 
for Mollah Suliman and other Ismailis to Meshed where an enqui 

gmt, This step was followed by the hurubs_proceedin, 

0 miles east, of Nishapur, wh ji 


n proceeded to 

obtained a strong 

Me la, which was sent to and 

ed! by the Moin-ul-Ghuruba. -Mulk, 

overnor of Nishipur, who replied tha 
4, Mollah Sulman, Molle Husain Ai, and th 

to Darrud whore they’ were sentenced to death ; chief priest, Haji Akhund, 

who is sao in the British consulate-general, was condeumed to death in his absence, 

After this the governor of Darrud and Haji Mohammad Bakir Durrudi went to 

Nishapur and reported the matter to the governor and to Sheikh Aya, the leding 

mujtehid, ‘The latter, however, refuse ing to do with the case. ‘The 

Khazin-ul-Mulk was asked to se Dut’ refused to do so, This is 

corroborated by of poliee, who pointed out to the governor what a serious 

position he wa8 in, Indeed, what can’ be thought of a governor who, knowing what 
was hoyponings refed to act” There i wore to fellow 

Taji Mohammad Bukit Dui en persiaded the Moin-ul-Ghuruba to allow 

and the men were murdered by Durrudi and theit corpses treated with 

obscene indig he governor of Nishapur was petitioned by the Ismailis to 

be allowes a corpses, but demanded a lange sum of money, which was not 


given Others of xs who had not escaped hud to pay the governor of 
ishapur for th 
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6, Subsequently, owing to srong orders fom Tohran and my arial at Nishapur, 

Haji Mohammad Bakir was seized and sent to Tehran. ‘The Moin-ul-Ghuruba is still 

at Meshed, but Iam exerting much pressure for him to follow. I may add that the 
has confirmed the accuracy of the above. : 

7. I think, Sir, that apart from the fact that the Ismailis are connected with us, 
the dictates of humanity demand that exemplary punishment be meted out to the two 
Mollahs and to the governors of Nishapur and of Darrud. ‘This I feel sure that you 
will insist upon. My Russian colleague and the Persian authorities agree with mo that 
these outrages would never have occurred had Nishapur been under Khorasan, by 
which province it is surrounded, and we are all addressing Tehran to remedy this state 
of affairs. Ineed hardly refer to the bank ease as an instance of the great difficulty 
of getting the governor of Nishapur to act, and I trust both that this individual may 
ie dimmed aol Gat Nalacae may be restored to Khorasan. It was temporarily 
severed to suit the personal convenience of his Highness the Naur-ed-Dowleh, but 
until this anomaly be done away with it is hopeless to expect any reform in the distriot, 
My latest information shows that a reign of terror still exists, and that the Ismailia 
aro being blackmailed and robbed, but this I hope to stop by a telegram to the governor 
of Nishapur that will assure them safety anti the legation can Mies Geis ach ONE 
this case, which, if published, would be a heavy blow to any prestige the new régimo 
may have aoquited. : 

8. A copy of this lotter is being sent to the Government of India, 

Thave, &e. 
'P, M, SYKES, Major. 





(1782) No. 67. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 17, 1910.) 


Ges 223.) 
ir, ‘Tehran, December 30, 1909. 

IHAVL the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 154, calling for 
my observations on’a chemo submitted to cortain gentlemen for the improvement of 
the communications between Bunder Abbas and Kerman. 

Any British scheme calculated to facilitate communications between the Gulf and 
the kets of Central Persia is to be welcomed, and I concur in the view that in 
principle the project merits the support of His Majesty's Government. At tho samo 
time, 1 can hold out no very confident hope that the Medjliss will be willing to grant 
the concession, for there are already indications that their attitude towards foreign 
enterprise in Persia, cepetially British and Russian, will be no less hostile than was 
that of the last Assembly. 

Tnotice that those interested in the present schome morely intend for th emoment 
to form a syndicate for the purpose of sending an engineer to make a survey. I would 
‘Yonturé to abenee thit at (ie Viemnne LaGHADE LHD coeatey to usealeve sta ard Lary 
tnsafe, a tho ordinary danger of th road areagravael by Ue prsanco of Afghan 
i eanerifurarestweolaré Likely otioe par todincly viedioutcatiiie eeaevca  Geeata cette 
increased severity of the measures we are taking for tho suppression of the arms traflic, 
and tho engineer sls by tho syndicate would havo tbo aosompaniol by a strong 
escort. ‘This the Persinn Government aro at present inno position to) supply, an 
unless we are prepared to provide it ourselves and insist on its being permitted to, 
accompany the engineer, it would perhaps be better to postpono his mission for the 


present. 
Thave, & 
G. BARCLAY, 


No. 68, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 17, 1910.) 


(Wo 224) 
ir, Tehran, December 31, 1909. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith tho usual monthly summary of evonts in 


Persia for the past four weeks. 


T have, &, 
G, BARCLAY. 


(2704) 7 
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Enclosure in No. 68. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia for Four Weeks ending December 31, 1909. 


Tehran, 


The Assembly —Tho Ministerial programme, which was presented to the Medjliss on 
the 30th November, was formally agreed to at the sitting of the 7th December, when 
all the Cabinet Ministere attended. ‘The Assembly, however, availed itself of the 
opportunity to remind th. Ministers of their obligation to consult Parliament in all 
matters of finance. 

‘After considerable discussion, the Assembly, on the 15th instant, decided by a 
vote of the majority to allow the Government mint to make contracts for the minting 
of silver to tho valve of 400,0000. 

During the past month the Assembly has been chiefly occupied preparing new 
intornal regulations, which were read for the third time on the 28th instant. 

Scoret sittings of the House have been very frequent, and it is understood that the 
subject discussed at theso meetings has heen principally concerning the pay to be 
allotted to the doputies. It is stated that the deputies are to receive 100 tomans (20L.) 
a-month each, and that they have in fact already drawn one month's pay. 

The Press—Tho Tehran press continues to attack the Russians at every available 
‘opportunity. 

Financial Diffculrie. —The Government applied on the 13th instant to the British 
and Russian Logations for a joint advance of 000,000L,, and is still awaiting a reply. 

G. P. CHURCHILL, 


‘Tabrees, 


1, His Majesty's acting consul-general returned to Tabreez from Soujboulak on the 
18th Decomber. 

2, Tabroos has remained undisturbed, but fighting has taken place near Sarab 
botweon a force of tribesmen under the gon of Rahim Khan and the Government 
troops under Sardar Assad’s son and Yefraim, in which tho latter are reported to havo 
Doon successful. 


Astarabad, 


1. Our agent reports that Salar Moktader, Hkhani, who was with the Hghi Turko- 
mans, was, in the middle of November, summoned by the Governor of Astarabad. Ho 
sent. message to the Russian consul asking for assurances for himself. ‘The latter 
ropliod that he could not giv assurances until he bad seen the governor, but if he then 
failed to give them, Salar Moktador should either go to Russia or collect the Turko- 
mans and plunder the country, in which case he would receive his (the consul’s) 
support. A later report states that Salar Moktader died on his way to ‘Tehran. 

2. ‘Towards the end of November two Russian officers, with Russian flags, visited 


the Turkoman tribes and encouraged them to plunder, The Government reported the 
matter to Tehran. 


Meshed. 

1, Major Sykes returned from a tour to Nishapur, ‘Turshiz, and ‘Turba 
29th Novembor. a coer 

2, Five “ Young Persians" from Tehran reached Meshed early in December, three 
of them being appointed assistant governor-general, chof de cabinet, and head of the 
polic rexpootively. ‘Thay at first decided on a policy of sweeping reforms, including 
tho dismissal of the governor-genoral, but later they modified their views, and, adopting 
‘a moderate policy, are doing good work. In Major Sykes’ opinion, if tho machinery 
an be kopt working without fresh erges for the next few months, th situation will 
undoubtedly improve, but it appears that Prince Dabija is determined to prevent all 
reforms, 

3. Munsursul-Mulk has been dismissed from the governorship of Dara, 
Nusratul-Mamalik appointed in his place. ‘The Russian consul-general has tolraed 


the governor-general that this appointment does not meet with his approval 
: that r nor 
with that of the authorities in Transcaspia. ee 
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4, A municipal octroi has been started. A notice was sent, to both consulates, in 
which it was announced that this was being levied as at Tehran. His Majesty's 
consul-general contented himself with asking whether this octroi was exactly the 
same in every respect as that at Tehran, but his Russian colleague gave a very harsh 
reply to the effect that if levied on Russian subjects he would stop it, by. force. 
Major Sykes says it is hopeless for the Russian Government to expect the Persians to 
view their acts with anything but mistrast and dislike so long as they continue to be 
represented by such officials as Prince Dabija. 


‘Turbat-i-Haidari. 


1, The following movements of Russian Cossacks are reported :— 


On the 13th November seven arrived from Bunder Abbas for Russia; six of the 
Jocal consular escort left on the 16th November for Pul-i-Khatun; on the 25th 
November six arrived from Birjand and twenty from Seistan for Russia. 


2, Captain Skourratt, the Russian military attaché at Meshed, arrived here on tho 
3rd December. 


Seistan, 


1. The chief difficulty in Seistan soems to be over the revenue question. ‘The 
local Foreign Office agent and the deputy-governor are pressing the Baluelt sardars for 
last year’s arrears as well as this year's dues, and the sardars are doing all they ean to 
dolay full settlement. Purdil Khan and’ Khudadad Khan both spoke to Major 
O'Connor on the subject and used threatening language with reference to the 
Persian officials. Major O'Connor urged them to give their loyal support to the 
new Government, and pointed out that the demand for rovonuo was just and 
reasonable, Major O'Connor thinks that thero is no present prospect of their 
attempting to create any serious trouble. ee ae 

2, During October 1,783 pationts were treated by the hospital assistant in the 
hospital at Birjand. 

Ispahan, 


1. The town has continued quiet. The party of Kuhgeluis reported in Inst 
summary to bo holding a position commanding the road at Orchini withdrew on 
the Srd December, but returned on the 7th, and a band of them was engaged in 
indiscriminate plundering round Kumisheh, ‘Repeated representations to Samsam-es- 
Snltanch by the British and Russian consuls drew replies that forces would be sont, 
Dut there is good reason to believe that no force is likely to go, it being hoped that 
when snow falls the tribesmen will withdraw, 

‘On the 12h December they were still at Orchini, On the Tehran road the post 
was robbed 6 miles north of Kum by Shahsavan tribesmen, all valuable parcels being 
Carried off, A robbery was reported on the Sultanabad road. ‘Tho Ahwaz road is 
reported safo. 

2, Samsam-es-Sultanch left Ispahan for Tehran on the 23rd December and reached 
‘Tehran on the 20th. Muntazem-ed-Dowleh officiates as governor during his absonce. 


Yesd. 


‘The town continues quiet. ‘Tho governor is stated to have amassed largo sum 
of money since his arrival, many offenders escaping punishment by the payment of 
money. The Kerman road continues safe, but there are still robbers on the Nain road, 
The Parsees, though not receiving much assistance from the governor, dread his 
probable departure in March, when they fear their persecution may_recommence. 
rade is recovering slowly from its extended period of depression. ‘Taxes, rather 
more excassive than before, are being collected, and are coming in freely. 


‘Sullanabad, 


Mr. Vice-Consul Strauss reports that on the th November an influential resident 
of Ravendge, in the Mahallat district, named Aga Sadr, was murdered, as was his 
twelve year old son, by order of the governor. Both were shot in their house by a 
Caucasian, Mehdi Khan, who was accompanied by Karim Khan, the old enemy of 
Messrs. Ziegler's murdered agent, Ali Khan, and six of the governor's escort, 
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Kermanshah, 


The state of the town is far from satisfactory, robberies being of frequent 
occurrence, Zahit-ed-Dowleh resigned the governorship at the end of November, and 
Nizan-es-Sultanch was appointed in his stead, but has not yet assumed the governorship. 
‘he Bagdad road bas been fairly safe, but on all othor rouds numerous robberies are 
Feported, The telegraph line has Deen repentoly interrupted, soveral mils of line 
having been destroyed, and much material carried away by marauding Kakawend 
teibesmen, “Latest advices, however, show that the reads from Kermanshah are now 
clear. 


Hamadan, 


1, Tho agent of the Russian Bank has been appointed vice-consul, and flies the 
flag on his house daily 

2, Five Jews, being pressed for 16,000, due by them to certain Turkish 
merchants of Bagdad, took refuge with the Russian agent, who sent two Cossacks to 
tell the local authorities that they had no business to interfere with persons under 
Russian protection. All five men were Persian subjects. 
_ 3 The governor of Hamadan was dismissed about the 15th December. ‘The 
district was then reported quiet, 

Kerman, 


1. M. Petroff arrived on the 11th Novomber with six Cossacks to relieve 
M, Adamoff as Russian vico-consul. ‘The lattor left. on the 30th November for Yezd. 

2, The town and district have remained quiet. ‘The governor has organised a 
force which keeps order and has also recovered a certain amount of goods plundered 
from caravans. ‘Tho Baluchis, who were thought to intend raiding tho Narmashir 
district, have made no move. 


Shiraz. 


‘The governor-general maintains his authority with considerable difficulty, while 
the attitude of Soulet-ed-Dowleh is defiant. ‘The Central Government has authorised 


the governor-genoral to keep part of the local revenue for the purpose of maintain 
order. ‘The roads continue Mabel eee sso eeh 


Perstay Gur. 
Bushire, 


1, Thore was some difficulty in securing a satisfactory election for the local 
assembly, ‘The election was therefore postponed until Darya Begi returned from Lingah. 
2. Darya Bogi returned to Bushire on the 18th December. 


Mohammerah, 


1. ‘Tho river steam-boat “Bloss Lynch” from Bussorah hag been sent to work 
botweon Ahwaz and Mohammerah ; tho steam-launches “Ishtar” and “ Malamir” are 
already working there. 

2 At tho end of October there was a good deal of disorder near Shuster, The 
governor seemed powerless, having no force at his disposal and no representative of 
tng importance from the Bakar! Khans with him. ‘To His Majesty's consul, who 
visited him, he expressed himself woll disposed towards British interests. He has yet 
to como to a satisfactory understanding with Sheikh Khazal. 


Ahwaz, 


qi, Hert Wassmuss, the German vice-consul at Bushire, left Nasiri to visit the 
oilfields without informing the Oil Company's agent, and after repeatedly assuring His 
Majesty's consul and other perions in Mohammerah that he had no intention of 
Visiting tho fields. He arrived at the oil-felds one morning, and met with a very cold 
Feception from the oil-field’s staff, who had been previously warned by special messenger ; 
ho was asked to show his introduction from the managing agents and his card, but 
was in possession of neither. He remained about three hours, saw ono workshop, 
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but no oil-wells, and eventually returned by the samo’ route» as he had’ come’ by: 
“Joking very disconsolate.”” 2 i 
©. B, STOKES, Major, 


Military Attaché, 





(1748) SEED 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 17.) 


(No. 13.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, January 6, 1910. 
T CALLED on M, Isvolsky to-day, and told him that T wished to speak to him on 
two or three subjects: He said that he wished first: to tell me that he had read my 
memorandum as to the condition of affairs in the south of Persia, and he did not quite 
follow the reasoning of Sir G. Barclay on one point. ‘The latter said that it was 
intolerable that the Russian consul-general was detained at Shiraz, and could not 
roceed to Bushire, I remarked that no one could wel dispute the fact, His 
Excellency replied that he agrved ; but then Sir G, Barclay went on to say that unless 
the Persian Government were furnished with funds, the British Government might 
eventually be compelled to abandon their attitude of non-intervention. Ho did not 
quite see how the two questions hung together, I said that it appeared to mo to be 
quite simple. My Goverument, needless to say, were most. averse from any punitive 
expedition, but if the present anarchy in tho south continued, or got worse, they might 
Be forced, much against their will, to intervene, ‘The only’ present means of putting 
onder into the southern districts was that the Persian Government should be in a 
ition to dispatch a force to clear the roads, &o. At this moment the Persian 
Goverment had no funds wherewith to organise and equip such a foree, It was there- 
fore necessary to furnish them with the necessary fands, and that, was what we were 
urging. M. Isvolsky observed that he did not believe that, the Persian Government 
could raiso a force capable of subduing the brigands, Treplied that this might or might 
not be the case, but in any ease it was fair to give them the opportunity of doing so, 
If they and intervention unfortunately became absolutely necessary, we should 
not lay ourselves open to the reproach, or reproach ourselves, that we had “uot afforded 
tho Persian Government every facility for re-establishing order themselves. M. Isvolsky 
said that he also remarked that Sir G. Barclay had stated that the defeat of Rahim 
i n Government. Hoe was not himself so 

and he had received: 


the telegraph 
Saab 
T told M. Isvolsky, that as we were on the subject of Persia, I should like to speale 
to him as to the question of the money advance. I said that I had mentioned to you 
his remark that perhaps it would be possible to conceal the fact that the Russian 
ont were contributing much less than His Majesty's Government, You were 
in aceord with him that the fact if, or when known, would have a bad effect ; but 
although we naturally would not draw attention to the point, it would be impossible, in 
a financial transaction of this nature, to conceal the share of each Government in the 
matter, It was, therefore, -nost desirable that the Russian Government should seek to 
contribute an equal share with His Majesty's Government, and perhaps he would be 
able to convince the Minister of Finanes if he returned to the charge. M, Tsvolsky. 
seemed to be impressed with what had said, but remarked that he would find it very 
difficult, to get over the scruples ot M. Kokovtzoff, I said I would make him another 
proposal which might facilitate the matter, Supposing an advance of 200,001, were at 
‘once made, each Government contributing a moiety, and that Inter, say in a month's 
a-similar amount was furnished, each Government again subscribing moiety, 
quite understood the hesitation to submit. the question to the Duma, which did not re- 
assemble for a month ; but surely the Russian Government could find during the month's 
interval some means, either by a banking transaction or in some other manner, to 
provide their share of the second advance. ‘The question was 60 urgent. and of sucl 
importance that it was desirable to search for every means whereby the difficulty could 
be turned. This proposal did not seem to be distasteful to M. Isvolsky, though he 
observed that he did not know what bank would furnish the funds, He would, however, 
704) M 
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Thave, &e, 
A. NICOLSON. 





(1748) No, 70. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January V7.) 


(No. 16.) 
Sir, 


; St. Petersburgh, January 9, 1910. 

{ NOTICE in the confidential print that the question has been mooted of 
improving the communications between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, but that it is 
considered advisable not to take the project into serious contemplation if ther be any 
probability of it precipitating the construction of the Askabad-Meshed Railway. I 
trust that I may be allowed to submit some observations on the latter point. I should 
doubt, oxtromely, in view of more urgent requirements. elacwtere Gel of ce of 

ailable funds, that the Askabad-Meshed Railway is likely to be entertained as a 
serious project by the Russian Goverament for some time to come. When the 
nocessity for such'a line presents itself in a pressing und definite form to the Russian 
Governinent they would then without dosbe, uortake: he construction, assumin; 
always that they had obtained the consent of the Persian Government, that they h 
sufficient means, and that they bad obtained the consent of the Russian Legislature. 
These last two conditions are pretty broad assumptions Should the necessity appear 
to the Russian Government to be imperious, they would, under the Anglo-Russian 

nvention, have a perfect right to apply for the concession and ty undertake the work, 
if they were in a position to do so, without our having, by a strict interpretation of the 
couvention, any locus standi to oppose the project either directly or indirectly. So 
Jong as the present cordial relations exist between the two Governments the Russian 
Cabinet would, T make no doubt, be willing to. consider any friendly suggestions of 
His Majesty's Government that: ‘the line should be held in alwyance; but I would 
respectfully submit that it Inight not be prudent, even in, presint. circumstances, to 
insist too much or too frequently on the desirability of Russia deferring the realisation 
of schemes within tho limits of her sphere in Persia, We might be opening the door 
to counter-objections on her part to important prujects in our own sphere, and this 
might be of inconvenience to us, T venture to think that it would bo better not to 
endeavour to circumsoribe the liberty of action which, under the convention, the two 
Powers posses in their respective sphieres. As to the special question of the commu 
cation between Bunder Abus and Kerman, I ha to believe that the Russian 
Government, would view with any distrust or misgivings measures which we might 
Consider it desirable to take for improving those communications, and I do not thiuk 
that they would regard such measures as necessarily inducing them to retal 

ing to the wequisition of a concession to build the Askabad-Meshed 

admit that the above views ure suppositions, but the attention of the Russian Governe 
ment is directed more to the north and north-west of Persia than the north-east, A 
cart road from Bunder Abbas to Kerman would, I feel tolerably confident, awaken no 
anxiety in the mind of the Russian Government, It would be a simple matter to 
estublish this as an undoubted fuct by ny mentioning the proposil to M. Isvoleky, not 
fir the purpose of obtaining his acquiescence, but solely as a friendly mark of confivence, 
T could do this in an informal manner, and I might’ mention the subject to him as ¢ 
question which His Majesty's Government were considering. 

So fhr as T have been able to observe, there is a desire on the part of the Russian 
Government since the signature of the convention of 1907 to work cordially and frankly 
with us, Whatever may be the action and opinion of some of their subordinate agents 
in Persia, I have not detected a shadow of suspicion in the minds of those in authority 
in this capital. ‘They are quite convineed of our loyalty, and they have shut out from, 
their views all memories of the past, and the construction of'a cart road within our owe 
sphere would not, I believe, meet with any objections or doubts on their part. 

Thaye, &e. 
A. NICOLSON. 
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1750) No, 71. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 17.) 
ae 8) St. Petersburgh, Tanary 11, 1910. 
"IN accordance with the permission granted to me in your telegram No. 8 of the 
7th instant, I addressed a memorandum to the Russian Government, informing thes 
that the Persian Telegraph Administration had applied to the Indo-European Tele; ay 
Department for the services of an employé, for a period of six mouths, who shou 
prepare a budget estimate and a gode of regulations. I stavod that it-was proposed to 
‘select Mr. New for the post, and I pointed out that the duties with which he would 
entrusted would be different from those which had been indicated on a former occasion, 
and were indeed simply of a nature which would be to the general adyantage. I fete 
fore hoped that the Imperial Government would have no objection to offer to the 
nati . New ie 
seer elivel ia marelag a feniypmlite Rented Government, of which I havo the 
honour to transmit a copy, stating that they had no objection to the proposed arrange- 
i Thave, &. 
‘A. NICOLSON, 


Enclosure in No. 71, 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir A. Nicolson by M. Isvolsky. 


5 i i : Yun employé de I'Indo™ 
LE Gouvernement Impérial ne voit auoun obstacle & co qu'un employé del 
European ‘Telegraph Department soit mis tomporairoment & In disposition de 
Yadministration des télégraphes persans pour aider & la réorganisation de cetto 
dernitre. f ‘ 
"Le Gouvernement Impérial espare qu’avee le concours du dit. employé Jo. service 
Alégraphes persans, quien effet a besoin d'une réorganisation fondamentale, sera 
Ja hanteur désirable dans Vintérét général. 


Saint-Pétorsbourg, le 28 déeombro, 1909 
(le 10 janvier, 1910). 


(1755) No. 72, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 
Wo. 

ge Be St. Petersburgh, January 18, 1910. 

I REMARKED to M. Isvolsky this afternoon that I had understood from 
M. Sazonoff that it was proposed to decide at a meeting this evening in what form and 
to what amount the Russian Government would participate in an advance to the 
Persian Government. His Excellency said that there had been some misunderstanding, 
as the question of the advance was not to be discussed. I said that the matter was 
very urgent. His Excellency replied that the Russian Government had 100,001. 
reaily, but the difficulty was how to find an additional 100,001, He understood that 
wo considered that it was premature to commence negotiations for a loan. Such 
egotatons would coupy a considerable timo, an ho was of opinion that the sooner 
they were begun the better it would be. If’ they were opened it was possible they 
might facilitate Russia finding an additional 10,0001. a8 a payment on account. Hoe 
could promise nothing, and he could not engage himself, i 

Tsaid that Twas then to understand that the Russian Government would without 
delay furnish 100,000. down ; that they wished to open up loan negotiations ; and 
that it was just possible, if the latter were initiated, that, the Russian Government 
could find another 100,000. His Excelleney said that such was the ease, but I must 
clearly understand that they undertook no engagement whatever as to the second 
100,001, either to find it at all, or within a month, or by any fixed date. I said that 
I quite understood the attitude of the Russian Government. 

Tt seems to me that, as the need of Persia for money seems urgent—M. Sazonolf 
indeed told me yesterday’ that the pension of the ex-Shah, due thirteen days ago, had 
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not yet been paid—it might be as well to content ourselves with obtaining the 100,0002. 
down, which, with our contribution, would give the Persian Government 200,002, 
It would enable the latter to do something, and would be evidence of the goodwill of 
both Governments. As to the conditions, I should think Sir George Barclay and 
M. Poklewski could be left to settle them on the spot. In regard to obtaining the 
second contribution from the Russian Government the prospects seem a little 
roblematical, but not entirely hopeless, though the suggestions of ML Isvolsky to open 
cussions oF negotiations for a Joan are vague. I might pechops if you would’ so 
lesire, ask him to define what preparatory steps towards that obj 
should be undertaken, tenes see ee naeapose 
Ihave, &e. 
A. NICOLSON. 





(1756) No. 73, 


em Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 117.) 


ir, St, Petersburgh, Janvary 12, 1910. 
IMG IB VOLSK Yi banded tolmo|today_aimemoraninensot which: t haeetteliepar 
to enclose « translation, in regard to the establishment of toad guards to maintain order 
in the south of Persia. ‘The consent of the Russian Government to establishing such 
guards, according to my reading of the memorandum, gives uy a free hand as to the 
time at which we should communicate the proposal to the Persian Government, and as 
to the mode in which we should present it.” ‘Th 


any objection 


No. 772 of the_ 


m8 in 


th 
nstructors organising the road guards with that 
nt, and that it would be preferable to 
instructors to the Persian Government, subject to our approval, 
‘As the memorandum does not refer to the instructors at all, it may be assumed that wo 
can deal with that point in the manner which may appear most desirable. At the same 
time, having regard to the observations in the memorandum in respect to the objection 
to instructors, other than British or Russian, being employed in the future“ 

dirmerie,” or Persian army, it would soem to be advisible not to give the Persian 

Government any latitude in the selection of instructors fir the road woarls, As I ho 
that the Russian Government may consent to the money advance ane made to the 
ny conditions at all, beyond some system of 


Persian Government independently of 
control over the expenditure, I would submit that the road guards should be treated as 


a question entirely apart from an 
for loss temporary charucter for th 
routes, 

‘In respect to the wider question of a “gendarmerie” and the organisation of the 
Parsing army, the Russian Government fu their memorandum are explicit and evidently 
intond to insist with all strenuousiess on the employment of British and Russian officers 
1s instructors, and to make this point an essential condition toa loan, ‘The reinforce. 

it of the Cossack brigade as a preliminary measure seems, a5 far as can be judved 
hot necessarily to entail an increase in the mumber of Russian officers, but to be adopted 
by means of and with the assistance of the native element among the officers, ‘Tis 1s 
‘ point on which further explanation might be requested, 


vance or loan, and simply as a measure of a moré 
mediate restoration of security on certain trade 


Thave, &c. 
A. NICOLSON. 
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Enclosure in No. 73. 


Memorandum communicated to Sir A. Nicolson by M. Isvolsky. 


(Confidential. 
(Translation.) nie £5 

THE Imperial Government fully share the opinion of the British Government 
respecting the expediency of forming road guards in Southern Persia for the purpose of 
securing the free and safe movement of trade caravans along the various routes. Tt 
agrees ulso toa temporary increase of 10 per cent. of the import dues in the 
Persian Gulf for a period not exceeding three years, on the condition that, this 
supplementary revenue shall be devoted to the maintenance of the above-mentioned 

uards, ‘4 
Bee Ta view of theface thst ts) proposed measure mostly concerns the routes passing: 
through the neutral zone, it appears desirable that the expenditure of the monies 
syned for its ralisation should be under the practical controf of the local Russian and 
British consular representatives. Within the limits of the British sphere of influence 
such control of course would be reserved exclusively to the British consuls, 

The aforesaid increase of customs dues could be arranged by means of an exchany 
of notes with the Persian Government, in which stipulation would be made for the 
payment of the above mentioned increase in full into tho Russian or English banks, and 
also for placing its expenditure under the control specified. ca a 

On its pat, the Imperial Goverament at present, ns not any intention of rising 
the question of establishing similar guards on the northern roads, is 

he Imperial Government does not connect the question of road guands with the 
questions of establishing a corps of gendarmerie and the reorganisation of the Persian 
army in general. ‘The latter questions are very complicated, and will probably require 
some considerable time for their realisation. “Frot iformation to hand, thé Persian 
Government proposes to form a gendarmerie numbering approximately 6,000 men, and 
an army numbering from 25,000 to 30,000 men, and proposes to carry out recruiting for 
this purpose only in the spring, Meanwhile, it is impossible not to fearserious disorders 
precisely when spring commences in Persia. "As is known, during winter all life in that 
Country is at a standstill, especially in those localities inhabited by the nomad tribes, 
but. as soon as the weather becomes a little warmer increased restlessness is usually 
noticeable among the more turbulent elements. For this reason the Persian Govern- 
ment in the spring should be already prceaied for all eventualities, ‘he Imperi 
Government is deeply convinced that there is only one way by which to realiso th 
‘aim, namely iedi renythening of the sole properly organised military foree 
in Persia—the St brigade. This force presents in itself a ready-made 
cadre of native officers, non-commissioned officers, and men, with the assistance of 
which the brigade could easily be expanded into a division or more, ‘The necessary 
weapons and military supplies could be given on credit by the Russian Government, in 
accordance with « request of the Shah's Government received already some timg ago, 
‘The Imperial Government propose in this respect that both the Powers interested in 
averting any grave complications in Persia should exercise serious, pressure on the 
Persian Government in the sense indicated, 

As regards the question of foreign instructors for the future Persian gendarmerie 
anid army, the Imperial Government, fearing intrigue and foreign influences, consider it 
to be unquestionably desirable that the instructioi of the Persian forces should be 
entrusted only to Russian and English officers, not only in. their respective spheres of 
influence, but also in the neutral zone, and it proposes that in this matter both Powers 
should use all their influence and exbaust all means at their disposal before entering on 
‘any concessions, The most powerful lever in this connection is the question of money 
assistance on the part of both Powers, which is indispensable to. the Persian Government. 
This advantageous position for Russia and England must certainly be made use of in a 
proper manner, since a similar favourable occasion perhaps will nor quickly prose 
Itself, In the last resort, it would be possible to agree only to the admission into the 
Persian army of subaltern officers of other nationalities, subject in every instance to the 
previous assent of Russia and England, and on the condition that the chief guidance of 
the Persian military forces should remain in the hands of Russian and English 
instructors, In the opinion of the Imperial Government this principle should te upheld 

(704) x 
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also in the question of road guards, which should preferably be under English instructors 
in the south, as was originally the wish of the British Government. 

‘The Imperial Government, is desirous of ascertaining the opinion of ‘the London 
Cabinet on the proposals embodied above. 


St. Petersburgh, December 80, 1909 (January 12, 1910). 





{1896} No. 74. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Raward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 
(No. 18) 
(Telegraphic) P, 

BOLICING of southern roads. 

In reply to your telegram No, 10 of the 18th January, I have the honour to 
state that T had not contemplated that the proceeds of the surcharge should be 
subjected to any, consulir coutrol, Our sclieme would be rendered more than ever 
inacovptable to the Persians af complicated by such control, especially if it be jointly 
exercised, 

At Bushire the Russian Bank has no branch office. 

With regard to the Board of Trade’s suggestion contained in your above-mentioned 
tologrim, if the surcharge, which, ipso facto, would have to be doubled, were levied 
only at Bushire, it would tend to divert tratlie to other chanue 

My scheme, however, apart from the ob cations which Russian 
Government and Board of Trade have proposed, would be entirely unsuited to deal with 
the sitwition reported by Mr, Bill (please refer to my telegram No. 1). At any rate, 
therefore, until we seo what steps Persian Government will take when they have 
received our financial assistance the scheme had better remain in abeyance. Chinces or 
success of Persian Government would obviously be lessened by the reduction of the 
proposed udvance from 400,000/, to 200,000l. 

With reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No, 13 of the 12th January, it might 
be possible to induce Russiin Government to advance, at tle present moment or in two 

alments, the moi r sum it His) Majesty's Government undertook to 
discuss the question of 4 loan when approached by the Persian Government. Although 
T unclgrstnd thus His Majesty's. Covemment do. not desire. to. falitato auch, oa 
operation at present, I believe that the time will come, if Pt to stand 
independently, when ossistanco must be given to her in order that her present 
extravagant debt to the bunks may be converted or extinguished, 


Tehran, January 17, 1910. 





(1955) No, 75. 


- Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 
No. 19.) 
(iaographiy En eluir, 

FOLLOWING received from Bushire, No, 16 :-— 


“Road question again most serious ; Kazeran-Shiraz road forcibly closed since 
attack on Russian consuls. 9th December Soulet came Kazerun to confor Tehran, but 
negotiations punishment assailants and policing road by him failed. He then started 
now route across mountains via Tangistan and Jirreh to Shiraz. Chamber Commerce 
and big Persian merchants strongly oppose this route, being little known track across 
mountains peopled Kashgai tribes, remote from telegraph line, no caravanserais, 
goods exposed damage by water, Soulet has no direct authority Tangistan. Past 
month Kashgais turned back caravans from Kazerun to Shiraz, but Bushire merchants 
sent over 1,000 loads relays to Kazerun, Ziegler’s, having 200 loads there, cannot 
transport by official or other route; ask assistance. Recently Soulot ordered chief 
‘Tangistan stop everything going even to Borasjun by official route. Quarrel impending 
between khans of different routes near Bushire.”” 


Tehran, January 17, 1910. 


$$$ Wo 
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[1959] No. 76. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Badwoard Grey—(Received January V7.) 
No. 20.) 
fe hic) _P. Teleran, January 17, 1910. 
BUSHIRE-SHIRAZ road. 
Thave received the folowing telegram, No. 17, dated the 16th January, from 
Majesty's acting consul-general at Bushire == 


‘My immediately preceding telegram. . 
wleted-Dowleh, incensed at Government's refusal to. grant his demands for 
safeguarding of official route, has simply entered Jirreh road in order to seize control 
between Bushire and Shiraz, The road is unsuitable, and its selection disagreeable 
toll. : 

“Tnsurance will probably be refused by underwriters on goods on this routo, and 
eousuls have been notified by Fars Government that it will not be recognised officially, 
Henoo owners would have to bear entire losses, It would be imprudent at: the present 
moment for Europeans to travel between Shiraz and Bushire, and the failure of yoods 
to reach the former town has dealt a very severe blow at trade, by which British firms 
are the principal sufferers. 

1 beg that this situation may be Inid before His Majesty's Government, and 
question of safeguarding of the road expedited.” 





(1960) No. 77. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hitoard Grey.—(Recvived January 11.) 
(No, 21.) 
(elegraphic.) _P. 
BUSHIRE-SHIRAZ road, 
immediat 


Tehran, January V7, 1910. 


erable prej 
ors would be greatly weakened, 4 
Prompt ance on our part ean alone give Persia this opportunity, 
and I believe the chanco of success is weakened by each day's delay. 





{1598} No. 78. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
No. 13.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. 
"ADVANCE to Persian Government, ea . 
His Majesty's Government will be very glad if M. Poklewski can induce his 
Government to consent to an advance of 400,000/, in two instalments. At present, as 
shown by St, Petersburgh telegram No, 18 of the 12th January, they have not done so, 
and we can do no more, 


Foreign Office, January 17, 1910. 
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‘The Persian Government might, perhaps, undertake to consult with the two 
Governments before granting a railway concession to any third Power. The decision 
as to what railways uilect our interests must not be left to the Persian Government. 

For reference, see your telegram No. 19 of the 14th January. 





(1625) No. 79. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 4.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Janvary 17, 1910, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 145 of the 23rd October last relative to 
financial arrangements connected with the Central Persia telegraph line, I transmit to 
you herewith copies of corrospondence with the India Office on the subject of the 
accounts of the expenditure incurred in its construction, 

Thave to request you to present these accounts to the Persian Government for 
agceptance, with the necessary explanations. 

Tam, &. 
E. GREY. 





(1402) No. 80. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, Jonuary 17, 1910, 
WITH reference to my letter of the Sth instant, relative to the survey of part. of 
South-Western Persia which the Anglo-Persian Oil Company propose to undertake with 
tho assistanco of an officer of the Indian Survey Department, | am directed by Secrotary 
Sir Edward Groy to transmit to you herewith copy of a lotter from the company asking 
that, if no reply has been received to the telegram addressed to the Government of 
India on the bist ultimo, relative to the terms of employment of Mr. Scott, a further 
telogram may bo sont to them enquiring when he will sail for Persia.t 
‘Tam to request that, should Viscount Morley see no objection, steps may be taken 
to comply with the wish of the company wih as lito delays posible 
am, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(1424) No. 81. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 


Sin, Foreign Office, January 17, 1910. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
otter of tho 12th instant relative to the survey of a part of South-Western Persia which 
your company desire to carry out with the assistance of an officer of the Indian Survey 
Department. 

Taam to inform you in reply that, in accordance with your wish, Sir E. Grey has 
caused a letter to be addressed to the India Office requesting that, if no reply has yet 
been received from tho Government of India to the telegram of the 3lst ultimo 
mentioned by you, a further telegram may be addressed to them enquiring whether 
Mr. Scott has accepted your company’s offer, and, if s0, when he will sail for Persia. 

Thave, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


* India Ofioe, November 10, 1909; and No. 59. 
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(19911 No. 82, 
Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 18.) 


(No. 12. Confidential.) 
ir, Brussels, January 16, 1910. 
THE Mofakhem-es-Sultanch, Persian Minister at this court, came to see me 
yesterday, and adverted to the message which Earl Granville had given to him, in 
Accordance with your despatch No. 64 of the 21st October last, respecting the reception 
in London of the Saad-ed-Dowleh. He asked that no allusion should sppese in any 
White Book which might eventually be published respecting Persian affairs to the 
communication which Ihad made to you at his request, or to his own connection with 
it, saying that he had mentioned Saad-ed-Dowleh’s desire to see you merely because the 
exiled statesman was his cousin, and in no way from sympathy with his political views 
or his attitude towards the present régime at Tebran, I said I would at once inform 
you of the wish expressed by him in this respect. He told me that Sand-ed-Dowleh had 
not yet visited London, and was at present residing in Paris, 
Thave, &. 
ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





(2011) No. 83. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived January 18.) 
(No. 22.) 
(Tolegraphie) Ps 
DVANCE to Persian Government. 
Please refer to your telegram No, 18 to Sir A, Nicolson of the 18th January, 
M, Poklewsky having received his instructions, we shall disouss this afternoon 
conditions for the joint advance. 


Tehran, January 18, 1910. 





{2090} No, 84. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 18.) 
(No. 23.) 

rgraphic.) P. elivan, January 18, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government, 

My Russian colleague and I have agreed, in the event of a joint advance of 
400,002, to attach the following six conditions. If our offer is restristed to 200,001, 
T have informed M. Poklewski that I can only consent to the first two, He realiaes 
that to load the smaller advance with all the six conditions would be useless, and is 
advising his Government to advance a moiety of the larger sum ;— 


For conditions 1 and 2 please refer to my telegram No, 15 of the 14th January, 

3, Acceptance of the programme of expenditure to be rendered conditional on 
provision being made for the formation of an adequate gendarmerie or road guards who 
can maintain order on the trade routes, and on an undertaking from the Persian 
Government that foreign instructors of whom the two Powers have previously approved 
shall, in due course, be engaged. ‘The consent of the two Powers niust, it is understood, 
be obtained before any foreign teachers for any Persian force shall be engaged, 

4, Persia to acknowledge the preferential right of the two Powers, upon terms 
equally favourable to those offered by third parties, to construct any railways in Persia 
in which they are interested, exception being made in the case of a concession tendered 
for by a Persian to be constructed and exploited exclusively by Persian funds, 

5. The concession for the navigation of Lake Urumia to be granted by Persian 
Government to the Tabreez Road Company. 

6. The present advance to be mado a first charge on the larger loun for which the 
Persian’ Govorument Wave already asked, aij ia. the event of iat operation filling 
through, both principal and interést to be secured on the profits of the mint, and to be 
repaid in ten annual instalments, plus 6 per cent. interest, 

(1708) oO 
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M, Poklewski suspects the Germans of having obtained the concession for the 
Khanekin Railway two years ago, and he has suggested wording of condition 4 above, 
which he believes will oblige the Persian Government to divulge this, if true. 

Condition 6 was also drawn up by my Russian colleague. I see no objection to it. 
Persian Government have not, to speuk accurately, asked for the more important loan, 
but they have repeatedly informed us that it was necessary, I did not purposely 
specify the date for the engagement of foreign instructors for fear lest, if it is made a 
condition precedent to the advance, negotiations would be wrecked by Russian demand 
for the engagement of Russian instructors, 





(2087) No. 8. 


(eae Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 18,) 
(0. 17.) 
(Teleprepbio) R St, Petersburgh, January 18, 1910. 
‘OUR telegram No. 18 [of 13th January: Advance to Persian Government). 
‘Minister for Foreign Affairs writes to me that Russian Minister at Tehran has 
received necessary instructions as to first advance, and has been instructed to concert 
with Sir G. Barclay as to conditions and system of control. He has been told to 


submit to his Government, for their opinion, any agreement he may arrivo at. with 
Sir G. Barclay, 





(2166) No. 86, 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co, to Foreign Office—(Received January 19.) 


Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, January 18, 1910, 
REFERRING to your letter of the 7th December, we beg to enclose herewith 
copy of letter we are dispatching to Sir George Barclay, acquainting him with the fot 
that we have chartered the steam-ship ‘ Olitonian” to load 5,000-5,500 tons oxide at 
Ormus, commencing about the end of January. 
We are, &o. 
ELLINGER axp Co, 


Enclosure in No. 86, 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co, to Sir G, Barclay. 


Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, January 18, 1910. 
REFERRING to our letter of the 8th December, we beg to advise you that we 
have chartered the steam-ship ‘' Cliftonian” to load 5,000~5,500 tons of oxide at Ormuz, 
commencing at the end of this month. We are not cabling you this information as our 
lotter will reach you, we anticipate, before the steamer arrives at the Island of Ormuz, 
‘We are, ko. 
ELLINGER ap Co. 


(2094) No, 87. 


Sir @. Barelay to Sir Haward Grey —(Received January 19.) 


RG 24) 
‘elegraphic.) P. 
ADVANCE to Persian Government, 
Tn continuation of my telegram No, 23 of the 18th January, I would add that I 
gave my consent to the inclusion in the proposed conditions for joint advance of 
‘condition No, 5 because there seems real danger of the Urumia Lake concession falling 
into the hands of a group of Persians with German support behind them, 


Tehran, January 19, 1910. 
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(2179) SAE 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Groy.—{Recoived January 19.) 
No. 19. 
iggephie) P. St, Petersburgh, January 19, 1910 

PROPOSED advance to Persian Government. 

Sir Gr Barelay's telegram No. 28 ofthe 18th January. 3 

It is greatly to be desired that M. Poklewsky should bring all possible pressure to 
ear upon his Government in order to induce them to put down within a reasonable 
time the second portion of the advance, Further action here on my part does not seem 
ikely to have much effect, and it is possible that the concession for the navigation of 
the Uramiah Lake might be successfully utilised as a lever from Tehran if it could be 
shown that generosity in the matter of money assistance constituted the sole hope of 
obtaining this concession. ‘The difficulty lies with the Minister of Finance, not with 
M. Isvolsky, who is well disposed. re eb pee 

T should prefer that my name should not be mentioned in connection with the 
suggestions contained in this telegram. 





(2161) N39 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F, Bertie, 

(No. 31) A 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 19, 1910. 

‘THE French Ambassador told Sir O. Hardinge on the 13th instant ‘that the 
French had developed a considerable trade in sugar at the port of Mohammerah, and 
that his Government proposed to appoint a consular agent there, 

His Excellency added that, in view of the importance of British interoste at 
Mohammerah, he had thought it best to announce to His Majesty's Government tho 
intention of the French Government, as 

Sir O. Hardinge thanked ML Cambon for his courtesy in informing him, 

am &e, 
E, GREY, 


[46604] No. 90. 
Foreign Office to India Office 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 19, 1910, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Ietior of the 2 ulin containing observations on the propost! thet, His Mujety's 
and the Russian Governments should lose no timo in approsshing the Persian Govstn- 
ment with a view to obtain the right eventually to construct certain railways in Persia 
‘a8 a condition of the loan for which the Persian Government have asked. 

‘This letter dwells on the disadvantage to which Great Britain would be exposed, 
in the ease of the Julfi-Mobammerah line, in gotling the question of rate if the 
negotiations on that point are conducted on a basis which commits His Majesty's Govern 
ment in advance to the construction of the line, and on the further grave inconvenience 
thav it will be in the power of the Russian Government (whose financial resources aro 
‘a matter of eoujecture only) to dictate the moment. at which British capital shall be 
forthcoming (to an unknown amount) for the construction of the southern section. 

In Sir E, Grey's view, an application to the Persian Government to earmark this 
line, would not commit the British Government to construction at the dictation of the 
Russian Government. Tt is assumed from the Russian desiy to apply for railway 
concessions, that the Russian Government will in any case insist on tho reservation to 
themselves of the northern portion of the Julfi-Mobammerah line, 

If His Majesty's Government refrain from earmarking the southern portion, it will 
not prevent the commencement of the northern half of the line, and if they obtained 
the right to construct the line when convenient to themselves, they would not. be 
forced to construct at Russia's dictation, It would be greatly to the interest of Russia 
that the southern part should not be constructed. 

Sir E. Grey considers it extremely important to secure the option of constructing 
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‘the southem portion which would pass through a region where British enterprisd has’ 
already secured a firm foot-hold, otherwise some other Power will certainly apply 
for it, 

He sincerely hopes that this explanation will remove Lord Morley’s objections. 

TAs sou da Wie question of fist, J am tololeeere thet thelinin usoseary fee the 
onstruction of this line would be so large that there could hardly be any question of 
providing it from Government. sources, either Imperial or Indian, and that it would 
presumably have to be raised by a loan in the open market with or without a 
Government guarantee, 

Tt is stated that even if tle contemplated application were granted by the Persian 
Goveroment there would be no guarantee that the concession would not, nevertheless, 
be given to a third Power should the concessionnaires prove unable or unwilling to 
begin construction when called on at any moment to do so. 

‘To this objection it may be answered that, as hos already been pointed out in the 
letter of the 17th ultimo irom this office, the mere fact that an application of the 
nature indicated had been made by His Majesty’s and the Russian Governments would 
Go thr to-discoureg the interference of other Powers, and no friendly Power would 
press for a concession already granted, 

Neglecting for the moment those passages in your letter which relate to the 


ruction in Persia, it is unlikely that they 

ient to His Majesty's Government. ‘There is 

therefore nothing to be gained by abandoning the request for the right to construct 
lines in the south, As for the direction of the proposed lines in the Russian sphere, it 
cannot fail to be revewled in the next jation received from the Russian 


Government on this subject, and should a line from Askabad vo Meshed prove to be 
‘one of those contemplated, it will be the business of His Majesty's Government to 
endeavour to secure by force of representation the postponement of the scl 


accordance with the request already made in the memorandum of the 9th October, 108, 
As regards the effect on trade of the construction of these lines, Sir E, Grey is 
not of course in a position to di rT id in your letter that the 
benefit thereby conferred on India in this respect would be but small. He would have 
thought, however, that as India is nearer to the Persiau Gulf than either Russia, 
Gormany, or Great Britain, Ih being already to a considerable extent in 
pinesson ofthe market, and profiting by tho ulready subsilised 
fndia Steam-ship Company, might be able to hold its own even against foreign sub 
ines of te On tho other hand, it is indisputable that the greater the volume of 
trade in general that is attracted to the Gulf by these lines the yreater the benefit to 
Persia, and the consequent demand for further commerce which cannot fail to react 
favourably ou India if efforts are made to keep at least a fair share of this trade in 
Indian hinds, 

Iv is suggested as an alternative to the proposed demand for the right to construct 
these railways that an endeavour should be made to induce the Russian Go 
to join in asking the Persian Government to extend for a term of years the “sterilising’ 
arrangement now in fore which, it is urged, would be more effective in preventing 
other Powers from obtaining such concessions than would be the plan now under 
cousileration. 

Sir E. Grey does not dispute the superior effectiveness of such a course in itself, 
but he considers that it is in fuct impracticable since he is both convinced that the 
Russian Goverument would never consent to it, and that the Persian Goverament. and 
Assembly would not be willing to renounce the great benefits which railway con- 
struction must confer on the eountry not ouly by developing its resourees and increasing 
its wealth, but by facilitating the maiutenanee of order by extending the power of the 
central administration. Sir I. Grey himself feels at the same time thatit is impossible, 
even if it were desitablo, indefinitely to returd the development of Persia by means of 
railway construction, and that it would be difficult for Great Britain to pursue a policy 
in Persia which would be regarded as reactionary and opposed to the spread of 
civilisation and progressive development which have invariably been associated with 
British enterprise in its penetration into distant aud semi-civilised countries, 

It is uot clear to Sir E. Grey in this connection what arrangements with regard 


53 


to the Bagdad Railway could be made with Russia which would be of « nature to 
ove Phenecessity which she now feels for railway expansion in Persia, 

“As ‘regards the fear expressed in your letter that Russia may admit Germany 
to the nentral zone in Persia as compensation for assurances given as to tho Ba 
Hallway, Lam to recall the fact, of which Lord Morley is already aware, that, #0 lon 
se as the 26th November, Sir E. Grey in his telegram No, 1343 instructed His 
Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh to warn the Russian Minister for Foreign 
‘Affine that His Majesty's Government could hardly remain indifferent’ in such a 
Gvont, Lam to add that Sir A. Nicolson has since reported that he conveyed this 

varuing to ML. Tovolsky, and that his Bxcelleney, in reply, has promise to. keep 
a Majesty's Governmiont informed of the progress of his negotiations with Germany 
with regard to this question, 3 ; 

SEE, Groy regards that _porton of your ltr whigh deals withthe proponed 
junetion of the Russian and Indian railway systems as by far the most. important, on 
Heount of the objestions therein set forth to a trané-Porsian line from «strategie 
point of view. ; cia 

Sir E, Grey's motive in making the proposal in question was based on the con- 
sideration that neglect to ask the Persian Government for the preferential right to 
Shastruot the line-at the time which might suit the convenience of the two Powers 
fo do ao would involve the risk that the concession might be given to,a third Power 
Teis easy to conceive of circumstances in which this contingency might arise, For 
instance, in the event of Russia drawing closer to Germany as a result of a regrouping: 
of the European Powers, the concession for a line across Persia might fall to, Germany, 
Ks the Baydad Railway progresses towards completion such a possibility cannot 
te disregarded, roe 4 j 

Tn view, however, of the oljections mse in your Jttr, Sir B Grey ig reny to 
modify the suggestion, and to propos that His Majesty's Government should. inform 
the Russian Government. that the Government of India aro unwilling to. consider the 
{question of's through railway, and should ask them not to press the question, 

Te will not, however, bo. possible to prevent. the “Russian Goveramont from 
acquiring a concession from Julfa vit Tebran to the frontier of thelr sphere or beyond 
tet they wish to do so. Tn Sir, Grey's opinion, it would be ufo for Hin Majesty's 
Governnaent to earmark w line from Yeu, ot @ point just outside the Russian sphore to 
the frontier of India, #0 as. to, prevent another Power from acquiring it, oF an 
nideavour might be made to oblain an undertaking from the Persian Government that 
they would give the line to no other Power, ee 

Sirf. Grey hopes that Lord Morley will give his further consideration to the 
arguments contained in this letter, and would suggest that the interdepartmental 

noe alluded to in your letter tinder reply should meet at an early dato, 
Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(754) No. 91. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 19, 1910. 
I AM dirooted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the Gth instant relative to the proposed temporary increase of the consular 
rd at Bunder Abbas, and to inform you, in reply, that he concurs in the view held 
yy Viscount Morley, that the suggestion of the Government of India on the subject 
should be approved. < ; 
Tam to add that Sir KE, Grey has caused the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's ‘Treasury to be approached, with a view to obtain their sanction to the charge 
to Imperial funds of alt th cost involved in the proposed step. 
‘am, 
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(754) No. 92. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 19, 1910, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that on the 
and instant is Majesty's Minister at Tehran reported that the Government of India 
had instructed the acting British consul-general at Bushire to enquire his opinion 
respecting the proposal for the temporary increase of the consular guard at Bunder 
insta oka peponal ad) 19 asea tol oat veolicesiabdl eO ibe alta tiaesan 
was suggested to provide against the possible danger of an attack on His Majesty's 
consulate, the situation of which is exposed, by Afghans, of whom more than 300 were 
in the town engaged in the arms traffic. Sir G. Barclay added that he had concurred in 
the proposed temporary increase, and that he would in due course inform the Persian 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs of the step taken, 

Sir E, Grey on the 5th instant enquired of Sir G. Barclay by telegraph whether, 
in view of the disquioting situation produced by the pressure at Bunder Abbus of 80 
any Afghang, ho onsidered that the proposed incense of the guard would sufico to 
ropel an attack on His Majesty's consulate, or whether one of His Majesty's ships, if 
available, should not be held in readiness to land men for its protection, He further 
asked whether there were in the town any Persian troops who could be relied on to 
perform this duty. 

Sir G. Barclay reported on the 8th instant, in reply to these inquiries that there 
wore practically no Persian troops at Bunder Abbas, and that a ship could not be spared 
to visit that port at short intervals without disarranging the blockade instituted for 
the prevention of the arms traffic, ‘The senior naval officer was, however, in communi- 
cation with Jusk by wireless telegraphy, and could provide a ship within twenty-four 
hours if appealed to, His Majesty's consul at Bunder Abbas had been instructed to 
have recourse to thia means of obtaining help at once, should the Afghans assume a 
threatening attitude, 

Sir G Barclay added that thirty men would not suffice to protect His Majesty's 
consulate from a serious attack, but that the number had been suggested in order to 
provide an adequate watch at night, and to cause any more impetuous spirits among the 
Afghans, who might desire to insite othors to attack, to refrain from doing 0. Most 
of tho Afghans wore carriers und caravan traders, who would hesitate to make an 
Atacle whereby they might lose their future right to visit Bunder Abbas, through 
which port they do much lawful trade, 

I am to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the India Office on this 
subject,* requesting Sir E, Grey's concurrence in the proposal to approve Major Trevor's 
fuggestion, und Tam to express the hope that the Lords ‘Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treanury may ao their way to sanction the charge to Imperial funds of half 
the expense involved in the temporary increase of the guard. 

Tam to add that, owing to the evident urgency of the matter, Sir E. Grey felt it 
his duty to cause an expression of concurrence in Viscount Morley’s opinion to be 
conveyed to the India Office in anticipation of Treasury sanction to participate in 
the o¥penditure entailed by the proposal, 

Tam, &c. 


LOUIS MALLET. 























[2228] No. 93. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received January 20.) 





THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 17th January, relative to thé proposed survey in Persia by the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company. 


India Office, January 19, 1910, 
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Enclosure in No, 93. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic) P. India Office, January 17, 1910. 
Cag Gopety: Please refor to my telegram, dated tho Stet December, 1909, 


Please inform me whether Scott has accepted, and, if so, on what date he will leave 
for Persia, 








[2376] No. 94. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 21.) 
(No, 34, 
& i St, Petersburgh, January 18, 1910. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which T addressed to 
M. Isvolsky on the 14th instant respecting the conditions to be attached to an advance 
to the Persian Government, together with a copy of his Excellenoy’s reply. 
Thave, &, 
‘A. NICOLSON. 






Enclosure 1 in No. 94. 







Sir A. Nicolson to M. Isvolsky. 





Mon cher Ministre, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 1° (14) janvier, 1910, 

SIR E. GREY me charge de vous prier de vouloir bien autoriser M, Poklewaky do 
0 concerter avec Sit G, Barclay sur les conditions & poser ainsi que sur le systime de 
contrOle  exercer quant & la premidre avance de 9,000,000 de francs au Gouvernement: 
persin, Sir E, Grey est d’avis quill serait pout-Gtre & désirer de poser certaines 
conditions, et que cette question pourrait étre confide & ln décision des deux ropré- 
sentants, 

Si vous m'autorisez & cet effet je serais heureux de téldgraphier & Londres que lo 
Gouvernement Impérial eat. tout disposs & faire sa partio'ds Vavance, cleatardire, 
2,500,000 fr. aussitdt que les deux représentants soient tombés d'accord sur les 
conditions et le contrdle et que le Gouvernement persan ait donné son consentement, 

Veuillez, &o. 
A. NICOLSON. 








Enclosure 2 in No. 94, 





M, Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 4 (17) janvier, 1910, 

EN réponse & votre lettre du 1 (14) courant, j'ai ’honneur de vous informer que 
les instructions nécessaires ont été envoyées par télégraphe & notre Ministre & 'Téhéran, 
et que M. Poklewsky a été invité de s'entendre avec Sir G. Barclay quant aux 
conditious & poser et au systime de controle & exercer par rapport & Yavanco & faire au 
Gouvernement persan, Je eros devoirajouter que ML. Poklewsky « également, roya 
Yordre de communiquer 4 Vappréciation préalable du Gouvernement Impérial le 
programme qui sera élaboré de concert par lui et Sir George Barclay. 

Votre sincdrement dévous, 

ISVOLSKY. 








No. 95. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Recoived January 21.) 


Sir, India Office, January 20, 1910. 
WITH reference to correspondence ending with Sir A. Godley's letter of tho 

25th June last as to the reduction of expenditure on consular establishments in Persia, 

Tam directed to enclose copy of a letter from the Government of India, from which it 


[2332] 
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‘will bo seen that they have agreed to the conversion of the Turbat-iHaidari consulate 
into a native agency, and that proposals to give effect to this decision will be submitted 
in due course. 

‘As regards the suggestion in paragraph 3 of the Government of India’s letter, 
Viecount Morley agrees that it would be a desirable result if the withdrawal of the 
Rnssian quarantine cordon in North-Eastern Persia could be secured. He would be glad 
if the question could be raised with the Russian Government whenever Sir E. Grey 
considers that the circumstances are favourable to its consideration. 

Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 95. 
Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


‘My Lord, Fort William, December 23, 1909. 

WE have the honour to refer to paragraph 4 of your Lordship’s secret despatch 
dated the 15th June, 109, in which, while discussing the question of reduction of 
expenditure on British consular establishments in Persia, you invite our opinion on the 
suggestion that the consulate at Turbat-i-Haidari should be reduced to the status of a 
native agency, 

2. In deference to the opinion expressed in the Foreign Office letter dated the 
20th February, 1900, a copy of which was forwarded with your despatch under 
reference, and in view of the present financial situation, we have decided to waive 
our objection to the proposed reduction of this consulate, and the consul-general at 


Meshed has been directed to submit detailed proposals for its conversion to a native 
agency. 


3, The effect of these proposals, together with our observations on the other 
questions dealt with in your despatch, will be communicated Jater. In the meanwhile, 
we invite your Lordship's attention to the recommendation made by Major Sykes that 
tn endeavour should be made in return for the abolition of the ‘Turbati-Haidari 
consulate to securo the withdrawal of the Russian quarantine cordon from North- 
Eastern Persia, Wo recognise the difficulties that attend this proposal, but it is 
certainly desirable, if practicable, to secure the withdrawal of the cordon, and in view 
of the cordial relations now existing between the two Governments, an opportunity 
may ariso of addressing tho Russian Government in tho matter. 
We have, &e, 

MINTO. 

OM, OREAGH, 

J, 0, MILLE 

W. L, HARVEY, 

8, P. SINHA, 

H, H. RIS 


Enclosure 2 in No. 95. 


Major Sykes to Government of India. 
(Extract,) 

'TO turn to the despatch of the Secretary of State, the position apparently is that 
some reduction is imperative, and, if this be so, it would seem best to reduce Turbat 
to a native agency. I would, however, venture to point out that, in my humblo 
opinion, it is worth considering whether, in view of the blow to. our prestige which 
will thereby be delivered, and of which my Russian colleague will make the fullest 
use, it would not be possible to try by negotiation to induce Russia to abolish her 
quarantine cordon. Given that Anglo-Russian relations are friendly this might surely 
be attempted, and, if successful, our position in Khorassan would not be affected to the 
same oxtont, 

At the 8: time reductions are called for, and the cost of Turbat is enormous, 
but, before abolition, in my opinion, a strenuous effort should be made to secure the 
withdrawal of the illegul Russian quarantine cordon or some other equivalent. 
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[2329] No. 96. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated the 20th January, relative to the proposed survey in Persia by the 
Auglo:Persian Oil Company. 


India Ofice, January 20, 1910. 


Enclosure in No. 96. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. a yaa 
(Telegraphic.) P. fanuary 20, , 
: yee ‘survey in Western Persia, See your telegram dated the 17th 
instant. 
ieAppointment has been accepted by Scott, who, with two native surveyors, ia 
starting immediately, Scott has been instructed to procure all equipment, tenta, &0., 
in India, it having been ascertained by His Majesty's consul at Mobammerah that party 
are required to do this. 





(1896) No, 97, 


Sir Haward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 4 
(No, 15.) 
{tog phic.) P, Foreign Ofice, January 21, 1910. 
ADVANGE to Persian Government and road guards 
Please refer to your telegrams Nos, 17 and 18 of the 16th and 17th January, 
‘At present it is impossible to promise more than 200,000L,: I cannot yet enter into 
any engagement with respect to a largo loan, Nevertheless, I should regret tho total 
abandonment of the conditions as to the gendarmerio and railways, : 
Might not some general assurance be obtained (aoe my proveding, telegrams) with 
regard to railways? Aud would it not be possible to affirm the principle which wo 
desire to soe carried out in the caso of gendarmerie ¢ 


(Confidential.) ee 2 

Recently a suggestion was made by M, Iavolsky that His Majesty's Government 
should at ones advance 200,000L, represonting their full share of the joint, advance, 
Although at the time this course appeared to. mo open to various objections I should 
now be ready to agree to it, in consideration of the great importance to our trade of thn 
protection of the southern roads, provided that the first steps towards the organisation 
of road sruards were at once taken—the expense to be met by the procoods of surtax, 
Buch a surtax should bo levied at all the Gulf ports, provided the consent of the Board 
of Trade can be obtained, I will endeavour to convince them of the necessity of such a 
measure. . 

Tain in communication with Sir A. Nicolson with regard to the advisability of His 
Majesty's Government advancing their full quota. 


[1896] No. 98. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

No, 33.) x 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 21, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government and road guards. 

Please refer to Tehran telegram No. 18 of the 17th January, s 

Provided the Persian Government will give their consent to the establishment of a 
eystem of road guards and to the proposed surtax, and provided the necessity for the 
establishment of an efficient gendarmerie is recognised in principle, I propose to 

(1704) 
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advance the 200,0001,, which represents His Majesty’s Government's full quota, at once, 
in accordance with M. Isvolsky’s suggestion, 

‘The surtax should be imposed at all the Gulf ports if we can induce the Board of Trade 
to consent, as we aro trying to do, 

You should acquaint M. Isvolsky with the above. As regards the question of a 
large loan we are considering the Russian memorandum, but it will be impossible to 
give an immediate answer, 





[2329] No. 99. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 21, 1910. 

WITH roferonce to my letter of the 17th instant Teiivet the qropened surrey of 
part of South-Western Persia, I am direoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform 
you that on that day a telegram was addressed to the Government of India, in 
accordance with the wish expressed hy your company, enquiring whether Mr, Scott had 
accepted the offer made to him, and, if'0, when he would leave for Persia. 

‘The Government of India have now replied that Mr, Scott has accepted the 
appointment, and that he is starting at once with two native surveyors, 

His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah having ascertained that the party are 
required to obtain all equipment, tents, &c,, from India, Mr. Scott has received instruc- 
tions to act accordingly, 

















Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(2416) No, 100. 
ce Gornegie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 22.) 
Sir, 


et Paris, January 20, 1910. 
WITH roferonce to your despatch No. 246 of the 3rd June last and to previous 
correspondence, Thaye the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a communica 
tion from the Zil-es-Sultan, complaining of the action of the Persian Government in 
sonding orders to the governor of Ispahan to seize threo of his villages. 
Tehall be glad to learn what answer to return to Tis Royal Highnoss's request 

that His Majesty's Minister at Tohran should be instructed to concert with his Russian 
colleaguo with a view to an arrangement being come to in the matter. i 
Thave, &e. 
L. D, CARNEGIE. 















Enclosure in No. 100, 
Zilves-Sultan to Sir F. Bertie, 


117, Promenade des Anglais, Nice, 
Your Excellency, January 18, 1910. ; 

LAM quite sure that your Excelleney knows very well all about my returning to 
Porsia, and I regret very mitch that I did not listen to the advice of the two embassies 
in Vienna, and returned to Porsia, and I had well the results... . Once arrived at 
Resht I was seized by the revolutionaries, and was obliged to pay 20,000. and a 
written paper for 40,0001, and of course I was obliged, as my life was in danger. 
Now Iam receiving a telegram from Ispahan telling me that from Tehran orders have 
tboon sent to the governor of Ispahan to take possession of three of my villages, worth 
about 100,000/.; and from the other side my family must live upon these lands. 
Your legation has shown me during years and years their best friendship, and in 
such a time I ask your Excellency to Nba gor euiiels wao emuetine tama ead oe 
your Government to give orders, if possible, to your Minister in ‘Tehran to arrange 
this matter with the Russian Minister; and in the name of humanity I ask of you 
justice, as Lhaye also written to the Russian Ambassador in Paris, I am in Europe 
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quite powerless, and I ask your help, and hope that you will not refuse to. do anything 
fou can for me. I want only justice, and nothing more; and hoping that your 


Excellency will do his best 
friend. 


jn the matter, I ask you to believe me your most sincere 
ZELLE SULTAN, 





(2722) 





No. 101. 


‘M, Ieeolsky to Count Benckendorff-—(Communicated to Foreign Office January 22, 1910.) 





(Confidentiel.) 


DORDRE de son Gouvernement, !Ambassadeur d’Allemagne m’a informé que, 
daprds des renseignements parvenus Ala Légation d’Allemagne  ‘Téhéran, Ia Russie 
et !Angloterro seraient convenues de permettre l'admission au service persan en qualité 





de conseillers, en outre de leurs propres sujets, des Francais. Le Comte do Pourtalés a 
hargé de déclarer & cette occ: a 





rue le Gouvernement allemand était pro 





reconnaitre la situation privilégiée de la Russie ot de l’Angleterro on Perse, mais quiil 








privile 


it en méme tomps pour que les sujets d'une tierce Puissanco n'y jouissent pas de 
es particuliers par rapport aux sujets allemands. _ it 
‘Jai repond que je ne manquerais pas de mo renseigner sur Ia position exacte do 


Ja question et que je rendrais réponse ensuite a l' Ambassadeur, 


Mais, avant de pours 


‘vre mes explications ayee lui, je trouve indispensable 


aétablir uno commanauté de vues & ce sujet avec le Cabinet de Londres, aupros duquel 
une démarche analogue aura probablement été faite. Veuillez, dono, vous informer 


de Vavis de Sir 





Giward Grey au sujet de la réponse & donner. D'apres nous, il y 


aurait lieu do déclarer co qui suit:— 
“La démarche en question doit avoir été motivée par I'intention du Gouvernement 


pe fe 
déji en janvier 1909, quand 
VAngleterre, s'est adres: 

Yautorisation Vengager des 








Consultées it ee sujet par le Gouvernement de la Républi 


trouvant tout nat 
ini 8 





1 qne le 





ment, [a question de 
n'a pas 6té posse jus 
PAngleterre de acco 








ond cité 





n Wadjoindre & M. Bizot des collaboratours frangais. Cette question a été pose 


Te Gouvernement du Schah, en dehors de la Russie et do 
directement au Gouvernement Srangais afin d’en obtenir 
Frangais comme adjoints du susdit conseiller financier. 

ue, la Russie ot l'Angleterre, 
fonctionnaire en question vouldt prendre ses eollaborateurs 





compatriotes, déclarérent ne pas ayoir d'objections & ce qu'il fit donné 





san. 





's 616 quostion entre la Russie ot 





dans la ei 





Tequel seuls les Francais seraient admis comme conseillers, 





“ Pronant not 
do In situation poli 
pouvons déclarer 





conseillers étrangers autres que russes ou ang! 


aucune tierce Puissance le 





o satisfaction de la confirmation par le Gouvernement allemand 
que privilégide de la Russio ot de VAngleterre en Perso, nous 
reponse que a ca oe poserat Is question de la nomination de 

ais, 


nous ne comptons établir en faveur 


logo de nommer ses sujets aux postes en question. 





pri 


“Cependant, considérant, d'une part, que la question de la nomination de cos 


conseillers doit 
Vorgani 








reconnue comme Gant d'ordre politique, puisqu'elle a trait & 
ion administrative du pays, et que, d’autre part, la Russie et, l'Anglotorre 


se trouvent étre les seuls eréanciers de eo pays (ct pour une somme considérable), cos 
deux Puissances sont assurément fondées d'exiger que la nomination des conseillers 


(2472) 


par le Gouvernement persan ne se fasse qu’aprés une entente préalable avec elles.” 






No. 102. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 22.) 


(No, 25.) 


(Telegraphic.) 


2 
POLICING of southern roads, 


Tehran, January 22,1910. 


Please rofer to your telegram No, 15 of the 21st January and to my telegram 


No, 18 of the 17th January. 
Until more orderly cond 





ditions prevail in the province of Fars it would, T still think, 
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Be useless to attempt to carry out our scheme of road guards for the policing of the 
Ispaban—Bushire road. 

Pending the result at St Petersburgh of the Russian Minister's recommendation 
with regard to the larger advance (see my telegram No, 28 of the 18th January), Idefer 
answering your enquiry. 








[2530] No. 103. 
ee Sir G. Barelay to Sir Haward Grey —(Received January 22.) 
No, 26. 


Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 22, 1910, 

EASTERN AZERBAIJAN. 

In continuation of my telegram No, 18 of the 12th January, I have the honour to 
report that Russian detachments which were sent to reconnoitre round Ahar have left, 
Their visit seems to have been unattended by any disturbance. Instructions have been 
sent to the Caucasus authorities to refrain in future from moving, without consent of 
the agen of th Foreign Ofico, even smal bodies of Rusia troop, 

Further suecesses have been gained by Government troops, and M. Poklewski 
informs mo confidentially that Rahim Khan has appealed for protection to both Russian 
and Turkish consuls-general, so he is evidently hard pressed, Protection is said to have 
eon refused, but there is evidence that Turkish consul-general is intriguing with him, 
and representations have been made here on the plea of humanity by Turkish 
Ambassudor on rebel chief's bebalf. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has asked M. Poklowski to refuse to allow Rabim Khan 
to take bast at his consulate-general in Tabreez, and he has replied that, unless another 
Power extends its protection to Rahim Khan, Russia will not depart from her attitude 
of neutrality, but in the event of the above contingency Russia will take such steps as 
she may deem advisable, 





(2581) No. 104, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reevived January 23.) 

(No, 27.) 

(Polegraphic.) P. 
Tih 

at Tabr 


4 Tehran, January 23, 1910. 
AVE received the following telegram from His Majesty's acting consul-general 


“Raver Bey, the newly-appointed cosulgenemal of the Porte at Tabree, is 


intriguing with the Karadagh khans, He is employing us intermediary a certain Jemil 
Boy, who is at present with Rahim Khan, and is sald to be a member of the Committee 
of Union and Progress. Enver Bey denies any responsibility for Jemil, who, he declares, 
is « bad character, but it is evident that the two are co-operating, 

“One of the above-mentioned khans applied for amnesty to Clovemor-General a few 
weeks ago through Enver Bey. He was given written guarantees signed by Governor- 
General and by ‘Turkish consul-general, notwithstanding which he has continued in 
arms, Turkish consul-general reecived a few days ago a petition from Rahim Khan 
nd a number of Karadagh Kkhane asking for ‘Turkish protection and. pledging them- 
selves to make peace with the Government if it were granted them. A telegram for 
transmission to the Sultan was also adjoined. Enver Bey approached Governor-General, 
Dut this time latter refused his mediation, Russian eonsul-general thereupon asked the 
Governor-General and his Turkish colleague for explanations. ‘The former apparently 
expressed regret for his blunder ; the latter gave assurances not to extend Ottamas 
protection, without instructions from his Government, to the Karadagh khans. 

“My Russian colleague has received aletter from Rahim Khan, in which he demands 
Russian protection, and threatens, if it is refused him, to accept the Turkish protection 
profi connection between Jemil Bey and ‘Turkish consul-general is evidenced 

¥y certain passages in the letter which I have seen 

“Such interlivenee on the part of the Turks is harmful to Persia as well as to 
Rosia, for Rossa may be thereby driven to abandon her attitude of neutrality in the 

aradagh dist 


tis highly desirable that Turkish consul-general should be severely and promptly 
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reprimanded; otherwise he will follow in the footsteps of Mahomet Ali Bey, and 
Complications similar to those of June last may be caused by his intrigues, A warn 
St the beginning of his career in Tabreez would deter him from pursuing such a policy. 


‘M. Poklewski and I are urging the Turkish Ambassador to instruct Enver Bey to 
desiat rons interfering in the allies of Azerbaijan and to-cease relations with Rardagh 
Kans. 





(2518) No. 105. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Baward Grey. —(Reeeived January 28.) 

No. 28. 
Cioege hie.) Ps Tehran, January 23, 1910. 

BUSHIRE-SHIRAZ road, 

Tn continuation of my telegeams Nos, 19 and 20 of the 17th January, 

‘The refusal of Governor of Fars to declaro on which route responsibility will be 
accepted by Persian Government, and the eonsequent probability that losses will bo 
repudiated by tho Government, lave practically brought trafic to standstill between, 

ire and Shir 
aes state of things cannot, I am warning Persian Government, be allowed to 
continue, and I am insisting that they should announce for which road they will 
formally accept responsibility, 





(2515) No, 106. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Reevived January 23.) 
fo. 22.) 

(iSiographiey P. St, Petersburgh, January 28, 1910. 

AVEATRS of Persia ee 

Count Bonckendorff has been instructed to show you communication made to 
M. Isvolsky by the German Ambassador here on the subject of the engagement by the 
Persian Government of advisers other than British or Russian, Count, Benokendorf? is 
also to show you the draft of a reply which M, Isvolsky proposes to make to this 
communication, I told M. Isvolsky that I did not know whether the German Govern- 
Snent had made a similar communication to you, ‘The German communication recognises 
that Russia and England hold a special ‘position in Persia, and this seems to have 
pleased M. Isvolsky. 


eee ee SSS 
[2529] No. 107. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 23.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St, Petersburgh, January 23, 1910. 
OUR telegram No, 88 of tho 21st January, 


Proposed advance. to Persia, Ab an interview which had yostorday with 

A. Isvolsky I told his Excollency that you proposed to follow his suggestion and make 
ae rredicte advance of the fll quota to be contributed by His Majesty’s Government, 
M, lavolsky said that, in throwing out the suggestion, he had been animated, by the 
hope that the fuet that the contributions to be made by the two countries differed in 
amount might be kept secret. Moreover, the question had undergone some change 
noe he made his suggestion. ._M, Iavolsky is quite right in his recollection of what 
took place, and T had informed him (in accordance with the terms of your telegram 
No. 3) thay it would be most difficult to prevent the fuct that the contributions varied 
in amount leaking out. On my urging M. Isvolsky to join with us and advance the full 
amount of 400,001, his Exeelleney said that his Government might be able to do 
this if the Persian Goverament could be induced to request the two Governments to 
pply.a large loan later on, To this I replied that his memorandum on the proposed 
Tare Toan was being considered by His Majesty's Government, but that time was 
ejuired for its consideration, He didnot expect His Majesty's Government, he said, 
too into all the details at once, but i @ request fora loan were mado by the Persian 

[i704] j 


(No. 23.) 
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Government, this, he thought, might enable his Government to advance the full amount 
as a preliminary instalment of the eventual loan. Such advance, however, could only 
be made on conditions, He would have some observations to make on one or two of the 
six conditions already proposed. 

T then went back to the question of Great Britain advancing her full quota without 
farther delay, I pointed out that our trade in the south was practically blocked, and 
that we were therefore anxious to furnish the Persian Government with as large a sum 
as possible in order to give them a chance of clearing the southern roads. M. Isvolsky 
on his side, urged that the two Governments should do their utmost to induce the 
Persian Government to make a formal request for a loan. He gave me to understand 
that if this request were made, then Russia would be able in all probability to come 
forward with her full quota of the preliminary advance. 

‘The situation may be summarised as follows :— 


1, The suggestion put forward originally by M, Isvolsky—that we should put 
dowel Gui ohare ot the Ri auto Ju fall ab ongoites tow abuateata) Ib lodks, mareoner 
a if such action on our part would not be viewed favourably by M. Isvolsky. 

2, If the Persian Government send in a formal request for a loan, then the Russian 
Government would be prepared to pay their full share of the advance, but only under 
conditions which might not, prove acceptable to the Persian Government. 

Tf,with a view to opening the trade routes in the south, you would wish to insist on 
ur making our full share of the advanee now, 1 would tell M. Isvolsky that His 
Majesty's Government considered it: imperative to take this course. 

TM. Beleonraetaliéouamiipaations (hat a anger ad vande abouldl Go ad ave: now 
reached M, Iavolsky, but it is evident that, save in the circumstances indicated above, 
the Russian Government will not go so far, 


[2758] No, 108. 
Memorandum communicated by Count Benckendorff January 24, 1910. 


EN présence de Vimpossibilité d’obtenir du Gouvernement persan les conditions 
Agsirables an cas d'une avanco de 5,000,000 do francs, nous sorions, & la rigueur, 
disposds A consentir 4 tuno avance de 10,000,000 de francs, & la condition que 1a Perse 
demande formellement dés maintenant notre concours pour la conclusion d'un emprunt 
plus considérablo, ainsi quill était exposé do fagon eirconstancie dans l’aido-mémoire 
du 23 décembro (5 janvier) remis A Sir Arthur Nicolson et auquel le Gouvernement 
britannique n’a pas encore fait parvenir de réponse déterminée. 
La nécossité d’un emprunt considérable est reconnue par les Ministres des deux 
Puissances \ Téhéran, ainsi qu'il résulte des rapports de M. Poklowski 
Quant aux Porsans, en présence de leur pressant besoin d'argent, ils accepteront 
robablement cette combinaison, si ello est déclarée positivement comme une condition 
indispensable pour tune avance de fonds. 
Pour ce qui est du. programme élaboré conjointement par les Ministres des deux 
Puissances concernant les conditions de cette avance, le Gouvernement Impérial eroit 
dovoir faire les observations suivantes 


1. Le Gouvernement Impérial croit pouvoir renoncer d insister sur l'inclusion dans 
Ia Commission de Controle des directours des deux banques—russe et anglaise. 

2, Le Gouvernement Impérial ne peut considérer comme satisfaisante la rédaction 
projetée du point 3, concernant les instructours étrangers pour l'armée persane, et croit 
indispensable d'insister sur le point de vue exposé précédemment, d'apris lequel les 
fonctions d'instructeurs seraiont réservées exclusivement aux sujets des deux 
Puissances ; des sujets d’autres Puissances pourraient, ila rigueur, étre admis en qualité 
dofliciors subaltornes avec Vagrément des deux Puissances, mais la haute direction des 
forces porsanes devrait demeurer aux mains des instructeurs russes et anglais 

Tautorisation absolue aux sujets persans de construire des voies ferrées avec 
leurs propres capitaux présente dea dangers, car il serait difficile de prévenir la 
formation fictive de compaguies persanes qui opéreraient avec des capitaux étrangers, 
au détriment des intéréts russes et anglais. Afin de parer & pareille situation, il y 
aurait lieu de subordonner autant que possible la construction de toute voie ferrée en 
Perso & un accord préalable avec les deux Puissances. 
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4, Le Gouvernement Impérial trouve désirable que le terme de Vamortissement de 
Yavance soit réduit & cing ans, et que toutes les petites dettes & courte échéance du 
Gouvernement persan la Banque russo soient consolidées et ddiment pourvues de 
garanties. 

Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 

le 24 jancier, 1910. 





[2754] No. 109. 
Sir @. Bardlay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recoived January 24.) 
beirreeey hie) P. Tehran, January 24, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. a ¢ fi 

Thavo just received a private visit from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who 
begged me inost earnestly to expedite the advance, and present the Persian Government 
with terms which the Medjliss could be induced to approve. He reiterated with great 
Emphasis the warning which he has repeatedly given me that the failure of the advance 
would mean the resignation of the present Cabinet and a resultant state of anarchy, _ 

Tt is impossible to deny that there is some warrant for tho Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs’ fears, ‘The prestige of the victorious revolutionary leaders, Sipahdar and 
Sardar Assad, largely upholds such authority as the Government maintains, and I 
‘cannot but contemplate with misgiving the possibility of their resignation, z 

Tt is most destrable that w reply should be given to the application of Persian 
Government for the advance without further delay, and that Russia should not insist 
on the engagement of Russian instructors, at least as a condition precedent of the 
advance, for it will be impossible, I fear, to induce the Medjliss to accept this clause. 





[2898] No, 110. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 25.) 
fn gia) P, Tehran, January 25, 1910. 
T HAVE the honour to suggest that His Majesty's consul at, Ahwaz’ may’ be 
entrusted with the shares to which the khans are entitled in the First Exploitation 
Company and in the Bakhtiari Oil Company, so that he may hand them over to hans 
without delay. 


(Confidential.) eae ' 

Tt wonld strengthen the hands of His Majesty’s consul if he could produeo these 
shares in the negotiations which he hopes to begin shortly with the khans for payment 
of the Godar Bridge account. y ae Ae 

‘We might inform oil company that it would be desirable for His Majesty's consul 
to deliver these shares to khans, since they have raised the question at the consulate, 


(Repeated to Ahwaz.) 





[2900] No. 111, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received January 25.) 
ee ia) P. Tehran, January 25,1910, 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Please refer to your telegram No, 15 of the 21st instant, to final paragraph of 
my telegram No. 25 of the 22nd instant, and to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegam No, 28 of the 
28rd instant. a . 

Te isto be regretted, I agreo, that, wo should waive, conditions reyaniing 
gendarmerie and railways, but in the case of an advance limited to 200,000/, I thin! 
the Medjliss would be most unlikely to accept the transaction if it is. loaded with more, 
than the first two—and, of course, mutatis mutandis, the last—of our six conditions, the 
above-mentioned sum being less than half of what was asked. 
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Te our six conditions are made more onerous, I believe also that there will be little 
hope of the Medjliss accepting even 400,000. Although Persian Government 
foreshadowed an application for a larger loan when they approached us for an advance, 
distrust of Rusia isso great that T think chances of Meliss ratifying the present 
transaction would be jeopardised by a demand on our part for a formal undertaking 
from Persian Government to apply to us for the larger loan later. 

T see no reason to doubt that Persian Goverment will apply epontancously to 
the two Powers for the loan in due course if things go satisfactorily. ‘The money will 
be nosed long before 1912-—the date of the expiration of the embargo on loans from a 
thin ower, 





(2901), No. 112, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—-(Received January 25.) 
(No, 82.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

M. Poklewski has informed me that duration of agreement is calculated in Persian 
yeurs, and that railway embargo expires in April of this year, not in November as 
‘tated in memorandum handed to M. Irvolsy in October 2908. 

T telegraph this information which you should have in connection with my telegram 
No, 81, which was drafted, however, with knowledge of this divergence. 


Tehran, January 25, 1910. 





(1781) No. 113. 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 25, 1910. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of 
a despatch from lis Majesty's Minister at Tehran,® relative to the judicial murder of 
two Isinailis at Nishopar, and the i it to which members of that sect in the 
fain rogln are at present exposed at the instigation of the orthodox Mahommedan 
clergy, 

Tam to inform you that Sir E. Groy is disposed, if Viscount Morley concurs, to 
approve the atop wish Sie G. Barclay has already taken to bring these occurrences to 
tho notice of the Persian Government, to point out to them the deplorable effect which 
would be produced if the fucts became known in this country, and to press for the 
punishment of the guilty partie 

Sir E, Grey would at the same time instruct Sir G, Barclay to inform the Persian 
Government that flis Majesty's Governmentattach great importance to the punishment 
of the authors of these outrages, 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(1782) No, 114, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 25, 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 24th ultimo relative to a'scheme submitted by 
fa financial group connected with the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company for the 
improvement of communications between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, I am directed by 
Sccrutary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a despateh from His 

jesty's Minister at Tehran, offering certain observations on the subject. 

“Viscount Motley will obsorve that, while Sir G, Barclay considers that the scheme 
merits in principle the support of His Majesty's Government, there are, in his opinion, 
objections to proceeding to its immediate execution, even to the extent of sending an 
engineer to make a survey of the ground, as proposed in Mr, Stratford Andrews’ letter 
of the 9th Noven , 


* No 66, t No. 67. 
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Tam accordingly to 
of Sir G, Barclay’s 


fas the words “. . 


Mr. Stratford Andrews, 

bbe postponed for the present. H 
Tnvview of the present position of the question of railway construction in Persia, 

Sir E. Grey is disposed to omit, in the communication to be addressed to Mr. Andrews, 

all reference to the attitude of His Majesty’s Government towards the scheme in 


Les Tam, 


&e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(2998) No. 115, 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Mr. Mallet—(Received January 26.) 


(Confidential. Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
ir, January 25, 1910. 

AT tho suggestion of Sir Hugh Barnes, T beg to enclose some extracts from and 
copios of letters which I have received recently, reporting upon a disturbance which 
‘occurred at the end of November between two sections of the Bakhtiari guards employed 
‘upon this company’s oil-ficld at Maidan-i-Naphtun. 

‘As tho incident in now closed, T am merely sending. you the abovo for your 
information, as Sir Hugh thought you might possibly like to know what occurred, 

‘With rogard to the comments made by Mr. Lloyd in his letter of the 18th December 
on the action of Lieutenant Ranking, I would like to remark that, since the trouble 
‘was settled without the presence of the British consul, it is evident that on this 
cceasion the latter was quite justified in the course he followed in this partioular cage. 
But, for future guidance, in view of the possibility of similar outbreaks in the future 
‘and possibly of « more serious nature, it would bo satisfactory if some rule could be laid 
Gown as to the measure of assistance which may be looked for by our British employés 
on the fields in the event any further similar disturbances occurring. 

T have, &e. 
G, GREENWAY, 
‘Managing Director. 


Eee 
Enclosure 1 in No, 115. 
Messrs. Lloyd, Scott. and Co. to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Extract.) Mohammerah, Decomber 4, 1909. 

‘Bakhtiari Guard.—We regret having to report a somewhat serious disturbance 
which took place at Maidan-i/Naphtun on the 26th ultimo. 

Kerim, formerly one of the guard, who was dismissed by the Khuns some little 
time ago, returned to the camp on the date just mentioued accompanied by some thirty 
men, in order, 80 it is alleged, to recover a debt from the present head of tho guard, by 
name Parviz Khan, 

‘The result was a Hight between the two parties, during which one of our guards 
(under Parviz Khan) was dangerously wounded 

Dr. Young is of the opinion that the man will probably not recover, in which easo it 
is not unlikely that further trouble will ensue. 

‘he matter was promptly referred to Lieutenant Ranking, His Britannic Majesty's 
consul in Ahwaz, who immediately telegraphed what had occurred to the Samsam-es- 
Sultanch in Ispahan, and we trust that this will provent a recurrence of trouble, 

Messrs. Lloyd and Reynolds were due to reach the oilfields yesterday, and will 
investigate the matter on their arrival there. 

‘Since writing the above we have received a letter from Mr, Willans to the. effect 
that the contending parties have arrived at some agreement, and that no further 
trouble is likely to occur, pending the decision of the khans in the matter. 

‘The wounded man is still in a dangerous condition, 


fi7o4) 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 115. 





‘Messrs. Lloyd, Seott, and Co. to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


(Bxtract,) Mohammerah, December 11, 1909. 

Bakhtiari Guard—From the enclosed copy of Mr. Lloyd's letter, dated the 
4th December, to Lieutenant Ranking you will see that the trouble mentioned in our 
last week's note “TH” has now assumed a serious character. In this connection we 
telegraphed you last Thursday, informing you that there was a possibility of fighting 
between the two sections of the guard, and that Mr. Lloyd had therefore written 
Lieutenant Ranking asking him to come up to the oilfields with his escort as soon as 
possible, Mr, Reynolds is, as you know, also at Maidan-i-Naphtun. 

Mr, Lloyd thinks that his letter to Lieutenant Ranking above referred to is 
suficient to put you in full possession of the facts of the case, but he will, upon his 
return'to Mohammerah, write you further on the subject. 

‘As the mail closes wo have received through the medium of His Britannic Majesty's 
consuls at Ahwaz and Mohammerah a wire from Mr. Lloyd (still at the oil-fields) to the 
effect that fresh Bakhtiari guards have been settled, and we have to-day telegraphed 
you this information at Mr. Lloyd's request, 








Enclosure 3 in No, 115. 
Messrs, Lloyd, Scott, and Co. to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
(Extract,) Mohammerah, December 18, 1909. 


Bakhtiari Guards —With reference to my telegram to you on this subject, I now 
beg to report as follows 












Under the terms of the supplementary agreement with the Bakhtiari chief which 
was put through by Mr. Reynolds at the begioning of this year one responsible man 
‘was appointed head of the guards at Maidan-i-Naphton, arid the guards under him 
were drawn half from the followers of the Mbeggi and half from those of the Tkhani, 
‘The head of the guards at Marmatain being one of the Ibeggi's section, Parviz Khan, 

tothe ikhant section, was appointed head of the guards at Maidand-Naphtua, 
than, the man who has been making all the trouble, was one of the Ibegyi’s half 
fruard, and he immediately commenced to make trouble by demanding the right 
to himself appoint the Ibeggi’s men and, in fact, to be put on the same footing as Parviz 
Khan. 

‘This trouble was got over by Dr. Young ordering him to accompany him 
(Dr, Young) on a visit he was paying to the Bakhtiari chiefs at Malamir. On arrival 
Dr. Young got Karim Khan's appointment cancelled, and the latter was ordered by the 
chiefs not to go buck to Maidan-t-Naphtun, 

In spite of this order, Karim, a few months later, again attempted to return to the 
ined at Maidan tNapiteny and:again at okt retard the Bihtat! hlet ordered ims 
to leave immediately, 

Karim, however, relying on the absence of the chiefs and their consequent lack of 
authority, kept in the district, and was concerned in practically every trouble at the 
amp, iaclidiog tho dsturbateo resulting from Mr, Willans aucidantally.ehooting 
native in the log. His latest move was to produce a forged order from one of the khans 
ordering his reinstatement, and when tendering this he demanded to be placed on a 
level with Parviz Khan, and to share in whatever profits (‘‘dustoorie,” &.) Parviz 
‘Khan had made, 

Our Mr, Willans’s refusal to take Karim back, ‘The attack on the bur, led by Karim 
Khan, ensued, about which we wrote you on the 4th instant, 

‘the man’ who was wounded in this disturbance died on the Ist December, and the 
Tiboggi’s seetion of the guard went out in a body to bury him. ‘The death of this man, 
which was attributed tow shot by Parviz Khan, turned the disturbance into a blood 
foud against Parviz Khan, and as it did not seem safe to Mr. Willans to allow the 
Tibegei’s guards to return he acceded to Parviz, Khan's request to have them kept out, 
Hind they returned, bloodshed would undoubtedly have eoroed and consoquant danger 
to the Europeans at the cmap. 

‘This was the position when Mr, Reynolds and I arrived at the camp. 
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Parviz Khan alternately vowed allegiance to death and asked to be relioved of 
responsibility and allowed to go. The latter we naturally refused to allow. 

Karim demanded the dismissal of Parviz, one-half of the latter's profits (?), and 
the reinstatement of the dismissed guards, and, failing compliance, predicted an attack, 
on the burj. 

Desultory fring had been going on from the surrounding heighta at the bur} even, 
before the wounded man’s death, One bullet lodged close to Dr. Young, another hit 
the head-quarters. In view of the fact that there seemed a distinct possibility of a fight 
Potweon the two rections of the guards, I addressed to. Licutenant Ranking the letter 
copy of which has been already sent’ you, Meanwhile we endeavoured to do what 
yas possible to smooth over the trouble until the arrival of the khans at Malamir, when, 
their authority and presence would be sufficient to absolutely prevent any possibility of 
a disturbance, so 
‘Acting on a suggestion from Parviz Khan, we proposed the holding of a, medjliss 
(or punchayet) to the contending parties, and after some delay this was held on the 
Sth December. Fortunately, while the medjliss, onsistng of wc elders on each side, 
was being held, two orders were received by Parviz from the khans: one addressed to 
himself confirming his actions and directing him to remain, and the other to Karim 
Khan severely censuring him and promising condign punishment, ‘These, letters 
facilitated a dessin, and it was finally arranged in consideration of our allowing, the 
Tibeggi's guards to return, that there was to be no attack of any sort on Parviz Khan, 
‘and that Karim should immediately leave the district. The elders alll signed an 
undertaking giving their personal guarantee that, the above terms would be carried out, 
and with Parviz Khan's consent the dismissed guards were thereupon allowed to 











the burj. 

T do not anticipate any further trouble, particularly as Mx, Reynolds will shortly 
be returning to the camp, and his presence ‘there will have a quietening effect, 

T enclose copy of Lioutenant Ranking’s reply to my letter, from which you 
will see that he did not act on my suggestion that he should como up to the cam 
with his escort, It soems to me that a British consul should always proceo 
without delay to any place where the lives of British citizens may be in danger, and I 
consider that Lieutenant Ranking ought to have come up to th camp at ae, | Not 
wishing to cause any friction with His Britannic Majesty's consul, I hive said nothing 
to him on this point, but { will at my first interview with Major Cox on his return 
mention the matter to him in confidence, so that he can, should he s0 wish, write to 
His Britannic Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz himself, ‘The whole question of the guards 
will have to be taken up with the Bakhtiari chiefs when they atrive at Malamir, and 
Mr Reynolds wil visit them, there, “What ig the bast arangement to pres for isu 
very difficult matter to decide, Mr, Reynolds and I have discissed the matter at 
considerable length, and have also obtained the views of Dr. Young, but we will talk it 
all over again before Mr. Reynolds's visit. Mx, Ahmad Khan has not, in my opinion, 
been much of a success fo far, but his failure has probably been, due to the absence of a 
really authoritative person such as Mr. Reynolds at tho camp, I think he will do very 
much better work under Mr, Reynolds, and in fact I noticed an improvement in the fow 
days Mr. Reynolds and I were at the camp. ‘The friction Parviz Khan and Ahmad Khan 
can probably. not be entirely removed, but as it is pretty certain that after Mx Reynolds 
interview with the khans, a new set of guards with a now chief will be appointed, 
Ahmad will then bo able to start with a more or less clean slate, 














Enclosure 4 in No. 115. 
Lieutenant Ranking to Mr. Lloyd. 


My dear Lloyd, Alucaz, Decomber 6, 1909, 

REFERENCE your letter dated the 4th Deoembor, 1909, dealing with tho 
subject of the troubles between the Bakhtiari guards received this morning. 

‘As you very correctly state, any permanent settlement of the question cannot be 
effected till the arrival of the khans' representatives. 

In the meanwhile I have taken the following steps :— 


(1) T have sent off kassids, one to Mahmud Khan, of Dalun, who is responsible for 
the supply of some of the guards at Maidan-Minaftum, and who is one of tho dependents 
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of the Sardar Muhtasham, TIheggi; and another kassid to Khuda Karam Khan, of 
KalariTul, who is a dependent of the Samsam-oe-Sultaneb, Ikhani. 

% T have addressed identical notes to the above minor chiefs requesting them 
either to go in person, or to send some responsible agent to Maidan-Minaftun to settle 
the row between the two factions pending the arrival of the Tkbani and Tbeggi’s 
representatives inthe low county, 

3. I have further informed the Ikhani and Ibeggi of the state of affairs at the 
cilfield, and requested them to take immediate steps to prevent further hostilities. 

(4.) Tam, moreover, in communication with 'Tebran on the subject. 


T.would remind you that I have already addressed the Tkhani in this connection, 
vide my No, 405, dated the 26th Noveiber, 1909, as regards your suggestion that I 
should’ come up at once in person. 

Tt is impossible for me to leave Ahwaz on the spur of the moment, but I would 
request, you to keep me informed of the course of events at the field, 

Teond this by your kassid, who, I understand, is returnlng to the field at once. 

‘ours sincerely, 
J, RANKING. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 115. 
Mr. Toya to Lieutenant Ranking. 


Maidan-i-Naphtun, December 4, 1909. 

9 nup here with the Bakhtiari guards is serious ‘The man who was 
shot is dead, and. there is now a blood feud on against Parviz. Ax you are aware, the 
guards up here have been half the Ikhani's men and half the Tibeggi’s men, with 

arviz, who is the Tkbani’s man, at their head. On the death of Jan Kuli (who is one 
of the Mheggi’s men) all the Ibeggi’s men went out of the fort to bury him, and 
Parviz, quite naturally, knowing the feud against, him, has refused to allow them back 

Kerim demands the dismissal of Parviz, and the re-engagement of the 
Thegai’s half of the guards, and failing this satisfuotion threatened to attack the fort 
containing Parviz. and the remainder of the guard. Naturally, we eannot agree to this. 
Parviz is the man responsible for the safety of the camp, and’ without him there would 
be no safety. There has been a certain amount of promiscuous firing, and the bungalow 
hhas been hit, and a bullet has gone quite close to the doctor. I do not think that 
either sido hie any grovanee wgnint the Kuropeans, but there ia the danger (1) that. 
with bullets flying about, and the proximity of the Europeans’ quarters to the fort, that 
somebody will get hit, and (2) that either side may fire at a European in order to put 
the blame on the other side, 

Wo are doing what we ean to procrastinate open outbreak of hostilities, but. any 
permanent settlement is impossible until the khans or their responsible representatives 
arrive; and Karim, knowing that he will get it hot from them for disobeying orders, 
will obviously try to get at Parviz before then, 

‘We are meanwhile advising the parties to submit their ease to the arbitration of 
elders nominated by both sides, and by this means to temporise for a few days. 

T should, however, like you, if possible, to come up here with your sowars as 
quickly as possible, Not only might you personally be able to patch up the quarrel, 
but your presence with your sowars would, I think, prevent an outbreak of hostilities 
and guarantee the safety of the Europeans until the arrival of the Khans, You will 
doubtless do your best to come up at ones, and will let us know when to expect you. 
If difficulty of ready transport prevents your marching at once we can probably 
accommoite you and your men somehow or other for a day or two until the 
remainder of your baggage arrives 

‘You will doubtless wire at once to the Sirdar Muhtashem and to the Samsam-es- 
Sultanch informing them of the seriousness of the position here. 

Yours sincerely, 
J. B. LLOYD. 


[2903] 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 26.) 
(No. 33.) 


meeps) F Tehran, January 26, 1910. 
(Tee VANCE to Persian Government. pers 


Last sentence of my telegram No. 31 of the 25th January was based on o 
misapprehension. On referring to Russian loan contract of 1902, I find that by 
article 13 Persia, even after 1912, is precluded from borrowing from a third Power 
‘until Russian loan is discharged. 





(2416) No. 117. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
Telegrap! 


= Foreign Ofice, January 26, 1910. 
IL-ES-SULTAN, ght ey. 


Zil-ee-Sultan begs that you may be instructed to take action, jointly with 
M. Poklewski, in the matter of threo of his villages, seized, as he aflirms, by the 
Governor of Ispaban, under orders from the Persian Government. He has also 
approached the ‘Russian Ambassador in Paria with a similar request, Ho values tho 
villages at: about 100,000. 

You aro authorised to take any steps unofficially in favour of Zil-es-Sultan that you 
may think advisable, if your Russian colleague agrees, You have full diseretion in ‘the 
matter. 

Reference is to my despatch No. 76 of the 8rd June last year, 


Re 19.) 





[2531] No, 118, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No. 36.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION in Eastern Azerbaijan, 
His Majesty's Govornmont consider it very important to prevent Rahim Than 
from rec ny support through Turkish intervention, You should therefore inform. 
the Russian Government that if the mischievous conduct of the Turkish consul-general 
at Tabreez appear to them to call for representations at, Constantinople, we will instruct 
SiG, Lowe to susosiate hinselfwith any staps that may be taken by his Russian 
colleague, 


Foroign Office, January 26, 1910. 





(2987) No, 119. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Offce, January 26, 1910. 

THE Persian Minister being ill, a Secretary of. the Persian Legation called. at 
this Offee on the 18th instant to bring to my nofloe the malpractices of the Russian 
fuldiers at Kazvin, and tho bad effect in encouraging the rebel forces which must be 
produced by the ispatch of a Russian expedition in the north of Persia. 

‘A recards the first of these two. points, ho stated that tho Russian soldiory at 
Kazvin bsbuaved in a most overbearing fashion, and that they terrorised tho inhabitants 
of the town, 

ie expressed to Mr! Mallet, who received hhim, the hope that His Majesty's 
Goverment would make somo representations to tho Russian Government on thos 
subjects. 

1 oie, Mallet promised to inform me of his wishes, but expressed at the fame timo 
a) v 
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the opinion that the intervention of His Majesty’s Government in buch a matter might 
do more harm than good. 


do not propote to make any representations at St. Petersburgh 
am, &. 


E. GREY. 





(2722) No. 120, 
Memorandum communicated to Count Benckendorff, January 26, 1910. 


SIR EDWARD GREY has had the honour to receive a copy of a telegram 
addressed to the Russian Ambassador by the Russian Minister for Foreign Afiairs, 
which Count Benckendorff was good enough to leave at this Office on the 22nd instant. 

‘This telegram gave the substance of a communication made to M. Isvolsky by the 
German Ambassador at St. Petersburgh on the subject of the appointment of foreign 
advisers in Persia, together with the text of the answer which his Excellency proposes 
to return to it, and enquired the opinion of His Majesty's Government regarding this 
question. 

Sir E, Grey has the honour to express to Count Benckendorff his thanks for the 
opportunity thus afforded to him of expressing an opinion on this matter, and would 
beg leave to offer the following observations : 


It is true, as stated by M. Iavolsky in his proposed reply to Count Pourtalis, that 
tho application mado tothe French Government, in January 1909, for the services of 
two officials to fill the posts of treasurer-general and inspector-general of finances in 
Persia, was made direct by the Persian Government, and was not the outcome of any 
agreoment between His Majesty's and the Russian Governments, whose action in the 
mattor was limited to informing the French Government, in reply to an enquiry, that 
they saw no objection to the appointments in question. 

Tt would, however, bo hardly accurate to state, as proposed by M. Isvolsky, that 
the question of appointing any other foreigners to Persian posts has not arisen, because 
it has already boen agreed that one of the conditions of an advance of 400,000. to the 
Persian Government is that tho latter should immediately apply to the French Govern- 

for the appointment of seven more French experts for service in the Persian 
try of Finance, 

‘Tho German Government cannot fail to learn of these appointments, and to 
become aware of the circumstances in which they will have been made, ie,, as the 
result of direct pressure brought to bear on the Persian Government by His Majesty's 
and. the Russian Governments, and they would then have reason to complain that the 
assurance given them had not been fulfilled, 

Sir E, Grey would accordingly suggest for M. Isvolsky's consideration that the 
reply to Count Pourtalis should be worded somewhat as follows : 


“Tho Imperial Russian Government note with satisfaction that the German 
Government recognise the special position of Russia and Great Britain in Persia. 
‘They assume that the German Government, in their communication, refer to the 
appointment, in January 1909, of a French treasurer-general and inspector-general of 
finances, and would point out that these nominations were made by the Persian 
Government on the advice of M, Bizot, their financial adviser, and were merely 
approved by the Russian and British Governments, to whom they were submitted. It 
is only natural that M. Bizot should prefer Frenchmen as his collaborators in the 
Persian Ministry of Finance, but there is no agreement between Russia and Great 
Britain restricting the appointment of foreign advisers in the Persian service when 
neither Russian nor British subjects. 

“The right of the Persian Government to appoint whom they like to posts in their 
own service seoms undeniable, although the special interests of Russia and Great 
Britain, duo to their coterminous frontiers and to the fact that they are the creditors of 
Persia for very considerable sums of money, give them the right to demand that such 
appointments should be submitted to them before being made.) 


Sir E. Grey has the honour to add that no similar communication from the German 
Government hus yet reached His Majesty’s Government, but that, in the event of such 


nm 
& communication being received, he will reply to it in the above terms should they 
appear suitable to M. Isvolsky. 


Foreign Office, 
January 26, 1910. 





(3045) No, 121. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 21.) 


Six, India Office, January 26, 1910. 

IN reply to your letter of the 17th January, 1910, as to the employment of a survey 
officer by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company in connection with the proposed topographical 
survey in Western Persia, I am directed to invite reference to the Viceroy’s telegram 
of the 20th instant, from which it will be seen that Mr, Scott has accepted the appoint- 
ment, and is proceeding at once to Persia with two native surveyors. 

‘The instructions to Mr. Scott to procure all equipment, &e., in India are presumably 
in accordance with the wishes of the company, who have undertaken to provide a 
tents and transport. 

Tam, &, 
R. RITCHIE, 


(2758) No, 122. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
‘Telographic.)_P. 
a 


, Poreign Offico, January 27, 1910. 
ANCE to Persian Government. 


Its certainly true, as Russia states, that Persian Government can only be kept on 
their feet with the aid of a lange loan. It appears from Tehran telegram No, 81 of the 
25th January that to domand « formal undertaking from Persian Government that they 
vill apply for a loan seems undesirable, and from Tehran telegram No, 38 of yesterday 
it seems unnecessary. Persia will be obliged by circumstances to apply soon for a loan, 
and that the application should be addressed to any Power other than Russia or Grent, 
Britain is rendered impossible by the terms of the Russian loan contract, 

My own opinion is that M, Tevoliky is right in proposing, that Great Britain should 
join Russia, when Persian Government apply, in rendering the negotiation of largo 
ban foes foreign bablkera oasy. "Thid pcld ‘No dons Uysagresiny. toatl wae ot 
dofiult, article 5 of the Anglo-Russian Convention should be brought into foroe in 
favour of the loan, T emnot finally commit His Majesty's Government, to this courso 
without sonsuling the Cabinet, which will, Thope, meet next week: I tin however 
that such a measire would in no way place either Government in a position of any 
financial liability. 

Meanwhile, I trust that by giving this provisional consent I shall make it possible 
to prooeed yithout any further delay with the full amount of the amall advance! 

With reference to Tehran telegram No. 29 of the 24th January, Sit G. Barclay 
fears that to impose & condition as to Russian instructors would raise so much opposition 
that it would probably wreck tho entire proposal, and, of course, it the swall advance 
fell through, the prospect of a large loan would also vanish. I think it would be most 
inadvisable to exact too many conditions in the ease of the small udvance, 


Wo. 38.) 


(2416) No. 123, 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, 


Foreign Offer, January 217, 1910, 

HAVE received Mr. Carnegio's despatch No, 30 of tho-20th instant conveying 
a request from Zil-esSultan for the intervention of His Majesty's Minister at Tohran, 
in concert with his Russian colleague, to enable an arrangement to be reached with 
the Persian Government in the matter of the seizure by their orders of certain villages 
belonging to His Imperial Highness. 
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T transmit to your Excellency herewith copy of a telegram which I have addressed 
to Sir G. Barclay on the subject,® and Lrequest you to inform Zil-es-Sultan of the steps 
which have been taken on his behalf. 

Tam, &. 
E. GREY. 


[3121] No. 124. 
Bir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 28.) 


St. Petersburgh, January 23, 1910. 
I HAVE the honour to report that the “Novoe Vremya” of today's date 
publishes an articlo on Persia, of which the following is a summa 


‘The second Medjliss has done but little better than the first. The general position 
is still undefined, and the way lies open for any possibility. Yet signs of improvement 
are not wanting. ‘The second Medjliss has learnt the lesson taught by the fato of its 
predecessor by heart, and its views and actions are mor 
of fruitless oratory has passed. ‘The “‘extrome” parti 
charm, and the depaties, so far as thir political intelligence admits, aro str 
h the Government, and not to combat it. ‘The Government now realises the 
ity of a foreign loan.” ‘The needs of the Persian Government will no doubt meet 
with the full sympathy of England and Russia, who will give assistanco in the present 
difficult posit h the Persian Government is situated. In view of what has 
happened previously with money lent by foreign Powers, it would only increase the 
confusion if a loan were granted without proper guarantees as to expenditure. ‘These 
guarantees are demanded not only by those who supply the money, but in the interests 
of the Pi themselves. ‘This is procisely tho view taken by the Cabinet 
St. Potersburgh and London. ‘The form the control is to take has not yet been decided 
upon, ‘The settlement of this question has been left to the Russian and British 
Ministers in Tehran, Probably a special commission will be proposed, which shall 
consist of members of the Government, representatives of the Medjliss and of both 
Jogations, A commission thus composed would be the best guaranteo for the proper 
expenditure and control of the money lent, But this would not by any means satisfy 
all tho vital needs of the country. A loan of 2,000,000 or 3,000,000 roubles willl only 
enable tho Persian Government to breathe more freely for two or three weeks. Persia 
roquires a thorough reorganisation of her State systems. ‘The reform of the local 
governmont, tho creation of new legal and administrative machinery, the reform of the 
, all demand the expenditure of large sums. At present Persia owes 
Joans over 16,000,000 roubles, ‘These loans have necessarily been 
y burdensome conditions. Persia must be freed from these usurious 
tain conditions she could borrow 50,000,000. or 60,000,000 roubles 
and tho interest would not exceed that which she is now paying. At the same time 
she would liquidate all her current debts, and would, moreover, have at her disposal 
from_ 20,000,000 to 30,000,000 roubles for present needs. But such a loan would 
require even more caution on the part of the lenders. ‘The Persian Government is 
now faced with the fundamental question: Is she to attempt to reconstruct Persia 
with no assistance save that of comrades from the Caucasus, or is she to proceed alon, 
the wide path of economic reform assisted by European Powers? The first meth: 
has already sheen partially attempted with negative results. ‘The example of such 
Statos as Japan, Turkey, and China should persuade her to choose the second path. 
Common sense will tell the Persian Government and the Medjliss which is the trae 
The other road will lead Persia to a prolonged chaos, ending with a slow but 
cortain death, 


® 
[3899] No. 125. 
Note communicated by Count Benckendorff January 28, 1910. 


+ LE consul britannique & Tabriz. a informé son Ministre & Téhéren tant d'une série 
de faits établissant V'existenco de rapports constants d’Enver Bey aveo Rakhim et 
autres khans de Karadagh que de la récente intervention on leur faveur de co 
représentant ottoman auprés du gouverneur. 4 ‘ 

‘Dans une conversation avec l’Ambassadeur de Turquie, M. Poklewski s'est exprimé 
au sujet de pareils procédés du consul général de Turquie en les désapprouvant ; il a 
en méme temps exprimé V'espoir qu'Enver Boy recevrait des ordres d'avoir & mettre 
fin & ses rapports avec Rakhim Khan. . i 

Le Ministre de Grande-Bretagno a, de son 00té, fait, aw moyen d'une lettre privée, 
une démarche analogue auprés de l'Ambassadeur, i i 

Ce dernier a nié tout esprit d'intrigue chez son subordonné et a promis de lui 
faire parvenir des instructions dans le sens désiré, ; 

Quant 4 sa propre intervention aupris du Ministre dos Affaires Iitrangdres, 
VAmbossadeura cherehé & Vexpliquer par des mobiles purement humanitaires ot par 
Je désir do mettre fin a V'effusion de sang, ‘ 

Diautre part, d’aprés des nouvelles télégraphiées de Tabriz par le gérant du 
consulat Impérial, Rakhim Khan affirmo dans une lettre avoir regu par Ventremige do 
Djémil Bey une lettre du consul général de Turquie & Tabriz, ¥ 

Ceci conirme les renseignements prénédemment roouilia parle eoneulatTnpéril 
concernant Jes intrigues d’Enver Bey dans le Karadjadagh & V'aido do Djémil, 
spécinloment envoyé cot ffet do Constantinople, 

Lo gérant du consulat Impérial est davis que, cea intrigues so trouvant confirmées 
&Yraide de documents, son collégue de Turquie renie Djémil et chercho & faire croire 
qu'il n’a rien de commun avec cet aventurier, 


Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
le 28 janvier, 1910, 


(3161) No. 126. 


Messrs. Hlingor and Co, to Foreign Office.—(Received January 28.) 


Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, January 27, 1910. 

REFERRING to our letter of the 18th instant, enclosing copy of letter wo 
addressed to Sir George Barclay, Tehran, advising him the ‘‘Cliftonian” would load 
5,000-5,500 tons oxide at Hormuz, we have now definite news that this steamer will 
arrive at Hormuz on the Ist February. ‘This day, wo aro afraid, willl bo before our 
lotter will arrive at, Tehran, and wo shall therefore be obliged if you will be good 
‘enough to cable the information to Sir Georgo Barclay. 

You, of course, kindly consented to our communicating direct with the British 
Ministor, but in tho present instance circumstances make it advisable that the cable 
advice should go through you. 

With best thanks in anticipation. 
We are, &o. 
ELLINGER Axo Co, 


P.S.—We do not wish to wire en clair stating the quantity to be shipped, and 


cannot cable Sir George Barclay in Code. 
E. axp Co, 


(1704) 





14 


[3899]) No. 127. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 


o, 13. 
ne raphic.) P, Foreign Office, January 28, 1910. 

EES ‘Azerbaijan, Conduct of Ottoman consul general at Tabress, 

Soe Tehran telegram No. 27 of the 23rd January. 

You should join with M. Tcharykoff in representations as to the mischievous 
conduct of Ottoman consul-general. 





[2835] No. 128. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
fo. 11.) 
ir, Foreign Office, January 28, 1910. 

‘THE secretary of the Persian Legation left with Mr. Mallet on the 21st instant a 
memorandum, of which a copy is enclosed, relative to the disastrous results which 
would follow the grant by the Russian consular or other authorities in Persia of asylum 
to Rahim Khan. 

He asked at the same timo that His Majesty's Government would make represen- 
tations to the Russian Government on tho subject, and added that such an occurrence 
would arouse the greatest resentment in Persia, 

‘The Persian Government had approached the Russian Minister at Tehran with 
regard to this question, but their representations had as yot met with no reply. 

Mr. Mallet did not encourage tho secretary to hope for any intervention on the 
rect His Majesty’ Government, and Ido not propose to mention the mater to the 

‘nasian Government, 

Talso transmit copy of the reply which 1 have returned to the Persian Ministor’s 

‘communication.® 
Tam, &. 
E. GREY, 


Enclosure in No. 128, 
Memorandum communicated by the Persian Legation January 21, 1910. 


ACCORDING to telegrams received within the last few days by the Persian 
Government, Rahim Khan is in the greatest difficulty at Karadagh, and there is every 
hope that he will soon be captured. 

‘Tho Persian Government have had repeated conversations with the Russian 
Minister in Tehran, on whom it has been impressed that it is their earnest hope that no 
refuge or protection will be afforded to Rahim Khan by the Russian consulates or 
officials in Persia, nor that he will be admitted and received in Russian territory. 
Should such a thing be done, it will throw away all tho trouble and expense to which 
tho Government have been put in this connection, Such an action will, moreover, 

duce the greatest commotion among the people of Persia, and will involve. the 

rsian Government in trouble. It would be a very great pity that a bloodthirsty 

rebel, such as Rahim Khan is, who merits capital punishment, should be the means of 
straining the relations between the two countries. 

‘Tho Russian Minister in Tehran has promised to co-operate in every way in the 
matter and to ask for instructions from St. Petersburgh, but so far no reply has been 
received. Tho Persian Government desire it to be known that they attach the greatest 
importance to this question. ‘They earnestly hope that Rabim Khan will not in any 
way be offered refuge or protection by the Russian consuls or other officials in Persia, 
and that should he escape into Russian territory he will be given up by the Russian 
authorities, Should the contrary happen, the results will be most regrettable in every 
way, and will hurt the feelings of the Persian nation to the utmost degree. 

Persian Legation, London, 

January 21, 1910, 
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No, 129. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


Foreign Office, January 98, 1910. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 16 of the 9th instant sub- 
mitting certain observations on the subject of a proposal to improve the communica 
tions between Bunder Abbas and Kerman by the construction of a cart-road. 

Tentirely concur in your Excellency’s remarks relative to the Askhabad-Meshed 
Railway, and your recommendations on this subject will be borne in mind, 

T Kove reed with stisfaction the last paragrapla of your Excelléncy’s despatch, 
in which you allude to the desire of the Russian Government to work cordially and 
frankly with that of His Majesty, and to the confidence which they feel in the loyalty 
of His Majesty's Government towards them. 

‘As regards the particular question of the construction of the proposed cart-rond 
from Bunder Abbas to Kerman, it would perhaps be better not to mention the matter 
to the Russian Government at tho present stage. 

Tam, 


&e. 
E. GREY. 


[2472] No, 130. 
Foreign Office to Board of Trade, 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 28, 1910. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the formation of a body of 
smards for the protection of the roads in Southern Persia ending with my letter of the 
Tith instant, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that tho 
proposal of the Board of ‘Trade that the surcharge of 10 per cent. on import duties, 
which is to provide the sum necessary to defray the expensos of putting tho scheme 
into execution, should be levied at the port of Bushire only, has been carefully con~ 
sidered in this Department in communication with His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 
and that it appears to him to be open to serious objections. 

In the first place, the sum derived from the imposition of this charge on Bushiro 
alone would, in the opinion of Sir G, Barclay and of His Majesty's consul-general at 
Bushiro, who is now on leave in this country, be insufficient for the purpose for which 
it is intended. Sir G. Barclay has even expressed the view that to obtain the necessary 
sum at Bushire the charge would have to be doubled. 

In these circumstances, if the charge were levied as proposed, trade would at once 
bo diverted from Bushire to other ports where it was not imposed, with tho result that 
the trade of Bushire would be, temporarily at any rate, destroyed, and that the port 
would soon cease to produce any money to defray the expenses connected with the 

rds. 
Sa" sir E. Grey is well aware that the extension of the charge to all the porte in the 
Persian Gulf would be likely to be strenuously opposed by British firms who have 
commercial interests in those regions. He is nevertheless of opinion that serious 
effort should be made to overcome that opposition, and he would suggest that it might 
be pointed out to objectors that it is worth their while to make the sacrifice involved in 
agreement to the universal application of the charge, since such a course could not fail 
to produce a great and immediate improvement in the trade done by British and 

ish-Indian firms in Southern Persia, whereas its rejection must result before long 
in the total extinction of that branch of commerce. 

Tam, &, 
‘LOUIS MALLET, 





[2530] a No, 131. 
Memorandum communicated to Persian Minister January 28, 1910. . 
SIR EDWARD GREY has carefully considered the memorandum left at this 


Office by the secretary of the Persian Legation on tho 21st instant on behalf of the 
Persian Minister relative to the situation in Eastern Azerbaijan. 
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He has now the honour to state in xeply that, according to a telegram received on 
the 22nd instant from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, the Russian detachments 
have left Ahar, and that their visit there appears to have passed off without 
incident. The Caucasiati authorities have received instructions to abstain in future 
from moving even small bodies of troops without previously obtaining the consent of 
‘the agents of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

~ _ Sir G. Barclay also reports that the troops of the Persian Government have 
{gained further successes, and that Rahim Khan is evidently in a position of great 
embarrassment, since he’is stated to have applied for protection both to the Russian 
and Turkish consuls-general at Tabreez, who, however, are said to have refused his 
request. 

‘The Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs has asked the Russian Minister not to 
alloy Rahim Khan to tako refuge in the Russian eongnlategeneral at Tabreez, and 
M. Poklowski has replied that his Government will not depart from their policy of non- 
intervention unless another Power protects Rahim Khan, in which caso they will take 
‘what measures they think right. 

Melidi Khan ‘will not fail to perceive that, in the circumstances reported, the 

of Sir B, Grey at St. Petersburgh would have been unnecessary even had 
it heen desirable, which was not the caso. 


Foreign Ofiee, January 28, 1910. 








[2898] No. 132. 





ign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 28, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter of tho 3rd September, 1909, relative to the shares 
in the First Exploitation and Bakhtiari Oil Companies assigned to the Bakhtiari khans 
I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a 
telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, stating that he would be glad if 
-theso shares could be forwarded to His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz as soon as possible, 

Sir (. Barclay states that the khans havo raised the question of these shares, and 
that it would therefore be desirable that they should be handed to them by His 
Majesty's consul. 

1 am to express Sir E. Grey's hope that your company will, if possible, comply 








with Sir @, Barclay's request, 


Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


[8272] No, 133. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Office.—(Received January 20.) 


Sir, 

WITH reference to provi 
road guards in Southern Per 
you herewith, for the inform 


Board of Trade, January 28, 1910. 

us correspondence on the subject of the provision of 
Lam directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to 
ion of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy 





of a letter amd of the accompanying enclosure which they have received’ from 
Messrs. H. , Dixon and Co., of Manchester. 


Tam, &e, 
GEO, J. STANLEY. 





Enclosure 1 in 133, 
Messrs. Dizon and Co. to Board of Trade. 





7 Whitworth House, Princess Street, Manchester, 
Sir, January 24, 1910. 
__ WE have just received from Persia a press copy of a statement furnished by them 
feito tho British residency in Bushire, This statement shows the amounts that are 
eing exacted from muleteers carrying British goods, in the shape of tolls. The 
































7 
are road guards, and the tolls are paid them for guarding the roads, which 








ihey do nat 


Our object in sending this to you is to point out that these road guards, who are 
not paid any wages by the Persian Government, aro already taking from muleteers 
more than it is proposed to charge under the new system of road patrols suggested to 
1s recently, when your Mr. Hooper called upon us. Although thoso tolls are paid by 
the muleteers, it is needless to say that they are added to tho rato of mule-hire, ani 
the British importer has to pay them. 












We have, &. 
H. C. DIXON anp Co. 







































































Enclosure 2 in No, 133. qi 
Payaents by Muleteers to Tufangchees, &c., for each mule from Bushire to 4 
Shiraz or Shiraz to Bushire, i 
i 
Bushio, Kalunthar, and Tufangeboes | 
Ghogodak, Tufangehees.. | 
shad | 
MTalangchees | 
Aetea. | 
Straw and barley: 
From Abmadi to Borsjoon— 
TTutangehoes® Ispandi, hakoota Gosbi, Khashogoon, Khasho, and j 
potas af thre f10 cela par atten eo" =. 080 
Buh ss a4 eae 8300) 
Straw and bailey ee Se PANS ove ate tie BDO 
Payment to Tufagehiss at Jata Garavalioouch and Tole Borasjoa 0°50 | 
Tattle OE 2:00 i 
Straw and barley Q 400 
Talsngeboe ss Ct 0:50 j 
Talangahces— 
orish Namazgah and Phol 0:40 
Daryakhooh (by force) 1:00 
Kala Maloo ss 0°80 
Kbonarthakteo— | 
eerste Mo MA st 2:80 
Siawandbetly 3) 1) 3:00 
cs eas 0:35 
0:50 
0:50 
Jefaginand Thaker. 7s, 0:50 
UGhooroon and Kotal Karare) at 15 odate each: 0:80 
ri" ae 2:00 
Straw and tatloy 2:00 
Tulaogahe 045 
Tufangeies ai— 
*Tangtorkoon 0:40 
O18 
O13 
0:80 
Ee 0:15 
a Sangborides and Kola Sha Saltan 0:90 
Sareh Phol and Abdin, at 16 centa each .. 0:30 
Ret pa ae 0°80 
; o9 
i ms 0: 
fenainh <2 ye O30 
Shirt i custi-bouse ie $00 





212 


obs 93) GS lon 


‘Total paymeuts for each mule, not including straw and barley, from Kazeroon to Shirar, 
















[1704] 

























78 
T3205) No. 134. 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Foreign Office (Received January 29.) 
Sir, Manchester, Ji 28, 1910. 
MOA. en atv whether the | Rarattary cf Statatte ngmstnte rome tings to vrei 


Chamber any information as to the proposals which were placed before him in the 
letter dated the 14th September, and acknowledged by you on the 20th oneeniter for 





the provision of road patrols for the service of traffic between the Persian frontier and 
the great towns. ‘The state of things complained of in my former letter shows no 
los fo amprorement and ordinary Persian trade with this country is at an entire 
standstill, 


Tam, &. 
W. SPEAKMAN, Seerstary. 


(3324) No. 135. 

seta Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 29.) 

0, 36; 

Telegraphic.) P. 
BUSHIRE-SHIRAZ road, 
Thavo the honour to report that yesterday the Minister of the Interior informed 

zo that Persian Government hnd accepted responsiblity for the road which runs vid 
jerreh. 
‘An official communication in a like sense is expected. 


Tehran, January 29, 1910. 





(8328) No. 136. 


wan) 8A Niedon to Sir Board Grey—(Resvel January 2) 
0, 29, 

Melegraphig.) St, Petersburgh, January 29, 1910, 
BEAD ote your vlegram No! 88 ofthe art iawane Hee IN 
Thonded to ML. lsvoliky an aidemémoire in the eense of your above-mentioned 

tologram thia afternoon. His Excellency said that he would hasten to consult the 

Minister of Finance, In reply to his enquiry as to whether he were to understand that 

it was not psoroeen to attach any conditions to an advunce of 400,0001., I said that one 

or two, such, instance, as the first two, of the six conditions proposed would be 
necessary. We thought, however, that to burden an advauce with too many, especially 
with that respecting tho nationality of the insteuctore to be engaged by the Persian 

Government, would-be unwise. : 

‘The Russian Minister at Tehran has not as yet informed M. Isvolsky whether 
any agecoment as 10 conditions has yet been ‘arrived at between hiteelf and 

Sir G. Barclay. 











(8161) No. 137. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 
i 22) a SES si 
(elegraphio.) P. Foreign Office, J a 
FAN requested by Ellinger to inform. you that 6,000 eS o0 tons ot ide il 





be shipped by steam-ship ‘ 


h iftonian,” which is expected to arrive at Hormus on the 
Ist February for that. purpose, 
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[3342] No. 138. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 30.) 


ep 
‘elegraphic.) P. 
(TEE AVANCE to Persian Government. 
With reference to Sir-A. Nicolson’s telegram No, 29 of the 29th January, there 
seems to be some misunderstanding in M, Isvolsky’s statement that no information 
regarding the conditions for the advance had yet been received from Russian Minister 
jn Tehran. M. Poklewski certainly telegraphed the six conditions, which we agreed 
on tho 18th January to attach to a joint advance of 400,0001., to Russian Government, 
and M, Isvolsky has referred to them in a conversation with His Majesty's Ambassador, 
fs reported in his Excellency’s telegram No. 23 of the 23rd January. 


Tehran, January 30, 1910. 





[8343] No. 139. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 30.) 


No. 39.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 
‘TURKISH consul-general at Tabreoz, 
In continuation of my telegram No. 27 of the 23rd January, I havo the honour to 
report that Turkish Ambassador denies that Enver Bey has intrigued. Ho informs 
me that he sent instructions to him some time ago not to protect Rahim Khan, and to 
refrain from interfering in the affairs of Azerbaijan. 


Tehran, January 30, 1910. 





[8330] No, 140. 


Sir A. Nicolaon to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received January 30.) 
(No. 31, 
(Seer hie) P. St. Petersburgh, January 30, 1910. 
PERSIA, Intrigues of Turkish consul-general at Tubreez, 
Tam informed ‘by M. Iavolsky that a telegram had just, been sent, to Count 
Benckendorff suggesting that the two Ambassadors at, Constantinople should take some 
steps. This telegram must have crossed your telegram No. 36 of the 26th January. 





(8351) No. 141. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 31.) 


No. 42. 
Sr l St. Petersburgh, January 23, 1910. 

M, ISVOLSKY informed me yesterday that the German Ambassador had 
mentioned to him that the German Government had learnt, from a remark made by 
the ‘dragoman of the English Legation at Tehran,” that the Russian and British 
Governments were contemplating recommending to tho Persian Government the 
engagement of some foreign advisers (“Beirithe”) other than British or Russian. 
‘The German Government quite recognised the special position and responsibilities of 
Great Britain and. Russia, but, if nationals of thied Powers wore to be engaged, they 
would consider that Germans bad an equal right with them. Ho had told Count 
Pourtalte that, beyond the question of a French financial expert or two, he was not 
aware that any proposals for the employment of foreigners other than Russian or 
British had as yet been made to the Persian Government, 

He was about to telegraph to Count Benckendorff to speak with you on the subject 
and to submit the draft of the reply which he proposed to make to the German 
‘Ambassador, He asked if I had heard anything on the subject. 1 replied in the 
negative, and said that I did not know if a similar communication had been made to 
His Majesty's Government, 





















































80 
M, Iovolsky remarked that the German communication was a satisfactory indicat 
Hide Gos Gavcnuan: Goad do aenl oan of Get Ree ae 
Ria bees Sue eee te eee 
Thave, dc. 


A. NICOLSON. 





(3355) No. 142. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 31.) 





; St, Petersburgh, Ji 23, 1910. 
T GALL /on'M Teyoleky yesterday atterncon, and eaid'tust I wished pea to 


Government. He would remember that 
















to Koop sooret that such diferenoss did exist, 
s : the Persian Government every i 
of clearing the ronda inthe south, a8 Mrs trade was practally bloked, and it weg 
ecsnary to fornia th Foran administration with as much funds as possible for the 
M, TInvolsky said that he was awaiting a reply to his Jast_m i 
regard to a loan, an as ho had previously explained to me, the d baa ene Haas 
Government as to furnishing their whole quota would greatly depend on the nature of 
our reply. I told him that his memorandum was being very carefully studi 
that its examination would naturally tuke time, His Excellency said that he 
quite understand why much tino need be devoted 0 the subject. I observed that th 
duestion of furnishing a large loan to a country in the condition of Persia was no light 
matter, and there were many questions which necessitated careful consideration 
M, Isvolsky said that he did not anticipate that the details should be settled, but he 
ished that His Majesty's Government should accept the question of a loan in 
and that the two Governments should induce the Persian Government to 
apply for a loan. When an application had been formally made, it would then be 
jo perhaps for tho Russian Government to supply their full quota of the advance 
8 « payment on acconnt of a future loan, Hitherto the Persian Government had made 
no application, but had only thrown out hints that they might require a loan. 
said that T would explain this to you, but I should like to recur to His Majesty’ 
Government advancing at once the whole of their quota. ML Isvolsky rather avoided 
giving 0 direct roply, and said that it would be better if the two Governments -pro- 
ceeded on the same lines, I then asked if he had received from M. Poklewski a 
observations as to the necessity of both Governments giving the whole of the 400,000. 
on certain conditions. T observed that small doles were of little use, and it would be 
well to go as far as possible in giving the Persian Government a generons advance. It 
was really ossential that funds should be furnished. Otherwise anarchy would increase 
and extend. -M. Isvolsky said that he perfectly agreed that small doles wero usel 
and it was for that reason that he was desirous of getting a loan put on the stocks, 
Ho had recoived from M. Isvolsky recommendations that the Russian. Government 



































































ie would before long 1ét me have his view B ahols ; ‘ 
Hi baalagy Meatucal eikeeeneen oe ema 
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I must admit that my interview was not satisfactory. It was clear to me that 
ML Isvolsky did not view with favour the idea of our advancing our full quota, and 
that there is no chance of Russia contributing her full share until the Persian Govern 
ment have formally applied for a loan. Even in that caso I imagine that the conditions 
on which the Russian Government will insist will hardly be such as to commend them- 
selves to the Persian Government, 5 

Thave, &. 


A. NICOLSON. 





No. 143. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 31,) 


(No. 39. Confidential.) 
Sir, Constantinople, January 25, 1910. 

IN consequence of the recent Ministerial crisis here, it, has ‘been impossible until 
now to carry out the instructions contained in your telegram No. 711 of the 
23rd December, 1909, 

Today M. Tcharikof? spoke to. the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subjeot 
of the withdrawal of Turkish troops from Persian territory, and I did go also. 

T said that, from information that had reached us from the Turco-Persian frontion, 
it appeared that cortain points situated outside the contested zone, and without doubt 
in Bersian territory, such as Naghideh and Mamesh, had been and were still. occupied 
by Turkish troops, which produced somewhat strained relations with the Persian 
authorities, with the risk of eausing complications, that, while His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would no doubt be prepared to gve good adviee to Persia to ‘ivoid such contin 
gency, it was necessary that the Turkish Government should exercise more severe 
Eoutrol over those in command of their troops in those regi 

Tadded that my Government was desirous of approaching the matter in the most 
friendly spirit, and belioved that the Ottoman Government wished to settle the 
question of the disputed frontier in_a spirit of equity, and His Majesty's Government 
viite therefore of opinion that the first steps towards this end should be the withdrawal 
Of such ‘Turkish troops as had passed beyond the contested zone into Persian 
territory. 

Tiluat Pasha endorsed the desire to see the question settled amicably, bub said that 
he had not yet conversed with the Grand Vizier on the subject. Ho did not exactly 
Know where the places were that I mentioned, and whether they were actually in 
Persian territory, He would, however, give the matter his earnest attention, but they 
had recently recsived news of several cases in which Turkish aubjeots had suffered at 
the hands of Persians in tho South of Persia, and the authority of the Government 
seemed to be very slight. ‘To M, Toharikolf Rifaat Pasha seems also to have epoken 
in very vague terms, though, he guve him to understand that mediately a proper 
Persian authority was sot tp in that district, Naghideh would be evacuated by Turkish 
troops. 

FF also took an opportunity of speaking to the Grand Vizier in the same sonse. 
His Highness, however, used somewhat different language. Desirous as his Govern 
mont was to aco the question sottled amicably, he said there were the following 
ints to be considered: Was there any real Government or authority in Persia 
With whom it would be possible to treat? What guarantee was there that if the 
‘Turkish troops evacuated the territory in question it, would not be occupied by Russian 
troops? The territory in question was mostly occupied by Sunnis, who, if the territory 
was evacuated, would be at the mercy of the Shiahs. Ho was not, sure that tho 
Persians were not ow in occupation of territory incontestably Turkish. ‘Tho map 
drawn up in 1869, to which Lreferred, His Highness said did not throw much light on 
the subject. Once a proper Government was established in Persia, he would encourage 
the appointment here of a Persian commissioner, who could with great facility arrive at 
fan understanding with the ‘Turkish commissioner appointed with that object, but it was 
absolutely neesssury that he should be given full powers to negotiate. His Highness 
did not suggest anything in the nature of mediation, nor did he refer to the proposed 
Board of Arbitration, consisting of members of the Turkish Parliament and the Persian 
Medjliss, 


(8395) 












































T have, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
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[3618] 


No, 144, 

Sir G, Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 31.) 
Constantinople, January 31, 1910. 

l-general at Tubreez, 

Referring ta your telegrams Nos. 10 and 19, the Ottoman Ambassador at Tehran has 

ven Enver Bey instructions to extend his good offices only in ease of need to Rahmi, 


ut not to protect him. Rifuat Pasha assures me Enver Bey, who was his own personal 
choice, had been distinctly instructed toabstain carefully from interfering. 








[8328] No. 145. 
Sin Bdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
we oN P. 0. 
‘Telegraphic:) P. Foreign Ofice, January 31, 1910. 
“DVaNce to Persian Government (see your nied No. 29. of the 
29th Januas 





ty) 
Teonsider that we should maintain the six conditions for the full advance which 
were agreed to by Russian and British representatives in Persia, My objection was 


only to the condition concerning Russian instructors for the gendarmerie, 





[8660] No. 146. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No, 50.) 
(Pelegraphic,) R. Foreign Office, January 31, 1910. 

ERSIAN chargé d'affaires called to-day and stated that’ Persian Goveroment 
could not understand why the small advance which is so urgently needed is still 
delayed, especially as the conditions had been practically settled by the British and 
Russian Ministers in Tehran, If the two Governments could not make the advance the 
Persian Goverament would like to be informed, so that they might try to got some 
money elsewhere, 

“io was told that wo aro doing our utmoat to hasten matters, 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 








[006] No. 147. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 29rd July last, relative to the further 
assurances which the Sheilh of Mohammerah desires to receive frum His Majesty's 
Government, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith 
copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran,* reporting the result of the 
Aiscussion of this question which took place between him and His Majesty's consul- 

neral at Busbire during the visit of tho latter to Tehran in November last, and { am 
Farther to inform you that the question hag formed the subject of unofficial conversations 
at this Office with Major Cox since his arrival in England on leave of absence, 

Tt will be observed that the sheikh is anxious, in the first placo, that the assurance 
given to him and subsequently extended to his heirs and successors should be modified 
0 as to apply to his male descendants. 

‘Tho reasons for this wish which are to be found in the memorandum by Major Cox, 
cnolosed in Sir G, Barclay's despatch, appear to Sir E. Grey to be sufficiently strong 
adequately to explain tho sheilh's anxiety on the point. 

Sir E, Grey sees no objection, in the circumstances, to compliance with the sheikh’s 
desire, s0 long as it is made quite clear to him thut the assurances given are only to hold 
good on condition that he and his male descendants continue to fulfil their obligations 





© Sir G, Harclay, No. 207, November 9, 1909. 
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to His Majesty's and the Persian Governments, and to be acceptable to their tribesmen, 

Si E. Grey attaches some importance to the inclusion of the latter condition sinea 
it would be undesirable that His Majesty's Government should find themselves in the 
position of being bound to support a Sheikh of Mohummerah with whom the tribesmen 
Fre diosatioiod, and whom they wished to remove, 

‘he sheikh further wishes the assurances to be made to hold good for 100 years. 

As regards this point Sir E. Grey has no objection in principle to making the 
assurances valid for ¢ stated timo, eines it appears preferable that His Majcaty’s 
Government should be, bound for «Axed period only than that. they should remain 
under this obligation in perpetuity. He would suggest, however, that the period 
should be somewhat reduced, and that the assurances should be given for three 
generations only. 

‘The sheikh also asks for an assurance of protection for his private property in 
Persia, and, so far as possible encroachment by the Persian Government is concerned, 

E. Grey concurs in the view of Sir G. Barclay and Major Cox that there is no 
Stjeotion > promising him that in suoh on event Hs Majesty's Government wil «fford 
him assistance to obtain a satisfactory solution of the difficulty. 

Sir I Grey further seen no. harm in the proposal of Major Cox that; inorder to 

ive His Majesty's Government a pretext for intervention in a case of this kind, the 
sheikh should be made a K.C.LE. 

‘The question, however, of giving an assurance that the sheikh shall be proteated 
against molestation by foreign Powers or against any encroachment by such a Power on 
his jurisdiction, recognised rights, or property in Persia, requires more careful 
consideration, 

‘The assurance given to the sheikh in 1902, and since confirmed, only promised him 
defence against naval attack, and this appears to Sir E, Grey unobjectionable, but to 
assume au obligation to protect him from aggression by land also might not only bo 
very diffioult to carry out, but might also, in the event, for example, of a land attack 
‘on him by Turkey, contingency by no means impossible, especially if the Bagdad 
Railway is completed, might involve Great Britain in a serious dispute with the Porto 
or with a third. Power or even in a war, and that, perhaps, at_a moment when such a 
complication might prove excessively inconvenient. 

Sir B. Grey acomdingly attaches importance to the use as regards this poi 
form of words which, while convincing the sheikh of the sincere intention of His 
Majesty's Government. to afford him all the help in their power in the contingenoy 
contemplated, should yet not bind them to forcible intervention on his behalf. 

Sir E, Grey would suggest that the form they (His Majesty's Government) will 
safeguard you to the best of their ability against au unprovoked attack by a foreign 
Power, or against any encroachment by such a Power in your said jurisdiction and 

gnised rights, or upon your property in Persia.” 

Sheikh Khazal also regards as possible the contingency that His Majesty's 
Government might be driven to assume control of the customs of the southern ports, 
including those of Mohammerah and Ahwaz, and hopes that, if this happens, he will be 
loft in immediate control of these two ports as at presont, 

n this point Sir E. Grey agrees with Sir, G, Barclay in thinking that it would be 
‘undesirable to give such an undertaking as, in the unlikely coutingeney contemplated, 
circumstances might arise in which it would be difficult or inconvenient to comply with 
the sheikh’s wish. 

‘He would therefore prefer that, should the sheikh revert to the question, he should 
be answered, as suggested by Bit, @, Burlay, with friendly assurances of a general 
character, 

‘The sheikh is also apprehensive of a general catastrophe in Persia which might 
compel His Majesty's Government to intervene in the south of that country, and wishes 
to be assured that in such a case he and his tribesmen will be maintained in their 
present position ot, if this is impossible, that he may retain his personal revenue and bo 
Prantl an soyfuin a Todhalor ellie. 

‘As regards this poiut it appears to Sir E. Grey that, as His Majesty’s Government.“ 
have recently signed the Anglo-Russian agreement whereby they have bound 
themselves to respect the integrity and independence of Persia, it would be inconsistent, 
to discuss the break-up of that country as a possible event, 

He would accordingly propose to inform the sheikh that the contingency is one 
which His Majesty's Government cannot contemplate, and to refer him ‘to the 
instrument itself and to the communication made to him on the 1st December, 1908, in 
which this question is expressly dealt with, 


































































84 


Finally, the sheikh expresses the wish that the assurances given him should be 
couched ina form which he can show to his tribesmen, to strengthen both their support 
Of himself and their faith in the friendly policy of His Majesty's Government, 

‘Sir E, Grey considers this request to be a reasonable one, and is disposed to 
sanction the adoption for the purpose indicated of the form proposed by Sir G. Barclay 
fnd Major Cox, with the modification suggested above in the passage relating to 
protection aguinst molestation, &c,, by a foreign Power. All reference to the fact that 
Pie assurances are given on condition that the sheikh and his male descendants continue 
to be acceptable to the tribesmen should, Sir E. Grey thinks, be omitted from this 
document, which should be handed to him at the same time as the longer form 


containing the text of the assurances in full, which is intended for his own information 
only. 





‘Lam tostate that Sir E, Grey would be glad to be favoured with Viscount Morley’s 
otsorvations on this subjest in goneral, and on the above proposals in particular 

om, 
‘LOUIS MALLET. 








(3045) No. 148. 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1910. 

WITH roference to my letter of the 21st instant relative to the proposed survey 
of a part of South-Western Berwin, Lam ditveted by Secretary Sir Idwatd Grey to state 
that, ns your company haye undertaken to provide all tents and transport in connection 
with this entorprise, he presumes that the instructions given to Mr. Scott to procure 
all equipment, &,, in India are in accordance with their wishes, 

Tam, &¢. 

LOUIS MALLET. 











(8727) No. 149. 


India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received February 1.) 


Sir, India Office, J 
I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letters dated the 24th December, 1909, and the 25th Janua 1910, respectively, 
Jogarding the schiomo of a financial group connected with the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Company for the improvement of communications between Bundor Abbas and Kerman, 
Win2ount Morloy concurs in the proposals contained in paragraphs 3 and 4 of your 
second letter as to the communication to be made to Mr. Stratford-Andrews, the effect 
Of which is to postpone for the present consideration of the scheme. 
Tam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE. 





vary 31, 1910. 














No. 150. 





[3709] 
Mr. F, C, Strick to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 1.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, January 31, 1910. 
REFERRING to iy letter of the 13th instant, I now beg to enclose copies of 
further cablograms exchanged between my firm and its ‘Tebran agent, Mr. David 
Broven, in regard to the Ormuz oxide concession, 
ve, &e. 


FRANK C. STRICK. 
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Enclosure in No. 150. ‘ 


opie of Calegrams exchanged Bebnoon rank ©. Sirs and, Co, and their Tehran 
Agent Mr. David Bron of the Tnperal Bank of Persia, eusequet to January 13, 





SENT to D. Brown :— 





“A. Weir and Co. chartered steamer 5,000 tons ready fortnight. If your proposal 
entertained yesterday, presume parties would prevent shipment. What is the 
result yesterday's council meeting ?” 

Received from D. Brown :— 

“Matter is under consideration still; expect to hear definitely in the course of a 

fow days.” 
Sent to D. Brown :— 


“Referring to our letter of 7th January, sesing Monin-ut-Tujjar will ship 5,000 
tons during next week or two, presume negotiations will have to be 
abandoned.” 





Received from D. Brown :— 


“Referring to your telegram, understand concession Mouin-ut-Tujjar will be 
cancelled to-day (81st Jamuary).” 


Sent to D, Brown :— 


“Steamer mentioned our telegram 14th due Ormuz to-day. Will she be loaded ? 
Presuming concession cancelled, what will our position be?” 





(3735) No, 161. 

; Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 1.) 
(No, 41, 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 1, 1910. 

BUSHIRE-SHIRAZ road. 

In continuation of my telegram No. 36 of the 29th January, I havo the honour to 
report that I have received a written communication from tho Minister of the Interior 
to the offoct that the Jirreh route, which is perfectly safo, has been substituted for the 
ordinary Shiraz-Bushire road. 

‘As the Persian Government have thus accepted responsibility for this route, I 
shall hold them liable for robberies to goods in transit on it, 











(8766) No. 152. 


ae. Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 1.) 
0, 35, 
(ieicerdahie) P, 

PERSIAN advance, 

Thave given the Minister for Foreign Affairs the substance of the communication 
from the Persian chargé d'affaires (as telegraplied in your telegram No. 50 of yosterday’s 
date) ina private letter. I have at the same time expressed th hope that his Excellence 
will bo ablo to lot me have as early an answor as possible as to whether the Imperi 
Government are prepared to make the joint advance of 400,001. to the Persian 
Gorernment on tho conditions which tho two, Miniters at ‘Tehran’have already 
arranged. 


St, Petersburgh, Pobruary 1, 1910. 
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(2332) No, 153, 
Foreign Office to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 1, 1910. 

TAM direst by Seoretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 20th ultimo relative to the proposed reduction of His Majesty's consulate 
at Turbat-i-Haidari to a native agenoy. 

With reference to the suggestion of the Government of India referred to in the 
last paragraph of your communication, that the withdrawal of the Russian sanita 
cordon it North<Bast Persia. should be secured in return for the abolition of this 
consulate, Iam to observe that this cordon, which the Russian Government regard as a 
precautionary measure against the introduction of plague into their Central Asian 

ossessions, #8 maintained almost entirely within the Russian zone in Persia, so that His 
ajesty’s Government have really no ground for interference in the matter. 

Sit E, Grey would accordingly depreete raising the question at present, since auch 
action would be likely to arouse suspicion in the minds of the Russian Government as 
to the motives of His Majesty's Government in making the proposal. 

Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET. 














(2998) No. 154, 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 1, 1910. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
[ettanlot tue abi ulbitac ealative to ho disturbance which took aos dowarta the’ 6a 
Of Novembor last between two sections of the Bakhtiari guards employed on your 
company’s oilfield at Maidan-i-Nattun, and to express to you his thanks for the 
information thoroin contained, 

With referonce to the lust paragraph of that communication relative to the 
aeasuro of ussstanoo which your staf’ at that, place may look. for from His Majesty's 
tongul at. Ahvrag, I am to state that, in Sir Grey® opinion, the question is one 
which can only be settled by that officer himself, w ‘on the spot, is alone in a 

osition to know the circumstances of each case as it arises, and to form a correct 

Judgment, 8 t0.the action which is necessary to iect it, subject to the general 
principle, of which he is well aware, that he should afford to the agents of your 
Trrapkayavoh asiatange ae he lsablo having regard to other duties which may or’aay 
not be more urgent. 

Tam farther to observe that, in the present instance, the message from the khang 
which, as reported in Mr. Lloyd's letter to your company of the 18th December last, 
pug and to tho dispute, appears to have Leen the dwt rent of, Lieutenant 

fanking’s messages to those chiefs alluded to in his letter to Mr. Lloyd of the 
Gth December, though this is not expressly stated in the correspondence. 

Tam to add that Sir E. Grey has complete confidence in Mr. Ranking’s capacity 
and willinguees to take the noceasney action in all cases of this kind, 
Tam, &e. 

LOUIS MALLET, 























(3966) No. 155. 
Counter-Draft of Reply addressed to German Government by M. Ievolsky.— 
(Commtmicatéd by Count Benckendorff February 2, 1910.) 


(Confidentiel.) 

CEST avec satisfaction que le Gouvernement Impérial note que le Cabinet de 
Berlin reconnait la situation particulidre de la Russie et de ’Angleterre en Perso. 
Gouvernement Impérial suppose que le Gouvernement allemand ayait en vue dans sa 
communication la nomination projetée de sept Frangais en qualité d’adjoints de Bizot, 
conseiller financier du Gouvernement persan. Il est & noter qu’en janvier 1909 le 
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Gouvernement du Schah, sur Yavis de Bizot, s'était adreseé directement an Gouverne 
ment dela République francaise pour obtenir son consentement ce que deux Frangais 
soient engagés au service persan a titre d’adjoints du consciller financier et que le 
Russie et ['Angloterre, consultées a ce sujet par le Gouvernement francais, ont simple- 
ment exprimé leur approbation, trouvant naturel que M. Bizot ait voulu choisir des 
collaborateurs parmi ses compatriotes. A l'heure présente il n’est question que de 
porter le nombre des aides du conseiller financier au chifiro de sept. Quant & Is 
Guestion d’engager d'autres fonctionnaires étrangers en qualité de conseillers (“Beiriithe”) 
four différentes administrations persines, cette question n'a pas encore été soulevée. 
Dans tous les eas, il n'y a eu aucun accord entre Ia Russio ot I’Angleterto apportant des 
restrictions & la nomination en Perse de conseillers étrangors lorsque ceux-i ne sont ni 
Russes ni Anglais. Le droit du Gouvernement persan de pouyoir choisir & son gré 
Jes personnes qu'il désire avoir 4 son service parait indéniable. Mais il faut prendre 
en considération que la question des conseillers (“Beirithe”) a un caractdre éninem~ 
ment politique, puisqu’elle est en rapport direct avec Yorganisation administrative de 
In Pore, ot que fa Russie ot 'Angleterre, en raison do leur qualité de pays limitrophos 
de la Perse ot do ses créanciers pour une somme trds considérable, ont des intéréts 
particuliers qui lour donnent droit & Ja sanction préalable de pareilles nominations. 





[3832] No. 156, 
Mr. F, 0, Strick to Foreign Office —(Recoived February 2.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, February 1, 1910. 

REFERRING to my lettor of yesterday, the following cablegram. has been to-day 
received from my firm's ‘Tehran agent, Mr. David Brown, in rogard to the Ormua oxide 
‘concession :-— 

“Committee still considering question Mouin-ut-Tujjar concession. Tn the mean- 
time, steamer, will bo allowed. load oxido, Should Persian Government. decide 
eventually grant concession, it will be necessary substitute revised terms, Withdraw 


offer.” 
Thave, &. 
PRANK 0, STRICK, 





[3862] No, 157. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign O,fice.—(Received February 2.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 

. February 2, 1910, 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, advising that a 
telegram has been received fror fi Majesty Minister at Tehran stating that the 
Bakhtiari kbans have raised the question of the shares in the First Exploitation and 
Bakhtiati Oil Companies, deliverable to them under the agroement of the 18th Novernber, 
1905, and Sir George Barclay’s desire, which is endorsed by Sir Edward Grey, that the 
shares should be forwarded to His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz as soon as possible for 
the purpose of being handed to them. 

Tn reply, I would beg to point out that under the terms of the agreement, as 
quoted in the vice-chairman’s letter to you of the rd September Inst, the khans are 
ait entitled to ask for delivery of these shares until “after the oil is passed through the 
pipes,” ic., not until eighteen months or two years hence, this being the further time 
that will probably be occupied in the laying and completion of the pi 

In view of this condition, and of the extreme desirability of retaining the khans’ 
interest in the welfare of the companies, at least up till the time that our preliminary: 
work of pipe laying, &e., is accomplished, my board is of opinion that it would be very 
inadvisable to hand over the shares before the date on which they are properly deliverable 
tinder the terms of the agreement above quoted. 

"The reason for this is more than ever apparent in the light of a telegram I have 
received this week from our agents at Mohammerah reporting that the khans are now 
at Tehran endeavouring to sell their shares. From this it would seem that the request 


Sir, 
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which has been conveyed through Sir George Barclay is connected with some negotiations 
‘which are now going on for the sale of the shares, and possibly the intending purchaser 
is the same individiial who has recently been endeavouring to purchase the Persian 
Government’s interests in our concession. : 

Under these circumstances, and if you agree with my board’s view that the 
objections which opplied to the proposed sale by the Persian Government of their 
rights apply with equal foree to the sale by tho Bakhtiari khans of their shares, at any 
rate until such timo'as the work of laying the pipe-line is completed, I shall be mucl 
obliged if you will cause a telegram to be sent to His Majesty's Minister somewhat to 
the following effect — 


“ Advise khang that 











der torms of agreement shares not deliverable until oil 


flows through pipe-line, say, eighteen months or two years hence. Understand khans 
are etidenvouring sell shares Tehran. ‘This is not ‘earable, for same reasons as applied 
proposed sale Persian Government's rights.” 


Thave, &e. 
C. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 





No. 158. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived February 2.) 


[8865] 


(No, 39.) 
(oiesraphic.) P. 
PROPOSED advance to Persian Government. 
Twas informed to-day by M. Isvolsky that a council meoting would be held very 
shortly, at which the question of the Persian advance would be decided. 


St, Petersburgh, February 2, 1910. 





(8962) No. 159. 
Zelle Sultan to Sir Hdward Gre 





cy.—(Reevived February 3.) 





117, Promenade des Anglais, Nice, 
My Tord, January 27, 1910. 

TAXI writing thoso few lines to ask your Lordship to be good enough to. give the 
enclosed lottor by the first opportunity to His Majesty the King, and thanking you 





beforehand, believe me, 


Your most sincere Friend, 
ZELLE SULTAN. 


Enclosure in No. 159. 
Zelle Sultan to His Majesty the King. 


117, Promenade des Anglais, Nice, 
Your Majesty, January 26, 1910. 

‘AS your Majesty knows well the state of affairs in Persia, and the troublesome 
time we have had of late, I take the liberty of addressing your Majesty as the greatest 
{lung and Creat Master of the Masonic Order, to ask your Majesty's personal protection 
for myself and family at, present in Persia, 

Tt will be known to your Majesty that Her Majesty the Queen Victoria conferred 
on me the great honour of Great Commander of Star of India for my services rendered 
to Hor Majesty's subjects and their commerce in Southern Persia. 

Mhen let me ask your Majesty, that, whilst Iam in Europe, your Majesty's 
Minister in ‘Tehran may protect my family and property during this troublous period. 
‘This Lask of your Majesty in tho name of humanity and justice, and at the same time, 
believe me, 














Your Majesty's most 
humble Servant, 
ZELLE SULTAN. 
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[3890] No, 160. 3 
India O fice to Foreign Ofice—(Received February 3.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 

herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to India Office 

letter of the 26th January, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 

ad! February, relative to the proposed survey in Persia by tho Anglo-Porcian Oil 
mpany. 


India Ofce, February 2, 1910. 





Enclosure in No. 160. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Falographio) P. February 2, 1910. 
IL Company survey. Soe my telegram dated the 20th ultimo, Scott embarks 
on the 4th instant at Bombay, with two surveyors and six followers, for Mohammerah, 





[3964] No. 161. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received February 3) 
Gieophio) _P 

egreobio) D> 

“ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Nast-ul-Mulk called on mo yesterday. Ho emphasised tho fact that tho situation 
was being projudiced by the delay in the reply to tho application of tho Persian 
Government for a joint advance, This delay was strengthoning the party in tho 
Madi lide opposed to the negovationslab’ ta awe’ time lasiit wasiweakenine sls) party: 
favourable to them, and it withal fettered the Persian Government, who folt that they 
wero provented from trying to raise money by other moans, such as by a gale of tho 
Grown jewels, itil hey have reselyoda reply... Up till ie present ha iad deprecated) 
resort to olher means, but he was in doubt now hiow mych longer they should wait iu 
view of projudicial effect of the long delay, He appealed to mo for advice, and I 
era him that I hoped we should be able to reply in a few days. That was all I 
aia, 

He omphasiaed the Government's imperative neod| of money in order to, organise 
roopa before thatmigration of ths thes, naw to:be expeoted in lass than two suoukie: 
should begin, 


Tehran, February 3, 1910. 











(3965) No. 162, 
no ag 5 9 Bevan 0 Sir sara roy —aeind Moby 8) 
0. 433 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 3, 1910. 
OIL company. 


Please refer to my telegram No. 30 of tho 25th January, 

Consul’s hands would, I think, be strengthened, even if the oil company do not 
agree to hand over their shares to the Khans until the oil flows through. the pipes, if 
hhe could be mado eventually the channel of delivery. 
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No. 163. 


& on Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G. Bardlay. 

lo. 25, 

‘elographic.) P. Foreign Office, February 3, 1910. 
SHARES of Bakhtiari khans in oil compam bi 


Seo your telograms Nos, 30 and 49 of the 25th January and the ord February 
respectively. 4 

‘We cannot woll press your request as company object, and consider that, they: 
would lose their hold on the khans if shares were delivered now. According to the oil 
company the khans have gone to Tehran, and are trying to,sell their shares, “Have you 
heard anything to thiseflest? ‘Tho company suppose that the financier whom Blake 
reprovonte is tho would-bo purchaser of shares. ‘Tho idea of the khans’ shares being 
alienated is most distasteful to the company. 

Wo will approach them on tho subject of the suggestion that delivery should be 
‘made through the medium of His Majesty's consul. 


[8862] 





(3735) No, 164, 
Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 3, 1910. 

WITH rofurence to previous correspondence respecting the condition of the roads 
in Southern Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, 
ocording to a telegram received from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, the Persian 
Minister of the Interior has informed him in, writing that the ordinary Shiraz-Bushire 
rond has been changed for the route by way of Jere, which is perfectly safe, 

Sir G. Barclay observes that the Persian Government have thus sumed respon- 
sibility for this oad and that-ho wil hold thet Table for robberis on it 

am, &. 

LOUIS MALLET. 








[8272] No. 165. 


Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 





Sir, Foreign 0, 


, February 3, 1910. 
1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 





letter of the 28th ultimo, forwarding copy of a communication from Messrs. H. C. 
Dixon and Co,, of Manchester, on the subject of the exactions now being levied from 
muleteurs carrying British goods in Southern Persia. 

The Board of Trade are aware, from the letter of the Sth November from this 
Office, that on the 28rd September last His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, under instruc 
Hone irom Sir, Grey, made renewed representations to the Persian Government on this 
subject, which, however, owing to the impotence of the administration, have produced 
no useful result 

Te appears to Sir B. Grey that, as the Persian Government are still quite unable to 
take any effective steps to put a stop to these exactions, which are, of course, entirel 
illegal, nothing is to be gained by making a renewed protest against them at this 
moment, and that the present situation must continue till the proposed force of 
sare for the protection of trade on these roads has been formed tier working 

er. 











Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 













on 








(3966) No, 166. 
Memorandum communicated to Count Benckendorff, February 3, 1910. 


SIR EDWARD GREY has not failed to give his careful attention to the memo- 
randum handed to him yesterday by the Russian Ambassador containing the text of the 
reply which the Russian Government propose to return to the communication made by 
the German Ambassador at St. Petersburgh regarding the engagement of foreign 
advisers in Persian Government departments. 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to inform Count Benckendorff that the terms of the 

roposed communication to Count Pourtalls are in complete accord with the views of 
His Majesty's Government on this question, 

‘He would add that the German Government have not up to the present approached 

His Majesty's Goverament on this subject. 


Foreign Ofice, February 3, 1910. 





[3890] No. 167. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil, Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 3, 1910, 
WITH reference to my letter ofthe 91st ultimo relative ta the propoved survey of 
part of South-Western Persia, Iam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform 
you that, according to a telegram from the Government ol India, Mr. Scott will embark 
at Bombay for Molammerah to-morrow, taking with him twosurveyors and six followers, 
Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(4047) No. 168, 
Treasury to Foreign Office. —(Received February 4.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, February 3, 1910. 

IN the circumstances represented by Secrotary Sir B. Grey in Mx. Mallet’s letter 
of the 18th ultimo, the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury sanction the 
charge to Imperial funds of one-half the expense involved in'the recent increase of the 
consular guard at Bunder Abbas. 

In viow of the temporary nature of the emergency, my Lords consider it desirable 
that their approval should be limited in the first instance to a period not exceeding 
three months. Should the need for an increased guard continue beyond that time they 
request that the matter may be again brought up for their consideration, and that an 
estimate of the extra expenso involved may be furnished. 














Tam, 





io. 
L. HEATH. 





(4055) No, 169. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 4.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 3, 1910, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowlédge receipt of your letter of the 31st. ultimo, 
enquiring if the instructions given to Mr, Scott to procure all equipment, &c,, in India 
is in accordance with our wishes. 

From your letter of the 21st ultimo we understood that His Majesty's consul at 
Mohammerah had ascertained from our agents there the exact material Mr, Seott would 
be required to bring with him, and instructed him accordingly. If this is so, any 
instructions given by them will be quite in order and meet with our approval; but, if 




































































92, 


there is any dubiety on the point, T shall be pleased to telegraph to our agents to ask 
His Majesty's consul to instruct Mr. Scott more precisely. 1 
Thave, &. 
0. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 


















[4093] No. 170. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 4.) 





(No, 44.) 
‘elographic.) P. Teleran, February 4, 1910. 
IL, company 


With reference to your telegram No. 25 of the 2nd Febrnary, I have received 
ositive assurances that Blake did not enter into negotiations with the khans in 
Rechraa, etd that the khang have uo wish to dispoae of their ahares in the concern. 
Just before his departure for England, on the 7th January, Blake informed me that 
he had not been able to accomplish anything. 
Please refer to my despatch No. 27 of the 27th January. 
















(4089) No. 171. 






Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 4.) 


. St, Petersburgh, February 4, 1910. 
with M. Stolypin last night T took an opportunity of impressing 

Cosirable i was thet an advanoo should bo made to the Porsiae 
Government, to which he replied that a Cabinet Committee would come to a decision 
in tho matter ina few days’ time, I told M. Stolypin that I trusted the committee 
might decide in favour of t 05 for two Great Powers the sum to be provided 

is sinall, and to assit Persia ially, without delay, was a matter of paramount 
portance, 





































(8899) No, 172, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
{to 30.) 
ir, Foreign Ofice, February 4, 1910, 


“THE Russian Ambassador called at this Office on ‘the 28th ultimo und left with 
of which is enclosed,® respeoting the 








time that I would instruct His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople to join with his Rosin elleaguo in making represent 
tions to the Porte on the subject, 


is ©, aslinge showad to Count Bauckendorf a copy of my telegram No, 36 of 











the 28th ultimo to, your Excelleey, in which the offer tako the above step was 
made, and informed him that a telegram would bo sent to Sir G, Lowther instructing 
him to carry it out, 

The telegram in question was despatched on the same day. 
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[4148] No. 173. 


Acting Consul-General Trevor to Sir Baveard Grey —(Received February 5.) 


(No.1. Commercial.) : 
Sir, Bushire, January 16, 1910. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 11, Commercial, dated the 30th July, 1909, 
Thaye the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of a letter addressed by me 
to the Government of India giving cover to a letter trom His Majesty's cousul for 
‘Arabistan, and also to a letter from Sir W. Willeocks, on the subject of the scheme 
for irrigation from the Kharkbah River. Aa 
Copies are also being forwarded to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, 
Thave, &e, 
A. P, TREVOR, Major. 








Enclosure 1 in No. 173. 


Acting Consul-General Trevor to Government of India. 
ge we) Bushire, January 16, 1910. 
"TN continuation of the correspondence ending with my letter dated the 
25rd December, 1909, I have the honour to forward, for the information of the 
Government of India, copies of letters on the subject of the proposed scheme of 
jmrigation at Kut Nabar Hashim on the Kharkhah River, ‘The detailed estimates will 
be sent Inter on completion by Mr. Storrs. i 

2, Sit W. Willcocks seems to think very highly of the scheme, and it appears to 
mo to bo a most excellent one, offering big returns on a sinall outlay of capital, think, 
however, that before taking any further action in the matter the Government of India 
will no doubt prefer to wait until Major Cox returns to head-quarters and has had an 
opportunity. of discussing the matter with the Sheikh of Mobammerah, and possibly 
with the elders of the Bani ‘Truf. 

3, In my letter dated the 18th December, 1909, T had the honour to recommend 
the retention of the sowars now with Lieutenant Wilson until the end of April, and 
as owing to the earlier arrival of Sir W. Willeocks the work on the Kharkhuh ia 

‘ly concluded, I now beg to recommend to the favourable. consideration of the 

the request conveyed in paragraph 1 of Lieutenant Wilson's 

lowed to retain the services of the wowars for 

ary out investigations on the Shaur River, 
tenant W to travel about and do mos 
nt of India will be pleased to sanction their 





































period 
‘The presence of the sowars enables 
useful work, and I hope that the Govert 
retention, , - é f 
4. Sir W. Willeocks's expert advice on the subject has been of the greatest service 

x the scheme into a practical form, and Sir W. Willcocks has been most 
ion his time and labour, at our 














in b 
courtents in placing his valuable experience, not to met 


disposal 








.e preliminary work done by Lieutenant Wilhon and Mr, Storrs had been 
‘ly carried out, and no doubt greatly assisted Sir W. Willoocks to give « 
definite verdict on the scheme. I am informed by Lieutenant Wilson that Sir William 
found Mr. Storrs’s survey and levelling work most useful. It is hardly necessary for 
me to say anything about Lieutenant Wilson's excellent work in connection with this 
jects Tt has already been recognised by His Majesty's Secretary of Stato for 
Foreign At 











Copies of this letter and of the enclosures are being forwarded to His Majesty's 
Minister, ‘Tehran, and to the Foreign Office, London, 4 
. Thave, &e. 
A, P, TREVOR, Major, 
Pirst Assistant Resident (in charge of Residency). 





(2704) 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 173. 
Acting Consul Wilson to Major Cox. 


Mohammerah, January 8, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Sir W. Willeocks, K.C.M.G., in accordance 
with a promise which he was good enough to make last May, arrived at Mohammerah 
on the 30th December and, in company with Mr. J. W. Storrs, P.W.D., Assistant 
Engineer, Persian Gulf Sub-Division, proceeded to the Kharkhah, leaving Mohammerah 
‘on the 31st December on the steam-ship “Malamir.” I enclose herewith a letter to 
your address on the subject of his investigations which he has handed to me for 
transmission, 

2, Umm-ut-Tummair, on the Karun River, was reached on the Ist instant, Mules, 
horses, and an escort were in readiness there, and the Kharkhah was reached on the 
same day before dusk. 

8. The 2nd was spent ia examining the environs of Kut Nahr Hashim and of 
Sinn-ul/’Abbas. 

4. On the 3rd instant camp was moved to Sinn-ul-Abbas, and the day was spent: 
by Sir W. Willcocks in examining the site here, which he ultimately selected for 
ih dam, 

Mr. Storrs ran a line of levels connecting Kut Nahr Hashim with Sinn-ul’Ahbas, 

5. On the 4th instant the party returned to Nasiri, just in time to avoid a heavy 
rainstorm, Sir William Willcocks at once commenced to work out plans and estimates, 
and by the 7th instant he bad completed these, with the assistance of Mr. Storrs. 

©. On the afternoon of the 7th T accompanied Sir William Willcocks to Failiyah 
to see Sheikh Khaz‘al, who, although suffering severely from fever, insisted on seeing 
Sir William, ‘The scheme outlined by the latter was discussed in some detail, but 


juestion, said that he looked to the British Government to assist him to find 
tho necessary money for such « project. 
7. Sir Willian mentioned thit in Europe capital might be obtained at 8 per cent. 
interest plus half share in the profits of the sclieme 
‘The sheikh replied that he would prefer to pay 6 per cent. and retain sole control. 
‘This indicates, I think, that he has some confidence in the success of the scheme if 
undertaken. 
8, I have discussed the scheme with the local representative of the Imperial Banke 
of Persia, and he seems prind facie favourably disposed to consider proposals for a 
Joan to the sheikh in connection therewith, 
9, T have also had an opportunity of discussing the question from the point of 
view. of the Bani ‘Turuf with Sheikhs Matlab and Asi, of that tribe, I have in a 
previous report discussed the objections raised by them, and need only say here that 
their attitude seems to have been considerably modified, and their objections appear 
capable of satisfactory adjustment. 
10, Sus Williace Whillrais vopoxh ean bolanzannrishd ax fellowes 
Position of dam. * . in-ul Abbas. 
Cont of ees es 
‘ino required I] Rvto to three years, 


‘An egal o 100,00 acre, bok and cold weather, 
Protablorevenue 22 anne 


Sir William Willcocks is confident that the project, if carried out, would soon 
attract « permanent population, and that no serious difficulty would arise in this 
connection, for the very large population which to-day lives in the marshes would 
greatly prefer to live on the higher lauds, All that T have seen and heard locally 
confirms this view. 

11. Lpropose to defer further discussion of the matter with the sheikh until the 
cocasion of your visit here, when it may be prasible to take some definite steps towards 


the reilisution of the project to which 
time and energy. 

2, The maps and plans which form the wecompaniment to Sir William Willeocks's 
etter aro at the moment in the hands of Mr. Storrs for completion by him. I have 


ir William has devoted so much of his valuable 


9% 


‘requested him to forward them in original to the Superintendent, Photo-Litho School, 

for reproduction, and the latter has been asked to distribute copies direct as por 

margin.* This arrangement, which is made at Sir William Willcocks’s request, saves a 
deal of delay and has, I trust, your approval, 

13. On the recommendation of Sir William Willcocks, I propose to take an early 
opportunity of visiting the dam made recently under Sheikh Khaz’al's orders by Seyyid 

sarah on the Shaur River in onder to study indigenous methods of ivigation, and 
also to push my investigations further up the Kharkbuh, and possibly down stream also 
into Hawaizah: 

For this purpose my present escort. of four men will be as necessary as ever, and I 
trust that their retention, at all events for the present, will be sanctioned. 

14, In conclusion, I must express my appreciation of Sir William Willeocks's 
goodness in devoting a week of his leave to the examination of this project, and in 
investigating the question in such detail and completeness that practically no further 
investigations are necessary before putting the project into execution, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 173. 
Sir W. Willcocks to Major Coz, 


Mohammerah, January 7, 1910. 
ACCOMPANIED by Wilson, and Storrs, I have inspected the Kut Nuhe Hashim 
and Sinn-ulAbbas cataracts on the Kharkhah River, ‘The best site for a dam is, I 
think, the latter site on a reef already selected by Wilson and Storrs. ‘This reef ia 
along the upstream edge of « horizontal layer of strata betweon hill inclined asin tho 
sketel 
Tam ignorant of the correct geological expressions, but the sketch explains what 
Imean, At this site we have at the surface a stratum of good sandstone rock over 
8 feet thick, some 900 feet long and 100 feet wide, above the level of the river for 
at least seven months per annum, so that the work could be exeouted in perfect 
cl Wilson and Storrs surveyed and levelled the reef while I inspeoted tho 
ind Wilson sounded the river with its fey-cold water by wading breast high in 
the strong current and swimming in the slack water with the sounding: pole in a manner 
unique, as far as my experience goes, ‘The cataracts of the Kharkhah are formed as 
those of Ahwaz on the Karun, by the river traversing low ranges of hills composed of 
alternate strata of inferior sandstone and salted marls, Where the strata of sandstone 
are thick and consistent the cataracts exist, while the marls are easily eaten away by the 
water. By protecting the down-stream face of the rock to a very considerable depth 
by a strong masonry casing, solid dams could be constructed which would be durable 
if they were not absolutely neglected and left to themselves after completion. Before 
starting the work, borings should be made to test the strata at the reef and down- 
stream of the reef 
T propose a dam with a clean overfall into some 80 feet of water, ‘The designs I 
have made explain exactly what I propose. We have a solid dam 800 feet long 
with its crest at R.L. 72°5, with massive wing walls on either flank each 210 fect 
long, rising to R.L, A depth of 10 fect of water on the crest will give a 
discharge of some 60,000 ubic fest. per second, leaving 10 feet to spare. The right 
flank of the dam will be raised on a length of 50 feet, as shown on the plan, while the 
left flank on the canal head will be provided with five sluices of 6 feet each, ‘The 
regulation will be by means of horizontal wooden sleepers, ‘The present deep. channel 
of the river, some 150 feet wide, with its bed on solid rock, will be closed with an 
earthen bank 50 fest wide at the top and slopes of 4 up stream and 4, down stream, 
well pitched with pitching 9 feet thick, 
‘All the stone for pitching and mi ill come from the wef itself, and be most 
economical. ‘The old dams on the river were built with excellent lime, but we can 


Total 
+ Not ieproduced, 

































96 





build with coment (five sand and one cement) if we like, ‘The outer 2 feet will be laid 
in mortar of three sund and one cement, ‘The crest of the weir and the floors of the 
aluices will be composed of bricks laid in two sand and one cement mortar. Excellent 
bricks were used in the faces of the old masonry walls. ; 

T propose cutting down the face of the reef in the manner shown in the cross 
sections of the dam and the down-stream wings. ‘This cutting will be carried down to 
fa stratum of good rock near R.L. 41°5, or thereabouts, and be finished off with a 
2 feot floor of masonry, as shown in the section. ; 

‘Very liberal provision has been made in the estimates for quantities of work and 
contingencies, and if there are economies the money should be spent in converting the 
Inst reef shown on the plan into an excellent subsidiary dam, throwing back water on 
to the main dam, 

From the left bank of the river will start a canal 50 feet wide at bottom and 6 fect 
below the level of the crest of the dam, ‘Taken on a slope of zphaq) it will flow into 
the old Kut Nahr Hashim canal and its continuation, the old Kharkhah, and irrigate 
by feo flow all the country formerly irrigated by the Kut Nabr Hashim canals. ‘The 
ainimum discirge wil bs 900 cube fest per send, andthe maximum 3,000 ceubie feet 
per second. Tho Kharkhah, I think, discharges between 1,000 cubic feet per second 
in low supply, and. 60,000 cubie feet per second in flood. : 

‘The canal will be provided with a strong regulating head built on the reef. 

‘Tho estimates have been made by Storrs, and work out as follows :— 
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The canal will cross a long, deep abandoned bed of the river near the middle of 
its course. I should propose letting the canal silt this up for the early years of its 
existence, and save worry with silt lower down until the agriculturists are well 
established and better able to look after themselves. 

The staff needed to execute the works I have proposed will be very modest. An 
officer of Storrs’s experience, with one European and two Indian subordinates of proved 
honesty, could accomplish all that is necessary, 

‘he Arabs wll uli the existing canal system down trem of Kut Nahr Hashim, 
and dig new watercourses for themselves, This is Sheilkh Khadal’s idea, and is the 
same as that emitted by every Arab in Mesopotamia I have met. 

The canal, discharging’ between 500 cubic feet per second as a minimum in 
September and 3,000 as a maximum in March and April, should be capable of irrigating 
100,000 acres in winter and 100,000 in summer, 

‘The winter crops will be wheat, barley, and beans, while the summer crops will be 
cotton, rice, Indian corn, and sesame. Date trees will be planted everywhere as soon 
as perennial water is provided. 

‘The sheikh should count on a revenue of 20,000, per annum as a minimum, 








[4179] No. 174. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recoived February 5.) 


fo. 45.) En clair. 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 5, 1910, 
GOVERNMENT forces routed Rahim Khan ; latter fled towards Russian frontier, 
Shahsevans are apparently leaving Rahim in lurch, and several of their chiefs aro 
negotiating for submission. 
(St. Petersburgh informed.) 











(4199) No. 175. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received Pebruary 5.) 
(No. 46.) 
(olegraphic) Py Tehran, February 5, 1910, 
TELEGRAPHS, Please refer to your despatch No. 77 of 1007. 





It seems from his minute that Kirk is aware of an agreement whereby, in the 
event of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department not, obtaining a renowal of the 
concession, the control of the Tehran-Bushire lino lapses to the Indo Company. 

Tam unable to trace such agreement, and Barker cannot give mo any information, 
T hesitate to approach the Indo Company. Can Kirk furnish me with details ? 

Please refer to Grant Duff's No. 173 of the 22nd June, 1906. 

In view of the early submission of the Arabistan convention to the Modjliss, I 
should wish, if possible, to refer the Persian Government to the agreement to which 
Kirk alludes. 








(8295) No. 176. 
Foreign Office to Manchester Chamber of Commeree, 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 5, 1910. 

I AM dirocted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo, enquiring whether he is now in a position to furnish 
information as to the proposals laid before him by your chamber on tho 14th September 
last relative to the provision of guards for the protection of trade on the roads: of 
Southern Persia. 

Tam to inform you in reply that, owing to the many political considerations by 
which the settlement of this question is complicated, it has not yet beon possible to 
[1704] 50 
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arrive at a decision, and that Sir E. Grey has at present no further information to 
furnish with regard to it, 


Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 















[3965] No. 177, 


Foroign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, Rebruary 5, 1910. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant, relative to the delivery to the Bakhtiari khans of the shares 
in the First Exploitation and Bakhtiari Oil Company assigued to them under the 
agreement of the 15th November, 1905. 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that on the receipt of your communication Sir B. 
Grey addressed a telogram to His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran stating the reason for 
the objection of your company to the iminediate delivery of these shares to the khans, 
‘and enquiring whether he had any information as to the reported desire of those chiefs 
to dispose of their shares, to which transaction your company were strongly opposed. 

Sir B, Grey has now received a telegram from Sir G, Barclay stating that, even if 
your company object to the delivery to the khans of their shares till the oil has passed 











through the pipes, it would still ‘be desirable that His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz 
should be made the channel of delivery of the shares when the time comes for these to 
bo handed over. 

Tam accordingly to enquire whether your company would see any objection to 
giving an undertaking to this effect. 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 








(4211) No. 178, 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey—{Received February 6.) 





(No, 48.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, February 6, 1910. 

mama recived flowing telegram from Thin Majesty's acting constl-genoral at 
‘abrees :— 


Rahmi Khan has, Governor-General informs me, crossed Russian frontier, together 
with 100 families. 

In anticipation of this event, Viceroy had given instructions that the rebel chief 
and his followers should be conveyed to the interior of the Caucasus, after being 
disarmed. 














(4212) No. 179. 
Sir Q. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 6.) 
(No, 49.) 
‘Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 6, 1910. 





WITHDRAWAL of Russian troops. 

In the Medljiss for the first time, the q 
troops in Persia was raisod in open session. A heated debate ensued 
Gonsure was adopted against the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who ha 
his position in the Cabinet. Question of Russian troops was probably chosen by the 
advanced party of Nationalists, who hud long decided, for various reasons, to rid 
themselves of Minister for Foreign Affairs, as the occasion for actions in order to add 
increased force to the demonstration against the troops. 

In accordance with the wishes of the House the Government would, the Prime 
Minister announced after the vote of censure, now take energetic steps in order to 
bring about the withdrawal of Russian troops from Persia, It is thought that this 
means that the Persian Government will press my Russian colleague for & categorical 
pronouncement with regard to the object and duration of their stay, and will 
Subsequently protest to the two Powers agaiust their presence. 





ion of the presence of Russian 
ind a vote of 
Since resigned 
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No, 180. 
Sir G. Bardlay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 7.) 
Tehran, February 1, 1910. 





(4413) 


(No. 50.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

WITHDRAWAL of Russian troops. 

Please refer to ultimate paragraph of my telegram No. 49 of the 6th February. 

M, Poklowski, I understand, is suggesting to his Government that if the Persian 
Government make the inquiry which is expected, tho reply should be given that the 
‘moment is not opportune for the withdrawal of Russian troops. 

"The circumstances of the dismissal of the Minister for Foreign Affairs have a good 
deal annoyed my Russian colleague. ‘This action of the Medjliss will, I gather, bo 
likely to make tho Russian Government more unwilling than ever to facilitate the 
proposed joint advance to Persian Government. 








[4478] No. 181. 

ana Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 7.) 
No, 51. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Pebruary 7, 1910. 

RAHIM KHA\ 

In continuation of my telegram No. 48 of the 6th February, I have the honour to 
report that the application of the Persian Goverment for the delivery of Rahim Khan 
has been refused by the Russian Government, 

‘This decision, which the Persian Government regard as robbing thom of the full 
spoils of victory, has been received most unwillingly. 

ihe Cancgats authorities to-whom Rahim ‘Khan has been entrusted will, i is to 
de hoped, keep this arch scoundrel under strict supervision, 











[4476] No. 182. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Haward Grey. —(Reecived February 7.) 
(No. 50.) 

(elegraphic.) _P. St. Petersburgh, Pebruary 7, 1910. 
T LEARN from M. Tavolsky that he has received note from the Perris 
chargé dlafiaires requesting, on behalf of the Persian Government, the extradition of 
Rahin Khan, ‘The Russian Government will naturally refuse to comply with this 
request, and it is a pity that it should have been made by the Persian Government, 
‘The Russian Government have caused Rahim to be sent northwards into the Caucasus, 
and they will decide on his ultimate fate after an enquiry has been held into his past 
deeds. As it is possible that further fugitives may attempt to pass into Russian 

territory, measures are being taken on the frontier to prevent them, 
























(4477) No. 183. * 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 7.) 





(No. 51.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
PERSIAN Medjliss and the Russian troops. 
M. Isvolsky, to whom I spoke this afternoon on the subject of the proceedings in 
ted the matter more calmly than Thad expected, He regarded these 
wertinent and extremely foolish, M. Isvolsky suid that in view of the 
ot that, Ral ly defeated, « o further danger nved 
be anticipated from that quarter, he bad just made up 1 to frame proposals, for 
submission to the committee which is to meet next Thorsday, for the withdrawal of the 
11 troops, or at least for the reduction of their number, Any action in this 
had, of course, been rendered most difficult by the proceedings of the 
or Russia, if she reduced or withdrew her troops, would appear to be giving 
to Persian threats, 


St. Petersburgh, February 7, 1910. 
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I remarked that I presumed that Russia's decision with regard to a money advance 
would not be influenced in any way by the proceedings of the Persian Assembly, and, 
to my satisfaction, M. Involsky replied that the question of an advance must be 
considered on its own merits, and was quite distinct from the other. 


(4212) No. 184. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 26, 
nee Foreign Ofice, February 7, 1910. 


(Melographic.) P. 
fowiay troops in Porsia, 


Though His Majesty's Government feel perfectly confident that the Russian 
Government will not fail to fulfil their promises with regard to the withdrawal of their 
troops, and though we sympathise with the wish of the Persian Government for their 
withdrawal, this object would not in our opinion be best gained by addressing a protest 
to the Russian Government, You should inform the Persian Government of our views. 
Reference is to your telegram No, 49 of 6th February. 








(4199) No, 185. 


Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Rebruary 7, 1910. 

WITH reference to Sir A, Godley’s letter of the Sth May, 1907, relative to the 
renewal of tho Indo-Buropean ‘Tolegraph Department's contracts in Persia, I am 
direotod by Socrotary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram 
from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,® requesting to be supplied with particulars of 
‘an agreement stated by the director in-chief of the department to have been concluded 
by tho Porsian Goverument with the Indo-European Telegraph Company, by virtue of 
which the former are bound to ha ‘over to the latter, without compensation, the 
‘Tehran-Bushire telegraph in the event of the convention of 1872 regarding that line 
not being renewed beyond 192: 

1am to state that the archives of this department appear fo contain no record of 
auch ani agreoment between the Persian Government and the company, and to request 
that, should Viscount Morley seo no objection, Mr. Kirk may be asked to furnish the 
explanation desired by Sir Gi, Barclay. 

Tam to add that Mr. Grant Duif’s despatch No, 173 of the 22nd June, 1906, 
roferred to in this tolegram, may be found in “Affairs of Persia,” part 7, July- 




















Septomber, 1906, p. 23, 


Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(4055) No. 186. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Ofico, February 7, 1910. 
AM directo by Sooretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that on the receipt 
of your letter of the 26th ultimo relative to the survey of a part of South-Western 
Porsia which the Anglo-Persian Oil Company aro about to undertake, he caused a 
letter to be addressed to the company, enquiting whether the instructions given to 
Mr. Seot to procure all equipment, €., in India, wero in accordance with ther wishes 
Tam to transmit to you herewith copy of the reply of the company,t from which it 
appears ‘that, in the circumstances, those instructions are considered by them 
sitisfactory, but that, in case of doubt, they are willing to telegraph more precise 
instructions for the use of Mr, Scott. 
Tam to state that, in view of the fact stated in your letter of the 2ud instant, of 
which the company have now been informed, that Mr, Scott intended to leave Bombay 





© No. 175, + No. 163. 
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for Mohammerah on the 4th instant, it appears to Sir E. Grey that it is unnecessary and 
indeed impossible to take any action on the company’s letter. 
= Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 








[4093] No. 187, 


Foreign Ofice to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Pebruary 7, 1910. 
WITH further reference to your letter of the 2nd instant, relative to the shares 
the First Exploitation and Bakhtiari Oil Companies, 
dward Grey to inform you that he has rece 
bran reporting that he is positively a: 
ed Tehran with the intention of acquiring, 
of the Persian Government in the so-called 
Arey concession, vith the chiefs during his stay at that capital, 
the latter have no desire to soll their shares, 
«lon the 7th January Mr, Blake informed Sir G, Barclay 



























Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(3727) No. 188. 
Foreign Office to Mr. . W. Stratford Andrews. 









Foreign Office, February 7, 1910, 
nee to your letter of the 9th November, relative to the formation 
ed with the Indo-Huropean ‘Telegraph Company for the 
ons between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, I am directed 
considering. the 
ajesty's Minister 









improve 
by Se 





















inder Abbas 
would observe that at the prosent moment 
arly unsafe, as the ordinary dangers of the road 
are agar the prosonco of Afg! i 
vindicti on account of the severity of the measures which His Majesty's 
Government are taking for tho suppression of the arms ‘Tho engineer selectod 
vl hy a strong escort, which the 
at Government are at this moment inno postion to supply. 
am, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 















[4619] No. 189. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 8.) 





(elegraphic,) P. 
AIIM KHAN, 
1n continuation of my immediately preceding telegram of the 7th February 

the honour to report that I upon M, Poklewski tho desirability that any 

iNgotten property which I may have carried off with him should be 
|. Russian Minister informs me that ho bas submitted the matter to 

St. Petersburgh, 

{a7os] 2)D 


‘Yehiran, February 8, 1910. 








have 
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It is said that rebel chief transported the greater part of his movable property, 
which consists principally of plundered merchandise, into Russian territory. Please 
refer to your telegram No. 6, Commercial, 1908. Castelli’s carpets are not improbably 
amongst this loot. Lloyds, I believe, are interested in this as well as in other of his 
manifold robberies. 















[4620] No. 190, 
Sir G, Bardlay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reecived February 8, 
No, 63.) a] ( y 8.) 
‘legraphic,)_P. 
HAHIM KHAN. 
Please refer to my telegram No, 52 of to-day’s date. I have received a telegram 
from His Majesty's acting consul-general at ‘Tabreez reporting that the Russian 
intentions with regard to the robel chief are causing some anxiety in Tabreez. Rahim 
Khan, he adds, will be able to stir up unrest in jan if he is not removed far 
from the frontier and prevented from entering on intrigues. 


Tehran, February 8, 1910, 











(4621) No. 191, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received February 8.) 


0. 54.) Re 
Telographic,)P. 

YOUR telegram No. 26 [of 7th February: Russ 

‘This afternoon Thi do verbal communication, as instructed, to Prime 
Minister, who thanked me, but said that he bad already instructed their representatives 
at London and St. Petersburgh to represent to the two Governments that presence of 
Russian troops was paralysing the Government, and to urge that Russia should fulfil 
hor promiso as to their withdrawal 

Thave informed Russian Minister of my communication and of Prime Minister's 
reply. My Russian colleague was somew ‘ercised by tenor of former,as he fears that 
it may stilton Porsian Stran, it nay appear, in view of the report of the 
Prime M r iter says that Prime Minister this morning had 
expressed to him through « third party his rogret at the action of the Medjliss, and 
furthor intimated a desire to make reparation by giving Russia satisfaction in various 
outstanding cases, 

Possibly you might think it well in reply to forthcoming representation of the 
Persian Minister to recommend conciliatory attitude. 


Tehran, February 8, 1910. 
troops in Persia). 







































(4669) No. 192. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Ree 





ruary 9.) 


* Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, rf February 8, 1910. 
ft i BEG to acknowl r favour of the Ist instant, and to thank you 
for. passing pinion ap to the measure of assistan 
which our staf Gee 
of further disturb 
Tam passing oa copy 
Cia thi axplanatigu, a 
perfect 
Wi 












expressic 
1 Persia may lo 





1k tor from His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz in the event 








ajesty's consul, 
ge to the khans 
























©. GREENWAY, Managing Director. 
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[4674] No, 193. 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign O,fice.—(Received February 9.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 8, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant, 
advising that Mr. Scott, with two surveyors and six followers, intended embarking at 
Bombay for Mohamerah on the 4th instant, which information I duly passed on by 
wire to our Persian agents. 

Thave, &c. 


. GREENWAY, Managing Director. 








(4658) No. 194. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 9.) 
Tehran, Rebruary 9, 1910. 





RAHIM KE 

With reference to . Nicolson's telegram No. 50 of the 7th February, the 
request on the part of the Persian Government for the extradition of Rabin Khan was 
certainly unfortunate, for the friction between the Russian and Porsian Governments 
must be increased by the request and by the refusal with which it has met. This 
action on the part of the Persian Government may not, however, have beon entirely 
unreasonable. Please see Hertslet’s treaties of Persia, p. 133 

Tuse the words “may not,” since it is possible that Rahim Khan was in possession 
of a tribal passport, which does not require to bo renewed each time the frontier is 
crossed. 












(4733) No. 195. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 9.) 
(No, 57.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
WITHDRAWAL of Russian troops. 
Tn continuation of my telegram No. 54 of the 8th February, M. Poklowski is 
ly relieved, as he. sees no indication of a change in the attitude of the Prime 
ister, who still continues to promise settlement of some outstanding Russian cases 
jon to him, 


Lehvan, Webruary 9, 1910, 
















(4745) No 196. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Rocvived Rebruary 10.) 
(No. 74.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, February 6, 1910. 


* THE “Russ, 
appeal, which apparen 


an advanced Liberal paper, takes the “ Daily News” to task for an 

y appeared in the columns of the latier paper, for a protest 
against the presence of Russian troops in Persia. ‘The * Russ” states that its own 
Views on armed intervention in the internal affairs of Persia are well known, bub it is 
tunable to understand the appeal of the “Daily News.” I it be a protest against the 





















‘ny cireumstan the “Russ” 
dition which was landed from the 
Hyacinth’ match of over seven hours, attacked nnd 







od for the 





destruved a dep  0¢ 
protection of hfe, whereas there is not a particle of evidence or, indi 
that this was the motive for the landing parties from the alove-ment 
Ttussia and England are Lound by a special agreement on questions of the Middle East, 
and the “Russ” considers that the interests of both countries demand that the action 
of Russia or of England, within the limits of this agrocment, shull not be judged 
one-sided manner by either side, It is not permissible that Russian troops should 
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interfere in the internal quarrels of Persia, and support one party against the other; but 
absolute anarchy, which the ex-Shah knew how to create has, nolens volens, compelled 
Russia to safeguard her real interests by armed force in territory where no other 
authority is recognised, ae 

‘A. NICOLSON. 

















[4769] No. 197. 


India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 10.) 


Sir, India Ofice, February 9, 1910. 
IN reply to your letter dated the 25th January, 1910, as to the persecution of 
Tamuilis in North:Bast Persia at the instigation of thé orthodox Maliommedan clergy, I 
fam directed to inform you that Viscount. Morley concurs in Sir E. Grey's proposal that 
the steps taken in the matter of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran should be approved, 
and that Sir G. Burelay should be instructed to inform the Persian Government that 
mportance to the punishment of the guilty 















His Majesty's Goverment attach great 
parties. 





Tam, &c. 
R. RITCHIE. 





(4795) No, 198, 
Mr. 





ratford-Androws to Foreign Office. (Received Pebruary 10.) 





Sir, 18, Old Broad Street, London, February 9, 1910. 
1AM much obliged for your letter of the 7th instant, and note that Sir Edward 
Grey is in consultation with’ the Secretary of State for India and His Majesty's 
Minister ab Tehran on the subject of the improvement of communications between 
Bunder Abbas wid Kerman, 
Lookin I 





















(4818) No. 199, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 10.) 
(rocpropnie P. Tehran, February 10, 1910. 


‘ZIL-ES-SULPAN, : ts 

Tt had been brought to my notice before receipt of your telegram No. 19 of the 
26th Jauuary dat in order to prevent seizure of property family of the Ziles Sultan 
intended to take bast. I therefore reminded His Majesty's consul at Ispahan that the 
Zi had forfeited his right to our protection by the disregard he had paid to our advice. 
M. Poklowskki also sent instructions to his consul to refrain from intervention. é 

Roth my Russian colleague and agree that it would be useless to take unofficial 

ction. Fe 

eee The failure of the Zil. to meet promissory note for 200,000 tomans, which was 
extractod from him in addition to the 100,000 tomans which he paid down as ransom 
in Soptembor last, is the reason for this decision to seize property. 
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(4836) ‘No. 200. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived February 10.) 
oy : 





. 60.) 
legraphie.) P. 
WITHDRAWAL of Russian troops. 
Thave the honour to report that I received this afternoon a visit from the Minister 
of the Interior. 

He came to inform me that the agitation against Russian troops had only been 
stifled by representing their protracted stay in the most favourable light, but since the 
final defeat of Rahim Khan their presence could not be defended, and he feared that 
the hostile feeling would increase, rendering the resignation of the Cabinet inovitable, 
In reply, I strongly dissuaded him from such a decision, and I further repeated to him 
messige contained in your telegram No. 26 of the 7th February, adding a recommenda: 
tion that a conciliatory attitude should be shown in the caves being pressed by my 
Russian collea % 

The continued presence of Russian troops, the asylum given, 
convention of 1844, to the rebel chief (Sardar Assad de 
never been granted a tribal passport), the exaggerated manner. in which agents of 
Persian Government asserted the privileges of bast and of Russian protection at the 
expense of the authority of the Government were, Minister of Interior asserted, proofs 
of Russian “hostility” of which he spoke bitterly. I often urge M. Poklowski to use 
moderation on this last point, but not always successfully, 

Persian Government, in communicating with my Russian colleague, have only 
referred in a private letter to the convention of 1844. As Russian Government would 
probably find it hard to reply on this point this is strange, 





Tehran, February 10, 1910, 












































[4619] 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 





.) 

graphic.) P. Foreign Ogice, Pobruary 10, 1910, 
YOU should inform M. Isvolsky of report in last’ panigraph of Sir’ G, Barclay's 
tolezram No. 52 of the 8th February concerning Rahim Khan, and request. him to 
ascertain whether the latter on entering Russian territory brought with 
plunder from Persia, 




















(4925) No, 202. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Osfice—(Received February 11.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sin, Bebruary 10, 1910. 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letters of the Sth and 7th 
. 
Tote that a telegram, as suggested in my letter of the 2nd instant, was addressed 
to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, and that in reply Sir George Barclay has 


in 













hat Mr. Maurice Blake, who recently visited Tehran with the intention of 
behalf of @ British financier the interest in the D’Arty concession, had no 

ith the Bakhtiari khans during his stay at that capital ; 

hat the khans have no desive to sell their shares ; 

That Mr. Blake informed Sir George Barclay before leaving for England that he 

had accomplished nothing. 


‘acqu 


dealins 











‘These items of information are all very 
behalf of my board, for the troubl 
to the khans’ reported desire to « 
As regards Sir George Barcl 
delivery cones His Majesty's consu 
f ares to the Kh: 
704) 


y, and T have to thank you, On 
aving up the position in regurd 











pose of their shares 
expre 
Ahwai 


on of desire that when the time for 
should be made the channel of delivery 
that this company will be very plewsed to 










































106 





avail themselves of the consul’s good offices in this matter. But as it will help to 
maintain the position of our agents and fields manager vis-d-vis the khans, and better 
enable them to discuss and settle with the latter any of the small questions not 
necessitating official interviews which may hereatter arise, we think it desirable that 
our agents and fields manager should be pres the time of delivery, ic., we would 
suggest that a meeting be called at which His Majesty’s consul, the khans, and o 
representatives shall be present, and that at this meeting our representatives: shall 
hand the shaves to His Majesty's consul, and he in turn hand them over to the khans. 
Thave, &e. : 
‘6. GREENWAY, Managing Director. 


























(4956) No. 203. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received February 11.) 


L. 
y Tehran, February 11, 1910. 


TY. 





m No. 60 of the 10th February 
T feel, being slowly driven to desperation 
nd T heliove that there is a danger of the Cabinet 
in bring about chaotic conditions. 
ister of the Interior 
i vance are cases in point. 
nianner in which M, Poklewski interprets the rights of bast and of Russian protect 
snggests a policy of pinprickss indeed, the attitude at present, ass r 
‘open to the construction which is placed upon it by Persians of having the embarrassment 
of the Government for its objec s: 

So far, T have not spoken to my Russian colleague about the visit of the Minister 
of the Interior: Tdefer doing so until T learn whether you intend to take steps at 
St. Petersburgh. 1 should like one day's notice before I broach the subject to 
M. Poklewski, 








ia is pursuing, 
s its resignation, « step whi 

ons of host 
's procrastination with 



















ass 























(4957) No. 201. 


Sir @, Barelay to 





r dward Grey.—(Received Pebruary 11.) 













(No. 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, February 11, 1910, 

i formed by Minister of the Interior that Sipahdar has tendered his 
res Primo Minister. Regent will probably refuse to accept it, Minister of 


the Interior added, 








(6007) No. 205. 


India Osi 





to Foreign Office. (Received February 12.) 





Sin, Iidia Office, February 11, 1910, 

IN reply to your letter dated the 7th 310, forwarding copy of @ 
telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at ch enquiry is made’ as to 
fn agreement: between the Persian Government and the Indo-European. Telegraph 
Company respecting the ‘Tehran-Bushine telegraph line, 1 am directed to enclose 
herewith copy ofa note on the subject by the in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph 
Department, giving the information for whi Barclay asks. 

Tam, & 

R. RITCHIE. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 205. 
Note by the Director-in-Chief of the Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department. 


T PUT up a copy of the agreement, dated the 12th August, 1882, between the 
Persian Government and the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Compauy. By article 3 of this 
t the Tchran-Bushire line is to be handed back to the company on the 
expiration of the treaty of the 2nd December, 1872, between the Persian Government 
anil the British Government, unless this treaty is renewed. ‘The treaty has been 
ruwewed under an agreement dated the 7th January, 1892, for a period ending the 
In the meantime the company have obtained Al AI 
dithia would give themnithe wiel to ihe! oree Me 

i concession for the line is ended in 1925, 


HH. A. KIRK, 




















February 9, 1910. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 205, 


Agreement between the Persian Government and the Indo-Buropean Telegraph Company. 


Copy of Renewal of Concession of 1868 to January 31, 1905. 


(Sealed by Persian Foreign Office, Tehran, and signed by 'T, D. Nelson on behalf of the 
Telegraph Company on August 12, 1882.) 


LE Gouvernement Impérial persan, ayant pris. en considération Ja demande de la 
Compagnie phique indo-européenne au sujet de Ia prolongation de ces concessions 
en Perse, les dites concessions gout modifides et renouyeldes conformément aux clauses 















Article 
prolongée juss 


nadu U1 janvier, 1868, et du 24 mai, 1869, est 





La durée des concess 
fier, 1905. 
it persan a déj& par Ia concession du 24 mai, 1869, odds 
nnaires actuels pour Ja période comprise entre le 1s janvier, 1870, et 
Vexpiration du traité du 29 novembre, 1865, tous les droits que ce traité lui a donnés 
‘ou que le renouvellement de co traité pourrait Ini donner encore sur les recottes 
provenant des dépéches de transinit trausmises sur la ligne Téhéran=Bouohire et. le 
Gouvernement anglais « appr arrangement, wuquel i a adhéré par le traité du 

jon de ces mémes recettes est prolongée par In présente 

1905. 




























erneient anglais I ligne ‘Téhéran—Bouchire sera remise aux 
concessionnaires & moins que le Gouvernement persan ne eonclue d'ici 1A aves le 
Gouvernement anulais une nouvelle convention au syjot de cette ligne sur les méines 
CRAY Franses, lea conoessonnaires soront tanus qolasrvor toutes elon des conditions 











18 6té question ciedessus, ce 
et continuer jusqu’au 31 janvier, 1909, durde de la prolongation stipulée dans article 1" 
ciedessus. 
‘Art, 5. Les paragraphes 1, 2,8, 4,5, 6, 7, 8 (deux alinéas), 9 (deux alinéas), 10 
(deux alinéas) de Varticle 2 de la concession du 24 mai, 1869, sont annul 
‘Art. 6. Le paragraphe final de Yarticlo 11 de la concession du 11 janvier, 1868, est 
modifié ainsi qu‘il suit :— 











En cas diinterruption du fil du Gouvernement persan pendant plus de vingt-quatre 
heures los concessionnares deront tenua de mettre & la Glaposivion dui Gouvernement 
persin un bon fil pendant quatre heures par jour jusqu’A ce que celui du Gouvernement 
persan soit remis en bon état, et cela sans avoir droit & aucun dédommagement, 
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Et en cas de mélange entre le fil persan et l'un de coux des concessionnaires, le 
Gouvernement persan sera autorisé & ee servir d’un bon fil des concessionnaires pendant 
Ie dit mélange et pour le terme stipulé plus haut en cas d'interruption. 


Art. 7. Les concessionnaires se chargent de préter au Gouvernement persan autant 
quill sera_en leur pouvoir, conseil, surveillance, et assistance pour Vinstallation de 
nouveaux bureaux sur le ligne du Gouvernement persan entre Téhéran et Djoulfa. 

Toutefois les concessionnaires ne devront point pour cela avoir 3 supporter des frais 
soit pour Ia main-d'ceuvre, soit pour le matériel, soit pour les appareils, ni contribuer & 
Yentrotien des bureaux ainsi installés. 

Art. 8. A partir de la date de cette concession, les concessionnaires dévagent 
Je Gouvernement. persan de tous frais d'entretien de son fil entre ‘Téhéran et Djoulfa, 
et ils foront toujours tous leurs efforts pour rétablir la communication en eas dinterrup” 
tion de ce 

Le Gouvernement persan en retour de ees services procurera aux surveillants et 
inspecteurs des concessionnaires toute facilité pour les mettre & méme de voyager aveo 
Ja plus grande promptitudy et le plus de siireté possible, 

Le Gouvernement persin prondra immédiatement en eonsidération toute plainte 
que les concessionnaires pourront Ini porter au sujet de dégits de Ia ligne faits & dessein, 
til punira sommairement toute personne coupable d'un tel delit, 

Art. 9. Tl est entenda qu’ partir de Is date de cette concession les eoncession- 
naires wuront droit 2 un tiers de toutes les recettes provenant do la proportion porsane 
de la taxe des dépéches émanuit de la seotion persine de la ligne des concessionnairea 
Gt Geliangées aver !Burope, le Gouvernement persan so résorvant les deux autres ters 

le ce vette: 

10, Les comptes relatifs aux susdites dépéches doivent étre communiqués de 
part ct duutre annuellement, comme cest déja statué par la concession du L1 janvier, 
1868, pour les autres comptes entre nement persan et les eoucessior 

on les concessionnaires ne reclatneront aucun intérét sur les s 

ter dues junqu’d Yespiration d'une année apres la pré 28 comptes 
los conovssionnaires, A partir do ce terme les concessionnaites auront drowt & 
LGrdt de pour cent, 

Art, 11. Avant Toxpiration de la présente concession (cest-Aedire avant le 
1 févriex, 1905) les concessionnaires et 16 Gouvernement persan devront sentendre 
ur les conditions dun nouveau contrat pour Vexploitation de leur ligae, fiutede quoi la 
ligne deviondra A cette date la propriété du Gouvernement persan’ aux conditions 
stipulées dans les concessions antérloures actuellement en viguenr, 

Art, 12, Toutes los clauses des concessions du 11 janvier, 1868, et du 24 mai, 
1869, qui ne sont pas annuldes on modiliges par la présente restent en vigueur, 


it on double A Téhéran, lo 12 aoft, 1882. 


(Translation.) 


Persinn Government having takeu into consideration the request of 

‘tropean ‘Telegraph Company, on the prolongation of these concessions in 

Persia, the said concessions are modified and renewed in conformity with the following 
ons and clauses — 


Article 1. ‘The period of the concessions of the 11th January, 1868, and of the 
24th May, 1869, is prolonged to the dist January, 1905. 

Art. 2. The Persian Government has already, by the concession of the 24th May, 
1869, ceded to the actual concessionnaires, for the period comprised within the 
Ast January, 1870, and the expiration of the treaty of the 28rd November, 1865, all 
the rights that this treaty gives, and that the renewal of the treaty ean yet give onthe 
recvipts on the transmitted messages sent on to the Tehran-Bushire line, and the 
English Government tas approved of this arrangement, to which it adhered by 
the treaty of the 2nd December, 1872, ‘The cession of these same receipts is prolonged 
by the present convention until the dist January, 19 

Art. 3, On the expiration of the treaty of the 2nd December, 1872, between the 
Porsian Government and the English Government, the Bushire line will be 
handed back to the concessionnaires unless the Pe t concludes within 
this period with the English Government a new convention respecting this line on the 
‘same financial basis, the concessionnaires will be bound to observe ali’ the conditions of 
this treaty which are applicable to a compat 
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Art; 4. The concessionnaires have already undertaken to pay to the Persian 
Government for twenty-five years (from the Ist February, 1870, to the Sist January, 
1895) a rental of 120,000 fr. per aunum, and, in consideration of the .prolongation of 
ten years acourded by the present concession, the eoncessionnaires now consent to 
to the Persian Government an annual sum of 10,000 fr. besides the 120,000 fr. which 18 
referred to above, this payment to commence from the 31st January, 1882, and to 
continue until the 31st January, 1905, being the period of the prolongation stipulated 
in the above setae 1. o - 
Art. 5, Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8 (two. para; 9 (two paragraphs), 
20 (two) pararapl),ofartle 2 of the oncomign of the 24th May? 166 ab 
annulled. 
Art. 6. The final paragraph of article 11 of the eoneession dated the 11th January, 
1868, is modified as follows :-— 


In the event of an interruption to the Persian Government wire of moro than 
twenty-four hours, the concessionnaires will place one working (good) wire at. the. 
disposal of the Persian Government for four hours per diem until the Persian Govern 
ment wire is restored, and this without a right to any compensation, 

And in the event of contact between the Persian wire and one of those of tho 
concessionnaires, the Persian Government will be authorised to make uso of one good 
wire of the concessionnaires during the said contact and for the period above stipulated 
in case of interruption. 


Art. 7, The concessionnaires undertake to lend to the Persian Government, in 80 
far as lies in their power, advice, supervision, and assistance for tho installation of now 
offices on the Persian Government line between Tehran and Julfa, 

But the concessionnaires have not to bear for this any costs either in manual 
labour, nor in material, nor in apparatus, nor contribute towards the maintenance of the 
offices so installed. 

Art, 8. From the date of this concession, the concessionnaires free the Persian 
Government of all costs of maintenance of its wire between Tehran and Julfa, and 
they will always use all their efforts to restore communication in the event of an 
interruption of this wire. In return for these services the Persian Government 
will obtain, for the superintendents and inspectors of the concessiounaires, every 
fucility to allow them to travel with the greatest promptitude and safety possible, 

Mo Persian Govarsmont will immalintely oonenier any complaint made by the 

of wilful damage done to the line, and will summarily punish any 
person guilty of such offence, 

Art. 9. It is understood that from the date of this concession the concossionnaires 
will be entitled to one-third of all receipts derived from the Persian proportion of the 

es einnnating on the Persian section of the concessionnaires! line and 
h Europe, the Persian Government reserving toitself the two other thirds 
of these reecipt 

Art. 10, The accounts relative to the above messages should bo communicated to 
those concerned annually, as is exacted, by the concession dated the 11th January 
1868, for the other accounts between the Persian Gouernment and the conccasionnaites, 
and by concession the concessionnaires will claim no interest on the amounts that 
may remain due, until the expiration of one year after the submission of the accounts 
hy the concessionnaires, from which date the concessionnaires will be entitled to 5 per 
cent. interest. 

‘Art, LL. Before the expiration of the present. concession (that is to say, before the 
Ist February, 1905), the concessionnaires and Persian Government should come to 
soine understanding as to the conditions of a new contract for the working of their 
line, fuiling which the line from that. date will become the property of the Persian 
Government on the conditions stipulated in the anterior concessions actually in foroa, 

Art. 12. All the clauses in the concessions of the 11th January, 1868, and 
24th May, 1869, which are not annulled or modified by this prusent romain in 
force. 


Done in duplicate at Tehran the 12th August, 1882, 
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[6068] No. 206. 


Sir @. Bardlay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 12) 
fo, 64. 
fe y ic.) Re Tehran, February 12, 1910. 
USSIAN Minister has given me following details of what has passed between 
him and Persian Government about troops since fall of Minister for Foreign Affairs :-— 


He informed Government under instructions that Russia would not withdraw her 
troops under pressure, and that Persian Government must stop agitation against them. 
He afterwards received a private verbal message from Prime Minister, who said he 
was ready to make any concession, and in roturn hoped for Russian Minister's good 
offices for withdrawal of troops. Prime Minister added that he would resign if 
Medjliss did not adopt more friendly attitude towards Russia, to which my Russian 
colleague replied that he wanted deeds, not words, and would not even discuss 
privately troops? withdrawal until Persian Government proved their good intentions by 
‘a settlement, of certain cases which he is pressing. 





(5069) No, 207. 
Sir @, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 122) 
65, 
Fe ia PB Tehran, February 12, 1910, 


IN continu: of my telegram No, 63 of the Lith February, I have the honour 
to report that Prime Minister has withdrawn his tendered resignation. 





(6063) No, 208, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived February 12.) 
0, 53.) 


‘olographic,) P, i 
PROPOSALS of His Majesty's Government for an advance to the Persian Govern: 
ment of 400,000/, by Great Britain and Russia, hs 
M. Isvolsky tells mo that the decision of the committee on Persian affairs was to 
Accept our proposals in principle; but it would be advisable to avait the receipt of an 
official intimation in writing, which his Excellency will send me shortly, as discussion 
may be necessary on some points of detail. 


St. Petersburgh, February 12, 1910, 





(4956) No, 209. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 28.) 
(Velexraphic.) P. 
RUSSIA and Persia, 
In an interview with Count Benckendorff, I mentioned matter referred to in your 
telegram No. 62, Very Confidential, of the 11th February, and pointed out that maine 
tenance of Russian troops in Persia and apparent hopelessness of the financial situation 
might combine to bring about resignation of the Persian Government, I said that 
such a stop would greatly increase the seriousness of the situation. In answer to 
Count Bonckendorfi’s urguinent, that attitude of Russian press and disturbed condition 
of Medjliss precluded immediate withdrawal of troops, as had been originally intended, 
T said thatagitation against presence of Russian troops would be restrained and. po 
of Persian Government improved if the Anglo-Russian adyance were immediately 
conceded and a generally conciliatory attitude adopted. L especially said that Russian 
interests would suffer as much as Persian through the chaos which would ensue if the 
present Government were not maintained. I, however, made only a passing reference 
to rofusal of Russian Government to extradite’ Ruhim Khan, and said nothing on the 
subject of M, Poklewsky’s treatment of question of Russian protection, 
Russian Ambassador said he would refer these views to his Government, 


Foreign Ofice, February 12, 1910. 
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[4769] No, 210. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Office, February 12, 1910. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 222 of the 27th Decomber lst relative to 
the judicial murder at Nishapur of two Ismailis at the instigation of the Mahommedan 
clergy. 

Fire your action in pointing out to the Persian Goverment the deplorable 
impression which would be produced in this country if the facts of the case became 
known, and in urging the punishment of the culprits and the dismnissal of the governors of 
Darud and Nichepur, and Thave to request you to take an early opportunity of returning 
to the subject and of stating that His Majesty's Government attach. great importance 
to the exemplary punishment of the authors of these outrages, 

Tam, &e, 
. GREY, 





(5066) No, 211, 


ty Si A: Meolwon to Sir Beard Grey —(Recsived February 18, 

(No. 54. 

(Telegraphic) R. St Petersburgh, February 13,1910. 
HAVE received following memorandum from Russian Government : 


Russian Government are ready to join in immediate advance of 400,000. to Porsian 
Government. They agree with His Majesty's Government that advance should not be 
overloaded with too onerous conditions, and that programme elaborated by two 
Ministers at Tehran could servo as a basis for negotiations with Persian Governmont. 
‘They, however, think it necessary that interest on advance should be 8 per cont. 
or at least 7 ‘per cent., a5 former loans bore 9 to 12 per cent. interest, and a 
futuro external loan could hardly be realised at less than 7 or 8 por cent. interest. 
Further, Russian Government would prefer that advance should in the first placo bo 
guaranteed on customs revenues, and that mint profits should serve only as a 
supplementary guarantee. Instructions in the above senso have been telegraphed to 
Russian Minister at Tehran, who has at the same time been invited to arrange with 
his British colleague that article 4 of conditions referring to railway question. should 
be so drawn up as to exclude possibility of fictitious Persian companies being formed 
for railway construction with fo1 capital to the detriment of Russian and British 
interests. 

Russian Government hope that His Majesty's Government will send similar 
instructions to Sir G. Barclay. 





(5067) No. 212. 


are Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received February 13.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, February 13, 1910. 

Hea troops in Persia, i uy 

Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No, 62 of the 11th February. 

Tt cannot be denied that the retention of the Russian troops in Persia has 
continued for a longer period than would seem to be justified by the circumstances, 
but the proceedings in the Medjliss occurred at the very moment when M. Isvolsky was 
on the point of proposing their withdrawal. I would submit that we should be most 
earoful to avoid giving the impression hero that we have any inclination to disapprove 
of Russia’s attitude, or that we are falling in with the views of the Persian 
Government. 

The Russian Government consider that they have shown great forbearanee, and 
have been particularly patient, that order has only been preserved by the presence of 
the Russian troops, and that the Nationalist cause has, on at least two occasions, viz, 
at Ardebil and at Tabreez, been benefited thereby. The proceedings in the Medjliss 
have been received with calm by the Russian Government, who have now consented 
to contribute their full share of the proposed advance, and in the circumstanices I think 
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thoy deserve much credit for doing so. When we have strengthened our consular 
guards at various places in South Persia the Russian Government have never raised 
any objection, or criticized our action, nor was any exception taken to our proceedings 
when we landed a strong detachment’ at Bushire, or when we seized a depot of arms, 
manu militari, IE we were now led to take any action, or make use of any language, 
whereby the Persians might be induced to believe that there was a divergence of views 
between the two Governments, the good and cordial feeling which has up to now 
characterised the execution of our convention would thereby be impaired. 

‘The press and public are at the present moment much engaged in the discussion 
of Anglo-Rtussian relations generally, and it is therefore especially important just now 
that wo should be very careful not to give any handle to our opponents. 

It is in view of this circumstance that T have ventured to make the above 
observations. 





(6097) No, 213. 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 14.) 


. Tehran, January 19, 1910. 

WITH roference to my telegram No, 788 of the 24th November last, I have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which Ihave received from His 
Majoty/’ acting consulgeneral at Tabreer, reporting, the, abortive negotiations at 
Soujboulak between Imam Kuli Mirza and the Russian Road Company for the naviga- 
tion of Lake Urumia, é ; 

T have, now, as already reported to you in my telegram No. 24 of to-day’s date, 
agreed, in view of the danger of the concession falling under German control, to join my 
Russian colleague in demanding the concession for the Road Company as one of the 
eonditions for a joint advance to the Persian Government, provided the Russian 
Government consents to increase its moiety of the advance to 200,000/, 

Thave, &e. 
G, BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No, 213. 


ing Consul-Goneral Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No, 40.) 

Sin, Tabrece, December 26, 1909. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 216 of the 20th instant, T have the honour 

to subait the following account of the abortive negotiations with Imam Kuli Mirza 

rogarding the navigation of the Lake of Urumia :— 


‘The great difficulty in the negotiations lay in the Prince's reluctance to discuss the 
matter with the Russians direct, He was ready to treat through Mr. Stevens or 
myself with them, but his aversion to di intions was almost insuperable, Tt 
was only after much pressure that I was able to induce him to be present at two 
or three conferences with the Russians, 

Tnmediately after our arrival at Soujboulak I requested Mr. ©, Stovens to open 
negotiations: with Imam Kuli, and explain to hhim the necessity in his own interests. of 
entoting into an arrangement with the JulfiTabreez Road Company. Mr. Stevens 
found the Prince obdurate, L then paid him a visit, In answer to my advice he 

coursed at some length on certain defects of Russian character, and declared that he 
could not enter into ussociation with a people whose nature he knew to be radically 
evil. However, Lat last succeeded in inducing him to take a less emotional view of 
the case, and he consented to open negotiations provided he received satisfucto 
guarantees, On the next day M. Belaiew (secretary of the Russian consulate-general), 

. Triskinski (director of the Road Company), Mr, Stevens, and myself called on the 
Priney, who declared that he could not make any arrangement without being granted 
the protection of the British and Russian Govermn He laid special stress on the 
protection of the British Government, which, he sa cious against the 
‘ationalists, who would assuredly attack him if he gave the concession to the Russians. 
T expressed doubt as to whether His Majesty's Government would consent to grant such 
protection, especially as they have no direct interest in this concern. However, 
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‘MM. Belaiow begged me not to make difficulties on this point, which, he believed, might 
wreck the negotiations, I therefore promised to ask for instriictions. On the next day 
the Prince presented his draft project, which, besides containing impossible financial 
conditions, ended up with a cliuse to the effect that in the event of disputes between 
Imam Kuli and the Road Company the British Government was to be the Arbitnitor. 
I pointed out to the Prince the absurdity of expecting the British Government to incur 
such responsibility in a matter which’ scarcely concerned them, He was, however, 
extremely obstinate on this point, which, I think, largely contributed to the failure 
of the negotiations. He argued that by giving the concession to the Russians he would 
jhoth Hes Mian cariiy ct bie Gommuent ep opie ei ene ey tesa 
sans pure, He would then be entirely af the merey of the Russians, who, he beloved, 
would leave him in the lureh if it suited their policy to do so, He must therefore have. 
a third Government behind him to supply the place of his own, which would no longer 
protect him. After much arguing I thought I had succeeded in persuading him to 
forgo this demand, and to agree to a formula providing for arbitration by Arbitrators to 
be appointed by both parties themselves. It would be too long to deseribe the weary 
negotiations which followed. ‘Th ‘TRominas offorod Yery good terma, and nee ox twice 
it almost seemed as if'an agreement would be reached, _ But the Prince, whose irresolu- 
tion is remarkable even for a Persian, changed his mind from day to day, At last, 
convinced that he had no intention of coming to wn agreement and was purposely 
proposing impossible conditions, we offered him our lust terms, which he refused to 
accept, whereupon we lef& Soujboulak. 

T am inclined to think that at one time the Pringo intended coming to an 
agreement, but, perhaps, only on the condition that he should receive British protection, 
not only against Persia, but also against Russia. When he saw this could not be 

4; his ineradicable distrust of the Russians and the threats he was undoubtedly 
receiving from ‘Tehran and Tabreez while we were at, Soujboulak made negotiations 
with him hopeless, He showed no telegrams, purporting to have come from Sardar 
Assal, of a menacing nature, strictly forbidding him to come to terms with foreigners, 
Morcover, an emissary from Tabreez, either from the Anjuman or the Persian syndicato 
which covets the lake, followed us to Soujboulak, After his arrival the Prince became 
even more hopeless than before, 

Tam inclined to think that Tmam Kuli Mirza, who is not without religious 
fanaticism, weighed the advantayes and disadvantages of the question, according to his 
own lights, and finally decided to Fisk lading) the lako rather thai Josing hia happiness 
iy this world and the next. He is proud of his rank as a Prince of the Blood, and 
he idea of losing the very general respect with which his countrymen inyariubly treat 
him must have been very painful to him, He is an old man, and no doubt’ thinks 
it preferable, even at the cost of some pecuninn ce, such as involved in the loss 
of the Inke, to end his life in peace and honour on the riches he already possesses 


rather than to enter into a combination, which he considers of uncertain material 
advs i 


id wwould probably ruin him’ materially, Against the old man’s obstinato 
hatred of the Russians and his very real fear of his own people it was hopeless to 
argue. It is, of course, within the range of possibility that his obstinaey was due to 
hopes he had been given of German support. 

Imam Kuli is undoubtedly in negotiation with the Persian syndicate, This 
syndicate has forwarded to the Medjliss an application for the concession of the roads 
round the lake, one-third of the shares to be open to foreigners, Mukhber-es-Sultanch 
told me that the scheme in its present form is quite impracticable, but that it might 
be modified and rendered workable. In that ease he thought that the syndicate would 
go into partnership with Imam Kuli for the navigation of the lake. ‘The governor 
declared that Imai Kuli’e concession is valueless, as it is a“ tiyyul,” which has been 
abolished by Parliament, Imam Kuli’s own declarations regarding’ his firmans con- 
tradict this statement, but, as nobody appears to have seen his documents, it is 
difficult to be sure of the matter, In any case, it is quite evident that this Persian 

ate either already has an understanding with Imam Kuli or is working for such 
dersi If the lake falls into its hands, there seems to be little doubt that 
int , either secret or open, will be predominant in the concern, ‘The 


Persians are incapable of managing the navigation without foreign assistance, aud a 
1704) 2G 
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Persian company, of which Agha Rahim is the leading member, is sure to look to the 
Gertane for help. It ie nce impossible that Imam full, terred of the consequences 
of his opposition to the Russians, may rush into an agreement with the Germans in 
order to find protection against Russian attacks, It would, however, be difficult for 
hhim to associate Germarfs directly in the enterprise. In a moment of confidence he 
told mo that in one of his firmans it, was expressly stated that he had not the right. to 
associate foreigners with himself in the navigation of the lake, but that, if ever the 
Persian Government relaxed this restriction, Russians must have the preference over 
all othor foreigners. In view of this, it would be difficult for the Germans to participate 
directly in the enterprise, ‘The danger is rather from some Persian combination backed 

Germans, ‘This danigor cannot be disregurded, and it would be unwise to lose any 
time in taking the necessary steps to obtain the concession for the Road Company froin 
the Persian Government direct. 

Thave, &e. 


W. A. SMART. 





[5098] No. 214. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reeeived February 14.) 
ge S) Tehran, January 19, 1910. 

” WITH reference to my despatch No. 220 of the 17th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, 
regarding the present situation in the province of Fars. x 

This despatch forme the subject of my telegram to you No.1 ofthe Iot instant 
have, de, 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 214, 


Acting Consul Bil to Sir @. Barclay. 
- 49 a, 
Sei Shiraz, Decomber 15, 1909. 
IN view of the deplorable occurrence of the past month, which has been set out in 
my “Shiraz News," I desire to modify to somo extent the views expressed in the scheme 
forwarded with my despatch No, 36/M, dated the Ist September, 1909, ‘The Boir 
Ahmadi marauders have for more than a month been operating to an extensiv 
various points, ranging from Dastarjin, 40 miles below Shiraz, to the Ure 
the near neighbourhood of Ispaban, and each of their large robberies has been pe 
trated by a band certainly exceeding 100 in number. Moreover, they have sliown the 
utmost determination whenover they have been resisted, and their success in pillagiv 
completely 0 caravan protected by Russian and Poruan cosas, and by the preigeo 
tho Russian consul-general, ha made them so bold that, until they have been 
chastised, T fear there could be no hope of success for any force composed of Persians 
and organised on the lines suggested in my despatch above quoted, even if increased to 
600 men. T doubt whether any inhabitants of Fars, except the Kashgai, would face a 
strong body of Boir Ahmadi at all, even with « strong numerical superiority, and I 
juestion whether even the Kashgai would face them, except with very superior forces. 
Ithough there is no definite evidence, I have personally very little doubt that they 
did not enter upon this very extensive series of robberies without some kind of 
assurance from Soulet-ed-Dowleh that he would not view their proceedings with dis 
favour, but in this province, as the Kawami family have often found in their dealings 
with the Khamseh, it is much easier to start people robbing than to stop them, and it 
is very doubtful whether Soulet himself could keep the Boir Ahmadi permanently quiet 


now, although it is probable that a threat of reprisals from him would lead them to~ 


sist until the next favourable opportunity. ; 

2 In this connection [ enclose, for your information, an account given by one of 
the sulferers of a robbery which was reported in Shiraz News” for the 8th Décember, 
1909, and is very typical of the recent occurrences on the Bushire-Ispaban trade route. 
Toil bo observed that in the cas, although a single Kashgai is reported to have been 
present, there is no suggestion that the Kashgai participated in any force, and the 
robbers were Boir Ahmadi. ‘There can be no doubt, I think, of the correctness of the 
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statement that only genuine co-operation between the Kashgai and Bakhtiari would 
avail for the complete subjugation of this marauding tribe, as, unless they were 
attacked on both sides simultaneously, it would be extremely difficult to comer so 
active and hardy a race of mountaineers. Of this co-operation there appears to be a 
Yory scanty prospect, ‘The Kasbgai in general, and their Mkbani in putiula, aro 
intensely jealous of the prominent mn in Persia which recent events have given to 
hie BALA cary lines tiby fount et InloRs Us| Cheamlyee bh Eaves acd RtE 
numbers, and there would be a serious dunger of operations, undertaken in common by 
Kashgai and Bakhtiari, turning into hostilities between them, 

3. I venture to suggest that the situation, which is merely the logical developments 
of the yridual collapse of prestige which the last few years have brought upon the 
central authority, has now reached a point at which it demands the serious attention 
of foreign Powers interested in Persia. ‘The movement, not merely of legitimate 
commerce, but even of individual travellers, is now attended with so much danger, 
in spite of the laudable energy displayed by the present Governor-General, that i 
nothing short: of « farce to continue to treat with the Persian authorities on the usual 
assumptions which underlie all intercourse between civilised nations, As an illustration 
of the present feeling in Fars, I may quote the remark made by a muleteer recently 
arrived from Bushire to the local agent of Messrs Ziegler. The latter asked the muloteer 
to go to the British consulate to give me an uccount of his experience on the road 
“What is the good of going to the consuls,” was the reply, “when they cannot even 
defend themselves?” ‘The remark is perfectly justified, seeing that at the present 
moment the Russian consul-general is unable to proceed to his head-quarters at Piste 
‘on account of the recent attack upon him, and there is no immediate prospect of his 
being able to attempt the journey. The same considerations, of course, apply to the 
withdrawal of the British detachment. at Shiraz. While I have very litle doubt of 
their ability, owing solely to the presence of the Maxim gun, to foree their way to the 
coast, I should be very sorry to recommend a movement which could not be carried 
out without, serious risk of loss of life. ‘This position of atfairs would bo of less 
importance if it were possible to discern the slightest prospect of an improvement in 
the essential features of the situation. But of this, as I have already indicated, there 
is at present no sign whatever, On the contrary, the conditions which have rendered 
possible the deplorable events of the last few weeks, seem to be about the only thing 
1m Persia which shows unmistakable signs of permanence. 

4. The policy of His Majesty's Government is authoritatively stated on page 48 
of the Persia Bluebook, No. 2, of 1909, namely, that “His Majesty’s Government are 
disposed to think that the best course to adopt would be for Great Britain and Russia 
to stand en of from the internal affairs of Persia, allowing the existing chaos 

hatever clement in the eountry is strongest gains the day. During 
would be prepared to face the danger which might be to 
th commercial interests.” In the face of this statement of policy it is with 

ture to suzgest that the time must infallibly come 

it has not come already, when mere abstention will no longer meet. the ung 
of the case T ean only base this suggestion on the fuct, which appears to 
tue patent, that the situation eannot get. permanently better und must get worse, and 
that there is no sign that the period of anarchy during which His Majesty's Government: 
aro prepared to face the danger to British commercial interests will reach its anticipated 
term in the triumph of some definite element in the country. On the contrary, the 
whole of Persian history is a constantly recurring series of periods of more or less 

prolonged disorder, frequently lasting for severil decades, 


5, The form of action which I venture to put forward as the least objectionable is 
the followin 


His Majesty's Government would notify the Tehran authorities that on uecount of 
(a) the extreme danger to foreign subjects whose legitimate avocations compel them to 
travel from place to place in. Persi in. 1909 alone, the robbery of Mr, Gentleman 
in March, Mr. Linton and Mr, pril, Mr. Middleton in June, Messrs, Wright 
and James in August, and the Russian cousul-general in November, every one of which 
robberies has remained absolutely unpunished ; (8) the evergrowing list of foreign 
claims for goods robbed on the trade route, which has risen in (909 in Fars alone 
from 40,609'3 tomans to 57,069'8 tomans ; (c) the regular increase in the wilful damae 
account of the Indo-European Telegraph Department which is already about double the 
last year's total (Ist ap 1908-Ist February, 190), and of yet more importance, 
the Continual danger of assault and robbery run by the telegraph ghulams on repairing 
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duty, which has frequently menaced the line with total interruption owing to the 
natural reluctance of the men to go out, the time has come for the Persian Government 
to show its ability to establish and maintain order, or to acquiesce in the punishment 
of the most prominent offenders by a British fores, the co-operation of a Persian force, 
if thought desirable, being weleomed. On_the eventual collapse of the Persian effort, 
if made at all, the landing of a British punitive force would follow. 


6. ‘The tribe to be singled out for punishment is in my opinion the Boir Ahmadi 
Kuhgélu. ‘They have been the most conspicuous marauders of the last year; they 
have acquired a great reputation, and their condiga punishment would produce 
corresponding effect among other robber tribes; their country, in the hinterland of 
Behbeban, is comparatively accessible from the sea, and a march through it, with the 
destruction of their towers, and the capture or starvation of their flocks, could be 
effected without necessarily involving hostilities with any other tribe. It would, how- 
ever, a8 indicated above, be a difficult matter to corner them, and they would probably 
move en masuo into Bakhtiari or Kashgai territory, or in the direetion of Yerd ; and T 
would certainly not suggest their being followed up in either contingenoy. I believe, 
though, that their continued presence would be so irksome to the tribe harbouring them 
that theso would readily do {br us what thoy would not do for each other, and compel 
them to submit, especially if threatened with a British attack. 

Vilian, Lshould hesitate to volunteer recommendations as to the strength 
‘or composition of the foree required, which could be better estimated by the Intelligence 
brinch in India, but it is obvious thatthe geason for operations is the spring or autumn, 
and that the expedition could be begun from either Ahwaz or Bunder Dilam, 

8. Of course, Persia is a country of kaleidoscopic changes, and it: is possible that 
the next few weeks may produce some unforeseen change for the better; but I have 
fult it my duty to emphasise the fact that no signs of any such ch: 
disoorned, and’to lay before you what is in my judgment the only possible means of 
restoring conditions in which British trade and travellers ean circulate without serious 
danger to life and property, Twould point out in conclusion that if the necessity of 
active measures is recognised, the sooner they are undertaken the better, as with each 
successful robbery the robbers become better armed, better organised and bolder. 


Thave, &. 
J. H. BILL, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 214, 
Statement of Meshedi Kamber, Behbehani. 


1 WAS with « caravan consisting of 162 mules and ten donkeys from Bushire to 
Shiraz, 
‘At Abmadi they took 12 krans per kamand (= eirea 25 mules), and sold barley at 
2°25 krans local price being 1°50 krans, 
1 samme as above, 
he same, Kah also 2 krans ; local prices “50 krans. 
‘At Daliki’ Bridge, 4 kkrans per kamand, errs. 
‘At Konartakhtch and Kamarij, no improper charges. Mullah Khursid is doing 
well, 
At Kazorun, ditto, 
No illegal charges this side of Kazerun, 4 
Wo reached the tower on the Sina Safid about 11 4.4. We bad with us fourteen 
tuflmngchis from Dastarjin, two soldiers and one sowar of Fath-ul-Mulks. ‘The robbers 
eld the ridge above the road from the tower {* busj") to the spring (Chashina-i-Mervarid). 
‘Tho first shot was fired in front, killing the sowar. ‘The tufangehis, who were also in 
front, ran away, and the robbers closed in on the rear of the caravan. They carried away 
the whole of the earavin, and stripped and beat us. ‘They carried away one of my 
men, Idi by name, ‘They took him to a point called Haft Barm-i-Kudian, 3 fursalhs 
up stream from the Zinis ; there they tied his hands and left him. ‘They took 
z to help with the 
ty-live mules and two donkeys, with all my clothes, and 
1 possessed. : 
‘The robbers area section of Boir Ahmadi called ‘Tamuradi, ‘They were enemies of 
Karim Khan, and as long as he lived they inhabited the Bakhtiari country, Since last 


ny 


yeat they have come east. Their leader is Koi (Kaid?) Muhammad Ali, ‘They have 
reoently raided Bakhtiari territory with Mullah Kobad, and carried off 12,000 shee 

Our Joads were mainly piecogoods, The Boir Ahmadi sell these mainly in An 
and Behbehan, 

‘The only way of dealing with them is for the Bakhtiari and Soulet-ed-Dowleh to 
co-operate. ‘The whole Boir Ahmadi tribe could raise 10,000 men ; few mounted. They 
are each equal to one Kashgai, and 100 of the other inhabitants of Fars. ‘They have 
four strong towers, which could not be taken without artillery. 

One Kashgai was seen in the band of robbers. 

Principal robbers among Boir Ahmadi are now Ka Zafar, Mullah Ali Panah, Koi 
Hasal. ‘They have plenty of Martinis, few magazine rifles, Since Karim Khan's death 
they have dropped cultivation entirely. ‘They have no settlements. 

Karim Khan left two sons, 6 or 7 years old. ‘The present titular chief is Shru- 
kullab, half brother on the mother’s side of Karim Khan, ‘The general idea is that he 
is only temporary, till Karim Khan's sons grow up. 

Q. Would it be possible to punish them by excluding them from their markets? 

A. No. Since there has been no Shah and no governor (sic), we ure all obliged to 
oop in with the robbers, Anyone who refused them anything would certainly be killed 
in the long run. 


OO 
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Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hitward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 


Tehran, January 23, 1910. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit. herewith a copy of a report which M. Bizot has 

submitted to the Minister of Finance recommending the engagement of a foreign 

treasurer-general and of six other foreign experts in the Department of Financo. 

The relations of France with the two Powers which are the creditors of Persia, the 

of M. Bizot at ‘Tehran as financial adviser to the Persian Government, and tho 

tion of the Persian Government to the French Government in the spring of last 

‘year for the loan of French financial experts eombine to indicate France as the Power 

to which it is desirable that Persia should now apply for the soven officials whom 

M. Bizot considers necessary, and a condition sine qu@ non of the joint advance from 

the two Powers, which is now the subject of pourparlers between London and 

St. Petersbuirgh, should be the formal invitation from the Persian Government to tho 
French G int to lend the seven experts, 

My Russian colleague and I were in hopes at one time that the Persian Govern- 
ment would, for reasons of amour-propre, apply to the French Government 
spontaneously in the sense desired, which might have staved off objections from an 
other Power; but though the Minister for Foreign Affairs told us that the Cabinet hi 
decided to adopt M. Bizot’s recommendations and to apply to France for tho experts in 
austin, no stops have yet teun taken to give effect this decision, which doubles 
would require the approval of the Medjliss, My Russian colleague tells me that the 
German Ambassador at St, Petersburgh has already raised the question of the right of 
other Powers in the matter of advisers, showing that Germany, while recognising the 
preferential rights of the two Powers as against others to deinand the engagement of 
tots own nationals, expects equal treatment in this matter as compared with other 
Powers, It is therefore more than ever desirable that the Persian Government should 
act with an appearance of spontaneity, and we are urging the Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs to spare us tho necussty of imposing, a a emdidon to the proposed jont 
advance, a reform which the Cabinet have admitted to be necessary, 

As you are already aware, M. Bizot’s contract expires towards the end of next 
month. “He would certainly refuse to renew it. But feeling that he is under. a moral 

at-a moment when there at least seems some possibili 
ing by his advice, he is willing to remain in the Persian service 
sionally, should the recomme in his report be adopted, in which case he 
; most useful it to Paris to aid and hasten the French 
in its selection of the officials needed, He would return with them to 
2H 
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Tehran and start them in their work, after which he thinks the post of adviser might 
be abolished. ees 


ke. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 215. 
Report by M. Bizot. 


SON Excellence le Ministre des Finances m'a fuit Yhonneur de me demander 
quelles seraient, & mon avis, les mesures immédiates & prendre pour réaliser les réformes 
néeessaires dans son administration. ij ‘ 

Sak rus, dans le préent rapport lo situntion actuelle, ses dats es amcor 
tions qui ont été apportées dgja, celles qui restent & faire pour consolider et étendte les 
résultats obtenus, = 

Ta base de Vorganisation financidre se trouve dans les budgets provinciaux et Ie 
budget de Administration centrale, 

(A.) Les budgets provineiaux comprennent :— 


1. Un état sommaire des impOts & pereevoir dans Ia province. 
2, Une liste des dépenses imputées sur les revenus de la province, 


Recettes. 


Tes ketabjes des provinces n'indiquent comme recettes qu'une somme globale, 
Cotte somme reste & peu prés immusble d’année en année. Elle ne yarie que lorsque 
dos réductions d'impots ou des exemptions ont été accordées d certains contribuables, 
soit par faveur, soit & la suite de réclamations, La caractéristique de ces exemptions 

nitielles ow totales est que, une fois accordées, elles sont acquises pour Yavenir, 
Indéfiniment, bien que la raison qui avait pu les faire admettre—une mauvaise récolte, 
par exemple—n'edt 66 que passagere. - 

‘Toute réduction ou suppression inscrite A un budget provincial y demeure & 
perpétuité, ‘ 

Ta fixité de Vimpdt dans chaque province a pour conséquence une trés grande 
inggalité dans la répartition des charges; des terres, aujourd’hui incultes ou 
abandonnées, continuent & payer le maliat, tandis que des villages trés riches en 


devrait sadapter aux transformations constantes 
xité, comprise d’une fagon aussi absolue, aboutit 


‘Les listes oflicielles des redevables de Yimpét qui se trouvent dans la province 
sont comme limpdt luiméme—A peu pris immuables, Or, de nombreux changements 
0 sont produits depuis In confection de ces listes, les villages ont changé de pro- 

‘iétaires, des contribuables ont. disparu, A cbté des listes officiclles, les collecteurs 

impOts tiennent des notes oi ils inscrivent les noma des personnes auxquelles ils ont 
Thabitude de réclamer le maliat, Ceux qui sont depuis longtemps dans un district 
savent A qui ils doivent sludresser ct n’ont pas méme de listes de perception, 

Contre Varbitraire des gouverneurs et des collecteurs d'impdt, les contribuables 
niont dlautre garantie que sa fixité. Ils protestent contre les taxes quils n'ont pas 
coutuine de payer; mais ils n'ont aucun recours légal contre les mesures coercitives des ~ 
gouverneurs. ages : 

On sait que les gouverneurs ont, avec Ie temps, réussi A majorer les contributions 
officiolloment sissignées a leur province. Ils se sont créés des ressources occultes dont on 
ne pout pas toujours réussir & leur faire rendre compte, 


ng 


Diépenses. 


Si les budgets des provinces n’indiquent pour les recettes qu'une somme globale, 
{ls donnent au contraire le détail trés complet des dépenses, Ces dépenses ne sont pour 
Ja plupart et, sauf celles de Yarméo, que des dépenses de truitements ou de pensions 
classées suivant le rang social des bénéticiaires, 

(B) Le budget de ' Administration centrale est alimenté par 'exeédent des recottes 
des provinces et les revenus de I’Etat autres que le maliat, Les dépenses comprennent 
les dépenses de la cour, des Ministres, et les dépenses extraordinaires, 

Les totaux de ces divers budgets devraient étre, et étaient autrefois, additionnés 

ur faire apparaitre leur résultat d’ensemble, soit en équilibre, soit avec tin exeédent 
is recettes ou un déficit. 

‘On a depuis plusieurs années renoncé a ce travail, dont les conclusions eussent 6t6 
trop évidentes; dlailleurs, chaque année, les dépenses imprévues non inscrites dans les 
budgets venaient en rompre l'équilibre. On payait ces dépenses considérées comme 
urgentes et ov lvissait en suspens d'autres dépenses prévues, sans songer qu'on 
augmentait ainsi la dette du pays. 

La multiplicité des budgets a occasionné des abus, qui ont été maintes fois signalés, 
Beaucoup de personnes ont réussi & se faire allouer plusieurs pensions ou plusieurs 
traitements payables dans diverses provinces sans que puissn apparattre limportance 
injustifide du chiffre total de ces rémunérations, i 

En présence de cette situation bien connue et incontestée un Ministre des Finances 
Aésireux de faire des réformes devait s'imposer le programme suivant ;— 


1, Dresser un budget unique comprenant toutes les recettes et toutes les dépenses 
do VEmpire; classer Tes dépenses dans un ordre logique, conformed Ia répartition 
actuelle des services par Ministre avee un chef responsable. 

2. Créer dans chayue Ministire un comptabilité uniforme répondant. Ja nouvelle 
organisation budgétaire et, au Ministdre des Finances, une comptabilité générale do 
toutes les opérations de recettes et de dépenses prévues au budget—comptabilités 
ayant pour point de départ les votes du Parlement et destinées 2 fare resjeater sa 
volonté. 

8. Asseoit le maliat sur des bases rationnelles, donner & ect impdt la souplesse qui 
Jui permette de suivre les variations de la matidre imposable et de béndficier du 
sldyeloppeen® commnordal et avdustriel di faye 

Drosase’ das rls reirulisre)atta\idte Jom, personnes, exomptas A fort donner au 
contribuiables des garanties contre les impositions illégales et abusives 

4. Créer 4 Téhéran et dans lex provinces des bureaux de pereeption et de paye- 
ment, entre les mains dagents du Ministre des Finances, pour soustraire ees services & 
Yomnipotence des gouverneurs. 

Donner aux contribuables des garantios d'encaissements réguliers, conformes aux 
roles préalablement dressés, et, aux eréanciers, "assurance d’étre payés, 

5, Mettre ces bureaux sous les ordres d'un chef responsable, et onaniser Ia 
centralisation des recettes et des dépenses des diverses administrations pour afformir lea 
droits supéricurs duu Ministare des Finances dans Yexéoution du budget. 

;. Pourvoir, par des impOts nouveaux, 4 Vinsuffisance des ressources actuclles, 

7. Créer une cour des comptes, 


Le Ministre des Finances s'est mis au travail avec ardeur; il a voulu commencer 
cette couvre difficile ;— 


1, On a eré6 au Ministdre un Bureau du Budget, qui a pour mission de rédiger en 
une forme claire les anciens budgets des provinces, Ce travail était le préliminaire 
indispensable 3,14 confection d'un budget unique conforme aux rdgles d'une moderno 
comptabilité d'Iitat, 

2, Les différents: Ministres ont été invitds & fournir la listo des dépenses de leur 
département, classées par service, 

3. Des comptes, encore sommaires il est vrai, ont été tenus au Ministre des 
Finances, de toute les autorisations de payement soumises la signature du Ministre, 
On se propose de donner peu & peu & ces comptes de plus grands développements, 

4. Les recottes, qui restaient autrefois & la disposition du Ministdre des Finances 
entre les mains de ceux qui les pereovaient, ont été versées 4 la Banque Impériule 0 
un compte de Trésorerie; le Ministre des Finances peut seul en disposer, 
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‘Afin d'éviter les dangers de la formation d’une nouvelle dette flottante, on a décidé 
que ce compte présenterait toujours un solde eréditeur. 

5. Une caisse dépendant du Ministire des Finances a été fondée sous le nom de 
Trésoreie de Téhéron, Qn a voulu fire pour ln province do Téhéran, un emai do 
perception du malint ’aprds les principes dj exposés. Fi : 

Fiano © ess les rles de Ta provinee et con 3 cette ease le soin de recouvrer 
Yimp6t. 
DT Aline Siar dacectersa champ d’expérience ayant d’étendre & toute Ia Perse un 
aysttme nouveau. Cet essai a fait apparattre les vices de Yorganisation actuelle, la 
ificulté de connaltre lee véritables débiteurs de Vimpét, la nécessité d'une réforme 
compldte de Passiotte de limpet. 

6, Le Ministre des Finances a déposé 4 la Chambre, pour étre soumis & son 
approbation, un projet de loi sur la comptabilité publique. ; 

7, Llorganisation dune Cour des Comptes est & V'étude; un projet de loi sera 
prochiainement remis & la Chambre, 


Neécossité Zengager des Agente curopéens. 


On est done entré dans la voie des réformes, Tl faut poursuivre et mener & bien 
Yeouyre commencée. 
Pour éviter les lentours, les hésitations, et les fautes que T'inexpérience pourrait 
ceasionner dans l'application de principes nouveaux ou depuis longtemps abandonnés, 
ur aller directement au. but poursuivi, le Gouvernement doit faire appel an concours 
hommes éprouvés, rompus i ees méthode de progres. 


rganisation d'un Service de Trésoreric. 


La tonue d'une comptabilité en parfait accord avec les autorisations budgétaires, 
poovant fOumnis 8 la, Chatabre” la prouve qweuoune gpense non approuvée n'a été 
ayée, que les imphts ont été pergus, Jes revenus de I'Stat encaissés conformément 

la loi, suppose que des agents de I'Etat soient placés sous les ordres d'un chef 
ayant pour principal souet de leur enseigner les rdgles essentielles et de les faire 
rospecter, 

TTI JaNty Gaba ‘cbugiie province installer‘ dos tréeoretibs locales dont. Yeo upérations 
soiont centralisdes 4 T'éhéran et désigner & Téhéran un trésorier général, appliquant 
partout los mémes rogles, vérifiant les comptes de ses subordonnés avant de les adrosser 
‘uu Ministre des Finanices, rappelant les agents a lexdoution de leurs devoirs, renseignant 
Dele joule MUinitse hie a RUNG CN, 

Jo" propose que les fonctions du trésorier général soient confiées & un agent 
européen, pares que les réformes sont. urgentes, et qu'en état actuel un fonctionnaire 
européen me semble naturellement indiqué pour initier sans retard les agents persans 
ces méthodes 


Co fouotionnnire européen devrait ttre fortement, appuyé par lo Gouvernement 
h 


Impérial afin qu'il ne se laisse rebuter ni par les obstacles inhérents 2 cette couvre, ni 
pur Yopposition de ceux qu’elle lsera dans leurs habitudes ou lours intéréts parti- 
culiens, 

‘Le trésorier général aurait pour mission— 


1, De_percevoir le maliat et les autres revenus ne faisant pas partie d'une 
administration distinete, 

2. Do payer les dépenses publiques conformément aux autorisations budgétaires. 

8, De cantraliser les revenus de Empire, 

4, De contraliser et de vérifier les comptes des agents de ‘Téhéran et des provinces 
sous ses ordres, 

de ssisté d'un comptable européen connaissant par une longue prati 
tous les detail goritures, et d'un inspectour également européen, chargé dorganiser 
Jes services dans les pro itier sur place, ot de rendre compte & son chef 
des difficultés Wexéoution. : 

Liexamen de ces difficultés journalidres donnera au trésorier général, plus que 
tous los renseignements recusillis au cours d'études préliminaires, Yoceasion de connaitre 
les besoin dw ps vices Worganisation dont il souffie, et dapporter toutes les 
amliorations dans une vole nettement tracée. 
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Création du Service des Contributions directes : Organisation de la Propriété 
‘immobilitre. 


Un des grands principes des législations financidres modemes est de confier & dea 
agents distinets Vassiette et la perception de Vimpot. 

Jes agents qui fixent Ja quoteyare de chucun dans In répatition de YimpOt ot 
liquident les droits de Y'itat n'ont pas qualité pour percevoir ces droits, Les 
collecteurs des impéts n'interviennent pas dans la liquidation des taxes; ils les 
encaissent suivant des roles ou tats préalablement établis par une administration 
distincte et indépendante. 

Lapplication de cette rigle donne de sérieuses garanties aussi bien aux con- 
tribuables qu’a Y'Btat contre les errours ot les exactions des agents du Fiso, 

Ce prineipe ne peut pas toujours étre observé, mais il doit étre absolument: respect 
en e@ qui concerne les impdts directs, le maliat. 

La erdation du Service des Contributions directes est nécossaire— 


1. Pour remédier aux inconvénients d'un systtme de fixité dans le montant de 
appliqué ayee tne nuisible rigueur. 

‘our faire cesser les difficultés de perception signalées par les agents do la 
eaisse de Téhéran, rendre sans effet lo refs de certains anciens perceptours de se 
dessuisir de lours listes coutumitres, de livrer le secret de leurs opérations, 

8. Pour douner aux contribuables un recours contre les erreurs et les abus, 


Cette administration sera charge de préparer lls en matibre dimpéte direst 
de liquider les taxes en exécution de ces lois, et de dresser les roles annuela destings & 
Gtre remis aux agents de perception, 

Limpét foncier ne pourra dtre réparti avec équité sans un recensement ou cadastre 
sénéral des propristés immobil Crest encore & Administration des Coutributions 
irectes qu'il appartiendra d’étudier les conditions d'exéeution do oo eadastre, 

Ce serait sortir de mon sujet que d’exposor Ia marche A suivre pour arriver 4 une 

Brompte revision du rovenn des proprités, immobilibres dovant serve de. Ingo & VimpOt 
je voudrais appeler Vattention de la Chambre sur tne réforme qui pourrait dire 
comineticde en méme temps que Ie eadastre et qui, si elle était adoptéo, stmplifierait lo 
travail et en réduirait les frais, 

La question de Vorganisation de la propriété immobilidre touche en Perse aux 
intéréts les plus graves, ‘Tout le monde connalt les dangers auxquela sexposent coux 
qui veulent acheter un immeuble ou fiire un prot sur hypothdque, Slagit-il d'achoter 
une terre, le vendeur présente des titres parfaitement’ en rdgle, revétus de toutes lea 
signatures et formalités requises. Ces titres ne donnent cependant aucune garantic 
ATaog ui peut toujours eraindre d’étre évinoé par suite d'une revendication 
Sappuyant sur un titre plus ancien ou sur un achat antérieur, 

Un propriétaire yeut-il emprunter en donnanit hypothéque sur sa terre, on hésite 5 
le prateur ne sait pas si cette terre n'est pas dgja grovée de charges qui rendront 
illusoire son droit de pniférence 

Ces craintes sont si réelles que Thypothdque n'est plus en usige; on lui substitne 
Ja vente aveo droit do rachat, Gatte Ruma dp contrat fe lo grave inconvéniont do 
priver le propristaire de la possession et des revenus de son bien ; elle n'empéche pas les 
contestations fidquentes et les procds eotiteux, 

Les propristaires fonciers sont obérés de dottes et ne peuvent plus faire appel 
au erddit. 

Pour obvier aux dangers que je signale, on a adopté divers systimes organisation 
immobilidre. Un des plus pertectionnés est connu sons le nom de systdme de I’ Act 
Torrens.” Il a été introduit en Australie en 1861 et copié depuis, en Tunisie, 
notamment, avec quelques modifications, Les prineipes essenticls sur lesquels repose 
Téconomig de ot syntame pouvent ox rommor sins: Low propeistures ftnelera qui 

systdine est facultatif—déposent leurs titres dans un bureau 
J ‘ande dimmatriculation, Ce bureau examine les titres, lea 
ifie, procéde & toutes les enquétes, opérations de bornage on autres destindes d établir 
ne fagon précise Pétendue et la délimitation de la propriété. 

Ta demands dimmatriculation est publide dati’ fos journoux, afichés’ dans Jos 
localités intéressées, pour permettre A tous ceux qui prétendent avoir des droits sur le 
méme immeuble de les fuure valoir, Les réclamations ou oppositions sont examindes 
avec un tres grand soin, Quand Tenquéte est terminge, quand les droits des 


propridtaires sont indiscutablement établis, on annule Jes auciens titres et on remet aut 
{1704} 21 
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propristaire un titre ou certificat d'immatriculation sur lequel sont inscrites les charges 
Gui grevent la propriété, Ce titre eonstitue une prouve irréfutable des droits du 
thécaires. Un double de ce titre est conservé dans 

na un “Livre matrice.” Si plus tard, le propriétaire 

fer son titre; aucune charge non 

Tout droit réel non inscrit 

ft les droits du_propriétaire doit 

lation, donner lieu 4 Ia confection 


mais les 
Yadopter, 


pourraient étre, 
irement, remis entre les mémes mains, ete 
Si le Gouvernement Impérial veut adopter ces vues et retirer de cette organisation 
tous les avantages qu’elle présente, il doit engayer un fonctionnaire étranger comme 
dirootonr des Contributions directes, Ce directeur devrait étre secondé par un inspecteur 
6galoment, dtranger. 


Nécessité d'Impéts nouveaux : Création du Service de UEnregistrement, 


Une dos préocoupations constantes duu Ministre des Finances doit étre derechercher 
Jos ressources pormettant do faire fuco aux dépenses, de rétablir Véquilibre du budget. 
Deo impdts nouveaux gont névossaires. . 

no sera pas bien difficile au Ministre des Finances de trouver de nouvelles 
sources de rovenus. Des eatdgories entidres dimpdts, en usage dans Ia plupart des pays 
Gtrangers, n'existont pas on Perse, ou sont d'un produit infime & cause du manque 
absolut d’organisation, Ae: i 

Lo Ministre des Finances doit en ce moment sattacher & établir des impots qui ne 
svient pas trop onéreux, qui ne souldvent pas de trop vives protestations et soient 
faciles 4 percovoir. ‘ “ . 

Partni los droits & généraliger, il ne me semble pas qu'il y en ait de plus productits 
ot dont la perception soit plus uisée, que les droits denregistrement et de timbre. 

Llourogistrement est une formalité dont les contribuables peuvent: retirer de 
aérieux avantages, puisqu‘elle donne date certaine aux actes et fournit une preuve de 
lour existence, ‘ ; 4 . 

‘Liimpot pergu d Yoceasion de Venregistrement des actes, si méme il est trds étenda, 
no sera done pas mal accueilli par le pays. 

Tes droits de timbro ot dlenregistrement sont encore mal réglementés et tres 
inggalement assis, : rs 

‘Jo mlempresse de dire qu'au Ministire de In Justice on a fait de sérieux efforts 

nur régulurisor la poreeption des droits ; mais, d’autre part, la détermination des taxes 
Ptppliquor est tris dalicato, Il importe d'tablir des tarifs aveo dea droits propor= 

Indes 4 Fimportanee des uctes, aux intéréts qu’ils garantissent, Tl ne faut pas que 
dos tarifs trop dlovés soient un obstacle & la confection méme des actes et & leur produe- 
tion on justice, 

Un homme d'expérience doit guider les débuts de cette réforme. Son role sera 
étudior Is nature des astes pasables de, droits, de proposes des tarts eonfurmes 
2 Téquits,clonganisor Les bureaux de perception, ot cuntralioer leurs travans. 

n directeur stranger et un autre fonctionnaire étranger ayant rang d'inspecteur 
ou de recoveur, rendraient au pays de trds grands services. On ne peut gure contester 
In négessité do lour engagement. 

Le Service des Contributions directes et le Service de I'Enregistrement sont 
Gtroitement lids., Cest dans les bureaux de Yenregistrement que les agents des 
contributions direotes puisent les renseignements dont ils ont besoin en ce qui concerne 
Jes mutations, ventes, ou locations immobilidres . . . ., est au Service des Contributions 
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directes que les agents de !Enregistrement demandent leur évaluation du revenu des 
propriétés immobiligres pouvant servir de base aux droits de mutation, 

Dans Yorganisation d’un nouveau régime hypothéeaire le concours des agents 
de lEnregistrement serait indispensable, Ei France, oit le syst?me dimmatriculation et 
de publicité des actes translatifa de propriété ou de droits réels immobiliers est différent 
de celui qui a été exposé, ce sont des agents dépendant du Service de I'Enregistrement, 
les conservateurs des hypothques, qui sont chargés de tenir les registres de transerip: 
tion des actes de mutation, dlinscription des hypoth®ques, et d'effectuer les formalités 
destinées 2 sauvegarder les droits des tiers par une large publicits 

Si je propose dés maintenant, et: en méme temps, Vorganisation de ces divers services 
sur des’ bases communes, c'est précisément & eause de In conuexité qu'ils ont entre eux, 

En résumé, les principales raisons qui me poussent & demander au Gouvernement 
Impérial de faire largement appel A des chefs de service étrangers sont les suivantes :— 


1, organisation dans un pays de services nouveaux demande des connaissances 
techniques et une grande expérience, qu’on ne peut, naturellement, rencontrer quo chez 
ceux qui ont la pratique de ces services, 

2 Tl est, avant tout, nécessaire de fortifier 'Administration du Ministtre des 
Finances. 


Les lois votées par le Parlement doivent étre appliquées dans toute Ia Perse comme 
émanant de la yolonté de la nation 

Tl faut que l’Administration des Finances étende ses rouages dans toutes les 
provinces, affermisse son action et son droit de controle dans tout le pays. 

Tl fant mettre les administrations qui se eréent A Yabri des discussions de partis, 
Le Ministre des Finances doit avoir une organisation stable qui survive aux chang 
ments de personnel, aveo des agents qu'aniine seul le désir de faire respecter les. lois 
sous la direction de chefs obgis en raison de leur incontestable savoir, préts 0 lea 
guider, 4 les instruire, A les défendre méme, contre les attaques d'antorités locales 
puissantes, 

Seuls des chef de service étrangers me semblent pouvoir assumer cette responsas 
Dilité et cette lourde tiche, 

Je propose done engagement des fonctionnaires étrangers suivants :— 


1. Un trésorior général, assisté dun inspectour et d’un comptable. 
2, Un directeur des Contributions direetes et un inspecteur, 
3. Un directeur de l'Enregistrement et un receveur ow inspecteur, 


Lengagement de ces fonctionnaires oceasionnera des dépenses nouvelles, 

Comme il me parait étre de V'intérét du pays de faire appel au concours dhommes 
Golairés, ayant Agjd exered des fonctions. dquivalentes & V'étranger, on no devra 
hésiter A'donner A ces agents des traitements qui soient une garantic de leurs 
aptitudes, 

‘Testime quiil faut prévoir pour les traitements de ces chefs de service les erddita 
suivants :- 


1, Trésorerio 
2 Contributions directes 
8, Enregistrement 


‘Au cours de 216 = 57,240 tomans, 


Diautre part, avec estte organisation et Ja création proposée plus loin d'un Conseil 
tat, on pourrait supprimer le poste de conseiller financier, 
Ligconomie réalisée de la sorte, soit 12,000 tomans, réduirait Ia dépense de 
57,240 tomans A 45,240 tomans. 
Je ne doute pas que cette dépense soit largement compensée, dans l'avenir, par leg 


ofits que retirera le Gouvernement Impérial d'une administration puisant’ sa force 
Hans dos principes ordre et de prowrés, 


Institution d'un Conseil d’Etat, 


Une des institutions les plus indispensables & V'euvre de régénération que le 
Gouvernement Impérial a la volonté d’entreprendre, institution qui n'a pas d'équivalent 
en Perse, est celle d'un Conseil d’Ktat, Cotto institution aurait pour mission de 
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donner des consultations sur tous les projets de lois qui doivent tre soumis par les 
Ministres & la représentation nationale, de préparer les projets de lois sur les matibres 
jour lesquelles le Gouvernement réclame Minitiative de ce corps d’Etat, de préparer 
Tans Te méme cas les réglements dadministration publique, de donner son avis sur 
Jos questions do droit ot dlintérét général, ainsi que sur toutes les autres questions qui 
seraient soumises & son examen par le Conseil des Ministres, de résoudre toutes les 
difficultés qui pourraient s’élever entre les Ministres eux-mémes, de statuer en dernier 
reasort sur Je contentienx administratif. Bs 
Ce corps d’Etat devrait étre composé d’éléments étrangers et d’éléments indigénes 
afin que, tout en conservant son caractére national, il ne se prive pas du concours des 
chofs de service strangers désignés pour y prendre place. 
Liabsence de lois eb de riglements paralyse les efforts et la bonne volonté des 
administration 
d'un Conseil d’Btat répond d un besoin impérieux. engagement de 
foneHionnniron dtyangers pornoltroit de fe cousttuse, anne pics atiendre, 
Te Conseillr financier du Gouvernement Impérial, 





[5100] No. 216. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdivard Grey.—(Reevived February 14.) 


Tehran, January 23, 1910. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez, reporting on the present 
conditions in Ki 
Thave, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 


No. 216. 


Acting Consul-General Smart to § 


Persian Kurdistan us they appeared to me on my recent 
ftress on the point that, the following remarks should in 
report on Kurdistan, which Tam 

observations, which, in spite of their largely academic 
present interest to you :— 


‘The administration of Kurdistan, such as it exists, is genuinely feudal. ‘The 
Kurds aro very lightly taxed, in fact, searcely at all, but the aghas, or chiefs, are 
expected to furnish armed contingencies for active service when called upon by the 
Government or local governors, ‘These contingents are generally maintained in the 
fiold by the chiefs at their own expense, For instance, in November last nam Kuli 
Mirza collected some 2,000 Kurdish infantry ond cavalry and marched against 
Aziz Surkh, a rebellious Kurdish chief; ‘This little campaign did not cost the Persian 
authorities a penuy, for the whole army was armed, maintained, and fed by its chiefs. 
On my way to Soujloulak T happened to pass through the village of Kinder Gasb, 
Delonging to Ali Khan, one of the most influential Kurdish chiefs, at the moment when 
an armed contingent was being called out. ‘The process very simple. A drum is 
beaten in some conspicuous place in the village, and, at the sound, the villagers, 
ng this varios cecupations, repair with their rifles to the place of meeting 

ed Agha, son of Ali Khan, came out to meet me and rode with me through his 
Tasked him what was the meaning of this gathering, and he replied that 
requisition had come from Imam Kuli Mirza for a contingent of 500 men. He dh not 
know the reason o' mmons, but. he would be in Soujboulak on the morrow with 
500 armed men, ‘The next day, while L was visiti or, the contingent, 
some 400 infantry and cavalry, turned up as prot had been collected 
and brought into Soujboulak’ in less than twenty-four hours without any cost to. the 
Government. Imam’ Kuli wanted to send them to Sulduz to counteract the Turkish 
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action there, but was forbidden by the Persian Government to do so for fear of serious 
complications with the Turks. 

‘These examples will perhaps suffice to show the nature of this Kurdish feudal 
system as well as the great possibilities, defensive and offensive, of which such a system 
is capable, if properly worked. OF course the chiefs would not pay for contingents 
required to serve outside Kurdistan, but, for expeditions in their own country they are 
extremely generous in this respect. Unfortunately, the Persian authorities have never 
been able to make the most of the valuable material they have in Kurdistan. By continual 
exactions and persecutions they drive the Kurds into revolt, while, on the other hand, 
they are incapable of displaying, when necessary, a wise severity towards these turbulent, 
tribsnen, ‘The result ig that the Kurds dislike the Persian officials, whom they doopine 
for their cowardice, while grudgingly respecting their authority through fear of the 
Government behind them. 

The Persian Government would do well to devote some attention to the question 
of Kurdistan, The problem must be treated in a practical manner, and such absurd 
suggestions as the disarmament of the Kurds must be abandoned. Persian officials 
have lately been too fond of indulging in similar unpractical suggestions, A Kurdish 
chief, Suleiman Agha, told me that the Kurds would never give up their arms, and 
that any Governmenf attempting to disarm them would provoke an universal and 
fangulnacy rediatazes’ On ths ether band, acme etopa mbit. bo taken to costain tho 
Kus from their brigandage, Ta ntinod to think that the development of tho armed 
foudal aystem under eapable and tactful Persian governors would be more advantageous 
to the Persian Government than a general disarmament. By a system of hostages, by 
freeing the Kurds from the exactions of officials, by giving the chiefs greater responst- 
bilities, and thus interesting them in the preservation of order, by paternal intervention 
to protect them from their own extravajzance and the usurets, who, by ruining them, 
finally drive them to brigandage, it should not be impossible ‘to preserve the present 
system and, at the same time, tolerable secnrity in Kurdistan, Even now I was much 
struck by the comparative security of those parts, considering the impotence of the 
Tooal authorities aad’ the allspowarfulness Of wie’ Kurds With @ geo maha 


Government disorders would be rare, Such a Government, for fifty years at any rate, 


while sternly checking the marauding instincts of the Kurds, would not discourage their 
warlike education, Rather, with the wise policy of the old Shahs of Persia, such a 
Government would use this race of warriors as its wardens of the murches, 

‘Tho Kurds are generous, hospitable to an excess, fond of show and very extravagant, 
‘They will pay ridiculous sums for good rifles, and love collecting fire-arms and horses, 
Suleiman Agha showed me his collection of rifles, about a score in number, many of 
which had cost him as much as 400 tomans each, He had rifles of every Government, 
which comes into contact with Persia, except the British, and the prices he had paid for 
them would have astonished their manufacturers. ‘Through their improvideneo the chiefs 
tare most heavily in debt, and thei musiness makes them an easy prey to 
usurers, to whom they mortgage their villages, paying extortionate rates of interest on 
the money borrowed, However, they bear their finincial troubles with a light heart, 
and go on maintaining the same extravagant establishment, always being able, when 
the crash comes, to fall back on brigandage to recoup themselves, Every Kurd is a 
robber by instinct, and the chiefs are no) exception to the rule, Many of the Kurds 
drink heavily, but their healthy open-air life largely counteracts the bad effects of 
this vice, 

‘The fighting qualities of the Kurds are generally very highly considered, ‘The 
all Fido, and. sboot fom thelr’ ohildliood, art pomowad o onildarable powers of 
endurance, and are accustomed to hold human fife very cheap, ‘They are unhappy 
unless they haye somo sort of weapon on their persons, and even children always carry 
daggers in their girdles, I often saw labourers ploughing the fields with rifles slung 
over their backs. The Kurds do not appear to be eapable, as was shown by the famous 
rebellion of Sheikh Obeidullah, of sustained offensive operations, for they are undisciplined 
and inclined to scatter with, or in search of, lot after their victories, But for defensive 
or guerilla warfare in their own country they are magnificent, and their recent record 
seems to show that the Kurds have lost none of the qualities which over 2,000 years 
ago made them so formidable to Xenophon's retreating 10,000, ‘The Russians, ‘since 
their discowfiture by the Kurds at Urmi, reported in my. telegram No. 186 of the 
81st August, 1909, have come to entertain a great respect for these warlike tribesmer 
The Kurds are, fortunately for the Persian Government, hopelessly divided by fail 
prejudices, by blood-feuds, by shortsighted jealousy of one another, and concerted action 
among esse ‘an impossibility, Inter-tribal fighting on a small scale is 
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of so frequent occurrence that hardly any notice is taken of it by the Persian authorities. 
Kurdish tribes generally remain in their own districts, and even individual members 
refrain from straying into other districts for fear of being killed by some hereditary or 
Dlood-feud enemy. But for these tribal divisions the Persian Government could not 
keep Kurdistan, which even now is in the same state of semi-independence which it has 
enjoyed since the earliest times. E Sar es 

Tn considering the question of Persian Kurdistan, it is impossible to leave out of 
‘account the Kurds. on the other side of the frontier and the activity of the Turkish 
frontier officials. ‘The artificial division of Kurdistan by the Turco-Persian trontier 
must inevitably cause a certain amount of unrest, owing. to difficulties of nationality, 
fugitive offenders, migrations, &c, All that ean be hoped for is that a more conecilixtor 
attitude on the part of the Turkish Government may attenuate these difficulties, whiel 
cannot be entirely removed. But the activity of the Turkish frontier officials is quite 
another matter, "It is difficult to find any excuse for the conduct of these officials, who 
ary continually stirring up the Persian tribesmen against their own Government, taking 
bribes from these tribesmen, and intervening to protect them from deserved punishment 
ds of the Persian author g small forces of Turkish sokliers hither 
n Persian soil regardless of any interna For instance, 
‘Turkish soldiers, on the pretext of the prevailing i ly escort carcvans 
to Soujboulak tov levy Hlackmail on them, ‘The recent incident at Sulduz, reported 
in Mr, Steven's telegram No, 215 of the 4th December last, is typical of the action of 
theso frontier officials, ‘The Persian Government sent’ 100 Persian soldiers: to 
Muhammed Yar, the capital of Suldvz, ‘The Karapapakan, settled in Sulduz on the 
shores of the lake, fearing punishment for past offences sent presents in money and 
kind to the military commandint of Pasveh, begging him to drive out the Persian 
soldiers, ‘The cominandant advanced with 200 ‘Turkish soldiers to Nagedeh, where 
there is a more or less permanent post of fifteen Turkish soldiers. ‘Then by threats, by 
cutting of supplies, by collecting rebellious Persian tribesmen, he forced the Persian 
soldiers gradually ‘to retire until they were finally pushed out of Sulduz into the 
Soujboulak district, re cs 

‘he Turkish consuls seem to have no influence with these frontier officials, who aro 
very ignorant and equally corrupt. It is most desirable that the ‘Turkish Government 
should replace these men “by more enlightened officials of the new régime, Still more 
desirable is it that the Turkish Government should abandon their aggressive attitude 
‘and co-operate to secure a definite settlement of the frontier question. Reports from 
Urmi state that the Turks are increasing their forces on the frontier, and the Russian 
Yice-consul there reports that, stores are being collected by the ‘Turkish consul at 
certain places in Persian territory, which would seem to foreshadow another ‘Turkish 
wiv The Turkish consul told Mr. Brown of the English Mission at Urmiv that 
the increage in the frontier foree was only part of “the general military reforms and 
ination of the military posts on the frontier.” It does not, therefore look as if 
Lurks wore abandoning their aggressive attitud ful in difficulties for the 
tunate Persian authorities, OF course until some definite settlement of this 

i ‘an is bound to remain in a state of cbrouic unrest. 
Tam inclmed to think that'n satisfactory settlement of the frontier question is un 
to bo secured unloss it coincides with the complete withdrawal of Russian troops from 
Azerbaijan. ‘The Turks fear, perhaps not unreasonably, that the Russian occupation is 
likely to become more permanent than was expected, and, until this fear has been 
removed, Turkish encroachments towards the lake are, I fear, inevitable, while the 
‘Durkish trontier force will probably be strengthened. on : 

T bolieve it is often said that the Kurds, being nearly all Sunnis, with the exception 
of the Makou Kurds, who are Shiahs, would prefer to be under Turkish rather than 
Persian rule, ‘The little intercourse I had with the Kurds rather led ime to the 
contrary opinion, ‘The Kurds do not appear to be so finatical as they are often inade 
out by officious partisans of the Nestoriuns, Moreover, I think that the racial feeling is 
stronger with them than the religious, and the Kurds are a purely Persian race, purer 
probably than even the Lurs or the settled population of Furs. ‘Their language is a 
purely Persian dialect, and all their traditions seem to be Persian. ‘Their storytellers 
always go to Peisian history and romance for their tales, which are recounted in a 
mixture of Kurdish and Persian, and the Persian national epic is just as popular in 
Kurdistan as in other parts of Persia, Besides, the Kurds like an easygoing Govern- 
iment, andl prefer the happy-go-lucky methods of Persian officials to the more rigid form 
of ‘Turkish administration: Lately; also, the Kurds have lost hope in the Turks, who, 
especially when Ferik Fazil Pasha’ sacked Soujboulak two years ago, held out to the 
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Kards extravagant hopes, which they were unable to satisfy, Consequently, just now 

the Kurds are in a favourable disposition towards the Persian authorities, ‘The 

establishment of a tolerable Government in Persia with the settlement of the frontier 

question would probably bring back’ most of the rebelious Persian Kurds to. theit 
legianee. 

One distressing characteristic of the Kurds is that they do not seem to share the 
healthy respect for the inviolability of Europeans, which is fortunately fairly general in 
Persia. They have no animosity against Europeans ; on the contrary, they nearly always 
weloome them with the greatest hospitality. But, if fe happens touie thelr puxposes, shey 
are quite ready to kill an European, As an example of this characteristic, [ would oite the 
case of the family of Ali Khan, chief of Kinder Gash. This chief invited me to spend a 
nightat his home on my way bck to Tabreez, and he entertained me with the greatest 
hospitality, while his son Ahmed Agha, a tine specimen of the young Kurd, waited on 
me in his own house as if he had been my servant, I understand that this family, 
which has often entertained Shabs of Persia at Kinder Gash, always delights in treatiiig 
Europeans with similar courtesy, Now tor the other side of the picture, ‘Three years 
ago Sendar Mikv, a powerful Kurdish chief, was Governor of Soujtoulik, Many ofthe 

cuntish aghas resented being governed by one of their fellows, a young man, whom 
they considered as their equal, In order to get him into trouble and bring about his 
dismissal, the family of Ali Kban wantonly arranged the murder of an European in 
Soujboulak. One night Ahmed Agha, with a band of servants, entered the houso of 
German missionary in Soujboulak, and in cold blood murdered a young German 
theological student, who was staying with the missionary and his wife, "The murderers 
spared the missionury and his wife, who were entirely at their merey, and did not take 
away a single article from the house, ‘Their plot had the desired result, for the Persian 
Government. dismissed Serdar Mikti on account. of this affair. Ali’ Khan and his 
Brother Sansa being accused of the evimey fad to Urmi and tovk bast with Tmam 
Kuli, then governor there. ‘The Prince, for a consideration of several thousand tomans, 
interceded for them with the central Government and succeeded in whitewashing 
them. ‘Two or three menials, who may, or may not, have been guilty of participation 
in the crime, were executed, while the real offenders got off soot free, ‘This aocount 
of the incident ia, of course, denied oficially, but looully it ts. generally Lolieved 40 
te abeolutely tras. The example of Ali Xhan's family illusttates very apuly. the 
two sides of Kurdish character as well as their indifference to the taking of human lite, 
oven if it be the life of an European. 

‘The Kurds, except those of Maku, do not, appear to be susceptible to. foreign 
political influences other than that of Turkey. ‘Those round their capital, Soujboulak, 
appear to have little acquaintance with the English, ‘Their attitude towards the 
English seems to he that of much of Azerbaijan, namely, they regurd them as a. rather 

race, which does not indulge in shady conimereial transactions, and keeps 
aloof from political intrigue, ‘The Kurds also distinguish the English from other 
Europeans as boing more active, better riders, better shots, than the other peoples of 
the West, and these qualities of course count much with a race of born riders and 
marksmen, I found this reputation of my countrymen most embarrassing, as, being an 
Englishman, I was always credited with special knowledge of firearms, skill in their 
use, &o, Fortunately, my attainments were never put to any practical test, and, by 
boldly feigning in conversation an unlimited knowledge of every sort of fitearm, T was 
able to get away without damaging my countrymen’s reputation for manliness, 

‘The Russians are not very popular with the Kurds for two reasons, Firstly, the 
protection which the Russians afford to Christians in Kurdistan naturally brings’ them 
often into conflict with the Kurds, and tends to embitter their mutual relations. 
Seoondly, Russian subjects, profiting’ by the prodigality of the Kurds, often play tho 
unpleasant role of the oppressive money-lender, Russian officials, with their ‘usual 
lack of judgment, support indiscriminately their subjects in these cases, without taking 



























































into account the injustice which these money-lenders often inflict on’ the Kurds an 





the doubtful methods by which they acquire their hold over these unsophisticated tribes- 
men. ‘The result is that the Russians have not among the Kurds the brilliant reputation 
for honesty which the English enjoy. ‘The chief, who owe lange sums to Russian 
subjects, are inclined to judge the Russians generally by the standard of Caucasian 
money-lenders, and the officials who support them. Of course the attitude of tho 
Maku Kurds may be different, for their Khan, Ikbal-es-Saltaneh, is more or less undor 
Russian protection. 

__ Inconclusion, I may say that the present state of Kurdistan is one of administra 
tive chaos, and the tolerable order there reigning is due solely to the forbearance of the 
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‘Kurds and their internal divisions, which make them chary of revolt against a Govern- 
ment always eapable of playing off one tribe against another. The Persian officials 
show no capacity for governing these tribesmen, and their power is very limited. Imam 
Kuli is not even master in Soujboulaks, where the chief Kurdish Mollah, Kazi Fettah, 
ig all-powerful. ‘This does not prevent him ftom exacting money from the loyal Kurdish 
chiefs, and straining their lo valty to the breaking point,” T see no reason to expect any 
improvement in this state of things for years to come, The picture I drew above of a 
feudal Kurdistan, loyal to Persian governors, who treated Justly but firmly these not 
unobivalrous tribesinen, is merely an ideal state of things, which is unlikely ever to 
take actual form without some rudical change in the character of Persian officials. 
Thave, &. 
W. A. SMART, 





(6101) No. 217. 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Reeeived February 14.) 


, Tehran, January 26, 1910. 
DURING the last four weeks there has been nothing in Tehran calling for special 
record, Our answer to the Government's application for an advance is still anxiously 
awaited, and, as fir as one can judge, the continuance in office of the present Ministry 
dependson the nature of our reply. Itislargely due to the prestige of the two victorious 
revolutionary leaders, Sipahdar and Sardar Assad, uow respectively Prime Minister and 
Minister of the Interior, that the Government is able to carry on with its insufficient 
funds, aud it is questionable how far a Cabinet of which they do not form a part could 
maintain such mithority as the Central Government now possesses. During the visit ot 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 24th instant, recorded in my telegram No. 29, 
his Highness spoke of anarchy as certain to follow the resignation of the present Cabinet 
on the question of the advance. He said that. without the support of Sipahdar and 
Sardar Assad, and without money to pay the Hujaheddin (the Nationalist force which 
accompanied Sipaldar from Resht), no one could answer for the bebaviour of thes 
Tattor, Disorders would occur and the Russian troops would come on from Kazvin. 
for Foreign Atlairs spoke so earnestly and with such conviction that, at 
the risk of inourring the reproach of iteration, I ventured once again to urge by telegraph 
the importance of a promptand fayourable reply to the Persian Government's application 
for an advanco. 

Tn the north interest during the period under review has centered in the operations 
of the Government forces under Yprim and Sardar Bahadur, Sardar Assad's son, against 
Rahim Khan, ‘These have boen generally successful, and Rahim Khan is apparently in 
a bad plight, for he has applied for protection to both the Russian and Turkish consuls- 
general at Tabrees, Both ate said to have refused it, but the Persian Government are 
very anxious lest the defeated brigand should find his way to one of the foreign con- 
sulates and be admitted to bast, ‘They aro pressing my Russian colleague for an assur- 
ance that asylum will not be given him, his assurance, he tells me, his instructions 

reclide, though he has given the Persian Government a general assurance that Russia 
will not abandon her attitude of neutrality in the matter unless a third Power takes 
Rahim Khan under its protection, in which case she would be compelled to consider 
what measures she must take, It is to be hoped that the Government forces will 
succeed in capturing Rahim Khan without delay, forshould he escape across the Russian 
fronior it would be dificult for Russia to give him up; and should he make his way to 
‘Tabreez. or to Sarab, where there is a Russian consulir agency, it is to be feared that 
Russian consular officers will throw open their gates to him for fear some ‘Turkish 
should grant asylum to the fugitive. ‘The Turkish agents are, indeed, 
already interfering; the Turkish consal-general is reported to be intriguing with the 
Knans’ of Karadagh, and the Governor-General has actually in one ease accepted his 
mnediation for negotiations with one of them, Rahim Khan declares that he fas been 
offered Turkish protection, and the Turkish Ambassador has recently made representa 
tions on his behalf to the Persian Government, ‘The Ambassador excuses himself on 
the ground of humanity, and declares that the reports of the consul-general’s in 
fare quite unfounded. He has promised, however, to direct Enver Bey to abstai 
any intrigues of the kind alleged. 
‘The situation in Fars, regarding which Tam sending an interesting despatch from 
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His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, appears to be at the merey of Soulet-ed-Dowleh- 
‘Ay presout ll table botwoon Shims aki Bushire is ate etandsall. The Govemecant 
having failed in an endeavour to indues the chief of the Kashgais to police the main 
ronte, that road is completely blocked, and though Souleted:Dowleh has mado an 
arrangement with the merchants by which he guarantees the safety of the road vid 
Jereh, the refusal of the Governor-General toendorse his guarantee has until now pre- 
vented trade from using this route, traders fearing that the Central Goverament, will 
repudiate liability for losses. The situation may improve for a time owing to the 
appointment of Farman Farma in the place of Sabam-ed-Dowleh which has just. been 
announced. Saham-ed-Dowleb's recall is attributed to complaints from Shiraz of the 
severity of his administration, —Whethet this was the real cause or not, the antagoniam 
which has developed between the latter and Soulet-ed-Dowleh has made him an undesir- 
able governor ata moment when the Central Government were unable to support him. 
‘There seems some reason to hope that Soulet-ed-Dowleh will co-operate with Farman 
Farma for the maintenance of order, instead of doing his best to upset his authority, 
which was the policy he pursued towards the late Governor-General, Farman Farma 
has ut least wealth and the prestige of birth, and of his past record as a strong 
provincial governor t Bak him 
_ Except for Azerbaijan and Fars, there have been no occurrences i i 
during the last four weeks calling for special mention, hag ea! 
Thave, &o, 
G, BARCLAY, 





(5102) No. 218. 


(fo. 7) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 
‘Sir, Tehran, January 27, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to your telegrain No. 511 Th the 
80th December last, that Mr. Maurice Blake left Tehran on the 7th instant, without 
having accomplished the object ot his vi He told me before he left that he did 
not much regret his want of success, as he thought the obscurity of the political 
outlook greatly inereased the speculative character of the transaction. 

In urging the Persian Government not to part with their interest in the Anglo 
Persian Oil Company, I thought it well to stato to Alu-es-Saltanch that I expected 
to be apprised in the case of any future offers the Persian Goverament might 
recvive, in order that I might inform the company, who possessed morally a 
preferential right of acquisition. I added, however, ad Wikater the ou pany “was 
poate anxious that the Persian Government should retain their interest in the under- 

ing. 

Thave, &e. 
G, BARCLAY. 





[5103] No. 219. 


(a ». 8.) 
i Tehran, January 27, 1910. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 212 of the 29th November last, 1 ato 
hovour to transmit to you herewith copy of a further despatch from Ti Majesty's 
acting consul-general at Tabreez regarding the misrepresentations of Rahim Khan as to 
the part played by Russia in the internal affairs of Azerbaijan, 

The harm which such misrepresentations have done make it abundantly clear 


how careful the Russian military authorities should be to avoid any action open to 
misconstruction. Ei 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Recoived February 14.) 


Thave, &, 
G. BARCLAY, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 219, 









Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 


fo, 8.) 
& ) Tabreez, January 4, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translations of correspondence between 
the Governor-General and myself regarding certain mistepresentations made by 
Rahim Khan in a letter to Samad Khan. 

On roosipt of Rahim Khan's letter, transmitted, telegraphically by Samad Khan, 
Mukhber-es-Sultaneh asked me for my advice. He said that Rahim Khan was 
evidently using the presence of the Russian troops at Ardebil to deecive the tribesmen 
into believing that Russia was really supporting the ex-Shah. This fact was quite clear 
from Rahim Khan's reference to the occupation of Ardebil and Serab by the Russians, 
apart from his direct assertions that such was the policy of Russia, These misrepresen- 
tations undoubtedly had a great effect on the ignorant Shabsevans, who, in view of the 
favour shown to Rahim Khan by the Russians, could hardly fail to consider this brigand 
‘as the champion of the Russophil Shah. ‘The Persian Government could suppress the 
rising in Eastern Azerbaijan if it were merely a freebooting enterprise, but if the 
Karadaghis and Shabsevans really united in a political object, for the accomplishment 
‘of which they expected the help of Russia, the revolt would become too formidable to 
cuppress, For the last Aty yours Eastern Azerbaijan had only been governed. by 
keoping the Shahsovans and’ the Karadaghis divided, and their united forces would be 
almost invincible, 

T advised his Excellency to communicate Rahim Khan's letter to the two consulates, 
and to leave us to deal with the matter, On receipt of his communication, copy of 
which T have the honour to enclose, I called on my Russian colleague to discuss the 
matter with him, T argued with M, Miller much in the sense of Mukhber-es-Sultaneh’s 
observations, and urged the necessity of doing something to correct the unfortunate and 
erroneous impression prevailing in Azerbaijan that Russia was behind the rebels. I 
auggested the issue at. Ardebil of some sort of proclamation, similar to the notice served 
‘on the Anjuman at Tabreez last April, explaining clearly the objects of the Russian 
oxpedition, M. Miller replied that the communications made by M. Giers at Ardebil 
to Rahim Khan after the arrival of the Russian troops, rendering him responsible f 
the damage done to Russian life and property, must have shown clearly Russ 
attitude towards the rebels, In view of my Russian colleague's evident reluctance to 
adopt my suggestion, I did not think it advisable to press the matter further. However, 
M, Miller wrote an oficial letter to the Governor-General categorically denying the 
truth of Rahim Khan's statements, He added that Mukhber-es-Sultaneh was at liberty 
EBiabew this letter to the Goveriment’ generale in’ tho feld or to anyone oles he liked: 
I followed up my colleague's letter with u somewhat similar communication, though 
conosived in rather, more goneral terms, as coming from a consulate les directly 
interested than the Russian, T have the honour to enclose copy of my reply, the draf 














































of which I sent to my Russian colleague, and obtained his written approval of its 
contents before dispatching my letter to the Governor-General. 

Mukhber-es-Sultanch was much pleased with our answers, and he said he would 
give them the necessary publicity in order to counteract Rahim Khan's misrepre- 
sentatious, 


T have, &c. 
W. A. SMART. 









Enclosure 2 in No. 219. 


Mukhber-es-Sultanch to Acting Consul-General Smart. 


(Translation.) 

HIS Excellency Shuja’-ed-Dowleh has received a letter from Rahim Khan, Since 
ho (Rahim Khan) has lied somewhat about the foreign Powers, I enclose herewith « 
copy of his letter for your information, These sorts of rumours wndoubtedly have an 
influence on the minds of the Shahsevans, who believe that Rahim Khan is really 
working for Muhammed Ali Mirza, and that the foreign Powers mentioned above are 
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engaged in bringing back His Highness. I have reported the matter to ‘Tehran, and 
thought it necessary to inform you, in order that you may know what. misrepresenta- 
tions Rahim Khan is making, 


December 28, 1909. 






Enclosure 3 in No, 219. 






Shuja’-ed-Dowleh to Mukhber-es-Sultanch. 


(Sranslation.) 
(Telegraphic) Serab, December 23, 1909. 
I HAVE just now (sunset on the 22nd December, 1909), received a letter from 


Rahim Khan, which is textually as follows 


“Thave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. I am delighted to 
hear that you are in good health, and am grateful to you for your kindness. With 
regard to what you write about fixing a place for a visit, you know how pleased I was 
at your arrival in these parts, and how much I wished to meet you, But tain days 
T have been slightly indisposed. T have brought a doctor from Russia, and ho is 
engaged in curing me. Thank God, I am now somewhat better, but, on account of the 
cold, the doctor has forbidden me to go, God is witness that I also wished to meet you 
If you have any important business to render a visit necessary, send back the army 
whieh, you have with you, aud with thirty or forty horgemen enim to Aer. I will allo 
come there, and we can meet, But, if you cannot eome, return to Maragha, 

__ “So you have gone over to the Nationalists, Well, let us see. If they treat you 
kindly, then I will do like you. (Rahim Khan means that the Nationalists will in’tho 
end play Shuja-ei-Dowioh a bad tum.) Now that the Russians have ssized Ardabil 
and Serab, what does it matter what we do? No good can come of whatever we do, 
Tf anil anid bstors, you oonie to Atiax, raat anmorablevall the chiefs ot atadagh and 
the Shahsevans. You must know that I am allied to the chiefs of the six provinoes 
(Karadagh, Ardebil, Mishkin, Khalkhal, ‘Talish, Ujarood), All the chiefs must be 
present at the meeting with you. But, if this visit is not necossary, depart. L hope, if 
you are wall, that we may meetin the spring, 

“T have one more observation to make confidentially. I and all my family dwell 
on the frontier, and are informed of the newspaper reporta, ‘To-day it, is clearly stated 
in the Russian newspapers that all the foreign Powers have promised help to His 
Imperial Majesty Muhatnmed li Shah, and that His Tmporial Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia hus sent’ 12,000 Cossacks to accompany him to Persia, You sliould not obey the 
instructions which you have received to attack me. Who advised you to this course ? 
‘The Anjuman has only two capable men for its missions—you and me, One day it 
sends you against me, another day it will send me against you, If the Anjuman has 
no one else, and is in need of us tivo, what is the good of such an Anjuman? The end 
of this constitutional business is uncertain, Why do you spoil the record of your 
services? Was there no one else to send against me? With what. reasoning’ and 
intelligence do you lead out troops against me and ruin our fifty years’ friendship? My 
son might not have been at ighoosh (scene of first defeat of Karadaghis), 
might have placed someone else in command of my horsemen, who, unlike my’ son, 
frould not have lst you off ‘Then how ashamed T eVotld Kave' been bettre you! Or 
suppose Lhad come myself; ‘Then I would have brought the whole force of Karadagh 
and the Sbabsevans, Then what would have become of our fifty years’ friendship ? 
Do you not understand that their reason in sending you against me is to break up our 
friendship? Is this also fitting that we should come and submit to Sattar and Bagher ? 
By the grace of the Twelfth Imam, allied as I am with the chiefs of the six provinces, 
the army of Salm and Toor could not resist me. ‘This mission can have no advantage 





















for you. Hetur, and wait tll the spring, If by then the Anjuman has treated you 
in 


ly and restored order in the country, then I will be at one with you.” 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 219. 
Acting Consul-General Smart to Mukhber-es-Sultanch. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excelleney’s letter of the 
28th instant, and to thank your Excellency for the telegram from his Excellency 
Shuja’-ed-Dowleh which you were good enough to transmit to me. 

As my Russian colleague has already informed your Excellency that Rahim Khan's 
statement regarding Muhammed Ali Mirza's returning to Persia with the aid of Russian 
troops is an obvious falschood, it would be superfluous for me to offer any observations 
on the subject. M. Miller tells me that no such statement has ever appeared in the 
Russian newspapers, ‘ 

With regard to Rahim Khan's statement that the foreign Powers have promised 
help t» Muhummed Ali Mirza, I need hardly say that this is quite untrue. 

Your Excellency is at liberty to use this letter to correct any misapprehensions 
which may exist in the minds of ignorant persons. 


Tabreez, December 31, 1909. 


(6105) No. 220. 


180 Bareny to Sir Baward Grey.—(Recived February 14) 
'o, 10.) 


ir, Tehran, January 28, 1910. 
LHAYVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for tho past four weeks, 


Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 220, 


Monthly Summary of Bvents in Persia for four wecks ending 28th January. 


Tehran. 





PUBLIC order has been maintained in ‘Tehran during the past four weeks, and the 
usual religious rites were observed on the 10th Mokurrem (22nd January) without 
untoward incident, 





‘This question is still the subject of 
Russian Legation and the Persian Government, 

4. Muvakor-cs-Sultanch, who took refuge at the Russian Legation with the 
ex-Shah lust July, and left the country with Mohammed Ali, returned to ‘Tehran 
towands the end of January and was imniediately arrested. He was tried on a political 
change, and though ofl report of tho proceings has uot been publsie, i is unde 
stood that he was found guilty of complicity in a plot to foment disturbances for the 
purpose of embarrassing the Gov: he death sentence was passed, and he was 
exeouted publicly on the 27th Wye-witnesses declare that the execution was 
carried out fn a most barbarous 1a 

5. The } ibly.—During the past four weeks the Assembly has been 
chivfly occupied in drawing up internal regulations and forming committees, of which 
eleven as follows have been elect 


(1) Fore 






































War; (4) Justice ; (3) Education; (6) Laws 
(10) Accounts; (11) Finat 
18, Tuesdays, and Thursdays tor ordinary 
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business, while Sunday is sot aside for extraordinary sittings. The committees are at 
work every day, except Friday, from 8 a. till 12, and from 1 to 5 rat. 

Most of the Ministries have appointed Under-Secretaries, who represent them 
in the House and answer questions. Yamin-i-Nizam, the well known Persian 
representative on the MacMahon Seistan Commission, is Under-Secretary for War, 
while Sakat-ul-Mulk is Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, ‘The 1ath January was the 
first occasion ou which the sitting was chiefly devoted to the interpellation of Ministers, 
some of whom attended in person, on matters of public interest. ‘Tho new Under- 
Secretary for the Interior, Kavam-¢s-Sultanch, brother of the new Minister of Finance, 
Vosouk-ed-Dovleh, replied to embarrassing questions with tact and ability. A great 
many questions were put to the representative of the War Office respecting the Cossnok 
brigule, the officers of which subsequently attended in a body at the House to offer 
their allegiane to the Constitution. On the 25th January the Under-Secretary for tho 
Interior was severely cross questioned respecting the behaviour of the Governor of Fars, 
whose resignation he announced, It is understood the Prince Karman arma will 
succeed him, 

The high priests of Nejef having evinced solicitude regarding the observance of 
Islamic law as to the sale of spirits and the prohibition of lotteries, their letters on the 
subjeat were rend and a suitable reply drawn up. 

6, Sardar Assad—At tho beginning of Janury Sadar Assad announced bis 

n to proceed to Vienna for medical treatment, He appears, however, for tho 
present to have abandoned the project. 

7. Tho Press.—The hostility of the press towards Russia and England has in no 
way abated. Daily articles continue to appear urging the people to awaken to the 


dangers confronting them, 
G. P. CHURCHILL 

















Tabreez. 


At the end of December the Government troops under Yefrain and Sardar 
Bahadur defeated the Karadagbis under Rahim Khan's son and eaptured Abar, Rahim 
Khan's head-quarters. A few days later the Karadaghis, haying been reinforced, 
returned and attacked Ahar. The Government troops went out into the open and 
repulsed them, killing 80, and losing 1 killed and 4 wounded, ‘The Karadaghis fled 
northwards, 

About the 10th January the Karadaghis, under Rehim Khan's son, once more 
attacked Ahar, this tin n large numbers and from several directions. Thoy were 
repulsed with heavy loss and fled, twing pursue for 8 miles by the Government troops, 
who lost 10 killed. Sardar Bahadur was slightly wounded in one foot and had tis 
home shot tinder him. ‘This defeat appears to have finally broken the power of Rahim 
Khan, as he has applied to both the Russian and Turkish consulates at Tabrees for 
protection, On the 11th January, His Majesty's acting consul-general reported that 
three detachments of Russian Gossioks, in all 200 men, had, on tho receipt of urgent 
orders from the Viceroy of the Caucasus, been sent from Ardebil and Tabreez to Ahar to 
report on tho strength of the Government troops and rebels, &, Mr, Smart informed 
his Russian colleague that he considered the dispatch of these troops criminal, aa it was 
likely to undo all the work done by the Government troops and would encourage to 
further resistance tribal chiefs who were discouraged by the Government victories, 
‘The dispatch of troops would be regarded generally as moral support of the rebels by 
Russia, if not more, Mr, Miller expressed his entire agreement with Mr, Smart, and 
said that the Russian viee-consul at Ardebil and he had strongly opposed the sending 
of troops for these very reasons, but the military authorities had disregarded the 
objections of the Foreign Office agents, stating that they must’ obey their orders, 
Mr, Smart told Mr. Miller that he thought it was intolerable that the military 
authorities should be able to act in a manner contrary to the wishes of the Foreign 
Otfice agents and in direct contradiction to the policy of non-intervention of the two 
Powers. Mr. Miller agreed, aud said he had telegraphed to. his, Minister at Tehran 
to that effect. The Russian Minister at Tehran formed Sir G. Barclay that be had 
not been consulted as to the dispatch of troops, and would probably have stopped it if 
he had. ‘The Persian Government protested formally to the Russian Government, 
against their dispateh, ‘The detachments however reached Ahar, v they were 
hospitably s. ‘They returned on the 22nd January 
to Tabreez and Ardebil, and Mr, Miller informed Mr, Smart that the Viceroy of the 
{170s} 2a 
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Caucasus had been instructed by the Russian Government that in future even small 
parties (ane) were not to be moved ubout in Azerbaijan without the concurrence of 
the Foreign Olfice agents, 


Meshed, 


1, Quiet has prevailed at Meshed. Both consuls-general are agreed that it is best 
to prevent the officials being changed, at any rate before the Persian new year. It is 
robable that Rukn-ed-Dowleh will retain the governorship, Prince Dabija is said to 
Livevackedl his logason’ to ueoeute de semerttoe teiirae ot police. His offence 
appears to be that he is not afraid to deal with disorderly Russian subjects, who have 
in the past been allowed to misbehave with impunity. 

The question of ootroi remains unsettled. Prince Dabija continues to oppose its 


levy. Major Sykes has received no reply te his question whether the proposed octroi is 
‘the same as that levied at Tehran, 











Turbat- 





-Haidari, 


1. The following movements of Russian Cossacks are reported :— 

On the 5th December four left for Russia vid Karez; On the 17th December two 
arrived from Meshed for Birjand, 

2, On the 9th December Captain Skourratt left for Khaf; the object of his journey 
was not known, 


8, A large caravan of merchandise arrived on the 8th December from Yezd ; the 
road was then considered fairly safe, 





Seistan. 


1, ‘Tho situation has remained normal except for signs of restlessness amongst the 
Baluchis sardars, Karly in January they began to collect armed men, and avowed their 
intention of going to Neh. ‘The ostensible cause of this was their discontent with the 
collection uf revenue, but as Hashmat-ul-Mulk was at the same time reported to have 
left, Darmian for Seistan with 100 men, their real object was probably to join him. His 
Majesty's consul sent a message to the chief sardir, Purdalidad Khan, warning him 
against creating disturbances and of his responsibility if British subjects or interests 
auffored, und advising him to refer his grievances to Tehran and to pay such revenue as 
was justly due, Iu the middle of January the Persian authorities in Seistan still 
expressed much anxiety as to the attitude of the sardars, and seemed to fear a general 
rising. Major O'Counor was assured by the two principal sardars, whom he interviewed, 
that. they did not intend to create disturbances, but only to secure equitable assessment, 
and colliction of reventie and other such legitimate rights. Major O'Connor repeated 
his warning to therm, und urzed them to use the proper ebannels for submitting their 
grievances to the Government. Major O'Connor thinks that no serious disturbance is 
at present probable and that Br tish inflineuce will suffice to keep the sardars in hand, 
but he is uncertain what Hashmat attitude will be. 

2, During November, 1909, 2,937 cases were treated in the hospital in Seistan, and 
1,417 in that of Birjand 




































Tapahan, 


1. On the 5th January Serdari-Ashjaa, Bakhtiari, notified offic 
and British consuls-yeneral that he hud been appointed to officiate as 
Mr, Grahame visited him on the 7th January. Speaking of the Bakhtiari road, the 
Khan declared that he and the other khans intended to do all they could to keep the 
road open du ter, and further, to set about building proper caravanserais on 
it in the spring. He said that they had not at first grasped what importance the road 
was destined to assume. They had only been making a trial. Now they were convinced, 
and would work on u larger scale, Mr. Grahame pointed out that it would be to their 
own interest to build solid buildings, which would involve less expense for repair, The 
Khan spoke in very cordial terms of Lieutenant Ranking and Mr, Reynolds, and 
appeared much pleased with what he had learned of the oil prospects, 

2, ‘The situation in Ispahan has continued quiet, although on January 2nd there 
wus a demonstration by a large mob against the local assembly, partly in connection 
with regulations limiting the sale of opiuin, and partly against the levy of certain arrears 
of taxes, ‘This resulted in the relaxation of the opium regulations and the abandonment 
of the attempt to collect arrears of taxes, 
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3. The Kubgeluis withdrew from Orchini as the cold increased, and all the roads 
in the district. have been safer recently than for some time previously, Caravana have 
been using all the roads, and no robberies have been reported since the 21st December, 





Yezd. 


1M. Adamoff, Russian consul at Kerman, arrived from Kerman on the 22nd 
December, 

2, The town and district has remained quiet, but. trade is still dull, merchants 
fearing to resuine operations until certain that the new rbgime will last, Few caravans 
are therefore moving, but the roads appear to be fairly safe, On the 9th January, 
Sadr-ul-Ulema, a prominent intriguing priest, whom former governors have found it 
necessary to propitiate, was seized and thrown into chains. Next day, he was 
bastinadoed until speechless, apparently for attempting to influence the authorities in 
Tehran to make the governor cease from exacting money from him. The governor 
personally thrashed the executioner for not laying on properly. Sadr-ul-Ulema alleges 
that he has already paid over 2,001. 

8. The local assembly, owing to the opposition of the priests, refuses to admit a 
Parsi member as laid down in the constitution, ‘The Parsis are meanwhile wasting their 
energy in quarrelling among themselves, 








Sultanabad, 





11, From a report dated the 22nd December, 1909, from Mr. Strauss, it appears 
that the governor of Burujird, Amir Seif-ed-din Mitza, is ubsolutely powerless. Having 
no money wherewith to pay his troops, large numbers of them have deserted. ‘The 
Fists ate in opposition to him, and any prodlamation ho iaaue ia at once torn down 

‘he deputies sent by him to govern sub-divisions of his governorship have all been com- 
pelled to return to Burujird, Mr, Strauss anticipates that, failing the dispatch of 
governor with troops and money, the ur tribes will ravage the countryside in tho 
spring, 





Kermanshah, 





1. Mr, Manson, cashier of the Imperial Bank of Persia, left for Hamadan on the 
18th December, 1909, on transfer. 

2, About the 20th, fifty Persian Cossacks arrived at Kangowar, the governor of 
which place was ordered to employ them and 100 local horsemen to hold the Kakawand 
on that side, 

3, The Akhund Khorassani of Kerbela is, it appears, a strong supporter of pan= 
Islamism, and has been corresponding with the Sheikhvul-tslam of Afghnnistan through 
fome Kandabasi merchants at Kermanshah, with « view to 2veonciling Sunnis and 

hiahs, 

4. Mullah Qurban Ali of Zinjan arrived under escort on the 28th Decembor and 
loft the same day for Kerbeln, 

5. Pending the arrival of the new governor, Nizam-es-Sultanch, from Tehran, the 
town became quiet and robberies ceased. ‘The governor arrived on the 5th January, the 
ex-governor having left on the 2nd January for Tehran, Caravans wore leaving by all 












Kerman. 


1, The town and district have remained quiet. ‘There has been an exchange of 
views between the Central Government and the governor as to the best way to deal 
with the Baluchis, The governor appears to have asked for funds to enable him to 
move w force against them, To this the Government replied that if he were not 
prepared to reduce the Bauluchis and collect. ovens. {Rem thers they could find 
another man who would do it, Kayam-ul-Mulk replied that bo would like his 
resignation to be accepted before the Persian new year, and that the Government 
did ‘not seem to realise that Baluchistan was now practically independent and divided 
into three parts under Sardars Said Khan, Babram Khan, and Jihand, If, however, his 


request for money was granted, he would do his best to go to Bam and Regan and 
bring the Baluchis to terms, 
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Shiraz, 


1. The blocking of the Bushire road for caravan traffic owing to the disagreement 
between Soulet-ed-Dowleh and the Governor-General, has been the question of the month. 
The former made extravagant demands as to governorships, in return for which he would 
guarantee the usual route vii Kazeran, His demands being refused, he proposed that 
a route vid Jirreh should be used, he guaranteeing its safety, but owing to the refusal 
of the Governor-General to accept this guarantee, merchants have refrained from using 
this route, Meanwhile Saham-ed-Dowleh has been dismissed, and Farman Farma bas 
been appointed Governor-General of Fars. ‘The latter is still at Tehran. 






Prnstan Guur, 






Bushire. 





1, Tt is reported on confidential, but fairly reliable, authority that Mohammed 
Rashid, broker of Messrs. Wonckhaus & Co., Lingab, who retuned to Lingah from 
Muscat on the 24th November by the Hamburg-Amerika liner “ Sicilia,” landed some 
arms and ammunition, including eight Mauser pistols, at night. As the agents of this line 
are allowed to land their cargo at’ their own wharf instead of that of the Customs, the 
omployés are at an advantage in smuggling contraband, Mohammad Rashid has again 
gone to Museat to get some arms and/ammnition which he is expeting by « Hamburg- 
erika steamer, 

2, Mirza Hussein, clerk to the German consulate, was early in December elected a 
member of the lea assnbly, Ho resigned bis postin chy consulate, and wasauoozeded 
in it by his brother. Ho has given out that he intends to start business, and has 
promised a monthly contribution of over 2, towards the expenses of the assembly, As 
Ie gaby no tamtoieraloran i ada ber 6 Let qaeseaby Bid ostion i comer se ovale 

3. A French Jew merchant named Menasché arrived at Bushire in December with 
according to his own statement, to purchasing gum tragacanth and other gums, 
‘To, this end he’ propass to go to, Shir lator on ff acoms, however, thab sanse, be 
arrived he has been booking extensive orders for arms. 

























cer and thirty men, owing 
to the possibility of an attack on the fghans engaged in the arms traffic, 
of whom early in January there were over 900 in the town, 
















Mohammerah. 


1, His Majesty’s consul is 





med that the Bakhtiari Khans have written to 
Farhan Assad, of the Chab Dut the territories under 
him distinet from those under Sheikh Khazal, and propose to send down a robe of 
honour and arrange for him to send his taxes in direct, and not through the Sheikh. 
Farhan has forwarded the letter to Sheikh Khazal, Sheikh Jafar of Fallahiyah Chab 
is reported not long ago to have received similar letters frem the Bakhtiari Khans, If 
these reports are true, and the attitude of Sheikh Khazal recently towards the khans 
tends to confirm them, the latter are using their newly gained official power to subvert 
the sheik’s authority in Arabistan, 

Majest ul, in forwarding his trade report for Arabistan for the quarter 
ending September, 1909, draws attention to the openings existing for British firms at 
Mohammerah. M. Brassour intends to commence regular business in leather, eatables 












































and miscellaneous goods of French and English make. His advent is to be welcomed, 
as he will devote himself to a branch of trade wholly in German hands Of British 
firms, Messrs, Lynch Bros, seem wholly occupied with shipping,'and are doing nothing 
toexploit the local murkots ond imports, Mesore Lloyd Soutt. & Co. are at present 
wholly occupied with the business of the Anglo-Persan Oil Company, but are looking 
out for possible openings, and may perhaps take an active interest in trade later on. 
Messrs. Gray, Mackenziv & Co,, of Bussoral, have received instructions from hoe to 
inyestigute the possibilities of Mohammerah, with a 

there, His Majesty's consul is giving 





of the place, and it is much to be desired that th 
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it the Germans, They have always been on good terms with the sheikh, and 


‘he ipl bl aietaiso tothe TA. aatigh Gf cesIniperial| BARK: tl Basisteag 
to be opened at Mobammerah on the Ist January. 


©. B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché, 












(5081) No, 221. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14) 

Wo. 69. 

Sir, ) St. Petersburgh, February 4, 1910, 


” ] ALLUDED last night, in conversation with M. Stolypine, to the urgent need’ of 
the Persian Government of a small advance. He seemed to be well acquainted with 
the details. I remarked that all that was required was five million francs from each 
Government, He said that it was a mere bagatelle, Ieplied that such was the caso, 
‘but the funds would be of the greatest assistance to the Persian Government and were 
most urgently required. I regretted that the Minister of Finance was opposed to 
making ‘the advance. His Excellency said that M. Kokovtsoff was not, in reality, 
opposed to it. I remarked that in any cage he tied his purse-strings very tightly, 
M"Stolypino observed that the roles of the two Governments had changed. Formerly 
we had opposed an advance to the Government of the former Shah when the Russian 
Government had desired to make one, and now the case was reversed. I said that the 
situation was quite other, but I earnestly hoped that his Excellency would do his best 
to settle the matter in accordance with our suggestions. He said that it was to be 
decided within the next few days at a Cabinet committee. We were interrupted at 
this point of our conversation, 
Thave, &a 
A. NICOLSON. 





(5083) No, 222, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 


No, 72.) 
& St. Petersburgh, February 5, 1910. 

T ENQUIRED of M. Isvolsky this afternoon when tho committee would mect to 
decide on the question of making the advance of 400,000L, to the Persian Government, 
as I could gather from Sir G. Barclay’s tolograms, and especially from an interview he 
had recontly had with the Nast-ul-Mulk, how urgent the mattor was, His. Kxeelleney 
said that the meeting would be held within the next fow days, As there has been so 
much correspondence, telegraphic and other, of late on the subject of this advanco, 
and as there may be'a little confusion in the mind of M. Isvolsky, I thought it well to 
put in a few lines our point of view on the subject, I therefore addressed a private 
note to M. Isvolsky, of which I beg leave to enclose a copy. 








Thave, &, 
A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 222. 
Sir A, Nicolson to M. Isvolaky. 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 23 janvier 
Mou cher Ministre, (6 féorier), 1910: 
COMME le conseil se réunira tres prochainement pour prendre une décision sur 
Ja question d’une avanee & faire au Gouvernement persan, je voudrais préciser notre 
point de vue, qui consiste a faire Pavance de 10,000,000 de francs sans délai (5,000,000 
chacun) contre les six conditions sur lesquelles les représentants russe ot anglais so 
sont tombés daccord. Ce serait mioux, & notre avis, de no pas surcharger Pavance 
autres conditions, et de nous tenir strictemont aux termes des six conditions comme 
elles ont été rédigées par M. de Poklewsky ot Sir G. Barclay ensemble, Au risque de 
[1704] aN 
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trop vous ennuyer, je dois de nouveau exprimer Pespoir, va Turgence de la question, 
que le conseil émettra une opinion favorable sous bref délai. 


Votre, &c. 
A, NICOLSON. 








(5084) No. 223. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 



























hext for the reduction or withdrawal of the Russian troops. ‘The defeat and flight of 
Rahim Khan had disposed of that, individual as being a danger, and he was about. to 
propose to entrust the policing of the Ardebil road to the Pe I enquired as to 
the force ut Kazvin, ‘That also, M. Isvolsky replied, would have been withdrawn or 
Tnagely reduced, "Hl had always been in favour of recalling the Rusian troops on the 
first opportatnity, but after what had ogcurred in the Medjfiss it would be exceedingly 
Aifiowe for hin’ to press the matter, as it would have the appearance that Russia was 
elding to Persian pressure. er z 
sa aaid that L presumed that the proceedings of the Medjliss would have no influence 
lecision of the Russian Governinent in regard to a money advance to the Persian 
rf replied that was a separate question to be decided on its 
own merits, He asked whether we had not, been lauding detachments in the south, 
T told hin that a foree had been landed to seize a dépOt of arms, and he knew that we 
wero obliged to take active measures to check the gun-running, which had assumed 
serious proportions. ‘The force had re-embarked directly they had eflected their object 

M. Isvolsky suid that the conduct of the Persians towards Russia was very 
voxatious, He had recoived w note from the Persian chargé d'affaires, requesting that 
Rahim Khan should be extradited, ‘This was an inadmissible request. Rahim Khan 
hud been transported to the north in the Cauesus; and an enquiry would be held to 
ascertain whether he had been implicated in pillage or other misdeeds, and his 
treatment would depend on the results of that enquiry. Of course, it was out of the 
question to, think of surrendering, him to the Persian authorities. Steps lad boon 
taken to endeavour to prevent any influx of other fugitives into Russian territory. 

M. Iavolaky was wot incensed at what had occurred in the Medjliss, He regarded it 
‘as an unfortunate, untimely, and foolish ebullition of feeling, 

Thave, &e. 
‘A. NICOLSON. 
















His Exceller cy 
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(5155) No, 224. 
Sir @. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 
73, 
se = Constantinople, February 8, 1910. 


” WITH reference to my despatch No. ultimo, T have the houour to 
forwaril horewith a despatch from His M consul at Van, reporting on 








esty's acting 


the preposterous claim made by the vali of Van to the Solduz district as “annexed 
territory.” 


Thave, &o, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 
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Enclosure in No 224, 
Acting Vice-Consul Morgan to Sir G. Lowther. 


Sir, Van, December 29, 1909, 

AS regards the incident between Turks and Persians in the district of Solduz, 
south of Lake Urmiah, I had a conversation with the vali on the subject. His views on 
‘the matter are simple. 

Solduz. forms part of the annexed territory, and is under the jurisdiction of the Van 

llayet. Our troops have been in occupation there for the last three years, The 
i was produced by some forty Persians-entering the district and provokin, 
conflict with our troops. As a result of the conflict some five Persians were kille 
‘There were no casualties among the Turkish troops 

From the vali’s point of view, therefore, the contested zone and a good deal 
of Persian territory besides has now become “annexed territory.” ‘That Lam not the 
only person to whom the vali has spoken of the ‘annexed territory” I have proved by 
comparing notes with my French colleague, in conversation with whom the vali has 
often referred to the contested zone as “annexed territory.” 

‘When one considers that Turkish troops have now’ been in various Persian towns 
for some years, and have met with no other opposition than notes presented to the 
Turkish Government by the Persian Ambassador, it is natural that they should not, 
retire and that they should come to look on the territory occupied aa their own, 
No doubt they will continue to annex territory until they encounter some serious 
opposition, 














Thave, &e. 
JAMES MORGAN, 





(5076) No. 225. 
Sir @, Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey—(Recoived February 14.) 
(No. 66.) 


(Welegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Tam informed by M. Poklowski that ho has received the authorisation to join in 
offering an advance of 400,0001. on conditions reported in my telegram No. 23 of the 
18th January to Persian Government, subject to the rate of interest being fixed at 
7 or 8 per cent., and the mint revenue being added to supplement the security of the 
customs revenue. Further, in order to safeguard ourselves against any but bond fide 
Persian enterprises, particular care is to be exercised in the drafting of the last sentence 
of condition 4. 

We nay now, I presume, present our roply on these lines to the Persian Govern 
ment, but I defer taking action until I learn whether you have any instructions for 
me in regard to wording of condition 4, 


Tehvan, February 4, 1910. 














(4818) No. 226. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Ziles-Sultan, 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 14, 19 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Imperial Highness that the King’s private 
secretary duly: handed to His Majesty your letter of the 26th ultimo, requeting that 
instructions might be sent to his Minister at Tehran to protect your family and property 
in Persia, 

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to cause your Imperial Highness’s letter 
to be forwarded to me and to signify his commands that I should reply to it, and T have 
accordingly the honour to state that on the 27th ultimo instructions were sent to His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Paris to inform you of the steps taken by His Majesty's 
Government in view of the desire expressed’ by you for their intervention in the mute 
of the seizure by the Governor-General of Ispahan, under orders from the Persian 
Government, of two villages forming part of your property near that town. 

the letter addi to your Imperial Highness by ‘Sir F. Bertie in fulfilment of 
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these instructions has no doubt already reached you, but I have now learnt that the 
decision of the Persian Government to seize the property in question was due to your 
failure to meet a promissory note for 200,000 tomans given in addition to the 
100,000 tomans paid by you as ransom while your were in Persia last September. 

I must remind your'Imperial Highness that this exaction was the direct result of a 








Journey to Persia undertaken by your Imperial Highness in direct opposition to the 
‘advice tendered to you by His Majesty's and the Russian Governments, and in these 
circumstances I can but express my regret that His Majesty's Government have no 
ground for intervention to save you from the consequences of an act by which you 
furfeited your claim to their protection. 





Thave, &. 
E. GREY, 
(5355) No. 227. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 15,) 


Sir, Board of Trade, February 14, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 28th January and to previous correspon- 
dence on the subject of the provision of road-guards in Southern Persia, I am directed 
by the Board of ‘Trade to state, for the information of Sir E, Grey, that ‘the Board will 
have no objection to approaching interested British firms in the manner suggested in 
the last paragraph of your letter under reply. They doubt, however, whether they aro 
likely to be suceossful in removing the objections indicated in the letter from this 
department. of the 28th December, unless they are able to place those firms in posses- 
sion of some now facts bearing upon the matter with which at present the Board are 
not acquainted, 

Tho Board are unable to reconcile the figures in their possession with the view 

in your letter to be held. by Sir G. Barclay and Major Cox, to the effect that the 
imposition of a surtax of 10 per cent, at Bushire alone would be insufficient to provide 
tho necessary funds for the provision of the suggested road-guards, unless they are to 
understand that a limited scheme such as that suggested by Mr. Acting Consul Bill in 
his despatch of the Ist September is now considered to be out of the question. ‘Tho 
Board would have been disposed to expect, on the one hand, that the improved 
socutity of the roads from Bushire would counterbalance the cost of the small increase 
‘of duty on goods imported through that port, and so would prevent any diversion of 
trade; and, on the other, that the improvement of facilities solely at Bushire out of the 
proceeds of a tax levied on at all South Persian ports would tend to divert 
trade from the other ports to Bushire. 

Tn view, however, of the fact that their knowledge of local conditions is 
ssarily imperfect, the Board do not desire to press their objection to the surtax 
ing levied at all the South Persian ports, should Sir E. Grey think it desirable, on 
the balance of considerations, to give his consent. In that event, however, it seems to 
bo a question whether it would not be advisable for such consent to be given without 
any renewal of a discussion with the interested firms, from whom continued opposition 
may be anticipated, 
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Jam, &e. 
GEO. J. STANLEY. 





{6419} No. 228. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received Pebruary 15.) 
No. 68, 
{Nopeonbie) P. Tehran, February 15, 1910. 
HIS Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz reports a rumour that Soulet-ed-Dowleh has 
Been promised 40,000 tomans by the Sheikh of Mohammerah towards a movement 
against Ispahan and ‘Tehran by the Kashigais. 
In order to ascertain whether there is any foundation for this story, Ihave sent 
instructions to His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah to question the sheikh confidentially, 
and to warn him that he would alienate our sympathy by assisting such a mo 
and that the danger of intervention which would follow civil war in the 
imperative that he should persevere in his allegiance to the Go 
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[5439] No. 229, 


no. 58) S07: Neston to Sir Board Grey —(Reeived Peruary 15) 

(No. 56, 

(Telegraphic.) R. St, Petersburgh, February 15, 1910. 
RAHIM KHAN. 


Your telegram No. 73 of the 10th February and Sir G, Barclay’s telogram No. 52 
of tho 8th February. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs informs mo that Rahim Khan, besides some livo stock, 
brought with him about 200 carpets of various sizes, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
points out that it is difficult to take any steps without some more preciso data as to 
what property belongs to British subjects, and which he is supposed to have carried. 
away with him. He adds that propor course for any claimant to take is to bring his 
claims with proofs before police authorities, who could then enquire into matter, aud if 
stolen objects are found tribunals aro competent to decide as to their restitution, 









(5076) No. 230. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 29.) 
(Delegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, February 15, 1910. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance. See your telegram No, 66 of yesterday. 
His Majesty's Government would prefer a rate of interest of 7 por cont, to one of 
8 por cent., and trust that this will meet with M, Poklewaky's approval, As regards 
fourth condition, we prefer the wording given below 














No, 231. 








Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 30.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, February 15, 1910. 
"YOU stionldieuggoat to Persian Govoramont, us soen ae advance is sotiled, that 


they should give some evidence of friendliness towards ourselves and Russia, and you 
should especially impress upon them that it is impossible for Russia to take ‘any steps 
towards withdrawal of troops unless Persian Government and Medjliss. show her some 
signs of friendliness. y 

Persian Government cannot expect Russia to withdraw her troops under pressure, 
and specially while hostile demonstrations in Medjliss give her cause to think that with. 
Grawal of troops will be used by Persia to damage Russian interests in the north. 














(5445) No, 232. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Biioard Grey.—(Reecived Pobruary 16,) 
(No, 84.) 
ir, St. Petoraburgh, ebruary 13, 1910, 





° PELE following semi-official communiqué was published in'the press yesterday :— 


“Some foreign newspapers have circulated the news that the Russian Government 
protec) Rahim Ran, who te'fed into Bgedan tarritary, id that ey aco extending 
to him special hospi This news is an invention,” Rahim Khan, who played an 
active part in contending against the present Government, is regarded by the Russi 
[i704] 20 
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Government as a political offender, and as such, according to the generally recognised 
international custom, is not liable to extradition, In order to cut off all communication 
between this refugee and his fellow tribesmen in Persia, and to prevent on his part any 
Kind of intrigiie, he has been directed to move from the frontier and to betake himself 
to Ekaterinodar. 





Thave, &e. 
‘A. NICOLSON. 





(6446) No. 233, 
sees Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 16.) 
o. 85, 
i, St, Petersburgh, February 13, 1910, 





T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an aide-mémoire which I have 
received from the Russian Government defining their views in regard to the conditions 
to be attached to an advance to the Persian Government. 





Thave, &. 


NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 233. 
Aide-Mémoire communicated to Sir A, Nicaleon by M. Tsvolsky, 


LE Gouvernement Impérial so déclare prot A participer & une avance de 
10,000,000 de francs & faire sans délai, conjointement avec le Gouvernement 
Dritannique, au Gouvernement persan, ! ¥ 

Lo Gouvernement Impérial partage avis du Gouvernement britannique qu'il ne 
faudrait pas surcharger Vavance de conditions trop onéreuses et que le programme 
Slaboré par les Ministres de Russie et de la Grande-Bretagne & ‘Téhéran pourrait 
servir de base pour les négociations avec le Gouvernement persan. Tleroit, cependant, 
nécessaire de porter le montant des intéréts de Vavance 48 pour cent, & la rigueur & 
7 pour cent, étant.donné que les emprunts précédents de la Perse avaient été conclu 
4 raison de 9 A 12 ponr cent, ct qu’un emprunt étranger ultérieur plus considérable 

rait probablement étre réalisé & moins de 7 ow 8 pour cent. 
1 outro, lo Gouvernement russe préférerait que Vavance ffit garantie, en premier 
les revenus des douanes, et que ceux de la monnaie ne constituent qu'une 
hypoth?que supplémentaire. 

Des instructions dans co sens ont été expédiées par télégraphe au Ministre de 
Russio A Téhéran, quia été invité de s'entondre en méme temps avec son colldigue 
britannique en vue do rédiger Varticle 4 des conditions se rapportant & la question des 
chemins de for d'une fagon qui éearterait la possibilité de la formation de compagnies 
Persanos fictives pour la construction de chemins de fer & Vaide de capitaux étrangers, 
fu détriment des intéréts de la Russie et'de l’Angleterre, 

Lo Gouvernement Impérial se plait & eroire que le Cabinet de Londres voudra 
bien munir de son edté Sir G. Barclay d’instructions analogues. 


Saint-Péterabourg, le 30 janvier (12 féorier), 1910, 


























(5576) No, 234. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received February 16.) 





(No. 70. 
(Telegraphie.) P. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government 

Please refer to your telegram No. 29 of the 15th Febranry. 

I have the honour to report that to-day my Russian colleague and I presented a 
joint note to Persian Government, setting forth the conditions on which the two 
Governments are really to advanee 400,002. jointly. For conditions, please see my 
telogram No. 23 of the 18th January. ‘Only alteration is that security demanded is 
customs revenno, supplemented by addition of mint profits; advance to bear 7 per cent. 
interest. Wording suggested in your above-mentioned telegram has been adopted for 
condition dealing with railway enterprise. 


Tehran, February 16, 1910. 
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(4925) No. 235. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 21.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1910, 
ON receipt of your telegram No, 43, relative to tho transfor to the Bakhtiant 


Khans of the shares in the Rirst Exploitation and Bakhtiari Oil Companies to. which 
they are entitled, T caused a letter to be addressed to the Anuglo-Persian Oil Company 
informing them of your opinion that, even if they objected to the delivery to those 
chiefs of their shares till the oil as passed through the pipes, it would still be desirable 
that His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz should be made the channel of delivery of the 
shares when the time comes for these to be handed over. 

‘The letter concluded with an enquiry whether the company would see any objection 
to giving an undertaking to that effect. 

T transmit to you herewith copy of the reply of the company to this communica- 
tion,* from which it appears that, while they are glad to avail themselves of the good 
offices of His Majesty's consul in the matter, they consider that it will help to maintain 
the position of their agents ou the spot in relition to the khans if those agents are 

mesent at the time of delivery and hand the shares to Mv. Ranking, who would then 
wand them to the khans. 

T should be glad to receive an expression of your views on this proposal of the 
‘company, 











Lam, &e, 
BE, GREY, 
(5620) No. 236, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Reecived February 17.) 
Sir, India Office, Rebruary 16, 1910. 


IN reply to your letter dated the 7th February, 1910, forwarding copy of a k 
from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company as to the employment of Mr. Si i on 

the company’s survey in, South-West Persia, 1 am directed to inform you that 
Viscount Morley concurs with Sir E, Grey that, in the circumstances, it is unnecessary 
to take any action on the company’s letter, 












Lam, &. 
R. RITCHIE, 





(5622) No, 237, 
Admiralty to Foreign Ofice.—(Recvived Mebruary 17.) 


Sir, Admiralty, Mebruary 16, 1910, 

WITH referenco to your letter of the 24th September last. and. subsequent 
correspondence, I am cominanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
Tequest that you will acquaint the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that a 
telegram has ‘been received from the Commander-in-chief, Bast Indies, stating that 
His Majesty's consul-general, Bushire, reports that there is no prospect at present. of 
its being possible to dispense with the naval Maxim detachment which was sent up for 
the protection of the consulate at Shiraz last August. 

‘The detachment consists of Lieutenant Lang, R.N., one corporal, threo privates 
RALLL, and one armourer’s mate. 

My Lords consider that this is not a service on which nayal ranks and ratings 
should continue to be employed, and I am to request that tho Secretary of State may 
cause arrangements to be made for their relief, if necessary, by Indian troops at tho 
earliest date possible, as they are required to return to their ships. 

Tam, &e, 
©. 1. THOMAS. 










































































144 





{5618} ‘No, 238. 


India Office to Foreign O fice (Received February 17.) 


Sin, India Ofice, February 16, 1910. 

TAM directed by the Seeretary of State for India to say that he has given his 
earefill attention to your letter No, 1006 of the 31st January, on the subject of the 
further assurances which the Sheikh of Mobammerah desires to receive from His Majesty's 
Government, and Tam to offer the following remarks upon the proposals made by 
Secretary Sir B. Grey :— 


1. As regards the extension of the present assurances to the sheikh’s male 
descendants, I'am to say that the proviso that they are only to hold good so long as his 
male descendants not only fulfill their obligations to His Majesty’s and the Persian 
Governments, but also are acceptable to the tribesmen, removes the objection which 
Viscount Morley would have felt to giving an unqualified dynastic pledge, and he 
approves the proposal accordingly, 

2 On the point of the time limit, he is inclined to doubt the wisdom of departing 
fiom the present indefinite assuranc w of the uncertainty of the future in 
the Persian Gulf; and he is confirmed in his doubt by the consideration urged in 
paragraph 15 of your letter read with head 2 of Major Cox's memorandum, which 
explains the origin of the sheikh’s desire, He would accordingly suggest that this 
concession should be kept in reserve for the present. 

8, Lord Morley is willing to submit the sheikh’s name to the King for the grant 
of an honorary K,G.LE, on a suitable occasion, as to which Sir B, Grey will doubtless 
advise him, 

4, On the question o 
observes that, though the 
Jand introduces ino now prineipl 
and he sha wd 
































protecting the sikh against foreign axgression, his tolship 
ixteusion of the assurance fr defence to defence by 
ly ope us practical objections s 
> that His Majesty’ should not bind 
themselves to forcible intervention, He would suggest that the language of our agree- 
iment with the Amecr might jontly bo followed, and that the assurance should 

“His Majesty's Ge be prepared to aid you to such extent and in 
stich thamier as may app ‘able in the event of an unprovoked attack by 
a foreign Power ore nt ended for the 
shoikl'’s porsonal ‘as well as in that to be shown to the tribesmen, it should 
be made very: phi uuitee is conditional upon his teing guided by our 
advice and niaintaining an attitude satisiuetory to us, 

‘The other proposals seem to Lord Morley to be suitable ; but he would be glad 
ight be allowed to see the draft assurances in their final form before instructions 
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to them desi 
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fare sent to Sir George Barclay 


Tam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE, 












(5675) No. 239. 
Sin @, Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received February V7.) 
No. 71.) 
{tsiogeaphia) sy Tehran, February 17, 1910. 
PLUASD refer to your telegram No, 80 of tho 15th February. ‘The delay that 


1 Government approached the two Govermnents has apparently 
‘opposed to a joint advance ; we cannot, I think, count with any 
certainty on the aceoptance of our conditions. At any rate there appears to be no 
immediato prospect of a settlement of the question on which, I understand, the 
structions contained in your above-mentioned telegram become operative. 

Novertheless L have impressed upon Persian Government, on every occasion, that 
the withdrawal of Russian troops will not be bronght ‘about by anti-Russian 
demonstrations, and T have pointed out to them the desirability of proving their 
goodwill by giving satisfaction to Russian Minister with regard to the cases in which 
he is interested. 

‘here hi 





has olapsed since Pers 
strengthened the par 





























been no demonstration in the Medjliss agai 
resignation of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, but T dilficulty was 
experienced in averting hostile interpellations on the subject of the Cossack brigade. 
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[5702] No. 240, 


Foreign Ofice to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, Pebruary 11, 1910. 

WITH reforeno to miylotior of the. Sth allio iaauve tothe deat ofa British 
neier to aequire the interest of the Persian Government in the so-called “ D'Arcy 
Oil Concession,” I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he 
has received a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, reporting that, in urging. 
the Persian Government not to part with that interest, he thought it well to state to 
the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs that he expected to be apprised in the case of 
any future offers whieh they might receive, in order that he might inform your company, 
who possessed, morally, a preferential right of acquisition, Sit G. Barclay added, howe 
ever, that he knew that your company were very anxious that the Persian Government 
should retain their interest in the undertaking. 




















Thave, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(5692) No. 241, 


wo 53) Sirs Nlesaon to Sir Edvard Grey.— (Received February 18) 
(No. 58.) 
(Welographie.) P. 

PERSIA, 

I received a visit to-day from the Persian chargé daffaires, who called to ask 
whether any news had reached me from you with regard to Rahim ‘Khan's future, My 
answer was that I did not expect any news on this subject from His Majesty's 
Government. 

Porsinn chargé d'affaires then went on to say that he hind addressed an official 
request to the Russian Government for Rahim Khan's extradition, I said that. this 
fact was already known to me, and added that I believed that the Russian Government 
rogarded Rahim as a political refugee, and that the question as to whether he should 
be given up was one which rested entirely with the Russian Government, 

T pointed ont to the Persian chargé dallaires that Russia had just given © 

good will to Persia by joining with Great Britain in offering an advanco to the 

Persian Government, and T took the opportunity of impressing on him how necessary 

that Persia should adopt a conciliatory attitude towards Russia, Both Russia 

and Great Britain, T said, were most anxious to assist Persia, and wore working 

cordially together with that end in yiew; but the party whom both Powers were 
desirous of benefiting must also be ready to reciprocate the good feeling, 

(On his referring to th ‘l Persia of Russian troops, T said that 
s sure that the Ri ious for their withdrawal, but that 
ed that that step had not beon facilitated by the debate recontly held in the 


St, Petersburgh, February 17, 1910, 















































(5576) No, 242, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 





33.) 

(Telegraphie,) Tk 
YOUR telegram No. 70 fof Uth Febr 

Please telegraph text of conditions in 


Foreign Ofee, February 18, 1910. 
: Advanee to Persia. 
pher Rt, 











(5436) No, 243, 






Sir Eduard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


wae : Foreign Ofiee, February 18, 1910, 

THE Russ aseador informed Sir C, Hardinge on the 14th intart that he 

had learnt from the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Persian Minister at 
(1708) 2P 
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St. Petersburgh had presented a note, asking for the withdrawal of the Russian troops 
from Persian territory. : . 

His Excellency said that M. Isvolsky did not propose to give a written reply to 
this note, and that he considered that it would be impossible immediately to withdraw 
the Russian forces under pressure of this kind. 

M. Isvolsky emphasised the fact that the Russian Government had done a good 
deal for Persia of late in supplying the Persian Government with arms and ammunition 
and now in agreeing to the joint advance, ‘The best course to atlopt to facilitate the 
withdrawal of the troops would be to obtain some friendly manifestation on the part of 
the Medjliss to remove the ill-effects of their hostile attitude towards Russia. 

Count Benckendorff asked whether Sir G Barclay could assist matters by giving 
advice in this sense, and Sir C. Hardinge replied that he would submit the question 
to me, 

Tt appears to me that the joint advance will present a favourable opportuni 
obtain a manifestation of the kind required towards Great Britain and Russia, which 
mld be mueh easier to obtain than any demonstration in favour of Russia alone. Tt 

se for prolonging the stay of the Russian troops should 
soon as the negotiations for the advance are completed by the 
ent, it would be well that Sir G. Barclay should advise them to make 
tation in the desired se 

Taccordingly addressed to Sir G, Barclay on the 15th instant my telegram No, 30, 
furnishing him with the instructions required to curry out this idea. 

Tam, &e. 
BE, GREY. 










































be removed, and 
Persian 














(5842) No, 24, 





Sir G, Bavelay to Sir Bdward Grey —(Reeeived February 19.) 





Sir, Tehran, February 1, 
WITH reference to my telogram No, 700 of the 29th August last, I have the 
honour to report that E at last succeeded in eliciting an ollicial reply to my 
repeiited enquiries as to who is the Imperial commissioner of the Oil Company. 
Mho Minister for Foreign Affairs has now informed me in writing that Sadik-es- 
Sultanch continues to be the commissioner. 





















Thave, &c. 
BARCLAY. 





No. 





[5823] 





rruary 19.) 


St. Petersburgh, February 16, 191 
I HAVE tho honour to transmit herewith copies of a correspondence 
M Iavolsky in regard to the property which Rahim Khan may haye taken with him 
into Russian territory, and which may include some articles which he pillaged from 
British subjects. 

Thav 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. iived 





(Re 





(No. 90.) 








key 
A. NICOLSO? 













Enclosure 1 in No. 2 





Sir A. Nicolson to M, Tsvols! 





int-Pétersbourg, le 29 janvier 
istre, (1 feerier), 1910. 

ez dit Vautre jour qu’une enquéte serait ouverte au sujet des agisse- 
monts dle Rahim Khan. On pense qu’il a apporté avec lui sur le territoire russe assez 
do butin provenant de son activité dans ces derniers temps; et on me fait savoir que 
quelques sujets anglais ont été victimes de ses dGprédations. Test possible que parmi 
ses effets il se trouve des objets appartenant & mes compatriotes, et je vous serais trés 














































ua 


reconnaissant si yous voulez bien faire indiquer aux autorités compétontes l'opportunité 
de s'enquérir sur Vorigine des effets que Rahim Khan a apportés avec lui. 
Votre sinedrement dévous, 
‘A. NICOLSON, 


Enelosuro 2 in No. 245, 
M. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, Saint-Pétersbourg, te 2 (15) féorier, 1910. 
D'APRES les données dont jo dispose, Rahim Khan’ n'a pu emporter avee lui 
qu'une partic fort limitée de son avoir: il n'a introduit en Russie que 240 tétes de gros 
il, un troupeant de 200 moutons & peu pres, et environ 200 tapis de différentes 
ons. 
is du reste attirer votre attention sur le 
dans votre lettre ne possbdent pas un carsetdre suflisamment précis pour nous donner 
la possibilité de proeéder A ne enquéte, Conformément aux lois en vigueur, les 
qui suspectent quelqu'un de récélor des objets leur appartenant sont. tenues 
ser aux autorités policidres et de leur fournir les preuves: nécessaires de leurs 
roits de propriété sur ces objets, aprés quoi la police procede aux perquisitions 
dusage et, si les objets en question sont retrouvés, c'est aux tribunaux d'en prononeer 
Ta restitution au propriétaire. Il me semble quo dans le. cas présent ceci est Ia seule 
Yoie ouverte a vos compatriots qui soupgonnent Rahim Khan de réeéler des objets leur 
appartenant, 






















it que les renseignements contenus 
























Votre sinctrement dévoué, 
ISVOLSKY. 








(5865) No. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(R 


46, 





ei 





eee id February 19.) 
(Pel 





graphic) Ry ; Pehvan, Februar 
_ _ YOUR telegram No, 33 instructing me to telegraph “ text of conditi 
is the one you requir ndition 4 is worded as in your telegram N 
Sth February. 


‘To telegraph full text would cost 301, 


19, 1910. 
a” Which 
‘0, 29 of the 










of my telegram No, 23 of any importance is in 
possible” is substituted for “in diwe course,” 











(5932) No, 247. 
(sb.00) Vicolson (o Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. St, Petersburgh, Pebruary 19, 1910, 





PROPOSED advance to Persian Government, 

Inaccurate accounts of the conditions attached by the two Governments. to 
the advance are being published by certain papers here, and M. Isvolsky therefore 
mentioned to me today tho question of whether somo authentic details shold not be 
communicated to the press. I said that the present moment seemed inopportune for 
such a step, and with this M. Isvolsky agreed, but sugested that it would ho well that 
some agreement should be arrived at by the two Governments as to what communication 
could be made a little later on to the pre 
__No news had reached M. Isvolsky from Tehran as to how the Persian Government 
viewed the conditions attached to the advance, and | thought it as well not to mention 
to him at present that there was any possibility of the Porsiaus making difficulties or 
of delays occurring. 
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(6933) No. 248. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February 19.) 





No. 61. 
(ieee hic.) P. St. Petersburgh, February 19, 1910. 

RETENTION of Russian troops in Persian territor 

In a conversation with M. Isvolsky to-day, I took the opportunity of referring to 
the continued presence of Russian troops in Persia. M. Isvolsky said that if an 
opportunity presented itself and if no further manifestations were made on the subject 
by Persia, he would be prepared to withdraw the troops from Kazvin. I said that this 
would have an excellent effect. M, Isvolsky went on to say that the news which 
reached him from Tabreez was not quite satisiactory ; that the Governor-General there 
wus powerless ; and that trouble was being stirred up by Sattar and Baghir Khan, 
while thero was no security for traffic on the Ardebil road. I sug: that the 
re-establishment of order might perhaps be entrusted to Ephrem’s forces, but to this 
M, Isvolsky replied that Ephrem’s men would probably only still further compli 
the situation by coming into collision with the followers of Sattar and Baghir. 
Ephrem’s attitude, moreover, was that it was impossible for him to make any move- 
ment so long as the Russian forces remained at Tabreoz or in the neighbourhood. 

‘The withdrawal of the troops from Kazvin seems to offer the line of least resistance, 
‘and would also perhaps go some way towards conciliating the Persians, and I think, 
therefore, that for the present I should concentrate M. Isvolsky’s attention on this 
point. In two or three days’ time I will again approach him on the question, 
























































(6576) 0, 249. 





Foreign Office to India Off 
(Secret.) 





Poreign Ofice, February 19, 1910. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 11th December last and other correspondence 
relative to the proposed advance of 400,000/, to be made jointly by His Majesty's 
Hovernment and the Russian Government to the Persian Government, | am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to infor Persian Governinent have bee 
formed that the two Governments ure prepared to make the advance subject to the 
following six conditions : 




















1, The Persian Gove 
whieh m 





must present 





sammie of expendity 
ts with the approval of the two legations, which expenditure 

will he controlled ion composed of the 
trator of the Customs, two members of the Medjliss, and. 
piesideney of the Minister of Fi No payment 
nt without the ce with 
















two other Persia 
shall be made to any 
the approval of the con 
2, The 














orts, 

3, The programme of expenditure must provide for the formation of a sufficient 
gendarmerie or road-guard for the protection of the trade routes, and the Persian 
Government must undertake that foreign instructors, with the previous approval of 
Great Britain and Russia, shall be engaged as soon oe possible. It is undeistood that 
xno forcign instructor for any Persian force shall be engaged without the consent of the 
two Powers, : 

4, Pe 























ia will grant no cone 
Hix Majesty's and the Ru 
Tis Majesty's and the Russ 





for railway lines without previously offering to 
Governments the option of constructing such 
vernments will not exercise this option in the case of 
‘concession which they are satisfied is to be granted to a Persian subject for construc- 
tion and exploitation by exclusively Persian capital. (The term ‘Persian capital” is 
taken to include a combination of Persian with Pritish or Russian capital, and this 
would be made clear to the Persian Government.) 
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5, The Persian Government must grant to the Tabreez Road Company the conces: 
sion for the navigation of Lake Urumia. 

6. The repayment of the advance must be a first charge on a subsequent larger 
loan to be raised by the Persian Government in the open market if His Majesty's and 
the Russian Governments agree to facilitate this transaction, failing which it must be 
repaid in ten annual instalments, together with 7 per cont. interest, both principal and 

terest being secured on the revenues of the customs with the profits of the Persian 
mint as a supplementary guarantee, 





Tam accordingly to request tht Viscount Morley will be so good as to cavse the 
necessary instructions to be given for the sum of 100,000L, representing the half of the 
British share of the advance to he contributed from Indian finds, to be retransferred to 
the Imperial Bank of Persia, who have been instructed to reovive it and to placo it to 
the order of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 

Tam to add thut the Treasury have been asked to take similar steps as regards the 
half of the advance to be provided from Imperial sources. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 











(5576) No. 250. 
Foreign Ofice to Treasury, 
(Secret.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Mebruary 19, 1910, 


TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to refer to Sir Edward Hamilton's 
letter of the 26th August, 1907, and previous correspondence relative to.a joint advance 
of 100,001, whieh it had been proposed that His Majesty's Government and the Russian 
Government should make to the Persian Government, 

he Lons Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury aro aware hat the amount of 
this advance was never actually paid to the Persian Goverument, and that on the Sth 
September, 1907, the Imperial Bank of Persia, to wl 
half of the Imperial, and 100,001, as the whole of the Indian contrib 


ly. 











as appears from Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 16th August, 1907, by which Sir 1. Grey 
advance 





might a, 
the transactic 
Tam to 





circumstances have, in the opinion of Sir E, Grey and the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, now arisen, and that they have decided, after a 
prolonged exchange of views, to comply with a request which they have received from 
the Persian Government by advancing to the latter jointly a sum of 400,001, to be 
devoted to the re-establishment of order in the country and the introduction of certain 
pressing reforms in the administration, 

‘The Persian Government have been informed that the two Governments are 
prepared to make the advance subject to the following six conditions 

1, The Persian Government must present a detailed programme of expenditure of 
the money which meets with the approval of the two legations, which expenditure 
according to the programme will be controlled by a commission composed of the 

nncial Adviser, the Administrator of the Customs, two members of the Medjliss, and 
two other Persians, under the presidency of the Minister of Finance, No payinent 
shall be made to any department without the signature of the Minister of Finaneo with 
the approval of the comm and of the Minister whose department is concerned, 

2. ‘The programme of expenditure must provide for the appointment of seven French 
officials in the Ministry of Finance, with executive powers, in accordance with the 
recosmendations contained in a report recently submitted to the Persian Government 
hy the Financial Adviser, and no part of the advance will be paid until the Persian 
Government have formally applied to the French Government for the loan of these 
experts, 

‘The programme of expenditure must provide for the formation of a suflic 
gendarmerie or read-guard for the protection of the trade routes, and’ the Pe 
(1705) 2Q 
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Government must undertake that foreign instructors, with the previous approval of 
Great Britain and Russia, shall be engaged as soon as possible. It is understood that 
no foreign instructor for any Persian force shall be engaged without the consent of the 
two Powers, 

4, Persia will grant no concession for railway lines without previously offering to 
Hig Majesty's and the Russian Governments the option of constructing such lines. His 
Majesty's and the Russian Governments will not exercise this option in the case of a 
concession which they are. satisfied is to be granted to a Persian subject for constraction 
and exploitation by exclusively Persian capital. (‘The term “ Persian capital” is taken 
to inelude a combination of Persian with British or Russian capital, and this would be 
made clear to the Persian Government ) 

5, ‘Tho Persian Government must grant to the ‘Tabreez Road Company the con- 
cession for the navigation of Lake Urumia. 

6, ‘The repayment of the advance must be a first charge on a subsequent larger 
loan to be raised by the Persian Go and 
the Russian Governments age eilitato this transaction, failing which it must be 

id in ton annual instalments, together with 7 per cent, interest, both principal and 
crest being secured ou the revenues of the Customs, with the profits of the Persian 
mint as 1 supplementary guarantee. 

Tam accordingly to request that th 


























nment in the open market if His Majest 
ili 












Lordships will be s0 good as to cause the 
necessary instructions to be giv enting the half of the 
British share of the advance to bo contributed from lunp\ to be re-transferred 
Bank of Persia, who have been instructed to receive it and to place it 

to the order of His Majosty’s Minister at ‘Tehran, : 
Tam to add that the India Olfice have been asked to take similar stops as regards 
the half of the advance to be provided from Indian source 


























(5576) No. 251. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank: of Persia, 
(Seoret.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by Seoretary Sir Edward 
letter of the 28th September, 1906, marked  Secre 
400,001, which it was at that time proposed that His Majesty’s Government aud the 
Russian Government should make to the Persian Government, 

Your directors are aware that the British share of this advance amounted to 
£200,000L,, contributed in equal proportions by the Imperial and Indian exchequers, and 
that of this sum one-halfof the former and the whole of contribution (150,000. 
in all) were placed to the order of His Majesty" Tehran in the Imperial 
Bank i 

‘They will further recollect that, 
Majesty's aud the Russian Governments, the amount of the advance 
pail to the Persian Government, and that on the Sth Soptember, 
Sir [. Grey's request, returned to the ‘Treaswy and India Office respectively the s 
which they’ bad contribute 

It wis, however, agreed by the two Coveraments 
the advance should be considered still to remain at the d 
mont, and it was on this understanding that the abovi 
mad 












hruary 19, 1910. 
ir Charles Hardinge 
to a joint advance of 




















ister 











a8 a result of further negotiations between Hi 














time that the amount of 
posal of the Persian Govern= 
mentioned repayment was 











xchange of views lietween the two: 


mn to inform you that recently this question has again formed the subject of an 

mnionts, who have now informed the Persian 
‘niment that they are prepared to advance to them jointly a sum of 400,000 
Certain conditions will be imposed ow the Persian Goverament in, connection with this 
advance which will be devoted to the re-establishment of order in the country and to 
the introduction of 1 pressing reforms in the administration, aud the expeniditure 
of whieh will bo strictly controlled, 

As on the former occasion, His Majesty's Government will contribute one-half of 
tho sum adyanced, ww ¢ more be provided by the Imperial and Indian 
exehiequors in equal shar edt in the Imperial Bank of Persia to the order of 
His Majesty's Minister at Teliran. 
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If larger loan is raised at any future time the repayment of this advance will be 
a first charge upon it, failing which it must be repaid in ten annual instalments 
together with 7 per cent. interest, both principal and interest being secured on the 
revenues of the Persian customs, with the profits of the Persian mint as a supplementary 
guarantee. 

T am accordingly to request that, on the receipt of the above-mentioned sums of 
money, which, if the Persian Government accept the requisite conditions, will be sent 
to the Imperial Bank of Persia from this department and the India Office, they may 
ye placed with ax little delay as possible to the order of His Majesty's Minister at 

wehran. 








Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(5965) No. 252. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Reecived February 21.) 





Constantinople, Februai 

‘T PASHA said to me to-day that, as His \ 

often made representations concerning Turkish acti 

out what difficulties they were in in Southern Persia. The Bagdad merchants who had 

trade with Persia were incurring daily and very considerable losses to their caravans, 

nd all their representations to the Persian Government remained without result, The 

ng a very serious one, and tho Bagdad deputios were constantly 

demanding energetic measures, and the Turkish Government ware at a loss to know 
what to do, 

Rifaat Pasha w 

had incurred those los 


” 15, 1910. 
ajesty’s Government had so 
min Persia, he desired to point 




















not very clear as to the district in which Turkish merchants 
and { did not encourage him in the conversation, 

Thave, & 

GERARD LOWTHER. 














(6204) 





0, 2 


Nicolson to Sir Bdweard G: 





(Received February 21.) 





St, Peteraburgh 
‘olsky this morning on the 
emarked that he was anxio1 
task wag rendered more difficult by the Persians themsel 
the Persian chargé Walfuires had requested the withd 
request on the statement that “order reigned throug! 
that it was hardly necessary to make any comment on, such a stateaent in view of the 
fact that the Ardebil route was still infested by brigauds, that the Russian consul- 

at Shiraz, and that the brigands responsible for the attack 

were still at large and unpunished ; that, in fact, there was 

throughout tho whole of South Persia ‘The Persian Government was most 

icial notes in the seuse in which they had addiessed their Fecent 

would give him a handle to propose withdrawal of the Russian troops 
azvin if they would only show some signs of reason and friendliness, but whe 

all he had in hand were notes of the above-mentioned nature it was difficult for hin to 

Jay the matter before the Cabinet. 


, February 21, 1910. 
of the Russian troops 
0 recall them, but that his 
nt official note 
of the troops, basing his 
M, Isvolsky added 












































(6205) No. 251. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Hdward Grey—(Reevived February 21.) 

(No. 68.) 

(Telegraphic) P. St, Petoraburgh, February 21, 1910. 
M. ISVOLSKY spoke to me to-lay on the subject of the request of the Per 

Goverument for the extradition of Rahim Khun, which, he said, could not be a 

. Lobserved that I understood that there was a supplementary conv 

treaty of IS44, by which dhe question of the repatriation of refui 





nt 
\ d 
tion to the 
‘as dealt with. 






















































M. Iavolsky replied that the convention to which I alluded did not apply in any way to 
the present case of Rahim, and that it referred solely to regulating the ordinary 
movement backwards and forwards across the Russo-Persian frontier, and to the issue 
of passports—such frontier matters in fact as had to be regulated in a similar way on 
other frontiers. 

















ddward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





, February 21, 1910. 
VAL Maxim detachment at Shiraz (see your telegram No. 738 of the 22nd 








nber last year). 
Commander-in-chief, Ba: 
at present ther 
Tn view of wish expres 
‘md the detachment return as soon 
ny such troops would be required for the purpose? 


Indies, learns from acting consul-general at Bushire that 

ig with detachment, 

by Admiralty that Indian troops should take their place 
possible to their ships, will you inform me how 





no possibility of disper 
















Sir Bdward Grey to Sir A 





*vbruary 21, 1910. 





to Persia (see your telegram No. 60 of the 19th 
vation at the present 
no cotnmunieation to the press without previous consultation w 





noment, and will make 




















ir G. Barclay to s ry (Received February 22, 


Tehran, February 








° with viow expressed in Sir A. N 

19th February that it should be our object for the mom 
wal of the Russian force fro 

From a despatch which 1 hav 

av that it would be unwi 


colson’s telegram No. 61 of the 
to bring about the 








pived from His Maj 
© to withdraw troops from Tabr 
fedai organisation is dissipated, and Sattar and Bagher are removed. 

shortly. be passing through Tehran, and I shall report further after consultation 


y's acting consul at 








(Very Confidential) 

to think from information which reached me yester 

ndesirables among the nationalist volunteers in the capital tight 
After careful enquiry I 

nly as St. Petersburgh may h 








jovernment difficulty. m satistied that no trouble need be 





















Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 





, Foreign Office, February 22, 1910. 
inform me whether Persian Govern ¥ to object to scheme 
for placing barges and launch on the Upper Karun, for transport of 
ea right to do this under artic 

tial for them to 

nd I understand that 





Company claim that the 














carry out the scheme owing to insufficiency of present ser 


¥ propose to do so short 
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[5675] No. 259. 


Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 
compliments to the Russian Ambassador, and, with reference to his Excellency’s 
conversation with Sir C. Hardinge on the 15th instant, in the course of which the 
latter read to him the text of a telegram which had been sont to His Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran relative to the present anti-Russian agitation in Persia, has the honour to 
state thats tslogram line now been received from Sin G. Barclay on thia wubjoot 

Sir G. Barclay reports that it is impossible to count with any certainty on the 
acceptance by the Persian Government of the conditions attached by His Majesty's and 
the Russian Governments to tho proposed joint advance, since the delay which has 
ocenrred in formulating those conditions appears to have strengthened the party of 
opposition to the advance. 

Sir G. Barclay has, however, lost no opportunity of urging upon the Persian 
Government the desirability of showing goodwill by the settlement of the cases which 
his Russian colleague is pressing on them, and of pointing out that an anti-lussian 
agitation is not the best way to secure the withdrawal of the Russian troops still in the 
country. 

Sir G. Barclay adds that, though hostile interpellations in the Medjliss were only 
averted with difficulty on tho 15th instant, there has been no demonstration in that 
‘Assembly against the presence of the Russian forces sinco the fall of the Persian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Foreign Ofico, February 22, 1910. 

















(5439) No. 260. 
Foreign Ofico to Messrs, Orump & Son, 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 22, 1910. 





TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to refer you to my letter of the 10th 
February, 1909, and previons correspondence, relative to tho theft: by Rahim Khan of 





some carpets belonging to Messrs. Nearco Castelli and Brothers, 

You are probably aware, from reports which have appeared in the public press, 
that Rahim Khan, after the complete defeat of his forces by the troops of the Persian 
Government, took refuge in Russian territory, whoro he still remains, 

On the Sth instant His Majosty’s Minister at ‘Tehran reported that he had urged 
on his Russian colleague the desirability of confiscating any ill-gotten property which 
Rahim Khan might have carried away with him, and that M, Poklewski had stated 
that ho had submitted the matter to his Government. 

Sir G. Barclay added that Rahim Khan was said to have taken across the Russian 
frontier most of his movable property, consisting for tho most part of plundered 

«lise, which incladed, not improbably, Messrs, Castelli’s carpets. 

Grey accordingly instructed His Majesty's Ambassador at, St. Petersburgh 
‘on the 10th instant to request the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to verify this 
report, and on the 16th Sir A. Nicolson replied that M. Isvolsky had informed him that 
Rahim Khan had brought with him into Russian territory some 200 carpets of various 
sizes. 

M. Tavolsky had, however, pointed ont that it was difficult to take any steps 
without some more precise data as to what part of this property belonged to British 
subjects, and had added that the proper course for any claimant to take was to bring 
his claim, supported by proofs, before the police authorities, who could then enquire 
into the matter, and that, if stolen objects were found, the tribunals were competent to 
decide as to their restitution. 

1am accordingly to state that, if your clients wish to raise such a claim, in case it 
should turn out, as seems probable, that their carpets are among those now in Rahim 
Khan's possession, they should forward it to this office for communication to the 
Russian Government through His Majesty's Embassy at St. Petersburgh. 

Tam, & 
LOUIS MALLET, 
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No. 261. 







(6489) 





Sir G. Lowther to Sir Hadward Grey —(Received February 23.) 
(No, 34, Confidential.) 

































success, 
Whilo informing his Government by telegraph, M. Scharykow refrains from giving 
any opinion regarding this communication, 











No. 262. 


(6451) 
eens) Sir @. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received February 23.) 
lo. 75.) 

(elegeaphic.) P. Tehran, Rebruary 23, 1910. 

ALIN KHAN. 

Please refer to your telegraphic communication No. 6 of the 19th November, 1908, 
and to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 56 of the 15th February, 1910. 

At the request of Italian Minister, M. Poklowski has asked I 
allow Rahim Khan's plunder to be inspected by an agent of Castel 


De 








ian Government to 


















(6452) No. 263, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 23.) 
(No, 76.) 
(Pele; phic) 2 Tehran, February 23, 1910. 
REPORTS from Bushire seem to indicate an endeavour on the part of Soulet-ed- 











Dowloh to form the tribes of Southern Fars into a confederacy for the purpose of 
checking the spread of the influence of the Bakhtiari, It is said that Soulet intends 
raeaeat northwards (please refer to my telegram No. 68 of the 15th February), and, 
although the truth of this story seems to me doubtful, I think that Soulet will continua 
to harass the Persian Government in Fars unless he can be assured that the Minister 
of the Interior will not take advantage of office to remove him from the ilkhanishi 

Sardar Assad is being pressed to effect a compromise, and the new Governor. 
General of Fars has, T understand, been instructed to try to arrive at an agreement 
with the Kashgai chieftain. 


— 


(6474) No. 264. 























Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Gre 





~(Received February 23.) 





0. 71.) 
‘olegraphic.) Tehran, February 23, 1910. 

TEFERENCE to Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram No. 61 of the 19th February. 

M. Poklowsky informs me that he has suggested to St. Petersburgh that the 
settlement of certain cases should be accepted by Russian Goverment as an earnest 
of friendly feeling, upon which withdrawal of troops be made conditional. ‘The 
arrangement of these cases has frequently heen promised, but they require reference 
to the National Assembly. ML Poklewsky proposes to inform Persian Government that 
if hie is given satisfaction in these matters he would be prepared, provided that there 
ja no further outbreak of disorder nor demonstration against Russian troops, and on 
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the condition that the position of Russian officers in the Cossack brigade i 

p jon thi : ; rigade is confirmed. 

in a mi h former Seman and conventions, definitly wo promise withdrawal of 
spute has recently arisen regarding the righ isi 

M. Poklowaky informs me Gat fran sectres this ight © Sami oears 





(6486) No. 265. 
aia. Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Reecived Pebruary 23.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, February 23, 1010, 
OTL company. a 
Please refer to your telegram No, 36 of the 22nd February, 
ersian Government will, I anticipate, object strongly to th 1. 
__ Deonsider that articles 2 and 3, on which oll company rely, are irrelevant to the 
Point jn question, and I fear thatthe necssary permission wil bo very har to obtain, 
lease seo Hertalet’s Persian treaties, p. 58, and p. 12 of Asia pri is 
sang etay se Herat p. 58, and p. 12 of Asin print January-Juno 





(6594) No. 266, 


Mr. F. 0. Strick to Foreign Ogice—(Received February 24,) 


Baltic He 6 St 
seaiteptates, io Hous, Landen Sta Londo, 
POSSIBLY it may interest you to know that Messrs. Traun, Stiitken and Co., of 
Hamburg havo jut booked a pisage for a person whom they designate ay Mr. Consul 
manu, from Marseilles ire, on our steam-ship “ i ,” sail 
enstaloe es ea aa ar steam-ship * Kurdistan,” sailing from 





Yours sincerely, 
FRANK C. STRICK, 





(6595) N 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 24.) 





07. 


(No. 79.) ‘sya 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, Rebruary 9 

L HAVE the honour to submit the following reply trom} His Mabaty cat 
consul at Shiraz, to whom I repeated your telegram No. 34 of tho 2ist February wit 
a request for observations :— Me 


“Situation in neighbourhood of Shiraz is quito indefinite—anythin 
‘There appears to be no prospect of arrival of Governor-Gi possibility of 
his dig anything i fe cone se oate anit rote i ot 
__ “With regard to the roads the route by Kazerun is entively blocked 3 iti 
impossible to force a passage by the Jirreh road. Wo should therefore have teltsce 
to Soulot’s willingness to give a safe-conduct, to his good faith and power of protectin 
afore, all of which are uncertain. In connection with this lattor point, Soulet i eg 
present reported to be combating a revolt of Kashgai chieftains, further if he beg 
formed the plans reported in Major ‘Trevor's telegrain No. 199 (pleaso refer to imp 
telegram No. the 23rd February), he would be greatly tempted to gain possession 
of Maxim. Even if he agreed to safeguard detachment 19 the coast, Idoult wlietle 
te woul permit the zlieving fore to rose to Shiraz i 
“The change proposed in Foreign Olfice telegram appears to me, 
very risky, additionally so as there is no telegraph line on this route. dee Ciaeezezsone) 
“The situation, it must be remembered, has altered entirely in consequence of the 
success and impunity which attended the attack on Russian consul., ‘Those savages 
would merely suppose that fear on our part allowed them to go unpunished,” 
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Te appears unwise to withdraw the Maxim detachment in view! of these 
circumstances. 

Central Government, having realised that it is impossible to coerce Kashgai 
chieftain, are endeavouring to enlist his aid on the side of order. If these steps lead 
caaeithing, T would propose to have a message conveyed to Soulet-ed-Dowleh warning 
him of the consequences that will inevitably be brought about by a continuance of 
disorder in Fars province. 
















(6600) No, 268. 
ans Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received February 24.) 
fo. 81.) 
{nt raphic.) P. Tehran, February 24, 1910. 
BLEASE refer to my telegrams No, 68, 76, and 79 of the 15th, 23rd, and 


24th February, respectively. 

His Majesty's acting consul-general at Bushire telegraphs as follows -— 

“Hig Majesty’ eouaul at Mohammorah gives the aesunt herewith transmitted of 
his interview with the Sheikh of Mohammerah : 


“Up till now L have confined myself to exchanging letters and compliments with 
Soulet-ed/Dowleh. [have not pledged myself in any manner. Other tribal leaders in 
‘Porsin havo, howover, written to urge me to combine against the Bakhtiari ascendenoy. 

“On Sardar Astad's return from Europe he spoke to me solemnly before proceeding 
to Tehran that he would retire to prove his disinterestedness as soon as he 
atablishod constitution, He has broken his word to me, and is establishing a tyranny, 
{n comparison. to which provious despotism was preferable, on the plea of con- 
stitutionalism. 

“UThe. governorship of Tehran, Yozd, Ispahan, and Behbehan, has been given to 
to Bakhtiari For years [ have shared in the governorship of Behbehan, and now the 
Bukhtiari’s gover find boys of deserving men and looted 
their houses, He is also w ntriguing in my lands at Zaidan. 

“ "At Ram Hormus the jmilar to that at Behbehan. Bakhtiari 
sowary are at present demand 
near Shuster, whic hi 

“<Gravo trouble will certainly result if T permit such a state of 


























irs to continue, 
renounce their 


ereditary 
enemy of the Bakhtiari, will fall a prey to them after the defeat of the sab 
nd due Kubyilui, Thave heard it said that the governorship of Arabistan is to 
invested in Bakhti 

Sardar Assad takes steps to make 
—so Sardar Assad’s wife boasts—not to put any ‘obstacle in his way. I donot believe 
this, but | should be glad to be reassured in this matter. 

Hoe ttitaare actuating the Bakhtiari Perfect order reigns here ; my taxea 
are paid up to date; [maintain friendly relations with governor. T have received 
Mogens tt an snaulting nature, such a3 no Minister has ever sent, me before, from 
Hea da Miniter of the Interior, particularly as regards the Oil Company's 
afi, 

«« When I aided the Bakhtiari to get rid of the Shah and to establish a consti- 
tution, His Majesty's Government raised no protest. I’ must be on the winning side: 
the interests of my rule and of my tribesmen demand it, I should be cutting, my own 
throat if | were to continue to support Bakhtiari ascendency in the eapital. 

“However, L shall refrain trom taking any aetion whatsoever if His Majesty’e 

‘Taggree toseoure me against the internal aggression of Bakhtiari, or of the 
inerwioe any own intoreste and those of my tribemnen must 
























the pressure which is ought to bear on Sardar Assad to 
vie Rashyad chieRtain is known I defer comments 
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(6615) No. 269, 


Sir @, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 24.) 


(No. 82.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
Hae Tehran, February 24, 1910. 


Tn continuation of my telegram No. 78 of the 23rd February, I have the honour to 
report that, His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah, who has advised the Oil Company, 
meine oa Be, to. lace the Jauneh a the Upper Karun on its arrival, reports 
rhat, so long as the launch is employed for the purpose of th i is 
Tile kel of any protest aie aa ey ee CL DEES AGRI 

[adhere to my opinion that the Persian Government would raise strong objection 
to this launch being placed on the Upper Karun without, permission, Sat have! 
instructed Lieutenant Wilson to warn company to take no steps for the present, 

& Tn ie meantime I shall apply for the desired permission to the Persian 
yvernment 





(6489) No. 270. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 

(No. 42.) 

(Celegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, February 24, 1910, 
SUBJECT to consent of your colleague, you may inform Rift Basho, in 

connection with your telegram No. 84 of yesterday, that the attitude of His Majesty's 

Government is as follows :— 


‘They consider the recall of Persian Ambassador to Tehran as a matter which 
or the Ambassador himself and his Government, and do not see how tho present 
case necessitates assurances on their part. 








(6629) No. 271. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 

(ues) d pied 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofico, Rebru 

DISTURBANCES at Tabrooz. USE OO 
_ Thear from Count Benckendorft that, in 
Khans intend to take bast in Turkish consulate-genoral at Tabreez and are creating 
trouble in the town, his Government have instructed M. ‘Tcharykow to urge Ottoman 
Government to insttuct their consul-general to, refuse bast t0 the Kkhans, Russian 
Government are acting on the ground of a promise given by the Porte. They ask for 
the support of His Majesty's Government at Constantinople, which your Excellency is 
authorised to give accordingly. 











iow of report that Sattar and Baghir 
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(5355) No, 272, 
Foreign Office to Board of Trade, 


Sir, Foreign Osfico, February 24, 1910. 

I AM direoted by Secretary Sir Edwand Grey to eAcawicige the recnipt of your 
letter of the 14th instant, on the subject of the provision of guards for the protection 
of trade on the roads of Southern Persia. 

Lam to observe that Sir E. Grey regards the scheme suggested by the British 
acting consul at Shiraz, to which reference is made in the second paragraph of your 
letter, as superseded by the proposals contained in the telegram from His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, No. 772 of the Gth November last, communicated to you in 
Sir F. Campbell's letter of the 16th November, which, as you will have obsorved, are, 
in the opinion of Sir G. Barclay himself, and ‘also in that of His Majesty's consul- 
general at Bushire, and of the local representative of the Indo-European Telegraph 
ee open to objection than Mr, Bill's project. 

7 28 
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nnual cost of working the later scheme is calculated at about 15,0001, 
and iencaee in Sir E. Grey’s eran show, as already stated, that the imposition 
of asurtax of 10 per cent. at Bushire alone would not produce a sum sufficient to 
See casein Tam to refer you to the letter of the 13th October last from this 
Office, enclosing copy of a despatch from Sir G. Barclay, which gives a comparative 
statement of the customs receipts from the Southern Persian ports for the financial 

ears 1907-8 and 1908-9, and for the first six months of the financial year 1909-10 
March-21st September, 1909), : 

ie itil be seen hat for the financial year 1908-9 the total customs receipts from 
all these ports amounted to 8,231,563°55 krans (about 164,631/.) and those from 
Bushire alone to 5,094,019'85 krans (about 101,880/.). If these figures bo taken as 
‘the basis of calculation, the surtax on the customs at all the ports would suffice to 
meet the estimated cost of the scheme of protection, while that at Bushire alone 
een for the first six months of 1909-10, however, show a considerable 
decrease from those realised in former years, and if they are used as a basis not even 
tho yield of the surtax at all the ports would meet the object with which it is proposed 
to impose it. 7 es 

Tt would not, in Sir B. Grey's opinion, be safe to assume that, in the continued 
inbsence of any system of protection for trade, this decrease will be checked, and it is 
ndeed more tikely to be increased, If, however, such a system is promptly put in 
sworking order, a suicient degree of improvement may be expected to manifest itself 














to allow the expense involved to be met by the surtax if applied at all the ports. 

wyam to state that Sit B, Grey would be glad to be furnished with the statistics 
which haye led to the conclusion reached by the Board on this subject, in order that 
it may be possible to explain the discrepancy between them and the figures in his own 
possession, 


Lam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





No. 273. 


(6842) 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 





Sir, Foreign Of Q 
" WITH reforonce to my letter of the 80th August last, relative to the Pei 
Imperial commissionership for the oil concession, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has rec ived a desps ich from His Majesty's. 
ter at Tehran reporting that he has now received an official reply from the 
Porsinn Government to his repeated enquiries as to who is the holder of that office. | 
The Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs has formed Sir G. Barclay in writing 
















that Sadig-es-Sultanch continues to be commissioner, 


Tam, &c, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(6642) No. 274. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 25.) 





1910. 
9th February, 1910, regarding the 
proposed! joint advauce by the British and Russian Governments of a sun of 400,001. 
To the Persian Government, Lam directed by the Secretary of State for India to inform 


Sir, India Ofice, February 24, 
WITH reference to your letter dated the 








‘ou that, in aeoordanice with your request, instructions lave now been given for the 
Yin of 100,000L,, representing a moiety of the British share of the advance, to be 
retransferred to the Imperial Bank of Persia, ase : 
Lam, however, at the same time to explain that, before issuing these instructions, 
the attontion of Viscount Morley was forcibly drawn to the fact that no adjustment has 
yet been finally agreed upon hetween the British and Indian Governments in respect of 
The advance of 300,000L. that was made in two instalments to the Persian Government 
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by the Government of India in 1903 and 1904.* I am directed to call the earnest 
aitention of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the lettors of this Office dated 
the 11th February, 1903 (which, after the lapse of tivo years, still remains unanswered) 
and the 16th June last, proposing a procedure by which such adjustment might bo 
regulated, and I am to express the hope that reply may be made to them with as little 
farther delay a8 possible, with a view to terminating the present anomalous position, in 
which tho Indian Government are pressed to make a further advanco, while the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury make no effort to discharge their liabilities, 

Tam, &e, 

R, RITCHIN, 









(6667) No. 





Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign O,fice.—(Received February 25.) 
25, Abehureh Lane, London, 
Sir, Pebruary 24, 1910, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated tho 
19th February, marked Secret, which was submitted to the board of directors of th 
bank at their’ meeting yesterday, and my directors request. me to convey to the 
Secretary of State their thanks for the information given in your letter, which has beon 
noted with interest. 

Tat desired to inform you that on receipt of the sums of money mentioned your 
instructions will be immediately carried out, 

















Tam, &e. 
G. NEWELL, 








Manager. 
[7148] No. 276. 

Papers communicated by Sir T. Jackson and Sir G. Mackenzie February 25, 1910. 
(1) 


Extract from Confidential Letter from the Imperial Bank of Persia, Teliran, to the 
Imperial Bank of Persia, London, dated Deceniber 22, 1900. 








I AM glad to say that we have obtained our contract without having to ask for 
the int of the legation, Permission has at last been given for the coinage 
half of which (about 160,0001.) being allotted to us; 











deliveries of 10,000 taels per diem have been arranged for—half the daily outturn of , 






the mint—so I think wo can say, in this instanco, that the Persian Government has 
treated ns well. As soon as the present 20,000,000 miseals has heen coined, which 
should take place about four months, the Persian Government has the intention to 
discontinue granting mint contracts to the public, and will in future undertake the 
tation of silver for its own account. It is generally admitted that the mint must 
we to work owing to the steady drain of coin to which this country is peculiarly 
aubjected; forining aa it does the supply contre of silver ourrency for tie Muarilman 
population of Transcaspia and Central Asia, 
Ishould like to have the Board’s views upon a proposal made to us by a member 
of the Finance Committe, that the bank should act as agents for the Persian Govern- 
matter, viz., to buy reasonable parcels of silver for account of the Persian 
nment to supply the mint, the exchange for its purchases being bought from 
on crodit, the rate for s id exch 
Government would have their operation covered, and our sale of ster! 
greater risk in exchange than we accept at present in the ordinary w 
All charges for freight, insurance, brokerage, out of pocket. expenses, and our com- 
mission to be paid by the Persian Government. ‘The silver would be consigned to us 
and be under our control until the sterling paid out in London had been refunded to 
us in equivalent silver coined by the mint. Tt would mean a floating advance of say 
50,0001. to the Persian Governnient at say 12 percent. or 9 percent. per annum secured 
ver in our hands. 
























nge being fixed simultaneously, thus the Persian 






ig would be no. 
of business, 
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Tt is estimated that 1,000,001. of silver passes through the mint during the course 
of the year, it working at the rate of 100,000 tomans per week, the present, output 
boing a4 mach as 120,000 tomans per week ; this, however, would be controlled by the 

vies of silver and the cover obtainable for our sales of sterling to the Persian 

jovernment. 

‘The proposal is advantageous both to us and the Persian Government and is far 
reaching and important; it is a commercial transaction of a simple nature, and we are 
provided with ample cover for onr advance. 

Having the exclusive outturn from the mint flowing regularly into our treasury 
constitutes for us tho control of the money market and a recuperative souree for our 
note reserve. 

‘Phe stoppage of indiseriminate importation of silver by the public for minting 
purpores wold tod to Keep exchange on a steady level and permit us, with the 
Penimand of money judiciously wielded, to cover our sales to the Persian Government 
tupon a quiet and oven market; the competition for exchange on the part of importers 
of silver--our chief competitors—would become a nogligable quantity. 

‘hore is the large and increasing trade on the southern shores of the Caspian 
‘and in Baku to finance, which is ouly possible by consignments of actual coin from 
Mehran; I give you the figures for tho month of November obtained from the post 

office representing cash sent from hero by post, including the sum sent by the bank of 
236,000 tomans, by the public 237,000 tomans, and not including our caravans of 
£90,000 tomans to Meshed and ‘Tabreoz ; this illustrates the Inrge demand for coin at 
the tail end of the season, It must be remembered. that practically the whole of the 
eosht silk trade is financed by remittances of coin from ‘Tehran, which shows the 
jmmenso advantage to us of having command of coin from the mint, 

‘Although under this arrangement we should no longer be importers of silver on 
our own aeeount, we aro inclined to think that the additional business that would 
feerue to us fully compensates for the loss of profit on silver and consolidates our 

‘ng factor in the trade and finance of the country. 

i nending the, proposal for the favourable considera 
‘ble objection to making advances to the mint, 
sntinggoncies we have a lien upon the silver which would cover all 
1 that caso leave the profit upon its importation in 













tion of the Bo: 
but the event of e 
possible risk in this respect, and 
our hands, 













(2) 


‘ved from Imperial Banke of Pe 
sbruary 24, 1910, 





, Tehran, 





‘Translation of Telegram vei 


Subject to your approval, we have « draft agreement with the mint (referred to in 
our private letter of the 22ud December) ready. ‘Terms of agreement are for on 
Amount is 6,000,000 tomans; 4 per cent, commission and 9 per cent. interest. Per 
Government bind themselves to import bar silver ‘exclusively Uirough us and to buy 
exchange on London oxclusively from us at {per cent. above our buying rate, | Persian 
Government undertake notto grant mint contract to any other party ; the hypothecation 
of the bar 1 transitand at mint will be the security for our advance ; bank will 
Glow Persian Government tho approximate profit on the silver as minted ; all charges 
to be for their account, 

‘Persian Government anxious we should redeem jewels pledged with Banque 
a'Bscompte de Perse for 1,600,000 krans and accrued interest 200,000 krans, and take 
Over the advance for onv year’ at 9 per cent. interest, making, 1,900,000 krans, with » 
Miow to ultimate sale through us. Do you approve? 

Porsian Government are favourably disposed to Imperial Bank of Persia; the 
interest received from the 20th Septeimber to the present date is 1,000,000 krans, 
ind we have every hope to receive more favourable cousideration in the future. 

Tf yon can agireo to the above proposal we think it is unlikely Persian Government 
will take joint advanee 400,001. 
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(3) 
Translation of Special Telegram dispatched to Tehran February 24, 1910. 


In reply to your telegram of to-day, we a] full i 

Q ipProve ly proposal mint, and we 

are prepared to carry out details. We presume that it 
proposition to legation and have thelr approval Se 

jewels : In consideration of present k i vances i if 
snore; In cons P large outstanding ad in Porsia further 

Referring to your confidential letter of the 2nd February, Governm 
consider suggestion for unification highly satisfactory. sa aE 








(6486) No. 277. 
Foreign Ofice to Mr. Greenway. 


Sir, Foreign 
eee nen n Office, February 25, 1910. 
* WITH referenco to your intimation, mado at this Olfce on tho 28nd instant, of tho 
desire of your company to place a launch and barges on the Upper Karun for the 
transport of material for use in their oil fiolds, Iam directed by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey to inform you that he addresed a telegram to His Majesy's Ministor at Tehran, 
enquiring whether he anticipated objection on the part of the Persi 0 
the execution ofthe project ; pear cy arian! 
Sir E. Grey has now received a telegram from Sir G. Barclay, observing that th 
antieles in the conewsson on which the company propogo to baso Risen nea ane 
bo irrelevant to the point at issue, and that he anticipate jection to it 
the part of the Persian Government. Hsvpalen strong Ween toe cH 
. Tam to point out that, by a circular dated the 30th October, 1888, the Persian 
Government, while announcing the opening of the Karun to the commerce of all 
nations from Mohammerah to the dyke of Ahwaz, imposed the condition. that foreign 
vessels should not. pass the latter point upwards, since the navigation of tho river from 
iets reeer io themselves and their subjects. 
‘A concession for the monopoly of this navigation was sold by the Persian Gover 
ment to the Nasiri Company, which makes it practically the faeut 
‘Pujjar, an influential merchant of Bushire. evetiely dhe property ofan 




















1 am to state that, in these circumstances would, in Sis a. i 
3 that, circumstances , in Sir E. Grey's opinion, be 
advisable to rofrain for tho present from placing any vessels on the Upper Karin 

Sir G. Barclay will, in the meantime, apply for the necessary permission to tho 





Persian Government. 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(6846) No. 278. 
Zelle Sultan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 


Sir, 117, Promenade dea Anglais, Nice, February 23, 191 
[HAVE the honour to acknowledge tho recsiptol your letter of the 14th ier 
for which many thanks. I fully recognise the great ‘mistake I mado in returning to 
Persia contrary to the advices of His Britannic Majesty’s and Russian Governments, 
and, a3 you know, had to pay 100,000 tomans for this act; but the promissory note for 
the 200,000 tomans, of course, as everybody knows, was taken by force, and in that 
moment had they (the rebels) demanded all my estates, I should have been obliged to 
yield; but I must let you know that these villages in question belong to my sons, 
which | gave them three years ago before leaving for Rurope, and they live on the 
revenue accrued thorefrom, and as these villages are in Ispahan, and they know well 
alan the mata Asi woay, eas) Jab isle piel Uo thes Deraia Val gong au 
ters, and, accor to their telegram (which enclose: el e ) 
ch eager ‘gram (which enclosed I send you the copy®), they 








* Not printed, 
(1704) ce 20 
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Iam in communication with the Persian Government, and as Sir Francis Bertio 
wrote to me, the unofficial intervention of His Majesty's Minister in ‘Tebran will help 
me to bring the matter to a satisfactory conclusion, if he goes on as said. 

But what I ask from His Majesty's Government is the same protection as accorded 
me last year before leaving Persia, and whilst I was at Resht the last September the 
Russian Minister, on his way to Tehran, told my son Prince Bahram that, onee back in 
Burope, I should again be under the protection of British and Russian Governments. 
Tam again in Europe, and, having a large family and important estates, itis impossible 
to live in such a state of suspense. My brother Naibe Saltaneh for the same reasons 
has taken Russian protection, and my nephew Shoa Saltaneh that of the Turkish 
Government. 

Now I beg you therefore to be good enough to speak with the Russian Government, 
and accept me again as your joint protégé, and henceforth I hope always to give a 
willing ear to the advices of the two Governments. 

‘Trusting you will once more come to iny assistance and show me the same favour 
you have showed me in forty years in this time of need, I have, &c, 

ZELLE SULTAN. 


No. 279. 





[6839] 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received February 26.) 





Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 25, 1910, 

LAM obliged for your favour of the 17th instant advising receipt of a despatch 
from Sir George Barclay reporting that, in urging the Persian Government not to part 
with thoir intorest in this company, he thought it well to stato to the Persian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs that he expected to be apprised in tho case of any future offers 
which they might receive in order that he might apprise this company, who possess, 
morally, a preferential right of acquisition; but that he knew that this company were 
very anxious that the Persian Government should rotain their interest in the under- 








taking. 

Mita oxactly defines. our views, and T bog to expremon behalf of my board our 
thanks to Sir George Barclay for so clearly placing our case before the Persian 
Government, 

Thave, &, 


GREENWA 
Managing Director. 








{6878} No. 279°, 
5 Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 26.) 

No, 83. 

{eicer phic) P. Tehran, February 26, 1910. 

T HAVE tho honour to suggest that enquiry may be made of the directors of the 
Imperial Bank of Persia as to details of an arrangement which bank proposes to 
conclude with the Persian Government, under the terms of which the latter constitutes 
former, for the period of one year, sole agent for the importation into Persia of silver 
for coinage purposes. 

Persian Government would benefit greatly under the proposed agreement, since 
in addition to the profit of the mint, they would, in future, secure that on the 
importation of silver. Tt would, likewise, prove highly remunerative to tho Imperial 
Bank of Persia, for while losing the profit of importation of silver on its own account, 
bank would give other advantages, among which the better control of the exchange is 
the most important, 

Before the matter is 














ally concluded, I feel that it is my duty to submit it for 
your consideration, since Russia might conceivably raise objections to the transaction. 

Russian Bank, it should be noted, has never been permitted by its administration 
to import silver on its own account, therefore the arrangement proposed above, under 
which Inperial Bank of Persia would forgo its profit on this point, would not entail a 
similar loss on the former bank. 
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‘The transaction would contribute greatly to consolidate predominant position of 
Jmperial Bank of Persia, and I foresee possibility of objections from Russian 
Government rather on this score than on account of any loss of business. 




























(10131) No. 280. 


dum respecting Question of a Joint Anglo-Russian Advance to the 
Memoranda nion Gocurnment. (August 1907 to February 1910.) 





NEGOTIATIONS for a joint Anglo-Russian advance to the Persian 
Government were carried on during the years 1908-7. ‘The course of these 
nesotiations up to Augast 1907 has been reviewed in a previous Memo- Confidential 
Jum, In that month it became clear that Bie had broken down, mainly Paper No. 9148, 
Owing to the opposition of the National Assembly. ‘Though after this the 
{question remained dormant for a considerable period, it may be well to take : 
up the narrative at this point, dividing our subject into four periods. 

















1, August 1907 to June 1908. 


Up to the coup @Btat of the 28rd June, 1008, the situation was 
dominated by two conflicting forces. é 
On the one hand, it was clear that the finances of Persia could only be 
restored by a foreign loan. Such, at least, was the opinion at this time of 
three of the authorities best qualitied to judge. On the 2th 1 Oatober, 007, Me, Marling, 
‘Mr. Marling reported “‘The ‘Treasury is empty; .. .. the taxes are being eh 07, 
paid with the ot irregularity.” On the 20th January, 1908, Mushir-ed- Q°t\*" ae if 
Dowleh told him that ‘it was now commonly recognised that a foreign loan No: 13, 
‘yas imperative.” In March 1908 the Imperial Bank of Persia ae ‘on His January 29, 1908, 
Majesty’s Government the absolute necessity of an Anglo-Russian loan. the ‘to str. Marling, 
general chaos made any accurate estimate of the financial position of the Reet a 
Persian Government impossible, and it was felt that little could be dono {oMliat | 
until the French Financial Adviser to the Persian Government had been i 
appointed, But a few facts emerged, It was known that the claims of 
Russia on the customs receipts affected to the service of the Russian loans Mr, Marling, 
‘and advances amounted to 372,800/.* ‘The Imperial Bank estimated the ne ere 
indebtedness of the Government to themselves at 540,8531. 14s. 2d.,® and to stati 
the Russian Bank at (approximately) 400,000/. Late 
si, 
Fobrutry 8, 1908, 


On the other hand, it was equally clear that “the Assembly, at. present Sit ©. Spring-Itioo, 
at any rate, was resolved not: Lvalieann new foreign loan to be contracted au ae 
in Persia.” The sanction of the Assembly was necessary under Article 26 of | 
the Fandamental Laws of December 1906, The Ministers were so dependent mf, Marling, 
‘on the Assembly that “without the permission of the Medjliss they hardly No. 24, 
dared order their carriages.” It was not till the 26th’ February that February 14, 1908, | 
Mr. Marling could report that “even tho Assembly has at last come to Nt Marling, 
realiso that Persia must seck financial assistance abroad.” Even then, Fabusry 26, 1908, 
distrust of Russia made an application to her distasteful, while under the 
Russo-Persian Loan Agreement of 1900 Russian consent was necessary 
before a new loan could be contracted. is | 
"Phere were only two ways out of this dilemmas. ‘Bither a personal loan 
might be made to the Shah, or some foreign loan might be contracted on a 
non-political basis. 
on-toaites{ult of an application from the Shab, tho Russian Govornment . Pokienaki to 
proposed the former expedient in October 1907, but. His Majesty's Govern. Gi, arias, 
Inent refused to be a party to any loan not made publicly and not recognised iy) poidawat, 
by the Persian Government. ‘They were also of opinion that such assistance October 15, 1907! 
ven to the Shah “might easily lead to his deposition and assassination.” ‘roSic A. Nicolson, 


Rue b & ‘No. 897, 
The project ultimately fell through. Se, 
* Calcalated on an exchange of £0 krana to the £, Hey 
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‘The second expedient was favoured by the German and French Repre- 
sentatives at. Tehran, who both wished for some form of international 
arrangement involving some measure of international control. Baron von 
Richthofen especially desired to see a “Caisse de la Dette” established in 
Persia. ‘This scheme was naturally opposed by His Majesty’s Government, 
but some apprehensions were entertained that the projected establishment of 
a German Bank at Tehran, the tours of Herr Jung and Dr. Grothe in Persia, 
and the visit of Ehtesham-es-Sultanch to Berlin were connected with some 
Such project, ‘The idea of a German loan to Persia does not, however, seem 
to have been very seriously entertained at Berlin. Moreover, in a note 
dated the 3ist August, 1907, His Majesty’s Government had stipulated as a 
condition for their assent to the suspension of the sinking fund on the Anglo- 
Tndian loan of 1908-4 that no foreign loan should be contracted by Persia 
without their consent, and as no answer was returned to this note, they 
informed the Persian Government on the 24th February, 1908, that they 
considered the condition to have been tacitly accepted. 




















































On the 22nd March, 1908, the newly-appointed Financial Adviser to 
the Persian Government, M, Bizot, arrived in Tehran, and the first step was 
taken towards cleari the financial situation. A month after his 
arrival, M, Bizot's appreciation of the position was that ‘the Porsian 
Government is practically at the end of its resources... . ‘The general 
attitude seemed to be based on the belief that sooner or later a foreign loan 
would be negotiated, and the first thing to be done would be to satisfy” » 
multitude of pensioners “ from its proceeds.” 

Such was the position when the coup @’Btat of the 23rd Tune converted 
1 penniless constitutional Government into a bankrupt despotism. 





























2, June 1908 to July 1909, 





‘The coup d’Atat did not diminish the difficulties of the situation—it 
rather added to them. But the difficulties were of a different kind. |For the 
past year the two Powers had had to deal with a Government to which they 
Tnight have been willing to lend money but which refused to borrow. Now 
they hnd to deal with @ Government which was only too willing to borrow 
Dut to which they did not desire to lend. ‘The question of a loan now took 
concrete form. 

Only a fortnight after the coup d’Btat the Finance Minister sounded 
M, Bizot on the question. Sir G, Barclay having reported the circumstance, 
Tis Majesty's Government replied immediately that “so long as the 
Constitution is suspended” they could not lend money to Persia on the 
double ground that, in the event of the revival of the Constitution, the 
‘Assombly might repudiate such a loan, and that under the personal govern: 
ment of the Shah no confidence could be felt that the money lent would 
be employed for the good of the country. 

‘hese two considerations governed the whole attitude of His Majesty's 
Government during the negotiations of the next twelve months. Broadly 
speaking, they acted consistently on the principle that an advance, would be 
forthcoming when, and not until, « Constitution was in working order, 
and sufficient guarantees were provided for its proper expenditure. Any 
apparent deviations from consistency are explained by three disturbing 
factors in the situation, which may be stated as follows :— 





















In the first place, obviously the most elementary condition for a loan 
was the certainty that a loan was needed, Nothing reveals more clearly the 
total disorganisation of the whole machinery of government than the fact 
that even this certainty was unattainable, On the 24th July M. Bizot was 
apparently of opinion that ‘a loan is necessary similar to that contempla 
in'1906.” But on the 10th September Mr. Marling reported that “ M. Bizot 
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expressed to me confidentially his opinion that financially Persia is by n6 
means in 20 bad a case as is generally believed ; but the efforts which have « 

been made from very different motives by both the Medjliss and reactionaries Mr. Maslitg, 

to prevent him from making any real examination of the situation have been No- 251,” 

so successful that it would scarcely be just to him to quote his opinion as gomidentiah, 
authoritative.” Six weeks later M. Bizot was still so much in the dark that 77" 1°. 
no steps could be taken, On the whole, at this time it would appear that sie. Bart 

M. Bizot and Mr, Marling were of opinion that a reorganisation of the No. 285,” 
Finance Department was of far more importance than a loan, and that if a October 22, 1908, 
Joan was advisable at all it should bo utilised for “the conversion of the Mr. Mosling, 
advanee fom the Imperial and Russian Banks, which at present tens the Ne il : 
high rate of interest of 12 per cent., and the payment of the floating alitiaasly 
af the Government to native bankers.” In November Me Mavling maine Seem 
tained the opinion which he had already expressed in September that “if yf, sani 
the finances of the country were reasonably well administered plenty of November 1 
money would be fortheomi In December His Majesty’s Government 1908 
were still waiting until M. Bizot could report, after thorough investigation, 7 Sir A. Nicolson, 
that a loan was necessary and desirable, On the 20th January Sir G, No 67%, 
Barclay was instructed that “His Majesty's Government cannot even perstaber % 
consider the question of an advance to Persia before M. Bizot’s financial 1908 
report has been received,” ‘That report did not come into their hands till ‘to Sir. Barclay 
tho 26th April, Although even then M. Bizot confessed himself unable No. 26, 
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4 Sx the aesoin of the loan whiod would bo nested, io ehotated Hat Fee aoe 
nécessité d'un emprunt n’est pas contestable,” and assigned th je Pea 
which it should be effected, viz.:— See eee Ea Lynd 
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Sir G. Barclay, basing himself on data supplied by M, Bizot, estimated 
the amount of the loan required at roughly 2,600,000/, and the total 
indebtedness of Persia consequently as follows: — 
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In other words, the financial position of Persia remained unknown to His 
esty’s Government until less than three months before the Shah's 
dopositio 
But secondly, quite apart from the vagueness of the financial situation, 
another consideration made the advisability of a loan seem doubtful. Could, 
itwas asked, any sitisfactory arrangement be arrived at with the Shah’s 
Government? He was surrounded by’a hopelessly corrupt camailla, Io 
himself was untrustworthy. Mr, Marling at least was inclined to recom- Me, Marling, 
mend that, far from giving assistance to the Shah, his position should No. 25%,” 
bo made as difficult as possible—that every source of revenue should be eut jshemver 1% 
off, and that His Majesty's Government should press for the overdue interest °° 
on the 1903-4 loan, ~ The Russian Government constantly urged the xf Main 
necessity of an immediate loan, on the ground that delay might lead to the Novauber 1 
deposition of the Shah; Mr, Marling was rather of opinion that his deposition 1908 
would ‘not be a bad solution ” of the problem. 6 
On the other hand, there was a third consideration, always present to 
» minds of all parties, which made in fayour of the view that financial 
tance should be accorded to the Shah's Government, namely, the 
that money might he forthcoming from other quarters, As a 
commercial transaction, this would of course have heen out of the question, 
In August 1905 both banks at Tehran had refused absolutely all accommo- fr, Maring, 
dation, even on the sceurity of the customs, But it was on the cards that, No.198, 
for political ends, “a Government interested in obtaining the right to Svswst 1 1908 
interfere in Persian affairs” might not be averse to securing repayment of 
sums advanced as a speculation by some minor banking-house or syndicate, 
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Tt was on this ground that Mr, Marling suggested an Anglo-Russian 
advance in August, Again in September he expressed the fear that “the 
Shah's present reckless advisors might induce His Majesty to turn elsewhere, 
eg. to Germany, and obtain accommodation on extortionate terms.” In 
‘December M. de Hartwig confessed to Sir A. Nicolson that this consideration 
Weighed with him, and at the beginning of January, when Ala-ul-Mulk 
Visited Berlin, M. Isvolsky feared that he had gone in the hope of raising 
money. ‘These suspicions were indignantly denied in April 1909 by the 
“Siiddentsche Reichskorresponden” in an inspired article. 





Bearing in mind what has been said above, we may now follow the 
course of negotiations in chronological order. 

"After the first tentative advances of the Persian Government on the 
7th July, 1908, and the reply of His Majesty's Government, as noticed 
above, M. Bizot, in two interviews on the 26th and 27th July, laid his first 
sketch of tho financial needs of the country before the Russian and British 
Representatives. ‘Those needs were three in number :— 


1. Reorganisation of Ministry of Finance. 

2. A Budget to he drawn up. 

3, A Committee of Control to be formed, officcred by Europeans 
already in the service of the Persian Government, 











Following on these interviews, Mr. Marling proposed a joint advance under 
stringent guarantees, 

‘On the Gth August a second application for money was made to 
M. Bizot by the Persian Ministers at Bagh-i-Shah, hut no statement of needs 
Was fortheoming except a bogus estimate amounting to 2,000,000 tomans, 
Rine-tenths of which were obviously destined for the pocket of Amir 
Bahadur Jang, At this point the Russian Government appear on the scene, 

Tt may he doubted whether the authorities at St, Petersburgh had 
studied very closely the actual financial position of Persia, At a 
they appeared to have no doubt. that a loan was necessary, and 
that it was advisable to make it at once, Onthe 18th August ML. Isvolsky 
presented a Memorandum to Sir A, Nicolson, stating, that the question of 
Persian railways was intimately connected with a Persian loan, the necessity 
for which they took for granted, On the 10th September, as has already 
been noticed, Mr. Marling threw doubt on this necessity, and his despatch 
was transmitted fo Sir A, Nicolson, in order that the point of view might be 
presented to the Russian Government. 





























Meanwhile, however, His Majesty's Government had instructed 
Mr, Marling that they were prepared to adopt the proposals of 1006 for a 
joint loan of 400,000, ‘as soon as AL. Bizot is in a position to make the 
necessary application.” ‘To such a loan two conditions would be indis- 
pensable -— 











But if M. Bizot was ever to be “ina position to make the necessary 
application’ some facts at least were necessary, ‘The rest of the year was 
spent in Tehran in a yain attempt to obtain them. 

For the third time, on the 20th September, M. Bizot was pressed by the 
Persian Government to find money, but the “money” still remained aa 
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unknown quantity. On the 2lst Ovtober Mushir-ed-Dowleh returned to Sir G. Barcloy, 
0, 285, 


the charge armed with an itemised account of arrears due to the army. 
Sir G. Barclay told him that the account was inadequate. On the {core 
ith December Saad-cd-Dowleh enquired whether an Anglo-Russian advance gic, Barc 
would be fortheoming if a Constitution was granted. He received the samo No. 410,” 
reply: no advance except under a constitutional régime, and under Telegreptle, 


guarantees considered sufficient by M. Bizot. Ieee 


























But the year was not to close without some definite exchange of views 
between Great Britain and Russia. On the 28rd December His Majesty’s 
Government informed Sir A. Nicolson that if the question was raised again 

Persian Government they would be prepared to consider whether they 
id not join with Russia in guaranteeing the interest on a sulliciently 
secured Ioan, on three eonditions :— 








1, M, Bizot to be satisfied that the loan was necessary. ‘To Sir A, Nicolson, 
2, Satisfactory guarantees to be given. 


8. Constitution to be in working order. 





But they added that they would prefer not to advance at all, even under a 
constitutional régime, if M. Bizot considered such a course feasible. On the 
26th December an aide-mémoire in this sense was communicated to Sir A. Nicolson, 
M. Isvolsky. No. bis, 
December 28, 
1908, 
‘This communication hardly fell on favourable ground at St, Petersburgh. 
Already on the 21st December M. de Hartwig, who had been summon 
home to consult with M. Isvolsky, had informed Sir A, Nicolson that in his Sir A. Nicolson, 
opinion the advance might be made conditional, not on the establishment of No. 80%, 
2 Constitution, but on steps being taken towards it. On all hands it was Telegraphic, 
agreed that the financial question was immediate and should not be allowed joys 
to wait until the convocation of the Assembly, ‘This was apparently tho sir A. Nicolson 
inion of M. Isvolsky, of the new Persian Minister, Isaak Khan, of tho No. 04” 
1n Special Envoy, Ala-ul-Mulk, and of M. de Hartwig, His Majesty's Peounber 22; 
Government remained absolutely opposed to such a view; they maintained oh. 95, 
that “to give the Shah money would in the present cireumstances Noo, 
than futile, and would amount to intervention in Persia’s internal affai Docombor 28, 
1908, 
‘ToSir A. Nicolson, 
‘loge 
January 15) 100% 























_ On the 17th January M. Isvolsky embodied his views in a Memorandum. 
Discussion followed, and on the Sth April the text of the advice to be 
tendered by the two Governments to the Shah was finally agreed upon and 
drawn up by the Russian Government. the course of negotiations 
between these two dates has been fully desoribed in Sir A. Nicolson's Annual 
Report for 1909,° it will perhaps be suilicient to give the final text in full 
making at the same time a few comments upon it, 2 
‘The communication to be made to the Shah runs as follows:— 








“1, Les Gouvernemonts do Russie ot do la Grando-Brotagno exigeront do suite du 
Azam ainsi quo eello de Emir Bahasdout-Djeng ; la démission 
A co dernier wo rapportera 4 toutes les fonctions quil exereo tant dans lp Cabinet des 
Minisres quian Tula ‘Toutefois, si le Sehah suppow uno fagon partieulibromont 
iitre Aco. quo co. fonctionnaire soit cloigné du Palais, les deux “Gouvernementa 
ninssteront pas mi oe dernier point. 
2 La TRusie et Angleterre obtiendront du Scab to rétabiawomont du, rd 
ezine Kea yen onan init ot ome eu 
es §§ suivante 
as deus Goxvernanents exigerat, di Schuh In conatiton 
composé de personnes dignes de confianoo et Vajonction sans retard au Conseil do Empire gic A, Ni 
Ge Pemoctalites Sustdot apvartentit'a diver parte; Weal Corsa eraivenarad dba NW aan oe 
‘et de promulguer une nouvelle loi lectorale. Les Ldgations de Russio et d’Angloterry & April 8,'1909, 
Tehran soumetiront ai Schah, dane fagon privée, uno Histo dos candidate Ios lus 
3 faire partio du Cabinot et du Conseil do Empire; il est bien entenda quo si 












































* Pp, 22-25, 
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Jo choix du Schah tombe sur des personnes n’inspirant pas la confiance nécessaire aucune 
vance d'argent ne sera faite A la Pere. a 

| Les deux Gouvernements exigeront du Schah une amnistie générale pour tous ceux 
qui ont pris les armes contre Tui et se sont rendus coupables de crimes politiques; il va de 
Hii quo cette mesure ne stendra pas A coux des révolutionnaires qui ont commis en outre 
dos orimos de droit commun, Quant aux individus convaineus de brigandage et & d'autres 
amis des crimes de droit commun en abusant du mouvement 
nent du Schah sera tenn de donner des garanties de ce 
digée autrement que par jugement d'un Tribunal impartial, 
mips par rapport aux personnes qui avaient pris best dans 


























wront en outre la fixation immédiate de, Ia date 
dos lect que de celle de le convocation du Medjliss. Cos dates 
dovro 

"5, Le Gouvernement russe pourra, 
ypersan, aussitdt que les mesures prépara 
furont été Ie 





















Nil To jugo néceasaire, pourra faire 
dittesitde quo VAssemblée Glective aura. adopts (cet emprunt).* 
‘ating a larger Joan to the Persian Government, if such should 
dbo to do s0 under certain guarantees to be 

ono sido, and the British and Russian Govern- 
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1.) Contrdlerait, le déboursemont dos ressources do 1'Btat et veilerait & eo que ces 
fos excl tx Iesoins du pays; 

Vordre levis des’ assignations annuelles pour 

v branches do Administration, ainsi que lo mode Wapplication de ces devis, en 

‘Qui vorait doses par lo Miuistire des Finances persan aves 
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tire des Finances du Schah dans la revision ot la régulari- 








With regard to Article 1 of the above programme, H 
Government was inclined to insist far more firmly than Russia 
absolute necessity of the dismissal of the Shah's reactionary advisers. 

f ‘ealready been noticed. ‘The final form of the 

















ations as to what men the Shah 
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fair chinee,” and his 
was adopted, On the 
representations in Ap 

Tt was, however, with regard to Article 6 that there 
difieronee of opinion between the two Governments. 

Tis Majesty's Government retused steadily to grant any loan before the 
establishment of constitutional government, on precisely the same two 
serounds as they had advanced in July 1908. In February ‘both Tabrees and 
n declared that no loan would be recognized unless approved by the 
mbly. On the 18th February we drew the attention of the Russian 
vment to the danger thus indicated. We also, on the same ground, 

zement between the Russian Government and 

anks with regard to Amin-es-Zarb's debts. 
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Moreover, the Commission of Control contemplated in this article— 
ie, the directors of the two hanks and some Persian delegates—did not 
meet the views either of the Financial Adviser or Sir G. Barclay. ‘The latter 
called it un “abnormal form of control” and a “ temporary expedient.” 
His Majesty's Government objected to the Commission on the ground that 
the Powers would be assuming direct responsibility for the internal affairs 
of Persia—a thing objectionable in itself, but doubly objectionable when the 
chief position in the Commission was filled by the managers of the banks, 
whose business was not polities but the making of money. ‘They were 
therefore in favour of postponing the question of control altogether for the 
moment. 

On the whole, it appeared to Sir G. Barclay the lesser of two evils to 
drop our objections fo an immediate joint advance provided that, such an 
advance was placed to the account of the two Legations, and paid out in 
instalments as they might think fit, ‘This scheme was approved by His 
Majesty’s Government in the event of any joint advance being made, and it, 
was suggested by M. Bizot that the two Representatives should be instructed 
to act on his advice, although his official position made it impossible for 
him to be associated with them formally, 





Eventually, however, it was decided that it would be, better to allow 
Russia to make her share of the advance at once if she wished, and to 
reserve Great Britain's share until the Constitution was in working order. 
Sir G. Barclay considered that “of the possible developments of the Anglo- 
Russian proposals, it would be almost the worst that the Russian Governmer 
should separate itself from us in the matter of financial assistance.’ 
Nevertheless this was the arrangement eventually made, 

‘Tho Legations having on the 22nd April presented the advico of the two 
Powers to the Sliah, and on the 7th May submitted the names of suitable 
men for the Cabinet ‘and the Council of the Empire, and rescripts haying 
been issued on the 9th May for the elaboration of an electoral law and for a 
general amnesty, Russia proceeded to make arrangements for her advance, 
Tt was to amount to 100,001, and was to be secured on Persian customs 
other than those of Fars and the Gulf, A Committeo was appointed 
including the Financial Adviser to. control expenditure; the Mussian 

sation was to signify approval of cach item of expenditure, but the 
advance was not to be made in instalments, 

His Majesty's Government proposed that this alvance should bo placed 
to the joint account of the two Legations, according to the suggestion 
already mentioned, but both M. Isyolsky and M. Kokovtsoff were opposed to 
such a scheme, on the ground that if Great Britain considered the advance 
an interference in internal affairs she could hardly logically associate herself 
with the control of its expenditure, 

It may be remarked in parenthesis that, in spite of Russia’s eagerness 
to make ati immediate advance, opinion in the Russian Cabinet appears to 
have been divided on the subject, at any rate ns late as the 14th March. 
‘This difficulty will be found to recur in later negotiations. 

On the Ist June Sir G. Barclay reported that a draft Loan Agreoment 
had been submitted to and approved by the Russian Government. Under 
this Agreement the system of control was to be as follows :— 
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Further proceedings were interrupted by the Nationalist advaneo on 


Tehran. On the 16th July the Shah took bast in the Russian Leg 
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‘July 1909 to December 18, 1909. 


Sir @, Barclay, ‘After the revolution, the Nationalist Committee apparently, at first 
No 027, intended to convoke the Medjliss in four or five weeks, and to carry on the 
Telograihic. finances until that time by means of loans from native merchants and forced 
se ae ae contributions. ‘The convocation of the Medjliss was, however, delayed, 
ore and towards the end of August application was made to the Imperial Bank 
TMilographio, for an advance of 100,000/. ‘The attitude of His Majesty’s Government 





August 24,1908. toywards this application was threefold ; they recognised the necessity for a 
‘To Sir G, Barclay, Joan and were prepared to aecept the guarantee of the Persian Government; 
No 407. ut they did not wish to advise the Imperial Bank on the subject, nor did 
Fe8ePi69, they feel able to encourage an advance not participated in by both banks. 
Mr, Oe ‘They, however, found that the Russia Government, and particularly 
No. 423, M. Kokovtsoff, wore opposed to any advance from‘the banks, mainly owing 
to the anti-Russian feeling in Persia, It was uncertain if the Persian 
Government would even apply to the Russian Bank ; it was even uncertain 
if the Cabinet, and especially the Sipahdar, would not refuse to associate 










ogra 


Septeniber 1; themselves with the application which had ‘proceeded from the Nationalist 
eee 4 Commit Finally it appeared that the Persian Government fought shy of 





Hie. ggg, any system of control whatever; and His Majesty’s Government agreed with 
Tarclay, the Russian Government that under these conditions it was impossible to 
* pursue the question further, 





Telegraphic, 
Soptenber 45 
1716, 

‘Telographic, 
Soptember 85 
NO. 704 
slogeaphte, 
Soptentber 35 
Nov? 














Toloygeaphiy 
Boyseber 1, 1909, 
Mr. Nem 
Noa, 
Telegraphic, 
September 1009. 
‘To Mr O'elme, 
No, 1202, 
Telogmpile, 
Hopton 4 1909, 
Sin, Darelay, 
No.1, 








‘At the beginning of September the Persian Government again applied 
to the Imperial Kank for a temporary advance of 100,000 tomans secured on 
the Crown jewels, His Majesty's Government regarded this as a commercial 
transuction, upon which the bank must decide for itself, but which they 
ware quite prepared to sanction. They approached the Russian Government 
with a suggestion that a joint advance should be made by the two banks on 
the security offered. After some hesitation, the Russian Government 
assented, and on the 18th No the two banks offered a joint advance 
of 400,000 tomans to the Persian Government. But whereas the Imperial 
ik merely attached to the advance three purely financial conditions, 
namely (a) that the profits of the Mint should be hypothecated for the 
prompt repayment of money misappropriated by the late Mint-Maste 
Thgraphic, (4) that a contract should be concluded for the supply of silver to thie Mints 
ie" and (c) that the customs receipts of Mohammeral should, in addition to 
SirG, arclay, those of Bushire, be assigned for the payment of interest on the Government 






























ee debt, the Russian Bank made their advance subject to the assent of the 
Teenie,  Tussian Minister, who, in turn, made that assent conditional, not only on 
Avwmniter 18, the opening of negotiations for the consolidation of the Government debt to 








the bank, but also on three other semi-polit 


concessions, namely, (a) free 
admission oF motor vehicl 


for the exploitation of the Tehran-Resht road ; 
(b) « concession for x copper mine in Karadagh; and (c) an undertaking 
not to object to the transfer of Imam Kuli’s concession for the navigation 
of Lake Urumia to Russian subjects, It is probable that these conditions 
‘woul in any cass hove wrecked the negotiations; but meanwhile the Metis 
had met on’ the 15th November and were already busying themselves with 














im 


the question of an application to the British and Russian Governments. 
In view of this, the negotiations were allowed to die a natural death, On 
the 18th December the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister of 
Finance visited the two Legations and applied for an advance of 500,000. 











4, December 18, 1909, to February 26, 1910. 





His Majesty's Government had already enquired the views of the ‘ToSir A, Nicolson, 
Russian Government in prospect of such an application, On the No; 1802, 
16th February, 1910, the two Legations at Tehran presented a joint, note pecBRR e199, 
‘offering an adyance of 40,0001. on certain conditions, We have to follow a re 
the course of negotiations between these two dates. 

In face of the application of the Persian Government, three questions 
had to be decided: First, should money be lent at all? second, how much 
money should be lent? third, under what conditions should the money be 
lent? We will take these three questions in order, 





1. There was really no doubt as to the Persian Government's urgent Sir G, Barclay, 
need for money. ‘The Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs declared ‘in tho No: 20, 
most impressive manner” on the 24th January that without an advance the Fost PAI, 56 
Cabinet would have to resign, Nasr-ul-Mulk repeated these representations sq, frclay, 
on the 3rd February. ‘The Persian Chargé d’Affaires in London stated on No.2,” 
the Bist January that if the two Governments could not find money Persia ‘Tulographic, 
must turn elsewhere. ‘The whole attitude of His Majesty’s Government February 8, 1910, 
towards the question was summed up by Sir G. Barclay on the 27th December. ToSir A, Nicolson, 
“Phe relative tranquillity,” he wrote, “which has marked the period since NG 
the revolution may last through the winter months, but I look forward to January 81, 1910, 
tho coming of spring, when the tribes commence their summer migration, gir @, Barclay, 
with no little apprehension, unless by that time the central Government has No. 231, 
gained strength to prevent a recrudescence of disorder, and this it can only December 27, 
do by obtaining funds without delay and using them aright.” ah 

It is only necessary to notice the above considerations because at first, Sir A. 


at any rate, the Russian Government appeared to be unwilling to make any N90 


















advance at all. ‘They gave two main reasons, namely: first, the “policy of pysmapor 9) 
pinpricks” which the Persian Government was pursuing towards Russia; No. 660," 






‘and second, the unwillingness of M. Kokovtsoff to prejudice the improve- December 14, 
ment in Russian finances by lending money. By the Sih January, however, 120% 
Russia had made up her mind to advance at least something, and instructed YG. Harclay, 
M. Poklewski to concert conditions with Sir G. Barelay. Tologeaphte, 
January 18, 1910, 
‘The India Office took up somewhat the same attitude, on the ground that Indi Ofc 
the interest of the Indian Empire in strengthening constitutional government [yeunbor 1) 
in Persia was not evident, Since, however, it had been agreed in May 1909 
that a moiety of the loan of 200,000/, then contemplated should be furnished. 
out of India revenues, Lord Morley expressed himself “reluetantly obliged” 
to resume responsibility for that sum, 
2. On the second point, i. the amount of money to be lent, the Russian 
Government and the India Office took diametrically opposite views. Lord 
Morley waa] not prepared to’ ponation any furtlee advance, from Indian 
reventies than the 100,000. above mentioned. On the other hand, the 
Russian Government was of opinion that an advance of 500,000. or 400,000/ 
was little short of useless, and that what was really needed was a large loan 
of some 3,000,001, to be utilised for the consolidation or extinction of the Sir A. Nicolson, 
floating debt, after which operation about 2,000,000/. would remain. for the No. 608, 
introduction of reforms. ‘These views M. Isvolsky consigned in a letter to Pecstuber 2h, 
Sir A. Nicolson on the 20th December. ? 
Now the necessity for a large loan was not disputed. M, Bizot had 
affirmed it in his report in April 1909, clay recognised it; it was Sir. Barclay, 
certainly necessary to extinguish the floating debt; but he considered that So 4 
“the question is not urgent in the same way as is the advance.” ‘This was jquese 4 to, 
the fact on which His Majesty's Government took their stand. ‘The need for 2 
money was urgent ; large loan would take time, In answer to M. Isvolsky's 
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ir A. Nicolson, 
No. 676, 
Decomber 27, 
1909. 


‘To Sir A. Nicolson, 
No.1, 
Telographic, 
Tanuary 8, 1910. 







Sir A. Nicolson, 
No. 11, 
‘anusry 6, 1910, 
















Sir G, Barclay, 
No. 200, 
otober 27, 1909, 










Sir G, Barclay, 
Noi 
Telogeaphio, 
Doce 2, 
1000, 



















Sir A, Nicolson, 
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Sonary 13, 1910, 









































































letter of the 20th December, Sir A. Nicolson pointed out to him, in a letter 
dated the 26th December, that to raise the question of a loan was premature; 
that it would have to be issued on the London market, an operation involving 
considerable delay ; and that it was extremely doubtful whether, even if i 
were issued, it would he taken up by the public, Moreover, the disturbances 
in Fars had assumed such proportions that the choice seemed to His Majesty's 
Government to lie between immediate financial assistance to Persia and a 
punitive expedition. ‘The Russian Government, however, adhered to their 
view in an aide-mémoire dated the Sth January. ‘They were willing to 
advance at once the 100,000 which they had intended to lend to the 
ex-Shah's Government in the summer, but they could do no more, since a 
Jarger advance would involve application to the Duma. A large loan of 
8,000,0001, to be floated not in Russia but in Franee, was the solution they 
desireil, as being the only one which would admit of the institution of really 
effectual financial control, and the imposition of certain important. conditions 
on the Persian Government, such as that of railway conces The 
revenues affected to the service of such a loan would be guaranteed to the 
creditors of the Persian Government by Great Britain and Russia, and, if 
necessary, Article 5 of the Anglo-Russian Convention would be put into 
force for the purposes of the loan, 

Ilis Majesty's Government were not, for the moment, prepared to 
discuss such i project. Not only did it involve delay, not only was the India 
Office reluctant to participate in any large loan, but it also appeared to be 
dase on an inaccurate iden of the financial position of Persia. 

According to Sir G, Barelay’s estimate, based on figures supplied by 
M. Morard, the total annual charges on the customs revenue amounted to 
8,100,000 tomans, or roughly 620,000, This figure exceeded the hishest 
evel ever reached by the éustoms revenue (1907-8) by 100,000 tomans, 
or roughly 20,0001, and it was 400,000 tomans, or 80,0001, higher than the 
level reached in 1908-9, If the advances of the Imperial and Russian 
Banks were converted, and the interest reduced from 12 or 15 per cent. to 
5 per cont., the saving thus effected would leave a margi 
the security of the customs rev 
advances were paid off with part of the proceeds 
revenue could, it was true, bear addit 
2,000,000/, But with what result ? 
to ut least 1,800,000/, Hence, out of th 
would remain for immediate expense 
Government would demand a 
these amounted to. some 
Persin fort 
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administration and the establishment of 
‘order the 400,002, which His Majesty's Government proposed to lend her 
immediately under the form of a joint advance, 
In orer to meet the views of the Russian Government, three 
‘compromises were suggested. 
Virst, the advance might be made in two instalments of 200,000, each, 
‘he fivst ‘instalment, of which Russia expressed herself willing to advance 
one-half, might be paid at once, On the Gth January this expedient was 
to M, Isvolsky, On the 18th January he assented on the distinct 
\ling that the Russian Government eoild not undertake to find their 
share of the second instalment. Lf, however, negotiations for a large loan 
easier to do so. It was on this under- 
Poklewski was instructed on the 18th January to concert 
. Barclay. : 
etory hature of such an arrangement 
jdered ‘it impossible to attach any conditi 
it those dealing with the questions of control and finanei 
He therefore recommended waiving the gendarmerie and 
ons, the former of which seemed little less than vital in view 
of the condition of the southern roads, On this ground, His Majesty's 
Goyerninent reverted to a suggestion made by M. Isvolsky at the beginning 
of the year, by which Great Britain was to aivance her full quota at once, 
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leaving Russia to supply the second instalment of her share when she To SirG. Barclay, 

thought fit. For some reason, however, M. Isvolsky appeared unwilling to N.t*sciie, 

alopt his own suggestion, now that it had reappeared in a concrete form— January 21, 1910, 

rossibly because he had always intended that the inequality of the.shates toi. Nihon, 

should remain a seoret, and it had. been pointed out to him that this would No 38 

pe difficult, if not impossible, to manage. ae 
ae A Nepean 
Tolegeaphi 
Fansary 2371910, 
ADEA ACoHeE 

0,8, 
‘Telegraphic, 
January 5, 1910, 
‘At this point, M. Isvolsky proposed a third compromise which eventually - 

Jed to an arrangement. If, he said, an actual request for an eventual loan Si A. Nicolson, 

were made by the Persian Government, Russia might be able to advance isgrtphio, 

her full 200,001, He therefore urged that an answer should be given to his Jauuary 28,1910, 

aide-mémoire of the 5th January. ‘The impossibility of obtaining the 

necessary conditions in the case of an advance of 200,001. was as distasteful 

to Russia as it was to Great Britain, and M. Poklewski was urging his 

Government to fall in with the views of His Majesty's Government, In 

view of this Count Benckendorff communicated a memorandum on the Sir, Barclay, 

2%th January, offering to join in an advance of 400,000. “2 1a condition Meron, 

que la Verse demande formellement dés maintenant notre concours pour la January 18, 1910, 

conclusion d'un emprunt plus considérable.” 

Against this Sir G. Barclay urged that to demand sucha formal under. 

taking might wreck the negotiations. ‘There was, in his opinion, little doubt Si @. Berolay, 

that the Persian Government would apply spontaneously for a loan, since, tylyeraphic, 

under Article 13 of the Russo-Persian Loan Contract of 1902, they could not January 25} 


turn elsewhere for money till the Russian loan was paid off. No. 98, 
‘Toloyceaphio, 
aniuary 26, 1910, 




















Eventually, however, the difficulty was overcome. In view of the 

undoubted nesessity for a loan, and in order to make the full advance - 
possible, Sir B, Grey telegraphed on the 27th January his provisional consent 70 Sit A. Nicolson, 
to the proposals made by the Russian Government on the 5th January for ‘toe 
an eventual loan, guaranteed, if necessary, by the application of Article 5 of January 27,1910, 
the Anglo-Russian Convention. A wearisome delay of some three weeks 

followed, but on the 12th February the Russian Government finally gave 

their consent to an immediate joint advance of 400,001. 

3. The third point to be settled, namely, what conditions should be 
attached to the advance, gave rise to much discussion, i 

His Majesty's Government laid stress throughout on the necessity of 
reducing such conditions toa minimum, ‘They desired to see no condition Sir. Barclay, 
imposed over and above those “strictly necessary in order to ensure, ag far No.2 
a possible, the proper employment of the money.” Any departure from yyy * 
policy is explained either by the exceptional importance of the issues 
involved or by a desire to satisfy the Russian Government. 

‘To begin with, Sir G. Barclay was able to settle the claims of the Imperial Hank of 
Imperial Bank of Persia separately from the question of the advance, and fo 14 ang 
tle bank withdrew their original suggestion that those claims should be peoumbor 24, 
aulded to the conditions. 1900, 

On the 2nd December, in anticipation of the application made by the 

Government eleven days later, Sir G. Barclay suggested four SiG: larelay, 
conditions as ab for negotiation, On the 16th February the two tiseraphio, 
Logations presented six conditions to the Persian Government. The final pecobor 2, 1909, 
text of these conditions has, at the time of writing (26th February), not ‘Ty treasury, 
been received, but their substance and wording are fairly well known. It February 12, 
may be well to place these two lists of conditigns side by side, and to 190. 
comment on the modifications and additions introduced into them. 

In the following list the precise order of Sir G, Barclay’s suggested 
conditions has, for the sake of clearness, been neglected :— 
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Sir Q, Barclay, 
No, 221, 
Decombor 27, 
1909, 


Sir Harcay, 
Bo. 23, 
Talogropic 
Sanvary 15/1910 


Sir @, Barely, 
aC) $1, 5 : 
alogeaphi, 
Taney 25, 1910 







Sir A. Nicolson, 
Nol, 
‘anuary 6, 1910. 






Sir @. Barclay/s suggested Conditions, December 2, 


1. Tho two Powors to approve the budget of 
‘the expenditure of the money advanced, and a 
Committeo, including MM. Bizot and Mornard, to 
supervise the earrying out of this programme. 

‘get to be approved only if it includes 
provisions for— 


2, Tho reorganisation of tho financial sdminis- 
tration with tho aid of five or six French 
comployés. 


3, Tho establishmont of an eMiciont gondar- 
rerio, with Buropean officers as instructors. 


4, An undertaking in genoral terms on subject 
of railway concessions, 
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Conditions as finally to the Persian 
Government, February 16, 1910. 

1, The same. 

‘The Committee to be composed of MM Bizot 
‘and Mornard (Financial Adviser and. Adminis- 
trator of the Customs), two members. of the 
‘Medjliss, and two other Persians under the preei- 
dency of the Minister of Finance. 

No payment to be made to any Departinent 
without the signature of the Minister of Finance, 
with the approval of the Commission and of the 
‘Minister whose Department is concerned. 

2. The same. 
mn French officials to bo appointed, with 
ative powers. N 
paid until tho Porsa 

1 to the French Government for the loan of 
experts, 


1909. 

































wtructors to be engaged as soon 
to be approved tefore their 
igagernent by the two Powers. 
Persia to. grant no. com 












is option 
are satisfied is to. bo 
{or construction and 

Tho 
apital” to bo taken to ineludo a 
of Persian with British or Russian 


















a. 
‘Tho Porsian Government to grant to the 
‘Tabreos Road Ce e 








which it 





wuat to repaid 
monts, together with 7 per ci 
principle and interest bei 
roveuties of tho customs, wi profits of the 
Persian mint as a supplementary guaranteo 











With regard to the general bearing of the above six conditions, it will 
be observed that the first and second provide for due control of expenditure, 
and to some extent this is true of the third also, since one reason for the 
employment of European officers was in order to ensure the proper payment 
of the gendarmerie, ‘The third condition embodies the very raison d’étre 
of the advanee, i, the establishment of onder. ‘The fourth is justified by 
the exceptional importance of the railway question, ‘The fifth is, at least to 
some extent, a concession to Russian demands. ‘The sixth is devoted to 
arrangements obviously incidental to the conclusion of any loan. We are 
therefore justified in claiming that these conditions represent a fair minimum 
of demands, 

he whole six conditions were decided as early as the 18th January 
between Sir G. Barclay and M. Poklewski, though modified in a few poin’s 
afterwards, 3 

‘The absolute minimum of demands was contained in’ conditions Nos, 1,2, 
and 6, which were the only ones Sir G. Barclay proposed to exact in the 
event of the Russian Government only consenting to an advance of 
200,0001. 

To take the conditions separately, No. 1 was the subject of some 
discussion. ‘The Russian Government desired to include in the Commission 
the directors of the two banks, and to assign to it the extended powers 
proposed in their Memorandum of the Sth April, 1909.° His Majesty's 


* Seo p. 168, 
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Government entertained the same objections to such a plan as they had Sir G. Barclay, 

urged on that occasion. Sir G. Barclay considered that a Commission No.1), 

composed of M. Bizot and M. Mornard and five Persian members would be Jantar 10,1910, 

both more effective and more acceptable to the Persian Government than the me 

Russian proposal. He pointed out that condition No, 2 provided for the 

exercise of the more permanent functions entrusted to the Russian Com- 

mission, Finally, on the 24th January, the Russian Government withdrew Memorandum 

their proposal. gonrusiatod by 
oun 
Eeetinn 
january 24, 1910, 

Condition No. 2 embodies the recommendations made by M. Bizot in 
his report to the Persian Government. M, Bizot considered this stipulation 
as a sine gud non of the joint advance. 

Condition No. 8 appears to leave one main point undecided, namely, the 
nationality of the instructors to be engaged for the gendarmerie, With 
regard to this question, His Majesty's Government found themselves in a 
dilemma. 'They desired to provide British instructors for the road guards in 
Southern Persia, but the expression of a similar desire on the part of the Sit. Barclay, 
Russian Government in the case of Northern Persia would very probably N%.820. 
wreck the negotiations for the advance, It was therefore decided to waive Dect s6, 
the question of nationality until the result of the negotiations was known, 1909, 

Now the Russian Government did not contemplate the institution of road ‘To SirA, Nicolson, 
guards in Northern Persia, and drew a sharp distinction between road guards No 1971, 

and gendarmerie, In the case of this latter foree they considered it Alstsphlc, 
“unquestionably desirable” that only British and Russian instructors should 1909, 

be employed. in consenting in principle to a joint advance of 400,001. by Sie A. Nicolson, 
their Memorandum of the 24th January, they considered it “indispensable” No. 24, 

to insist on the same point. Sir G. Barclay, on the other hand, could “see January 12, 1910. 
no hope of the Medjliss accepting” such a condition. In the original toxt $! 
of the gendarmerie condition as proposed by the two Ministers at ‘Tehran Nog uy 

on the 18th January the foreign instructors were to be engaged “in due Telographic, 
course.” By this wording Sir G. Barclay hoped to leave the moment for January 24, 1910, 
their engagement and consequently the question of their nationality open. Sit 9. Barclay, 




















Altho is wording was dropped in favour of the expression ‘as soon as N2.2! 
possible,” it is still expressly intended that the question should remain open January 18° 1010, 


for the moment. 
‘The wording of condition No. 4 is that recommended by His Majesty’s 1 Sit 0, Barclay, 
Government. It may be specially noticed that it leaves the Persian Govern. X°.2" 


ment no latitude as to what railways are of interest to the two Governments, Hebint 1s, 




















M. Poklewski suspected that the Khanikin Railway Concession had already 1) 
been secured by Germans, and hoped to force the Persian Government to 
e the fact. ‘The wording is vague, this being due to a difference of loraphie, 


opinion between the India Oifice and Foreign Office on the subject of jee oy, 
general railway policy in Persia. It is above all designed to prevent the Julia gnicn, 
formation of fictitious Persian Railway Companies backed by foreign capital, December 23, 
1009. 
‘To India Ofoe, 
aunty 19, 1910, 
Condition No, 5 was agreed to on the double ground that it might act Sit 4. Nicolson, 
asa lever for gaining the assent of Russia to the advance, and that there tvioxeaphio, 


appeared to be real danger of the concession being obtained by a Persian Jauuury (0 1910, 
group with German backing. Sir, Bare 
N 


















Telos, 

Tauuary’ 10,1910. 

With regard to condition No, 6, the Persian Government originally 
offered no security whatever—a proposal which His Majesty's Government 
cousidered quite inadmissible. Sir G. Barclay and M. Poklewski proposed 
on the 18th January that the advance should be secured on the mint profits 
alone. ‘The Russian aide-mémoire of the 12th February, however, suggested, 
that the customs revenue should supply the main security, and this suggestion 











iG. Harlay, 
shea 
151910, 





: u Mi x ir A. Nicolson, 
was adopted. Russia also wished to raise the interest to 8 per cent, from No. 85, 
Febranty 18 
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Memorandum the 6 per cent. originally proposed, and to reduce the term for repayment 
coantaiestet by from ten to five years. ‘The rate was eventually fixed at 7 per cent. 
Benckendorf, 
Tanuary 24, 1910. ; 
No answer has as yet been returned to these proposals, and it remains 
doubtful whether Persia will now at length obtain the financial assistance 


ich she entl, sds. 
which she so urgently nee ae 
Foreign Office, February 26, 1916. 

















(6595) No. 281. 
Foreign Ofice to Admiralty. 
Ge) Foreign Offee, February 26, 1910. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 16th instant relative to the relief of the 


otachment at present occupied with the protection of His Majesty’s 
consulate at Shiraz, Iam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
here ies of telegraphic correspondence on the subject exchanged between him 
and His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran. 

Tt will bo observed that, in the cireumstances reported, the withdrawal of the 
dotachmont appears to Sir G. Barclay to be unwise, and I am accordingly to express 
the hope that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty may seo their way to allow it 

in at Shira for the present, 


nayal Ma 














Thaye, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(6891) No. 282. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey—(Reoeived February 27.) 






P, Tehran, February 27, 1910. 
1 to Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram No. 61 of the 19th February. 
oports the arrival, in company of some 900 men, 


ninanded the victorious force against Rahim 








of Yprim and Sardar Bahadur, wl 
Khan. 








(6892) No, 283. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received Pebruary 27.) 







Tehran, February 27, 1910. 
continuation of my telegram No. 81 of the 24th February, [have the honour to 
the following telegram received from His Majesty's acting consul-general at 








Bushire 
“Please refer to my immediately preceding telegram. His Majesty's consul at 
mmerah adds the following to statement previously reported: ‘Idrew the 
tion 1 to communicating to him Minister's telegram, to the 
to be better than present Minister of Interior if he 

i's own strong position was dependent upon his 
hy possibility of intervention in the South of 





















gained the power, and th 
niowint for 
Pe 












p 
juiet him geni 
kh of Mohammerah has promised to abstain from all action 






tment he feels at the Bakhtiari domination, which 





* Nos. 259, 263, and 














ua 


has been increased by recent developments at Behbehan, is shared by his tribesmen, 
I believe that the sheikh is genuinely in favour of the constitutional minority of the 





jp resentment is undeniably felt in the South against the ascendency of the 
Bakhtiari, and trouble will probably result from its continuance,” 








[7009] No. 284. 
rate Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 28.) 
(0. 18.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 8, 1910. 


IN my despatch No, 125 of the 17th June, 1909, I forwarded a convention 
signed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs and by me for the improvement of the 
‘Arabistan telegraph lines and their control by the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Depart- 
ment, and for the renewal of the Telegraph Agreements of 1868, 1872, and 1901, 

Tt will be remembered that this convention was not to come into operation until it 
had been ratified by the Medjliss, It is shortly to be submitted to tho Medjfiss, and 
Mr. Barker has thought it well to prepare for the contingency of refusal to ratify it, 
He has, therefore, submitted to Mr Kirk an alternative draft convention dealing 
only with the Arabistan lines, and making no mention of the renewal of the other 
concessions, which is the part of the signed convention most likely to prove unpalatable 
to the Medjliss, I enclose a copy of the new draft, together with a summary state- 
ment of how the provision proposed for that cost, of construction and maintenance 
would work out in practice, according to Mr, Barker’s estimate, 

I trust that the contingency of having to negotiate a new convention will not 
arise, but should it do so, it is well to have an alternative ready in order to avoid delay, 
Mr, Barker's draft appears to meet the case, and I would only suggest that we should 
be permitted to waive the 4 per cent, interest if necessary. 

As to tho chauces of the signed convention rosving the approval ofthe Mais, 
Tam not in a position to speak with any certainty, as L have purposely abstained from 
feeling the ground in order to incur no unnecessary hostile agitation, Sardar Mansur, 
the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, has promised to give me two or three days’ notice 
Defore the question is raised in the House, which will Teave me plenty of time for such 
lobbying as seems desirable, 





















Thave, &e, 
G. BARCLAY, 





Enclosure 1 in No, 284, 
Alternative Draft Convention. 


IN the event of the Persian Assombly refusing to ratify the agreement for the 
renewal of the concessions of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, the alternative 
Propas mado bores might Weigle rwases 

“Article 1.—To improve telegraphic communication between Borasjun and Mobam- 
merab, and Boragun and Dizful, ib is arranged that from the date of this agreement, 
until the abovementioned talograph lines shall be under, the control and supervision of 
the British Government telegraph officials now controlling the international lines in 
Persia. 

Articlo 2.—The British Government agrees to procure for the Persian Government 
at a reasonable price all the posts, wire insulators, &c., that may be requisite for the 
work, and to arrange for the carriage of the stores to the sites req ‘An account 
of the expenses incurred for this purpose and certified in so far as they have beon 
incurred in Persia by the director of the Indo-Kuropean ‘Telegraph Department, and 
in s0 far a8 they have been incurred outside Persia by the director-in-chief of the 
department, shall be submitted as early as possible to tho Persian Government, 

Article 3—The maintenance of the line, including repairs and the appointment 
and payment of the line guards, shall remain in the hands of the British director and 
staff, the cost being defrayed by the Persian Government. 

‘Article 4.—The expenditure incurred by the British Government under articles 2 
and 3 shall be refunded by the Persian Government out of the annual eash collections 
made by the former on account of the terminal rates and traffic account for messages 

(704) 2% 
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originating and tarminating in Persia. ‘The annual eos of the services of an ingpecto, 
his travelling expenses, the wages of the line gholams, the keep of their horses, the 
upkeep of batteries, the cost of repairs to lines and buildings and other contingent 
expenses shall constitute a first charge against these collections. ‘The next charge will 
be 4 per cent, interest, on the total cost incurred by the British Government under 
article 2; finally, any balance remaining will be taken in redemption of the amounts 
advanced, After the first year 4 per cent, will be recovered on the balance outstanding 
after deducting the total of such annual recoupments as shall have been refunded in 
previous years, 
Articles 5 to 10.—As in original agreement to follow. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 284. 


Summary of Statement by Mr. 
Pint cargo 

Cont of iapector ay. 

Cost of anneal repair, 

Selaron of hola" <> 

iHome allowance 

Centingoncies 


Second charge— 
4 per cent. on (say) 10,0001, = 4000, say. 


‘Total first and second charges co 


Balanco available annually in redemption of capital 2.509000 
Taking the average annual cash colleotions for messages originating and terminating 


in Persia a8 150,000 krans, Deduoting first and second charges of 100,00 krans, 
Balunce ayuiluble annually in redemption of capital is 60,000 krans, 





(6908) 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 28.) 


(0.91) 


St, Petersburgh, February 19, 1910. 

M, ISVOLSKY mentioned to me to-day that one or two papers, and notably 
the “ Novoo Vremya,” were publishing inaccuirate accounts of the conditions which the 
British and Russian Governments had attached to the grant of a money advance to the 
Persian Government, and were criticising them in an adyerse spirit. He did not know 
whether, in these circumstances, it would not be desirable to issue some clear state- 
ment as to the character of the conditions. I remarked that it seemed to me that the 
moment had hardly arrived to do so. He agreed with this view, but thought that 
there could be no harin in the two Governments discussing some form of communica- 
tion which should be made public a little later. 

Tasked him if he had received any news from Tehran as to the impression which 
had been produced on the Persian Government by our conditions. He replied in the 
negative, As just now it is as well to keep M, Isvolsky in as good a disposition as 
possible towards the Persian Government, I did not mention to him the possibility of 
the latter raising difficulties or delays as reported in Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No, 30 
of the 17th instant, 

I enquired whether he thought the German Government would make any 
comments in regard to the conditions relating to railways. He asked the meaning of 
my quostion. replied that I hoped that the German Government would not assume 
that the option we sought as to railway construction conflitted in any way with the 
preamble to our Persian convention. He said that he did think that they could do sos 
thoy had stated they had uo political interests in Persia, and railways were distincly a 
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political interest. Should the German Government make any observations, I dare say 
a better answer could be found than the one indicated by M. Isvolsky, but I did not 
pursue the matter, 
Thave, &¢. 
‘A. NICOLSON. 





{6909} No. 286. 


‘ Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received February 28.) 
fo. 95.) 
ge St. Petersburgh, February 19, 1910. 
M. ISVOLSKY remarked that, his news from ‘Tabreez, was not quite satisfactory. 
T asked how matters stood at Kazvin. He said’ that all was quiet there; and indeed 
hho was ready to withdraw the Russian troops from that locality. I observed that such 
‘a stop would have a most excellent effect both in Persia and at home ; and perhaps he 
would submit a proposal of that nature to the Cabinet Committee which dealt with 
Persian questions, His Excelleney said that he was desirous of any opportunity to 
do s0, and he trusted that the Persians would not, in the meanwhile, make any further 
manifestations against the presence of Russian troops. I asked him. to tell me what 
was the tenour of his information from Tabreez. His Excellency said that Sattar and 
Baghir Khans wore creating trouble, and that although the Governor-General was 
anxious to keep those individuals within bounds, he was powerless to effect anything, 
having no troops or funds at his disposal. Furthermore, the rond from Ardebil to 
‘Tabrooz was infested with Shahsevans and other brigands who were rendering the 
‘passage of caravans unsafe and uncertain. ‘The Persian population was being terrorised 
‘and were glad that there were Russian troops at hand to afford some measure of 
protection. He had recently had an example that tho Persians on the spot did not 
wish that the Russians should at once withdraw, as owing to some complaint as to 
the conduct of the Russian troops in one locality, the Russian consul-general at 
‘TVabroez had ordered an enquiry, and tho results ‘were that the inhabitants had 
petitioned that the Russian detachment should be left. I made no remark on this 
instance cited by M. Isvolsky, but I should imagine that a different complexion 
would probably be placed upon it had the enquiry and report not been exclusively the 
work of an interested Russian official, 

Tremarked that the force of Ephrem Khan should now be free, and might be 
utilised for clearing and guarding the Ardebil-Tabrooz road, His Excellency said 
that Ephrem in such circuinstances would probably come into collision with Sattar and 
Baghir Khans, and the situation thereby rendered worse, Moreover Ephrem Khan 
declined to move so long as Russian troops were on the scene, which attitude 
MM. Isvolsky considered to be absurd. 

‘The statements of M. Isvolsky as to the presonce of Russian troops at Tabreoz and 
in its neighbourhood cannot be considered a8 at all satisfactory, and the reasons which 
ho advanced for the retention of the Russian foree wore not convincing. Tn rogard to 
the Kazvin force he seemed inclined to adopt a more reasonable attitude, and 1 think 
that it will be best to endeavour to obtain the withdrawal of the troops from Kazvin, 
leaving the Tabreez question alone for the moment, Apart from rufiled feelings at the 
discussion in the Medjliss, there can be no possible reason for retaining the force at 
Kazvin, and I will take the earliest opportunity of recurring to that, matter. 

Thave, &e. 
A, NICOLSON. 





(6911) No. 287. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received February 28.) 


(No. 99.) 
ir, Petersburgh, February 21, 1910. 
DURING the recital of his grievances against the Persian Government, M, Isvolsky 
alluded to their demand for the extradition of Rahim Khan, He said’ that such a 
request could not be granted, If Rahim Khan had taken bast ata Russian consulate 
he would not have been handed over, and a fortiori could not be surrendered if he 
took refuge in Russian territory. 
L asked if there were not a supplementary convention to the ‘Tourkmantchai treaty 
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dealing with the cases of Persians who crossed the frontier without passports, and 
which prescribe that they should be handed over to their authorities. M. Isvolsky said 
that the convention to which T alluded had no sort of application to:cases similar 
to that of Rahim Khan. ‘The convention merely laid down certain provisions. to 
regulate the normal passage to and fro across the frontier, and dealt with the question 
of passports, . These were ordinary regulations applicable to any frontier, and naturally 
id not extend to political refugees. 

‘Tmust admit that the contention of M, Isvolaky seems to me to hold good. In any 
ease, it was not for me to argue the question, as in this instance it would be improper 
for me to appear to be holding a brief either for the Persian Government or for 
Rahim Khan, I therefore allowed the matter to drop. 

Thave, &. 
‘A. NICOLSON. 





(6912) No, 288. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recvived February 28.) 


Qo. 100) 
ir, ‘St. Petersburgh, Rebruary 21, 1910. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 95 of the 19th instant, I have the honour to 
yoport that I observed to M. Isvolsky this morning that I should like to recur to the 
quostion of the withdrawal of Russian troops from Ki He had told me at our 
Inst interview. that le was desirous of taking the earliest. opportunity of recalling the 
force, and Tid hope that he would soe his way to laying @ proposal to that effect 
Dofore thy Ministers. A measure of that nature would create such an 
excellent impression not only in Persia, but also in. my country, that I begged to urge 
it upon hin, Ilis Excellency said that I knew very well low sincerely anxious he 
vas to withdraw the troops from Kazvin, and if he could find some good reason on 
Which to aecrocher a proposal to tho council he would gladly seize it. But what 
wis he to do? ‘The Persian Government wero rendering it exceedingly difficult, for 
i ‘Tho Porsian chargé d'affaires had written an official note requesti 
al, on the. ground that ordor had been re-established throughout Persia. 
This was: of the facts. The whole of the south of Persia was in anarchy ; 
tho Russian consi was detained at Shiraz, unable to proceed to his post ; the 
‘assailants and plundorors of his caravan wero still at largo and unpunished ; the Ardebil 
road. was infosted with brigands; and the situation at ‘Tubreez was anyt 
fatisfactory. Tobsorved that all this was perhaps true, but still at Kazvin 
Resht-Tehran road all was peaceful and orderly. M, Isvolsky agreed, but asked me 
how could he go before the council with nothing in his hand but this official note, 
He could not hope to induce his colleagues to agree in such circumstances to a 
withdrawal, Why did the Persian Government continue to write official notes of the 
Character he had described ? ‘That was quite the wrong way to enlist the sympathies 
Of the Russian Government. Ho really could not understand why the Persians, were 
$0 foolish. If they could give him sono mark of reason and of friendliness his hands 
vould bo strengthened, but as matters stood it was exceedingly diflicult for him to 
move, 

Twill take anothor and an early opportunity of again referring to the question, as 
it ig, possible that continued and gentle pressure anay overcome the scruples’ of 
M. Isvolsky. It would be of considerable assistance if the Persian Government 
abstained from official requests, and approached the Russian Government by different 
methods and in a different spirit. 

Thave, &e. 


A, NICOLSON. 





{7164) No, 289. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Haward Grey—(Received February 28.) 


ih Tehran, February 28, 1910, 
to Persian Government. 
The Prime ister informs me that a section of the Medjliss has engineered 
popular demonstration agninst the joint advanee, in the form of a petition signed by 
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many members of the mercantile community and of telegrams from the clergy of Nejot 
and other places, although the Cabinet has not yet submitted the conditions ie 
assembly. 

Tt is said, moreover, that three of the six Cabinet Mini wwillin 
hat rene so fr cen of the six Cabinct Ministers are very unwilling 
__ Sipahdar and Sardar Assad, who feel that it is impossible to continue in. offi 
without money, desire to discuss the tering with us-—diffculties havo boon raised 
especially in connection with conditions 3 and 4 relating respectively to instructors and 
ailways—and it is evident that in view of the above-mentioned agitation they do 

not daro to submit them to the Medjliss in their actual form, 
Indeed, agitation has developed to such an extent that Sipahdar and Sardar Assad 
tendered their resignation yesterday, but tho general attitude of the two. Ministoe 
es that this step was dictated merely by a desire to bring the agi 
and they wil probably. withdrew tolr restenstion, sk) 


(6594) No, 290. 
Foreign Office to Mr. F. O. Strick. 


Dear Mr. Strick, Foreign Ofice, February 28, 1910. 


_ MANY thanks for your letter of the 23rd regarding tho yoyage of “Mr, Consul 
Listemann”” from Marseilles to Bushire on board your daeccatip ecigtanst eat 
Herr Listemann was German vico-consul at Bushire before Herr Wassmuss, who 


Yours pay 
UIS MALLET. 


now occupies that post. 





(7236) No. 291. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reeeived March 1.) 


) PB. ‘Tehran, March 1, 1910, 

EK ION hag reached mo from a usually reliable source, to the effect that 
the services of an expert jeweller in Paris havo been secured by the Persian Govern- 
ment, who will proceed to Tehran to value the crown jewels on the spot, Until the 
report of the expert has been received, the Persian Government will, my informant 
says, probably not take any definite action with reference to the proposed joint advance, 
Tt is intended to sell jewels at Paris by auction if report is favourable, 





(7253) No. 292. 


28) Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 1.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, Mc 

WITH Foferenco to Forvign Office telegram No. 43 of the 2 alien Tiare ts 
honour tostate that I supported Russian iAcitinseubea Titiat Path aaaiced inoteas tae 
circumspection would be used by Ottoman consulate-general at ‘Tabreez, If lives of 
Khans were in danger and they asked for bast, he did not see, however, how it could be 
refused, but no encouragement would be given. His Excellency told M, Tcharykolt 
that the khans would be sent out of the country under the escort of the Russian 
commander, witha guarantee for the safety of their lives (see your despatch No. 179 of 
the 2ist June, last enclosure) on lines of agreement, if they did take bast, 





1704] 
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(7341) No. 293. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 2.) 
(No, 89. 
(imp) P, Tehran, March 2, 1910. 
T HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my telegram No. 87 of the 
28th February, that tho Minister of the Interior has stated to European press 
correspondents’ that the continued presence of Russian troops is the cause of his 
Tosignation. ‘This statement is unfortunate, for while Tam in touch with certain 
Correspondents, and these have carefully avoided emphasising this reason, it is 
ossible that the Minister's words may be so reported in St, Petersburgh that they may 
Pe taken to indicate a renewed demonstration against Russian troops in Persia. 
Sardar Assad informed me that he was resigning because it, was impossible to 
1, but I refrained from reporting 
inisters of whom I enquired, of 


iad in bringing about present crisis, 

le to agitation against 
our proposed advance, ions attached 
thereto, has been produced 





(7148) No. 204. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No, 42.) 

(olographicy) P. Foreign Office, March 2, 1910. 
IMPORTATION and coinage of silver having up till now been monopoly of Iimperial 

Bank, and it having been the State bank, I think communication to the Russian 

Government, to mest objections on their part which are foreseen in your telegram 

No. 83 of the 26th ultimo, would be unnecessary. 


= ES ee 


(7373) No. 295. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 3.) 
(No, 79.) 
(Polegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, Marek 2, 1910. 

"AT an interview which T had to-day with M. Isvolsky, his Excellency stated that 

mat Tabreez to be by no means satisfactory. ‘He said that a 
new trouble had a1 wer fishing rights near Enzoli, and that a delegate from the 
Russian consulate had been maltreated during the incident. It might be necessary for 
tho Russian Government to take some measures in connect the matter. Ho 
added that no satisfaction had as yet been given by the Persian Government either for 
the depredations committed by the Karadaghis or for the murder of a Cossack officer 5 
that no steps had up to the present moment been taken towards disarming the Shah- 
sovaus, the Persian Goyernment maintaining that all was tranquil and in order since 
their defeat of Rahim Khan, M Isvolsky observed that it was not desirable to with- 
Graw the troops from Tabreez at the present moment in view of this series of grievances 
which the Russian Government had against the Persian Government, 

On the conclusion of M. Isvolsky’s enumeration of his complaints against the 
Porsian Government I saw that it would be wiser, especially in view of the new trouble 
‘at Enzoli, not to press his Excellency again to-day to withdraw the Russian troops from 
Kazvin. 


SS Ee 
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[7420] ‘No. 295. 
nt Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 3.) 


(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 3, 1910. 

IN reply to your telegram No. 42 of the 2nd March, T have the honour to state 
that Imperial Bank of Persia have not, hitherto, had monopoly for importation and 
coinage of silver. 


Can I presume that this rT i i 
oy CEES does not affect view expressed in your above-mentioned 





[10975] No. 296. 


Oe 81) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
‘elegraphic.) P. Foreign 0. . 
RUSSIAN troops in Persia, ‘oreign Orfice, March 3, 110. 


Please inform me whether the report received from the Persian Minister here, that 
: ‘ , that 
fifty-one Russian Cossacks have been dispatched to Bushire, is true. 





(7519) No. 297. 


Admiralty to Foreign fico. — (Received | 
Garten iralty to Foreign Offce—(Received March 4.) 


Sir, Admiralty March 2, 1910. 

WITH reference to your leter of the 20th ultimo, Yam commanded by may Lorde 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will inform the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs that they agreo to the temporary retention at Shiraz of the naval Maxim 
gun detachment. 

In view, however, of the fact that this detachment has been employed since lust 
Avgost on duty which is purely military, their Lordehips éonsier that tuey should be 
relieved by Indian Sroope a8 son they can safely withdraw to the coast, 

‘am to request that, should the Secretary of State sex jecti 
go han a ea ‘cretary of State see no objection, arrangements 
Tam, &e, 
©. 1, THOMAS. 


(7560) No, 208. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice-—(Received Mareh 4.) 


fe Winchester House, Old Broad Strect, London, 
ir, March 3, 1910. 


"| HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 24th ulti 
: . nt a t 
tlc owoal| to thinjvioa-ahattman’ of thubladts aang, advisiny itinrcesi an by, SiolSs Creek 


a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at‘Tehran report 
one a, ie te Pe Gorman to his repeat RUSE) as to who is the 
older of the office of commissionership for the oil concession, and that itis to the effeo 
that Besughioe Salanel te to panties to act as commissioner, iy 
am very pleased that this uncertain point has at last been sottled, and hi 
express: the thanks of m board to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran for ‘ie. ar ery 

he has given in obtaining this declaration from the Persian Government. 
Thave, &e. 
©. GREENWAY, 
‘Managing Director, 


that he has now received an 
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(7569) No. 299. 

; Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received Mareh 4.) 
(No. 91.) 
ieee hie.) P, Tehran, March 4, 1910. 

URUMIA LAKE navigation, 

Taam informed by His Majesty's consul at Tabroez that the German consular agent 
hhas signed a contract with Imam Kuli Mirza to supply a barge for the lake actuated by 
‘a petroloum motor, An engineer and assistant from Kiel will supervise the construction 
of the barge in ‘Tabreez, and the latter will mount the motor fittings obtained from his 
‘own country. 

‘The transit of the machinery through Russian territory and along Julfa~Tabreez 
road will be made as heavy as possible, M. Poklewski informs me. 





(7570) No. 300. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdvard Grey.—(Received March 4.) 
(No. 92, 
Ege P. Tehran, March 4, 1910. 
'N eonti 


‘ation of my telegram No, 88 of the Ist March. 
Sipahdar informs me that an expert jeweller is proceeding to Tebran from Europe. 





[7571] No. 301. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 4.) 

No, 93.) 
{a Ls) P. Teliran, March 4, 1910. 

'N continuation of my tel 89 of the 2nd March, I have the honour to: 

report that I have received furtl culars of the Ministerial crisis from the Prime 


P 4 
Minister, It is ovident that the Medjliss and the Cabinet hold very divergent 

Tt is hoped that an understanding, with a view to which negotiations are 
proceeding, will be arrived at. Ministry is carrying on as usual in the meantime, 





(7580) No. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 4.) 
(No. 94.) 
(elographie.) P. Tehran, March 4, 1910. 
GERMAN Minister in ‘Tehran has informed M. Poklewski that German Govern 
ment aro again about to make represontations at St. Petersburgh against the proposed 
omploymont of Frenchmen in the Finance Ministry of the Persian Government. 





(7681) No. 303. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reecived March 4.) 
(No. 95.) 


(Telegraphic.)  P. Tehran, March 4, 1910. 
PLEASE refer to second paragraph of my telegram-No, 74 of the 22nd February. 
Tam informed by Prime i nister that Persian Government have ordered Sattar 
and Bagher Khans to come to the cay pital. The departure of these men from Tabreez 

ail AE. Stuart thinks, bring about the collapse of the fedai onganisation. i 
With reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 79 of the 2nd March: Fisheries 
incident. Persian Government have promised my Russian colleague a satisfactory 
settlement of this matter. Rahim Khan. It is more than usually difficult for Persian 
Government to give satisfaction for depredations of rebel chief, in view of fact that his 
plunder is s Russia, M. Poklewski has ou more than one occasion brought this 
point to notice of his Government, and b sested the confiscation of Rahim Khan's 
Mgotten property. Murder of ol Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
presumably alludes to the Belia Sava iusident of April 1908. Under the circumstances 
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this grievance seems somewhat irrelevant. Shahsevans, Sardar Assad has inft 
ray Hussian colleague that theso tribesmen have made their heen cecal 
erst would be a dangerous experiment to attempt to disarm them at the 
M. Poklowski tells me that his Government are deferring discussion of question of 
jtovps a Persia ‘ontl the arvval in St, Poterburgh of the offesr who 
led the regiment lately at Ardebil and who i et il 
oe ey il and who is shortly expected. Mutter will 





(7554) No. 304. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay, 


. Foreign Ofice, March 4, 1910, 
'S taken by Rahim Khan, pees 
_ As far as you are able, you should assist Castelli’s agent in presentation of his 
claim for recovery of earpets (see your telegram No, 75 of the 23rd February), ¢ 
< 





(7519) No. 305. 


er Sir Kaward Grey to Sir Q. Barclay, 

No, 44, 

(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofico, March 4, 1910. 
ADMIRALTY think that naval detachment at Shiraz (aoe ae telegram ‘No. 79 of 

the 24th February) should be relieved by Indian troops as soon as it can without 


danger proceed tothe coast. You should telegraph when this can be done, Meanwhile, 
Admiralty agree to retention of detachment. 


(7554) No, 306. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 


graphic Foreign Office, March 4, 1910. 
CARPETS taken by Rahim Khan. sien Oise Mee Pe 


Ran mur has re “dl me that Castelli is representing Deutsche Bank in Persia, If 
suspicion on this ground is confirmed you may consider my telegram instructing you 
to support him as cancelled. (WV * 43 





(7009) No. 307. 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 


. Foreign Office, March 4, 1910, 
1 reference to Sir G. Barclay’s despatch No. 125 of tho 17th June last, copy 
i will be found in Persia Confidential Print, 5th July, section 16, relative to tho 
n convention for the i ent of the Arabistan telegraph lines and 
nropean telegraph department, and for the renewal of the 
clegraph agreements of 1868, 1872, and 1901, Tam directed by Socretary Sir Edward 
Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a further despatch on the subject." 
be observed that Sir G, Barclay contemplates the possibility that the 
will refuse to, ratify this convention, and that, in order to forestall such an 
eventuality, an alternative draft convention has been prepared from which the provisions 
more likely to be distasteful to that assembly have been omitted, 

_. Tam to request that Viscount Morley will be so good as to furnish Sir E. Grey 
with his observations on this draft, whieh, as appears from Sir G, Barclay's despatch, 
has already been submitted to the directorin-chief of the Indo-European telegraph 
department, and that he will at the same time express an opinion on the proposal to 


aa * No. 284 
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waive the 4 per cont. interest payable on the total cost incurred by His Majesty's 
Government under article 2 of the convention. be 
am, &e. 


‘LOUIS MALLET. 





(6642) No. 308. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 4, 1910. 
WITH reference to Mr. Langley’s letter of the 21st June last, relative to the 
adjustment betweon the Imperial and Indian Exchequers of, liabilities on account of 
the advance of 300,000 made to the Persian Government in 1903 and 1904, Tam 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith a copy of a further 
Jottor from the India Office, pointing out that their letters in which a proposal was 
made for the setilement of this question still remain without an answer, and 
expressing the hope that a reply may be given with as little further delay as possible, 
Tam to request that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury may be 
move to give effect to tho wish oxprossed in the India Ofic letter. 
am, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(7687) No. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office. (Received March 6.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Bir, London, March 4, 1910. 

HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, 
advising, that in reply to the telegram which was sent to His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Mehran, enquiring whether he anticipated any objection on the part of the Persian 
Government to my company placing a launch and barges on the Upper Karun River, 
Sir Edward Groy has received a telegram from Sir George Barclay stating that the 
articles in the concession on which we base our demand appear to be irrelevant to the 
point at issue, and that he anticipates strong objection on the part of the Persian 
Government. : 

1 am desired by my board to express disappointment at the v 
Bir George Barclay takes of the rights under our concession, as the whole 
‘and spirit of the concession is, undoubtedly, that we should be permitted to take any 
and all steps that may be necessary for carrying out, the objects thereof in the 
speediest and most economical manner; and my board hold that if there is any prior 
‘concession in existence giving exclusive riglts of navigation on the Upper Karun to 
other parties, and those parties have not (as is the case) sufficient boats on the river to 
enable them to carry our material, it is unquestionably the duty of the Persian 
Government, under clause 14 of the concession, which reads as follows — 


“The Imperial Goveroment binds itself to take all and any necessary measure to 
secure. . . . the carrying out of the object of this concession, 


to tako all and any measures that may be necessary to enable us to transport our pipe 
Tine and other material to the oil-field and elsewhere, as may be required. se 
Land carriage is impracticable, and therefore we have no alternative but to avail 
ourselves of transport on the river, Messrs, Lynch and the Moin-i-Tujjar are both, 
limited supply of boats, unable to cope with the additional traflie resulting. 
ize amount of material we are now sending forward, and the Moin's agent 
ed that he cannot carry any material at all for us after the 15th June, owing 

to the anticipated large crops which will keep his boats fully occupied. 
‘Phe only solution of the difficulty therefore is for additional boats to be put on the 
river at once, and since the Moin is not able, even if he were willing to do this, it 
‘appears to my board to be obligatory on the Persian Government to grant us permission 


© No. 274. 
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to put on some boats of our own, subject of course to the proviso that they will not be 
employed for any other purpose than the carrying of our own material and employés§ 
and that it is for the Persian Government to make such representations to, or 
arrangements with, the Nasiri Company, as may be necessary in viow of (1) their 
undertaking to us as quoted above, (2) the monopoly of the navigation granted to the 
Nasiri Company, and (3) the inability of that company to carry our material. 

In accordance with Sir E, Grey’s recommendation, we have telegraphed to our 
agents to refrain from placing any vessels on the Uppor Karun, pending receipt of a 
reply to the application which Sir George Barclay is kindly putting forward on our 
behalf for the necessary permission ; but as a mere application, without a full statement 
of the grounds on which it is based, may fail in its object, my board would esteem it 
a favour if you could, with the above views before you, send a further telegram to 
Sir George Barclay giving him such of the above facts as you think may strengthen 
his application. 

My board desires me to express their apologies to you for troubling you #0 
considerably in this matter, and to explain that their reason for doing so is that the 
question involved is one of very great importance to this company, inasmuch as if any 
delay should occur in augmenting the transport facilities on the Upper Karun, the loss 
to the company, consequent upon not being able to complete their pipe line with all 
reasonable dispatch, may be very heavy indeed, If such a loss should ocour my board 
hold that it is one for which the Persian Government will, morally, at any. rato, bo 
liable; and, moreover, by delaying the completion of the line, they will be depriving 
themselves during the period of the delay of the revenue to be derived by them from. 
the operations of the company, 

Thave, &, 
©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 


(7420) No. 310. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 





No, 46.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 
MINT contract of Imperial Bank. 
I think that, in spite of your telegram No, 90 of the 3rd instant, I need not 
change my view. | Tho Imperial Bank is (as is set forth in articlo 1 of the concession) 
the Persian State Bank, and it was the Persian Government who made the proposal. 
Moreover, duration of contract is to be one year only. 


Foreign Ofico, Mareh 5, 1910, 





7536) No. 311. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 
(No. 32.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 5, 1910, 

‘THE secretary of the Persian Legation called at this Office on the 23rd ultimo to 
sey that Prince Salared-Dowleh, brother of the Jate Shab, Mohammed Al is now in 

mdon. 

He wished to state that the Prince was an eccentric and turbulent character, who 
had more than once created disturbances in Persia, and who had been expelled from 
the country. His Sereno Highness had been wandering about Europe, and had recently 
visited St. Petersburgh and Constantinople. 

‘The Prince constantly asked the Persian Government to make him an allowance, 
but he had a property of his own in Persia, which was quite sufficient for his needs. 
‘The Persian Government would have nothing to do with him, and would not allow him 
to return to Persia. 

Abdul Ghaffer Khan expressed the hope that if Sular-ed-Dowleh tried to approach 
this office he would not in any way be encouraged. 

Imay add that the Russian Ambassador recently informed Sir ©, Hardinge that 
Salar-ed-Dowleh had asked to see him. His Excellency enquired Sir C. Hardinge’s 
opinion as to the reply which should he returned to this request. 

Sir ©, Hardinge replied that it would be more prudent not to receive His Serene 
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Highness, a8 he was eccentric, and. it would be impossible to now what account he 
would give of any conversation which might take place. 
Count Benckendorfi concurred in this view. 


Lam, &e. 
E. GREY. 
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Van, to withdraw all the troops sent within the last few months. The Persian 
Ambassador believes that this means the evacuation of Naghidé and Mamashir. 
Thave sent a copy of this despatch to Tehran, 
Thave, &. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 





(748) No. 312. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdicard Grey. —(Received March 6.) 
Ge ae ic.) P, Tehran, March 6, 1910. 
Ae Tee atinuation of my telegram No, 811 of the 16th Decanter, 1000, 1 ars 
the honout to report that no conlinmation of the alleged lease of Jand on the Karun to 
pean tubject can be obtained by His Majesty's consular officers at a 
Russian orice eikh of Moliammerah decltres, who are now subject to im, 
aoeaeevval the Jand’ from time immemorial. Moreover, the region is not suited to 
irrigation Work. astances, I think wo can Tot the matter rest, though my informant 
sticks to his story. 





(7745) No. 313. 


Sir As Nicolson to Sir Hicard Grey.— (Received Mareh 6.) 
(No, 84.) 
(Pelegraphie.) cars 
PEARSI an Prone finan advisers 
4, Barela elogram No. 94 of the 4th March. 
0 : ane ae a she sioaantt ia M. Isvolsky by the German Ambassador of 
the proposed engagement wotich advisers by the Persian Government, but 
NM Tovoldigy expects that the Gorman Ambassador will. very shortly approach him on 
Mie subject, Ilis Excellency regards the matter as serious, but will of course give no 
flicial reply without first consulting His Majesty's Government. 


Peteraburgh, Mareh 6, 1910. 


Nee eee 


(7746) No. 314. 


Sir ds Nivolson to Sir Bdward Groy.—(Received March 6.) 
Cre erpkic) St. Petersburgh, March 6, 1910. 

HUSSIAN troops in Pei ; 

ast paragraph of Sir G 95 of the 4th March. 

‘the bites Me ee ta arved.in’St Petersburgh, and the question of the 
Russian troops in Persia vill be submitted 0 a thorough examination at the next 
peaetinue of tie committee, On my’ observing to M, Iavolaky thot. I hoped that it wou 
is foul possible to seithilrayy the troops from Kazvin, b lleney replied that he 
{eluted tolbe able to do so if no fresh incident occurred. 





(7767 panshh 


Sir @, Loucther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived March 7) 
Nos us) e, February 27, 1910. 
SI \Wprtt referonce to ny despatch Nov 3 5 he honour 
to report that the Pe nbssalor informs 
Tifeet Pacha, stating that instructions have been s 

taco, as it is admittedly in Persian territory 
Ao evacnite Mint Phat rastructions have been sent to Ibrabiin Pash, the Mushir of 





(8172) No. 316. 


International Oriental Syndicate to Messrs. Samuel and Co.—(Communicated by 
Messrs, Samuel and Co., March 7.) 


15, Angel Court, Throgmorton Street, London, 
Dear Sirs, March '3, 1910. 
“T Mr. Emden’s roqnest we have pleasure in enclosing herewith particulars of tho 
Government. 
Yours faithfully, 
HERBERT L. BROMHEAD, Seoretary, 


Enclosure in No, 316. 
Note respecting Imperial Persian Government Loan, 


THE security offered by the Tmperial Persian Government for an immediate 
advance of the sum of 200,001. on loan is as follows :— 


1. The Gover nierest in the D'Arcy concession, comprising 
20,000 sl 1 the First Exploitation Company, 16 per cent, of the not ‘profits of all 
companies formed to work under this concession, and an annual rent of 2000 tomans 
a year. 
2. The receipts or profits from the mint, which, since the establishment of the 
present constitutional Government, have been at the rate of 750,000 tomaus, ot 
ely 
on tho uncharged revenues of the State up to 200,000 tomans, 
approximately , oF, subject to the charge given to the Indian Government 
(Which has 80 far not been exercised), the receipts from the post and telegraphs would 
be specifically pledged. ‘These receipts for a number of years have returned 
200,000 tomans (40,0001). ‘The loan would be authorised and the securities pledged 
Act of Parliament passed hy the Medjliss, and irrevocable by the nation. ‘The annual 
value of the securities offered are far in excess of that required for the sum asked, the 
wson of this boing that the Persian Government wish in every way to facilitate yotting 
this sum of money by means of a private 





(8042) No. 316*, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 7.) 
(No. 97.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

ADVANCE to Per ernment. 

‘The Minister of Finance, accompanied by a representative of the Ministry, of 
Foreign Affairs, came yesterday to ask for explanations with regard to conditions that 
we had attached to the joint adyance. Conditions were discussed at length, in 
presence of Russian Minister and myself. Following were the most important points 


Delran, March 7, 1910. 


\g On condition 3, we called attention of Ministers to the fact that the 
expression “as soon as possible” was vague, and wo explained that the time for the 
engagement of foreign instructors had purposely. been left unfixed. Minister of 
Finance seemed to be relieved by this explauation, and it is probable that the Cabinet 
had feared that demand for the engagement of Russian military instructors would be 
made without delay. 

With regard to condition 4 


c iors urged that acceptance would be tantamount 
to excluding all outside 


pplications whatever, since no one would be willing to cou 
sue) 
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forward with the knowledge that the refusal of any railway concession must be offered 
to the two Powers. In reply, we pointed out that the two neighbouring Powers could 
Hot be expected to allow such railway concessions a8 were of interest to them, and 
which, doubtless, we should be able to enumerate in due time, to be given toa third 
party without consultation with them. ‘The refusal of such concessions would always 
bo expected by Great Britain and Russia, even if thi e not included in 
those-attached to the advance under discussion. Indeed, this condition formed part, 
with that precluding the employment of instructors for any armed force without the 
approval of the two Bowers, of the settled policy of Great Britain and Russia in Persia, 
which would be followed independently of any quostion of advance. 

In discussing condition 6, Ministers stated that the small advance was regarded 
by Persian Government as inseparable from the larger loan, and they asked that an 
feaurance might be given that the latter should be burdened swith no further condition 
save such as were connected with the loan itself, ie, sec rest, &e. (It is 
evident that apprehensions as to demands which might be made with larger loan have 
oon aroused by conditions attached to the smaller advance.) In reply. we stated that 
two Powers could give no such assurance, but we added that we did not ant 
Conditions which they would consider very formidable in connection with the larger 
Joan, since, if made, it would be devoted mainly to conversion purposes and would 

wave little surplus. ened ay 
sea ereicnetleclared that in principle Cabinet was entirely in favour of the joint 
advaneo, aud they expressed the hope that. we would fucilitate their difficult task of 
inducing the National Assembly to agree to it. js 
aa eet atteagu and saa that we hoped that tho explanations we bad 
givon would have this elfect. 





[6846] No. 317. 


Sir Bdicard Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
Ree) Foreign Office, March 7, 1910. 
No. 58 of tho 10th ultimo relative to the request of 
ation of His Majesty's and the Russian legations 
Governor-General of Ispalan, under 
ing part of the propert; 
further letter from him,’ 
ving } 
received before ho. left Persi 
nd the Russian Government. 4 
a ane ius Zikes-Sultan's first request, E should be glad if you would consult your 
Rnwsian colleague, and report in due course whether any consid dvanced_ in 
Tile Serone Highness's lettcr which leads you to change the opinion expressed in your 
telegram above referred to, that unollicial action by the two legations would be use 
in tho cireumstances. aie. 
ara eitte eecoudl request, I would propose to reply. that His Majesty's Government 
aco no sulfcient reason for again extending to Zil-es-Sultan the protection which he has 
feitel, : i 
Torte 9 moanwhile, I have merely acknovledged the receipt of His Sorene 
Highness's letter. an 
E. GREY. 





[8445] No. 318. : 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir B. Gosehen. 


Foreign Offs, Mares 7, 1910. 
Persia. 


Be 


” GOUNT METPERNICH came to speak to me to-day about a 
Te said that Germany lind taken au unassuming line with regard to Persia ; but 
sho had commercial interests in that country, and amongst other things he might 
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mention that the Iate disturbances had caused German subjects to suffer losses 
amounting to perhaps 10,0001, He understood that we had means of satisfying our 
claims by deducting the amount of them from moneys which we paid to the Persian 
Government. Germany had no such means, and would therefore like, when a loan was 
made to the Persian Government, that her claims should be met out of the proceeds of 


1 that the idea as to onr deducting our claims in this way was a complete 
misapprehension. ‘The only means we had of getting even the interest on the money 
which we had lent to the Persian Government was to realiso the security by seizing 
the customs and deducting what was due to us. We had not, however, contemplated 
taking any steps of this sort. As a matter of fact, the interest on our loaus to tho 
Persian Government was in arrears, and I was under the impression that. the Imperial 
Bank of Persia—which, though independent of the British Government, was still a 
British institution—had also not received some of the interest due to it. ‘The small 
Joan of 400,000, about which the Russian and British Governments were now 
negotiating with the Persian Government, was being offered solely in order to enable 
the Persian Government to pay its gendarmerie and troops, and to restore order in the 

. We hiad not, so far as I was aware, contemplated the satisfaction of any of 
‘our on claims ont of this loan, In the future, when the Persian Government had restored 
order in their country, they might raise a larger Joan in the ordinary way, and then 
the question of satisfying claims might arise. I promised, however, to look into the 
question of the financial obligations of the Persian Government towards us, and’ to 
ascertain how the claims of British subjects stood, so as to make sure that what I had 
told the Ambassador was correct, 

Count Metternich then went on to speak of the “open door” in Persia, He said 
that, if Porsia intended to employ the eubjeote of neutral Powers other thon Fagland 
‘and Russia, Germany should be on a footing of equality. If he remembered rightly, 
the “open door” was preserved in the Anglo-Russian agreement; there was, therefore, 
nothing in the German claim inconsistent with that agreement. 

Lreplied that I quite understood the German point of view. But at present, no 
far as I know, the Persian Government were not thinking of employing additional 
foreigners, except for the financial department, whero there was already a Vrench 

vider, who had boon there some timo. T bolioved that there was #ome question. of 
placing some French subordinates under this ad 

Count Metternich said that this was just what, his Government had heard, Ho 
thonglit it was proposed to engage fiye or seven additional Frenchmen, and this would 
put Persian finances entirely under French control 

T told Count Metternich that I would examine all the questions he had raised, 
especially with regard to British claims and the loan to the Persian Government, 

Tn the course of conversation with regard to the possibility of a future loan, Count 
Metternich mentioned that, if it was to be raised from bunkers in the ordinary way, his 
Government would expect German bankers to have the same opportunity” for 
participating in it as bankers of other nationalities had. 

Tam, &. 
E. GREY. 


(6846) No. 319. 
Sir Bdveard Groy to Zil-es-Sultan, 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 7, 1910. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Imperial Highness’s lotter 
rd ultimo, renewing your request for the unofficial intervention of His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran in the matter of the seizure by the Governor-General of 
Ispahan, under orders from the Persian Government, of certain villages forming part 
of your property, and asking that the same meastire of protection which you received 
ou left Persia may once more be accorded to you by His Majesty's and the 
Russian Governments, 
Thaye, &e, 
EB. GREY, 
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[7687] No. 320. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Ofice, March 8, 1910. 
ad | the Upper Karn for the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
to your telegram No, 82 of the 24th February. 
ng i contention of Oil Company, Persian Government are bound to see 
that oljecta of concession are wecured, and’ to take necessary steps to this end (Geo 
Article 14 of concession). But necessary transport cannot be supplied to company either 
by Lynch or by Nasiri Company, the two companies who hold monopolies of navigation 
Die Niver, "Oil company should therefore bo allowed to supply means of transport for 
the own employs ane niaterial by themselves, placing auditional. boats on. the river, 
and the Bersiiu € should arrange accordingly with Nasiri company. This 
should be done at orice ‘ill cause, loss, not only to company but to Persian 


Gavtinment also, sinew the revenue derived by latter from company’s operations will 


a you think propor, make avpreseutations to Persian Governioont in this nse 





[9288] No. 321. 
Imporial, Banks of Beraia to Foreign Ofice.—(Reecived March 9.) 


25, Abehurc Lane, London, March 8, 1910. 
‘IL reference to your enquiry by telephone this afternoon regarding interest on 
HY referer to a eee iMe Dank, [ have the honour to euclose an extract 
(ated the. 12th February, received from our Tehran office on 
tho dth instant, {ror ¥ seo how the payments for interest stood at the 


ane aie Taint 1 letter, 149,826 tomans, has, according to a 


n ri per eased! to 190,000 tomans. 
telegrain from ‘Tehran 
. NEWELL, Manager. 


—— 
inelosure in No. 321. 


retract from Confidential Lettor received by Emperial Bank of Persia from their 
Haste THdiran Brauch, dated 12d February, 110. 


AVE havo available at present for interest to be brought into account on the 
20th March the following amounts» 
Huish customs transfers to date 
Revive fri tier surees ++ 


Total 8 w 149,836 


i lay. We veafu fer from Bushire 
dvisod by telegram yesterday, We hope to have a further trans B 
a ae $30,000 tomans, us also other small sums from other sources, before closings our 


accounts at the half 
‘Mie position 
commencing fron 


abe Mareh 21, 1909, to January 21, 1910 
tun Bushire WOURG'se eee 


Debs nse 


We will keop you informed in future, a8 desired by letter, every month as to the 
amount of interest received on the Government debts, 
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8295] No. 322 
Sheikh Hasan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9.) 


Sir, 78, Hills Road, Cambridge, March 7, 1910. 

I HAVE received from my fellow citizens of Tabreez in Persia an earnest appeal 
to the English people to endeavour, in accordance with the assurances repeatedly 
given to us both by England and Russia, to induce Russia to withdraw her troops 
from Persian soil, where their harsh and tactless behaviour—to use no stronger term— 
causes increasing distress and anxiety to my countrymen. 

Thave the honour to enclose herewith a translation of this appeal. It was sent to 
me with the request that I would publish it in the English newspapers, but it appeared 
tome that I should better serve the interests of all concerned by bringing it in tho 
first instance to your notice, in the earnest hope that you will appreciate tho difficulties 
of our position, and will exert your great influence to mitigate their difficulties and to 
release my fellow townsmen from the anxiety which the continued presence of the 
Russian troops at Tabreez, and elsewhere in Persia occasions them. 

Thave, &e, 
SHEIKH HASAN. 


Enclosure in No. 322, 
Translation of Representation received from the People of Tabrees. 


Sir, March 9, 1910, 

IN the Anglo-Russian Agreement signed the 31st August, 1907, the toxt of which 
appeared in the papers of the 25th September of the same year, did you not say that 
you would respect the integrity and independence of Persia? 

Did you not also bind yourself in this agreement to safoguard the independence 
of Persia from each other's aggression ? 

Did you not pledge your official word through your representative in Tehran in 
the early days of September 1907 that the object of this agreement was only to 
strengthen the independence of Persia? 

Did you not undertake in this agreement with Russia to avoid all interference in 
our internal affairs, and also to prevent each other from interfering? 

‘These are the pledges which you have given to us officially. 

Now we ask you, taking the whole world to witnoss between us, why have not 
‘hove pled gos which you havo givon us boon kopt? 

How have you “respected our independence?” 

How have you redeemed the official pledges which you gave us through your 
representative at Tehran ? 

Ts this the moaning of the repeated promises you have given us not to interfere ? 
You who asked Russia to dispatch her troops to our country to outrage our patriotic 
sentiments and violate our national feelings? We ask you conscientiously to answer 
these two questions -— 


First, what was your reason for asking Russia to send hor troops into our 
country? During our three years’ struggle for freedom have we killed, plundered, or 
oven injured any of you, or of the subjects of any other foreign Power? 


If you reply that there was a probability of danger to Europeans, that the people 
of Tabreoa were dying of famine, and that these Russian troops were sent merely to 

rotect foreigners and to relieve the starving people of Tabreez, we thank you for your 
flumane motives, but at the same time declare to you that neither now nor in the past 
have Europeans been in any danger, nor are the [people of Tabreez now besieged and 
starving. 

Persia has looked and is looking to you for justice, and she asks what she has 
done to you that you should suffer her ai to be trampled by Russian troops. How 
have you kept your promise regarding the independence and integrity of Persia ? 

‘Phe provocative behaviour of the savage Russian troops and Cossacks is admitted 
oven by the correspondents of Russian newspapers, and is not to be denied, nor do we 
deem it necessary to go into details here. Suilice it to say that our lives, our property 
and even our honour are at their mercy. 

We, the oppressed people of Persia, declare with a loud voice that all the world 

{704} 3D 
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it i i ans that we are wronged, 
may hear that it is by you English as much as by the Russians 
Fade ft was you who asked Russia to send her troops into our beloved country. a 
‘What excuse have you now for sanctioning the presence of these savage soldiers 
in our country, and what plausible excuse can you give to your conscience 
tions you? . 
ai We know why Russia is keeping her troops in our country, but we mow that 
wisdom bids us suifer all that they inflict upon us to the end that we may frustrate her 
il intenti * 5 
ee ‘History will nt forget that Tngland has stained her honour in this matter, and 
has forgotien to be the champion of liberty or the defender of an oppressed people 
hho trusted in that honour. Amen 
ve Tn conchision we venture again to remind you that all we desire is Pores forthe 
Persians, and to pray that you will use vour great influence to secure for them this 
Gesire, and to earn for yourself our eternal gratitude. 





[8318] No. 323. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Haward Grey —(Reeeived March 9.) 
(chs 98.) 


Y i Tehran, March 9, 1910. 
elographic.) P. . Hea 
WIPH reference to your telegram No, 118 of the 9th March to Sir A. Nicolson. 
‘The individual mentioned in my telogram No. 67 of the Lith February is, I 
ct, implicated in this matter. pd z "4 
PCV oull it bo possible to trace his connection with the International Syndicate? 
Until receipt of instructions I shall of course take no action here, 





[8341] No, 323%, 
Sir @, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 9.) 


(i 99.) 


(Tolegraphic,) P. Tehran, March 9, 1910 
‘UL, Company. With reference to your telegram No, 47 of the 8th March. a 
T have been pressing the Persian Government hard to grant permission to ( 
Company to put one launch on the Upper Karun Riv he purpose of towing: 
‘arges, and Lhave assured Persian Government, on the authority ¢ Yompany’s 
ayenta, that for the present only barges belonging to the Muin will be employed 
“Tho company, 1 perceive, now speaks of putting " boats” on the Upper Karun., 
At this stage, -am unwilling to add to my demand, and T trust that what its 
Jocal ayents stated to be its requirements will suflice for the moment to satisfy the 
company: 





{8318] No. 324. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 


Foreign Ofice, March 9, 1910. 
rs, Samuel. ‘ ; 
forence to your telegram No. 98 of to-day, action need not be taken until 
Russian Government reply. ‘ 
Mr. Woolf is a member of the syndicate. 





(7519) No. 825. 
Poreign Office to India Office. 
Foreign Office, March 9, 1910. 
* WITH reference to the leter of the 26th ultimo from this ofiee, enclosing copies 


i tion of relieving the na\ 
correspondence with the Admiralty relative to, the ques ig the naval 
Sfoxin gun detachment at present occupied with the protection of His Majesty's 
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consulate at Shiraz, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copy of a further letter from that department on the subject,° together with 
copy of a telegram which he has in consequence addressed to His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tebran.f 

Lam to state that Sir E, Grey would be glad if Viscount Morley would bear in 
mind the wish of the Lords Commissioners that the detachment may be relieved by 
Indian troops as soon as they can safely withdraw to the coast, so that arrangements 
may be made accordingly with as little delay as possible so soon as a favourable moment 
arrives, 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[8443] No, 326. 


Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey—(Reecived March 10.) 
(Wo. 86.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIAN finances, 

Your telegrain No, 118 of the 8th March. I handed to M. Isvolsky on aide-mémoire 
‘on the proposed negotiation of a loan by the Persian Government through the agency 
of the International Syndicate, 

AL Isvolsky told me that information had reached him from a secret source to the 
effect that the arrival at ‘Tehran of an agent of the Deutsche Bank was expected 
very shortly. I pointed out that this intelligence only afforded an additional reason 
for us to put in our warning to the Persian Government with as little delay as possible, 
M. Isvolsky suggested that the Persian Government might disregard our warning, and 
what were we to do then? I observed that Russia possessed a right of veto, and that 
in the event contemplated she might make use of it, but I suggested that, for the 
moment, it would be well to hold this right in reserve. M. Tsvolsky promised that ho 
would consult with the Minister of Finance without loss of time. 

His Excellency told me that the German Ambassador here had said nothing 
further on the subject of the engagement of French financial assistants by the Persian 


Government, but that the German Minister at Tehran had again spoken to his Russian 
colleague on'the subject. 


St. Petersburgh, March 10, 1910. 


(8444) No. 327. 


. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 10.) 
Wo. 87) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION at Tabreez. and Russian troops, 
Disquieting news has reached M. Isvolsky from Tabreez, ‘The followers of Bagher 
id to be contemplating an attack on Russian bunks, &c 
is from the Caucasus, who are with Ephrem, It is said, 
aber last the Russian force at ‘Tabreez and in. the 
neighbourhood, owing to the return of men whose time with the colours has expired, 
does not numbor than 500 men, this number, including non-combatants, and of 
these only hall abrecz itself. ML. Isvolsky, in informing me of the above, showed 
considerable anxiety lest the unruly element should carry out its threatened attack, 
Tsaid that it was hanl to believe that the fedais would really be venturesome enough 
attack Russian troops or Russian establishments. M. Isyolsky seemed to have in his 
mind the idea that it might perhaps be necessary to reinforce the Russian troops at 
‘Tabreez. On my expressing an earnest hope that no such step would be taken, 
M, Isvolsky replied that the measure would not constitute a remforcement of the 
detachment, but would simply be a substitution of new men for those whose time with 
the colours had expired. I pointed out that the distinction would scarcely be 
fated by the public, and urged that it would be most unfortunate if the Russian 


St. Petersburgh, March 10, 1910. 


moreovel 


* No, 297, $ No, 805 
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authorities were to undertake any fresh movements of troops at the present moment, 
1 do not know whether I succeeded in convincing, M. Tsvolsky. I promised to ask 
what information had reached His Majesty's Government as to the present situation at 
‘Vabreez, and whether there was really any reason to fear that overt acts of hostility on 
the part of the fedais were to be anticipated. 





[8447] No. 328. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Baicard Grey —(Received March 10.) 


fo. 1. 
(Romryhie) P, Constantinople, March 10, 1910. 

PERSIAN Ambassador at Constantinople. : 

‘The Persian Ambassador was to-day informed by my Russian colleague and myself 
of the replies of our Governments respecting the assurances desired, as set forth in 
your telegram No, 42, : 

His Fxcelleney thereupon decided to telegraph to Tehran under the cireumstances, 
requesting to have refunded to him the sums, amounting to 10,000L., spent by him in 
keeping up the embassy here, while demanding to be relieved of his appointment to 
this pos 

















(8443) No, 829. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 121) ‘ 
(Telegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, March 10, 1910. 


INTERNATIO! 








AL Syndicate and question of advance to Persia, 
Lam anxious to be able to roply to Messrs, Samuel as voon as possible, as they are 
pressing. I hope Minister for Foreign Affairs will not delay to answer (see your 
telegram No. 86 of to-day), 





















(7148) No. 330. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 36.) Eber 
; Foreign Ofice, March 10, 1910. 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 83 of the 26th ultimo relative to the pro- 
posed an between the ernment and the Imperial Bank of Persia 






Fegari for coinage, I have to inform you that Sir T. Jackson 
and Sir G. Mi called at this Office on the 25th, and communicated to Mr. Mallet 
certain papers referring to this subject, of which copies are enclosed. 
Twill be observed that the bank huve obtained from the Rersian Government 
permission fo coin about 160,000L worth of silver; that the Government intend in 
future not to grant any more mint contracts, but are ready to appoint the bank to be 
their agents for the purchase of silver for their account ; and that the directors of the 
ink have approved this proposal, which is advantageous to both parties, and is 
described as an important and far-reaching commercial transaction. i 
(he Persian Government have also offered the bank the option of purchasing the 
Crown jewels, but this offer the directors have declined on commercial grounds. ‘The 
ocal representatives of the bank consider that if the jewels were thus sold the Persian 
Government would decline the proposed Anglo-Russian advance of 400,001. f 
You will also notice that the Persian Government have paid interest on the bank's 
Joans to tho aniownt of 1,000,000 krans. ae : 
‘As regards the question raised in your telegram of communicating with the Russian 
‘nt on the subject, I do not think that His Majesty’s Government need take 
ew of the fact that the Imperial Bank alone occupies in Persia the 
tate bank, and the contract.is only for one year. 

















































* Not printed, 
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If objection is raised by the Russian Government it will perhaps be possible to 
find some solution on the expiry of the contract, 
Tam, &, 


E. GREY. 





[8457] No. 331. 


the agreement has proved even more unsatisfactory. 
Great Britain undertook to obt the consent of the Ameer to a scheme wherel 
frontier questions of a non-political character should be settled by direet communi- 
cation between Russian and Afghan officials, but so far Great Britain has done nothing 
to fulfil this engagement. 

As regards Persia, the agreement has not saved Russia from the necessity of 
expending large sums of money in keeping detachments of troops in that country ; 
were it not for that agreement these troops would be free agents, whereas now they are 
bound hand and foot and can effect nothing. 

Again, Russia has been forced by the agreement into participating in matters from 
which ‘she ‘would otherwise havo held aloof—such as the joint loa to. the, Perma 
Government. ‘The article points out that it is naturally most advantageous for England 
to support the Persian Government, but maintains that it is by no means so for Russia, 
especially as the new régime in Persia is very hostile to her, Persia will naturally 
gladly take Russian mon give no quid pro quo. ‘These “wretched 
4,000,000 roubles” cannot save that decaying State, and will only serve to prolong the 

isis, the only cure for which is foreign control. Foreign control, it is true, would 
the expenditure of much capital, but then the tone of the negotiations would be 
very different from that of the pourparlere now proceeding at ‘Tehran, 

In conclusion, the article acknowledges that the agreement with Great Britain is 
undoubtedly of great importance, but argues that for Russia to shut her eyes to its 
defects simply means that she is taking up a poor position in a business arrangement 
in which her dignity and forcign prestige are at stake. 

















Thave, &e, 
A. NICOLSON. 





[8503] No. 332, 
Board of Trade to Foreign Ofiee.—(Reecived Mareh 11.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall, March 9, 1910. 

TAM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 21th February with further reference to the question of the provision of guarda 
for the protection of trade on the roads in Southern Persia, 

In reply, Lam to point out that there appears to be some misconception as to the 
viows of the Board as indicated in their letter of tho 14th February. was not 
suggested in that ietter that a surtax of 10 per cont. on the duties at Bushire alone 
would suffice to cover more than the cost of carrying out the scheme of Mr. Acting 
Consul Bill, and the statement made in paragraph 3 of the Board's earlier letter of the 
28th December last was expressly based upon that scheme. 

Since Sir E. Grey regards Mr, Bill's scheme as superseded by the proposals 
contained in Sir G. Barclay’s telegram of the 6th November last, the Board recognise 
that the cost of carrying out these proposals could not be met by the imposition of the 
surtax at Bushire alone, and they concur in Sir E, Grey's view that it would be 
necessary to arrange for the imposition of the surtax at all the ports in Southern 
Persia in order to provide the requisite funds for the adoption of these wider proposal. 

(1704) 32 
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As therefore Sir E. Grey is of opinion that under all the circumstances Sir G. Barclay's 
proposals are preferable to the more limited scheme to which the Board’s previous 
Tettors have referred, they will not press further their objections to the imposition of 
the surtax at‘all the ports. 

Tam to add that, as intimated in the Board’s letter of the 14th Febmary, they are 
inclined to doubt whether any useful purpose would be served by further discussion 
with interested firms, from whom continued opposition is to he anticipated. 

Thave, &. 
H, LLEWELLYN SMITH. 

































(8524) No. 333, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received Mareh 11.) 
‘No, 100.) 
(Pelographic,) P. Tehran, March 11, 1910. 





WITH reference to your despatch No, 4 and the minute appended by tho director- 
in-chief to the first paragraph of section 10, T have the honour to report that the 
Minister of ‘Tolegraphs has promised to lay the Arabistan agreement before the 
Medjliss immediately, but before doing so he has asked for the bill of the Central 
Persian line, which will be needed, he says, in the debate, If, when presenting the bill, 
we claim the establishment charges to which we are entitled by article 2 of the 1901 
agreement, our chances of obtaining a ratification of the agreement will be impaired, 

Of course, the Minister of Telegraphs may not repeat his request for the immediate 
presentation of the bill, in which case I would await the decision with regard to the 
convention before presenting it, and the establishment charges might accompany it, 
Supposing, however, that the Minister of ‘Telegraphs should repeat his request, would 
it not be better to drop the claim and omit the establishment charges? Otherwise, 
having regard to the present feeling in the Medjliss, I fear the convention would stand 
Title chance of ratificat 

‘Nhe establishment charges claim might of course be presented later, but T fear 
that our caso for the repayment of these charges would be greatly weakened by our 
failure to prosent them simultaneously with the other account. 













































[8523] 








No. 334. 





Sir G, Barelay'to Sir Baward Grey —(Reevie 


fo. 101.) 
Telegraphic.) ‘Tehran, March 11, 1910.~ 
IN continuation of my telegram No. 81 of the 24th February, T have the honour 
to report that His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz was confidentially informed on the 
26th February by an emissury of the vali of Pusht-i-kuh that he was travelling to 
Molumimorali in order to try and conclude an agreement against the Bakhtiari with 
tho Sheikh of Mohammerah, 
His Majesty’s consul adds that the emissary left on the 27th February for 
Mohammerah, 


ved Mareh 11.) 


























(8544) No. 335. 
) Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Batcard Grey.—(Received March 11.) 

83) 

legraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, March 11, 1910. 

SITUATION at Tabreez, A 

1 called on M, Isvolsky to-day at his invitation, and his Excelleney said that he 

wished to tell mo that he had had news of a more disquieting character from Tabreez. 

Details will be given to you by Count Benckendorff. M. Isvolsky has instructed the 

Russian Minister at Tehran by telegraph to urge the Persian Government to lose no 

time in taking steps for the immediate subjugation of Sattar and Bagher Khans,and to 

say that if this is not done measures will have to be taken by the Russian Government 

thomsely 
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A battalion of infantry and a sotnia of Cossacks have been sent by the Viceroy of 
the Caucasus to Julfa, and will be held in readiness there, 

In view of the fact that there seem to be real grounds for disquietude, and 
especially as the Persian Government have been invited to establish order themselves, 
T did uot consider that I should he justified in offering any observations, 











8608} No. 336. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir @. Barelay. 
No. 50.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, March 11, 1910. 
RUSSIAN troops at Tabreez. 


Count Benckendorff called to-day and made communication as follows :— 





(I) According to informiation received from ‘Vabreez, an agitation against the 
troops is in progress. Many audacions sorties have been directed against the 
nent there by the fedais and by Sattar and Bagher. 

The local authorities act without energy, and an open collision is to be anticipated. 

‘The detachment, which, since the recall of the reservists in November, is reduced 
to 500 men, may be no longer strong enough to protect the Russian institutions 
scattered about the district, and has as its adversaries especially the 2,500 followers 
of Sattar and Bagher. 

‘The Imperial Government had already called the attention of the Shah’s Govern- 
ment to the necessity of taking energetic measures to put a stop to these proceedings 
and to eventual disturbances by disarming the bands of Sattar and Bagher and 
expelling these latter from Tabreez by Government troops. 

Nothing has, however, been done, 

As this situation seems to the Government very dangerous for its detachment of 
occupation, it instructs M. Poklewski to ask the Persian Government to take without 
delay the above-mentioned measures. 

In caso of refusal, a battalion of infantry with two guns and a sotnia of Cossacks 
are to cross the frontier to reinforce the detachment at ‘Tabree: 

rial Government. would nevertheless be extrom 
nd expresses the hope that. the Pers 
disarming the forces of Sattar and Bagher. 

M. Isvolsky hopes that the British Government will be good enough to instruct its 
representative at Tohran to support M. Poklowski’s action in this sense. (End of R.) 















ly desirous of avoiding 
n Government will succeed in. 








In reply I promised that M, Poklewski should receive support as desired, but that 
I thought that to send a fresh contingent of troops would produce a very unfavourable 
impression, and that it seemed to me impossible that Sattar or Bagher khans could or 
would dare to at Russian troops at.'Tabreez, 1 laid stress on the advisability of 
simultaneous withdrawal of Kazvin detachment if Tabreez foree wero increased as a 
means of counteracting this bad 

















[8630) No, 337. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office —(Reeeived March 12.) 


F 3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, March 11, 1910, 

WITH reference to our letter of the 25th October last, on the subject of repairs 
to the Godar Bridge on the Ahwaz-Ispahan road, I have the honour to enclose 
herewith, for your information, copy of an advice to our Tehran agent on this matter, 
together with coples of enslonizen Grerein referred to 

Thave, &e. 
H. W. MACLEAN, Secretary, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 337. 





Persian Transport Company to their Tehran Agent. 


London, March 10, 1910. 

WE send you herewith report on the Godar Bridge, covering Mr. Sotham's 
report of his inspection in, December last, and other papers. Please communicate this 
report to the representatives of the Bakhtiari chiefs in Tehran, and request them to 
take the necessary steps to secure the safety of the bridge. ten Q 

Please also hand a copy to His Majesty’s Minister in Tehran for his information, 
pointing out that for some time past the Ahwaz-Ispaban road has been the only 
reliable means of communication between Tehran and the Persian Gulf, and that, 
therefore, itis of general importance that the Godar Bridge should not be neglected. 
‘Wo trust that His Majesty's Legation will find it desirable, should opportunity serve, 
to urge the chiels to give effect to the advice of our engineers. 

is natural to suppose that the chiefs will apply to us to suggest the means by 
which the necessary funds for this work can be obtained. On this point we beg to 
refer you to the enclosed memorandum on the Ahwaz-Ispahan road, which expresses 
our views upon this point, and which you can communicate to, and freely discuss with, 
the chiefs if desirable. We have stated 12 per cont. as the rate of interest to be 
charged on the proposed new loan, For your guidance, we may say that if the matter 
wore satisfhetorily arranged in other respects, we might, on your recommendation, be 
prepared to xedon this rate to. por cont, “Kindly hand a enpy of this memorandum 
‘lso to His Majesty's Minister in ‘Tehran, in order that he may be fully in possession of 
four views on the subject. At the same time, please mention to him that we have not 
Tost sight of the correspondence with the Foreign Office, consisting of their letters to 
us of the 4th May and the 14th October, 1909, and onr reply of the 25th October, 1909, 
of which copies were duly sent: you. x 

Tn this connection it will be noted that Mr, Sotham and Mr, Humphreys differs 
from Messrs. De Bergue and Mr, Wells in regard to rocker plates and wind pressure, 
Messrs, De Bergue and Mr. Wells believed that flat plates would afford sufficient 
sliding movement to accommodate contraction and expansion of the cable, and they 
decided, after careful consideration, that the bridge did not, require lateral bracing 
‘against wind pressure, Mr, Sotham, after examination of the bridge in situ after ten 
years’ service, and after consultation with Mr, Humphreys, has decided in the contrary 
igonse on both these no alternative but to follow his advice. ‘That 
cannot in any way contraven that: we were equally bound to accept the 
advico of Mr, Wells and Messrs, De Bergue at the time of the construction of the 
bridge, 

‘We aro, of course, sending copies of this correspondence to our Ahwaz agent. for 
his information, and for that of His Majesty's vice-consul at that place. We shall be 
glad to learn ‘from you at the earliest possible moment what steps the chiefs aro 
prepared to take. cane 

Please mention to His Majesty's Legation that we have sent a copy of this advice 
and enclosures, to the Foreign Office for their information. 


































Enclosure 2 in No. 337. 
Report by Persian Transport Company respecting the Godar Bridge. 


OUR road engineer, Mr. Bernard Sotham, arrived in London at the end of 
December, 1909, after examining the Godar Bridge, and has since handed us the 
following, papers, of which eopies are annexed hereto — 


Report of Mr. Sotham, dated the 2nd January, 1910, 

Opinion of Mr, H. Humphreys, consulting engineer, dated the 12th January, 1910. 

Further opinion of Mr. Sotham, dated the 17th February, 1910. 

Estimate of cost and repairs, 

‘A study of these papers will show that the bridge is in urgent need of repairs 
‘The recommendations of our engineers comprise three operations -— 


(a) To introduce rockers under the saddles on which the cables of the bridge 




















rest. 
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(@.) To brace the bridge against wind pressure by steel wi i 

to the tides of the gorge i thee See 
{c.) To correct the alignment of the bridge, which has dropped about 14 inches i 

tho contre through stretching of the suspension cables Sages mars 


Our estimate of the probable cost of all these repairs is 51,720 krans (about 9601) 

_ We have gone carefully into the matter, but find no means of reducing this 
estimate. It had been suggested to us to substitute iron piers for the present masom 
piers. The original cost of these iron piers would not be great, kut we found that the 
additional cost of providing all the material necessary to support the suspension cables, 
whilst the new piers were being substituted for the old ones, makes the total cost. of 
this operation prohibitive. 
___ The estimate includes heavy changes for skilled Iabour and engineers’ expenses, Tb 
is hope that the chiefs will understand that the insertion of rockers under cables 
carrying the whole weight of the bridge, and the alteration of all the suspension rods in 
order to readjust the strain on the diflerent parts of the structure, are delicate opera- 
tions which it would be imprudent to entrust to any but skilled workmon under expert 
superyision, 

The only course open to us, then, is to recommend the chiefs to adopt th 

submitted by Mr, Sotliam and the consulting engineer, Mr. angus epee 
___We have already explained to the chiefs that we will not offer to do the work for a 
fixed suin. We offer only to do the work for their acount and risk to the best of our 
ability. We do not expect it will cost’ more than the 51,720 krans we have estimated, 
and we will be very much pleased if it costs less ; but asitis also agreed that we musb not 
spond without eousent of the chiefs more than tho sum authorised. by them, we think a 
margin for contingencies is desirable. We therefore usk the chiefs to provide for an 
expenditure not exceeding 60,000 krans for carrying out this work, 


London, February 1910. 
































Enclosure 3 in No, 337. 


Mr, Sotham to Persian Transport Company. 





Dear Sirs, The Priory, Iffley, Oxon, January 2, 1910. 
I FOUND the Godar Bridge to be in the following Creare SEINE 


Piers. —The Tehran pier shows fresh signs of disturbance. Cracks varying from 
‘one-eighth of an inch to three-sixteenths of an inch can be traced almost. down to the 
foundations. 

Th Ahwaz pier also shows signs of disturh 
the Tehran pier, but they are not so largo or plentiful ag on the Tehran pier. 

Both ers are well onstrveted of first-class material, 

fockers.—There are no rockers on either pier. The cables are carri 

‘as per plans of the makers of bridge. These saddles do not oy Araceae 
rockers, they do not slide backwards aud forwards with the expansion and contraction 
of the cables. Tt should be noted that the saddles on the Ahwaz pier are built in flush 
with ye a Tiel 

The Brid took levels across the i C i 
So sta! the roadway of bridge and found the bridge to be 

Foundations. —The foundations of both piers are sound, 

Rivets, Bolts, &e-—These are all sound. “They show no sign of weakness, 

ey ae good senna A 

toad Material he floor plat it i 
ne ee showing at both entrances to bridge, the 
2 Cable Anchorages. left hand ‘cable on Tehran side seems to have twisted 
alight at entrance to anchomge, "The masonry appears to ave been eracked byw 
indency of the cable to “ pull out.’ {t is in) e il ve et 

taken place, it might have been coustrusted I Sa any Lae 

Stores.—I found the stores at bridge to be intact under the charge of a native 














Cracks are showing similarly to 







































I consider the piers are being pulled backwards and forwards by th i 
and cont ae of the cables, consider that if propor rockers were provided 
a7 oF 
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they would at once stop this. I do not consider the piers to be too much damaged 
to carry the rockers. I do not consider it necessary to replace them with steel girder 
iors, 

Pitt Referring now to the saguing in centre of bridge. This is extremely dangerous. The 
actual distance of the sigging which I measured (i. @ inches), probably does not signify 
the total distance which the bridge has dropped, Suspension bridges are usually built 
with their girders pulled up about 6 or 8 inches higher in the eentre of bridge than the 
true floor level. ‘This is to allow for any sagging which may occur and to prevent 

















‘any unduo. displacement of the catenary curve formed by the cable, The actual 
sageing which | measured (isc. 8 inches. below road level), would probably denote a 
total sagging of about 14 inches, There is a great danger in the man girders in centre 


of bridge buckling, particularly as they are so frail and light. ‘The expansion and 
contragtion of ‘calles would have no eflet upon this, 
Wind Bracing consider wind-bracing to be absolutely necessary in order to 
event upward liting of the floor, I do not think it is necessary to wind brace the bridge 
laterally. 
Thave carefully considered your consul 
proposals for repairing the bridge, and do no 
‘them out. 








ng engineer's (Mr. Howard Humphrey's) 
k you could do better than to carry 





T consider the bridge to be in afvery dangerous condition, and would advise that 
you repair it as soon as possible, 










Yours faithfully, 


BERNARD SOTHAM. 


Enclosure 


Mr. Humplireys to Persian Transport Company. 





Victoria Mansions, 28, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
Gentlemen, January 12, 1910. 

T HAVE seen Mr, Sotham with regard to this matter, and he has brought two or 
threo fresh facts to my notice, ‘Tho most important being the sagging of the bridge in 
the centro, ‘This is a matter which should be put right, otherwise the lattice side 
girder will bo bound to become more distorted and buck! 3 extra 
@xponditure on this will be quite insignificant, and will add ly to the lite of the 
bridge. 

‘Mr. Sotham has taken careful levels, and he finds that the centre of the 
approximately 8 inches below the ends. As the bridge was originally b 
contre about 6 inches above the horizontal, it follows that it hus dropped 14 inches. 

i Botham dose not consider that tho anoHorages hove moved, and it, therefore 
Jooks as though the bridge has at some time either had a heavy concentrated weight 
upon it or alternately it may have damaged itself by reason of the fact that it 
away. bracin 2 

With regard to the piers, 1 think we cheap way of checking 
any further movement, Wortinately Mr, Sotham’s examination of the foundations has 
Jed him to the conclusion that there have been no settlements, and I therefore think 
that the various proposals which I made in my original report to you on the 30th March, 
1908, will be sullicient to put matters right, 


















































Lam, 


ke, 
H, HOWARD HUMPHREYS. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 337. 
Mr, Sotham to Persian Transport Company. 


Dear Sirs, Oxford, February 17, 1910, 

FOLLOWING upon my previous reports re the Godar Bridge, I send you this 
supplementary letter. 

The real point appears to me to be, “Are the eables strong enou, 
the cannoning about of the bridge in a violent wind 2” 

‘TL consider the cables are amply strong enough to carry a load of 80 tons equally 
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distributed. T consider that the cables have stretched, and will go on stretching to 
their elustic limit if they have the bridge swaying about as it evidently is at the 
present time. If this is so, then the tail ables’ must also have stretched and 
accentuated the damage to the piers. It is, of course, very difficult to prove up to the 
hilt that the cables have stretched, but if one assumes that the erector who put up the 
Dridge had ordinary common sense, and built the deck with a camber (and I eannot 
believe that he did otherwise), it seem’ to me that there can be no doubt at all as to 
the stretehin 

If the t 














ige was built to a proper camber, and if the cables have not stretched, 
then the only other alternative to acconnt for the suzginy is that the anchorages have 
drawn, and if the anchorages had in drawn an amount equal to that required to 
account for present sag, then, in my opinion, the bridge would now be lying at the 
bottom of the gorge 

T cannot advise you otherwise than to carry out the repairs which I have put before 
you. 1 believe that they will preserve the bridge. 





Tam, &. 
BERNARD SOTHAM 





Enclosure 6 in No. 337. 


Esmistare of Cost of Repairs to Godar Bridge. 














fn a 
Jimated cost of material for rocker gear and strengthening of piers 4. 178.10. 9 
mato cost of material for wind bracing of brid a 2 9 

ing of bridge 5118 0 

ae 0 0 0 

ne % 0 0 

42 6 

Packing, freight and ingoranoe to Ahwaz, fe Ca 
Toul. a 4G 





54 krans por 14 equals 
Godar, 1 





th 





ack, 540 rupees at 3h ae ae i ae 
Engineer's salary, three monthaat By pcre psi ae 
Cost of Ahvaz to Godar aud back, of skilled mechanics and 





Tage oy a Tate Pe 500 
quale cea a ee GIAO 


Dagiaxe + 


London, February 1910, 





Enclosure 7 in No, 337. 
Mr. Sotham to Persian Transport Company. 


Dear Sirs, Oxford, January 28, 1910, 
nee: ENCLOSE a detailed estimate of materials required for repairing the Godar 
ridge. 
estimate is for all materials required for wind bracing, bracing of piers, 
correction of sug, and the amount comes to 3471, 114. Gd. This is a good deal 
over the original estimate, but, of course, it includes a great deal of work which 
was not originally contemplated, that is to say, bracing of piers and correction 








of sag. 
“fo tho amount of 8472, we must add 5 per cent. packing charges and, say, 284, for 
temporary tools, bringing the amount up to about 3001 

‘Skilled Labour. —An English erector will be necessary, and such a man ean be 
found fora waze of 141. «-month and camp expenses, 

‘An Indian fitter and smith will be necessary; these would require 150 rupees 
a-month and camp allowance, 
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Lasour Estmats. 





£ 
iector at 14. yor month four monts to include traveling time j-» 88 
tar nd uf at 160 rena cach pr mth thee mont = 900 rupees 
ar ea eevee pa ne = 
‘Three maths cami allowsie to ature three wen at 2. per day, three 
Shee ah Ae ay eo 
Tol) 2s aD 


























1431, at 54 rans to 14, equals ee oe 7a2 

12 labourers for siaty days at 2} ra por days : 11800 

1a fr sty days a 8 ra day ac ma 480 
Cost of sending down water skins, tents, mason, and other sundries frot 

ish fee mules fur & day, ten days 250 

neor's journey trot to Abwaz, and b 1,000 

three months '300 





Ttome not Hotimated for—Engineer's salary, travelling fares of the three skilled 
workmen, and cost of transport of wnaterials London-Ahwaz. 
Total weight of materials is approximately 10 tons, | 
Yours faithfully, 
BERNARD SOTHAM, 





Enclosure 8 in No. 3: 





Memorandum on the AhwasIspahan Toad. 


WE have reported to the Bakhtiari chiefs that the Godar Bridge urgently needs 
costly repairs. ‘The chiefs may desire to raise the necessury funds on the securit 
of the road. We are prepared to find money in this manner if the chiefs will 
to certain measures to benefit the traffic from which the road revenues are 
red. 

Mr, Sotham, in his report dated the 26th January, of which » copy is annexed 
hereto, has drawn attention to the most important of these matters. _In the first place, 
tho trick in several places needs repair. He thinks that a sum of 12,000 krans to 
15,000 krans might suffice to remove the most. serious defects. He points out that if 
in engineer be engayed to repair the bridge, it is very desirable that repairs to the 
track be undertaken at the same time in order that they may be effected under his 
general supervision, The second point to which he draws attention is the lack of 
Caravanserais or other suitable accommodation at certain stations. ‘The lick of 
‘accommodation at these stations exposes men and animals to the full rigour of the 
winter season, and this must certainly have considerable effect in deterring caravans 
from frequenting the road in the winter. We consider it most important that, some 
sort of shelter should be provided at every station. His third important point is the 
exorbitant prices charged for grain and fodder on the road. ‘This is a result of the 
monopoly exercised at certain stations, or, at any rate, is a result of the absence of any 
tlforl te. provide stores of provisions at reasonable rates. The remedy we think is 
to establish magazines for the supply of grain und fodder for charvadars at cost 
price at those stations where there is no competition to keep the prices down to » 
fair level. 

‘The last point to which we should like to draw particular attention is that in 
questions relating to the upkeep of the road, or other matters connected with it, itis 
extremely inconvenient and leads to long delay when we have to make arrangements 
with all the chiefs interested. It is very desirable that the chiefs should 
amongst themselves to appoint fiom time to time one representative with full powers to 
deal with us on such questions. ae 

The pressing demands that we haye to make on the Bakhtiari chiefs may be 
summed up as follows — 


(a) Tho repair of the Godar Bridge, at a cost estimated not to exceed 
6,000 tomans, 
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(&.) Repair of the track, estimated at about 1,500 tomans, 
(c.) Provision of further monies for building caravanserais, 
(a) Arrangements of such a nature that charvadars frequenting the track may be 
able to secure supplies at reasonable prices. 
(c.) An arrangement with the chiefs to appoint one representative to deal with us 
eatalle cise nine Oe cranseeelig tl soa 


We are prepared to find for the chiefs, for these purposes, a loan of 100,000 krans 
at 12 per cent. interest per annum. ‘This loan can be made repayable in fifteen annual 
instalments so that the instalments would be payable concurrently with and terminable 
ut the same time as the remaining instalments of the original loan for construction. 
‘The instalment and interest. due on this new loan at the end of the first year would be 
18,667 krans making a total amortisement in that year for the service of the two loans 
of about 42,000 krans, We observe that the tolls have averaged of late about 
140,000 krans per annum, and in ove year they were so much as 170,000 krans, ‘The 
w loan then would not be any serious burden on the chiefs, and if the track is 
ved and a few additional caravanserais put up we fully believe that the present 
in traffic on the road will be fully maintained and that the chiefs are likely, 
despite the increased charges, to continue to have as good revenues as formerly, perhaps 
even better revenues than before, 
Our agreement with the chiefs for this loan would further provide :— 


(a.) The proceeds of the loan would be devoted by us in the first: place to repairs 
to the Godar Bridge not exceeding 6,000 tomans ; in the second place to repairs to the 
track not exceeding 1,500 tomana and, thidly, the balanoo would bo dovoted by ws to 
the erection of caravansorais or enclosures at places where adequate shelter does not 
already exist for caravans, 

Tt would be distinctly understood that particulars of all this expenditure would be 
submitted for the approval of the chiefs, and would be under their supervision if 
desired. 

(b) Tho tll, insted of being farmed out, should bo collected by us for acnount of 
the chiefs; the toll collectors being our employees, ‘The chiefs can of course also have 
‘a man to keep check for them if they desire, and in any ease would supply one or more 
guards as necessary to enforee payment of the tolls due, ‘The toll collectors and guards 
STOR pais ou se rbuea collet 






































(c.) The net revenues collected on account of the chiefs would be appropriated as 
follows :— 
1, To payment of the instalments and interest on the two loans, 


2. To provide a sum of 10,000 krans for absolutely essential repairs, 
3. To pay any balance not exceeding 100,000 krans to the chiefs, 

4, In any year in which 100,000 krans have been paid to the chiefs, as por No. 8, 
then any furthér balance up to 10,000 krans is to be set aside for repairs and improve: 
ment of the track, 

5. Tnany year when there is a balanes beyond 10,000 krans, as per No, 4, then 
such balance, after deduction of 5 per cent, commission to ns on the revenues collected 
for the year, shall be paid to the chiefs, 











N.B.—It would be distinctly understood that the sums allotted in Nos, 2 and 4 for 
repairs and improvements would bo only expended with the consent of the chiefs, and 
if in excess of the amount required for such purpose, the difference would be paid over 
to the chiefs as revenue. 








(2) it a deliite rent fort earavansomt (nslading ample wempinggrotnd) at 

each station shall now be fixed, and that no lessee shall be required to piy more than 

such rent, whether in the form of rent or premium, but, shall be required to sell forage 
es to be agreed from time to time between the chiefs and ourselves, 








(e. 
with our agents in all matters connected with the current affairs of the road. 





‘That the chiefs should appoint one representative, with full powers, to deal 


London, March 8, 1910. 
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Enclosure 9 in No. 337. 
Report by Mr. Sotham on the Baktiari Road. 


General Conditions of Track—From Ispahan to Shallamsar the track is in very 
air mito Tt ia washed away in places, and obviously no attempt has been made 
to keop it in order. Descending from the mountains to Anis? (a descent of about 
#060 feet) the trek is bad and very dificult to negotiate. ‘The first mile and a-ha) is 
Ghewenst portion, Lnoted that a sort of flood stream had made its course right down 
Cae tho track. It has made large holes in the road and filled it with boulders 
tne corrfaa This fault could easily be corrected. From Ardal to Toploon the track 
na als about another 9,000 fect to river, but such as it is it is good, but terribly steep 
cesrelifeale to negotiate. Onwards to Sarkum the road badly needs clearing ol, reluse 
ag Doullers, whch block up the track in many places. From the bridge ut Aunarat 
aoe pone aeponds, very steoply to a height of about 5,000 feet, The track is very 
narrow, very steep, and fall of Yoose material, It is almost impossible for two caravans 
qo raat if they do mest, confusion and fighting takes place. I consider the track here 
should bo widened about 2 feet throughout 

Kren Hote onwards to Malimeer and Ahwaz the track is in fair condition, though 

tho whole distance shnuld be cleared of loose boulders, Wherever the track became 
norrow soe, tant aificult to negotiate, I found it always full of louse boulders and 
refuse. 
Yiaravanseraie—The earavanserais at Doploon, Sarkum, Shebleigh, and Deh Diz 
were ania “Caravans. were encamping somewhere in the neighbourhood of the 
wore amoraia, in order. to be able to purchase fodder for their animals from a man who 
lope a amall corner. in these caravansorais, more or less in repair, for storing his 
iain, &o. Ido not think caravanseras are necessary, for at many stations there were 
Bi Gx 760 animals encamped for the night, no caravanserais could hold such « number 
ooo ctnvaly. I think some sort. of lange shed should be provided in which charvadars’ 
rors could be placed for the night during bad weather. ‘Their animals could always 

Fors keted outside, I also noted that the men in these caravanserais charged 
exorbitant prices for grain and fodder, 30 chais a man the usual figure, 
Berean Biro obliged to. pay whatever is asked. ‘The Bakhtiaris appeared to me to 
CHa facilities to induce churvadars to use the road. I stayed with soveral of the 
Lhans en rowle, and I received a very courteous wel They became very 
ve tnusigatio when I mentioned Mr, Lynch’s name, and did everything possible for 


my comfort, 
BERNARD SOTHAM. 
Oxford, January 26, 1910. 



























(8647) No. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Marel 12.) 





(No, 102.) 
vlogeaphie.) B. ‘Tehran March 12, 1910. 
ITH regard to telegram No. 87 from Sir A. Nicolson, His Majesty's consul at 





“Among, certain classes of the popalation the agitation against the presence of 
Russian troops has recurred, and the Russian consul is afraid of incidents occurring: 
Tym opinion his fears are not altogether devoid of foundation, and if a portion of the 
Govcrntont troops at present here could remain, it would be well. ‘The Governor- 
General could then control the situation, as, I believe, the malcontents would not then 
dare to act openly. 

i Morecver, the Governor-General has informed me that he now has hopes that 
Sattar Khan and Bagher Khan will both leave shortly for the eapital.”” 








‘The Minister of Interior says that the Governor-General disposes of sufficient 
troops and expects no troubles to occur. He also adds that the two above-mentioned 
khans are coming to Tehran. 
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[8648] No. 339. 


(No. 103) Sir @ Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 12.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran March 12, 1910. 
REFERRING to my last year’s telegram No. 741 and to the despatch from 
Bushire to the Government of India numbered 195 and dated the 16th January, T beg 
eave to sanction, for the purpose of the investigations which Lieutenant Wilson 
proposes to carry out on the Shaur river, retention of four sowars. 
“The Government of India are, I understand, recommending that 
retained at Mohammerah as consulate escort. sine thal eee ee 











[8653] No. 340, 


a) Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —(Reecived March 12.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petorsburgh, Me 

igh, Mareh 12, 1910. 
‘YOUR tologram No. 118 of tho Sth March: Tnternational syndicate's pro 
eset Samuel for lan t Porson Gamage a ae 
Las informed ast night by MM. Isvolsky that your views were shared both 
hitman by the Ministrof Finance. His xoallancy aid thay the rina Mil 
at Tehran had been instructed to join with his British colleague in warnii i 
Ae aac etpeeisltayei Glee aitnOMTS rm = it 




















(8731] No, 341. 


a4, Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recotved March 12.) 
telegraphic) P. St. Petorab 
Atit ‘be of Germany towards Porsiim atairs, SEA 
‘A communication has been malo to M. Isvolsky by tho German Ambassador with 
that the Persian Government should engage Fronch assistants, 
ition was to the effect that Germany 






country. 
The dispatch by the Deutsche Bank of an expert agent to ‘Teh 
eee eee rie snd rabriar tac aa ecantaion elie 
Bagdad-Khanikin | ae would form part of the expert's duties, Reference was made 
by Count do Pouralis to the dvoussion ee to the Bogda Hslway whol had taken 
place on a former occasion between the Govern: i 
Asoussion whieh Rossi herolf lad interrupted. pee ces aaneara oe 
The communication gonerally seems to. aim at stating Germany's clai 
ticipata jo all matters connooted with Parsi in which no exclusive eiica meni 
are held by, Great Britain and Russia, and M. Isyolsky thinks moreover that it is 
intended to intimate that the Anglo-Itussian convention is not recognised by Germany. 
Tt seems significant that the Bagdad Railway should have been mixed up with the 
question. 
‘written communication was left with M, Isvols! i 
Count de Pourtais will send one later on, RC wily ohne 
pointed out to M. Isvolsky the similarity of the line which Ge 
taking to that which she had adopted with Franc ious cotatonc Te coneaten 
eg UIE UD Ee connection 
“shoei day or tro to sco 
with his Excellency on this matter. 

















Iavolsky again, and to have further conversation 
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[8665] No, 342. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 12.) 

(No. 91) 
(Wolographic.) P. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Thave just received a memorandum in writing from the Russian Government on 
the subject of the international syndicate and the Persian advance. ‘The memorandum 
observes inter alia that the Russian Government is unable to permit the sources of 
rovenue which are situated in the northern zone of Persia coming under any other 
control than her own, and further, that the warning to be given by the Russian 
Ministor in ‘Tohran sliould be based chiefly upon article 14 of the loan contract. of 
1900, whereby tho Persian Government is bound to come to a previous understanding 
with Russia before taking any steps as regards a foreign loan. With the exception of 
the above inentioned points the views of the Russian Government are identic with 
those of His Majesty's Government. Personally Thad hoped that the question of veto 
sould not have been used for the moment. 


‘St Petersburgh, March 12, 1910. 





















(8653) No. 343, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 

(No, 522) 
(elegpaphic.) _ P. Foreign Offiee, March 12, 1910. 

NIERNATIONAL Syndicate, _ Proposed loan to Persia. 

‘A warning in sense indicated in my telegram No, 118 of the 8th March to 
St, Petersburgh (penultimate paragraph) should be addressed to Persian Government, 
You may join M. Poklowski in doing 80. 

Relorencn is to Sit A, Nicolson's telegram No, 89 of the 12th March, 

















(8318) No 344. 


Foreign Ofice to Board of Trade. 
(Confident) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 12, 1910. 
TAM direoted by Si «dward Grey to enquire confidentially whether the 
Board of Trade as to the composition and financial standing of a 
company known as al Oriental Syndicate (Limited),” trading at 
15, Angel Court, Throgmorton Street, .0,, and as to, the financial position of two 
igentlomon named J. Woolf (a second Heutenant in the City of London Yeomanry) and 
Osborne, who have lately visited Tehran ostensibly for purposes of sport, but really on 
business connected with the syndicate, y 
f Grey would be glad to learn, amongst other particulars, whether the 
ayndicato is registored in this country as a British enterprise. 
am oad that/Ar Woolf loft for England 6a the Sth ultimo, leaving bebind 
























him Mr. Osborne, who appears to be still at ‘Tehran, 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(8318) No. 


Foreign Office to Director of Military Operations, 
(Confidential.) 
THE Under: 






, i ary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compliments to the 
Director of Military Operations, and is directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
enquire, with reference to tho letter of the 16ih ‘ultimo from this office to Sir G. 
Barclay's telogram No, 98 of the ‘Ith instant and to previous correspondence, whether 
anything is known respecting Second Lieutenant J. Woolf, of the City of London 
Yeomanry, who has lately visited Vehran, It is reported that Lieutenant Woolf is 
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‘connected with a company known as the Tnternational Oriental Syndicate (Limited), 
and that his visit to Persia was made with reference to an endeavour on the part of 
this syndicate to obtain the option of making a loan to the Persian Governmont. 


Foreign Office, March 12, 1910. 









(7687) No. 346. 
Foreign Ofice to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 12, 1910, 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lotter of the 4th instant relative to the desire of your company to placo a launch’ and 
barges on the Upper Karun for the transport of material for use in connection with 
the exploitation of their oil-fields. 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that on the 7th instant Sir E. Grey addressed a 
telegram to His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, setting forth shortly the arguments 
advanced in your letter, and authorising him to urge them on the Persian Government 
if he thinks it useful to do so. 

1G, Barclay answered on the 9th instant that he had been pressing hard for 
permission for your company to place one launch on the Upper Karun to tow barges, 
And had assured the Persian Government, on the authority of the company’s local 
agents, that at least for the present only Moin-ut-T'ujjar's barges will bo used. 

‘Commenting on the expression “additional boats” (in the plural) used at. tho 
beginning of the fourth paragraph of your letter under reply, Sir G. Barclay states 
that ho is loth at this stage to increase liis demand, and trusts that the company will 
content themselves for the present with what their local agents have mentioned as thoir 
requirements, 

Tam to express the hope that the company may seo their way to. give effect. to 
Sir G, Barclays wishes in thia matter, which are endorsed by Sir. Grey. 

‘am, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 
































(8653) 
Foreign Ofice to Messrs. M, Samuel and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 12, 1910. 

WITH reference to the communication made by you at this Office on the 8th instant 
relative to the offer made to your firm hy the International Oriental Syndicate (Limited) 
Tf the option of making a loan to the Persian Government on certain security, Lam 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that His Majesty's and tho 
Russian Ministers at ‘Tehran have received instructions to warn the Persian Govern 
‘ment that so long as tho question of a joint advance by the two Governments is under 
consideration, and 50 long as the Persian Government are in arrears in their payments 
to His Majesty's and the Russian Governments and to the Imperial Bank of Persia and 
the Russian bank, they eannot agree to the hypothecation of sources of public revenue 
to any other advances. 











Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 
(8661) No. 348. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sin Edward Grey —(Received March 13.) 
(Wo. 104.) 
(Telegraphic) PB. Tehran, March 13, 1910. 





WITH reference to your telegram No. 50 of the 11th March, Ihave the honour to 
report that I have preseated a noto to the Persian Government, supporting the demand 
of my Russian colleague, requesting that Sattar Khan and Bagher Khan should be 
expelled from abreez, and that their adherents should be disarmed. 











(a704] 310 
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[8662] No, 349. 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 13.) 
Geen 2) Tehran, March 13, 1910. 


WITH regard to your telegram No. 50 of the 11th March, I have received reports 
from His Majesty's consul at Tabreez, asserting that no rumour of the intended attack 
on the Russian bank in that town has reached him, and to the best of his knowledge 
no collision between Russian troops and the followers of Sattar and Bagher Khans is 
expected. Quict prevails in the town, and, owing to the necessary measures having 
deen taken by the Governor-General, the popular agitation against the presence of 
Russian troops has seemingly subsided. Ree katt oe; 

His Majesty's consul, nevertheless, while expressing his belief that the situation 
has been greatly exaggerated, emphasises the fact that Sattar and Bagher Khans should 
‘he removed from the town, for while this is still unaccomplished it cannot be expected 
that peace and order will prevail. 

















(8663) No. 350. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reecived March 13.) 
(No. 106.) 


‘Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 13, 1910. 
(Oe TTRHL reference to my telegram No. 105 of to-day, M. Poklewaki informs me that 
tho detachment destined for the reinforcement of the Russian troops in Tabreez has 
loft Tiflis, and that the Caucasus authorities report that it must go direct to Tabreez, 
as it cannot remain at Julfa, . 3 i 
In roply to this the Russian Government has insisted that, without further instrac- 
tions, the detachment must not cross the frontier. . 
‘Thave informed my colleague that the reports from His Majesty's consul at Tabreoz 
wore reassuring ; that there was now no agitation against the Russian troops ; and that 
quiet reigned in the town, 











(8664) No. 351. 


Sir @, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 13.) 
(No, 107.) 
(Welegeaphie,) P. Teliran, March 13, 1910. 

IN iy telegram No. 106 of to-ay’s date T mentioned the dispatch from Tiflis of 
a reinforcing detachment for ‘Tabreez, and also that His Majesty's consul there reported 
that quiet provailed, A later telegr Mr. Shipley now states, with reference to 
this reinforcement, that it eannot fail to produce the worst impression possible on the 
Population ofthat toms, and to increase their suspicions of the objects they ascribe to 
Russi : 

Any attempt, he adds, to disarm the adherents of Sattar and Bagher whilst these 
to hans remain in che town will in all probability be the cause of a serious dis- 
turbance, 

Tam informing M. Poklewski of the senso of Mr. Shipley's telegram, and am urging 
him not to insist on the disarmament of the fedai at least until the Persian Goverament 
have failed to induce Sattar and Bagher Khans to leave in peace. 























No. 352, i 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Receiced March 13.) 


(8745) 


(No, 92.) 
(elegraphic) P. 
MY telegram No. 90 of the 11th March. 
Attitude of Germany towards Persian affairs. 
‘The German communication has now been sent in in writing, and this afternoon 
it was read to me by M, Isvolsky, It is stiff and reproachful in tone, and takes credit 
for the reserve which Germany ‘has observed up to now with regard to Persian affairs, 


St, Petersburgh, March 13, 1910. 
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Zt intimates that Russia, in her wish to introduce French officials into an important 
department of the administration ‘of Persia, is not reciprocating the attitude. of 
Germany. It goes on to say that, as Germany had taken no part in the Anglo-Russian 
agreement, her hands were therefore free. ‘The statement contained in my telegram 
No. 90—that the rights and privileges of Russia and Great Britain would not bo 
touched by Germany's freedom of action—was erroneous, ‘The memorandum alludes 
generally to the special interests of Russia and Great Britain in Persia, but, so far as T 
can recollect from hearing it read to-day, it contains nothing so satisfactory as the 
assurance indicated above, It declares that Russia was responsible for breaking off 
the previous negotiations on the Bagdad Railway question in insisting that. the 
conversation should be d quatre, when Germany had declared that such a condition was 
inadmissible. 

Count Benckendorff will doubtless be enabled to give you a fuller account of the 
contents of the document. It was only read to me once, and T am therefore unwilling, 
to attempt to give a sunmary of it, But from the reading to-day it was made even 
more clear to me than yesterday how similar the line adopted by Germany in the 
present case is to that which she followed with France in the matter of the Anglo- 
French Convention regarding Morocco. 

Germany's action is regarded very seriously by M, Tavolsky, who thinks it very 

that the Deutsche Bank's agent may offer an advance to Persia, or obtain a 

n for a railway from Khanikin into Persian territory. Persia's engagement 
that no railway shall be constructed in Persia without Russian consent expires in four 
weeks from row, at the end of the Russian March, M, Isvolsky, points ont that a 

retext for German interference has been afforded hy the question of the seven 
Frouch assistants, and he now regrets that that question was ever raised. 

He would like to know whether a similar step has been taken in London by the 
German Government, I said. that the probable object of Germany was to make 
Gifliculties between Russia and Great Britain, both as to Persia and as to the Bagdad 
Railway, and it was therefore quite poseible that no action had been taken in London, 
Germany was playing over again her old game of 1905. observed that tho position 
seemed to me an untenable one—that a third Power should wish to hamper the othor 
two, who, in their efforts to set the Persian Government on its legs, were bearing the 
brunt of the difficulties, while she herself during all this troublous time had borne no 
share of the grave responsibilities. and had no interests worth speaking of in Persia, 
M. Isvolsky said that no concessions of any kind must be given to Germany, and that 
pressure must be exercised at Tehran to that end, I replied that I feared that if 
Germany made any offers, the Medjliss would only be too ready to accept them, Such 
offers would certainly be of a very. tempting nature, and very few guarantees, if any, 
would be asked. ur proposals with regard to a joint advance were not meeting with 
an encouraging reception from the Persians, 





























































[8523] No. 353. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay, 
(No. 53.) 
(Telegraphic. Foreign Osfice, March 13, 1910. 


1x 
San of Mohammerah and Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh. 
With reference to your telegram No. 101 of the 11th March, I think His 
‘Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah had better be told to warn the sheikh not to intrigue 
against the Bakhtiari with the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh, 





(8670) No, 354. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 14.) 





> Tehran, February 16, 1910, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have just 
received from His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabrecs, recording reports that 
haye been current as to the proposed immigration of Hamidich Kurds into the neigh- 
ourhood of Maku. 
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Tam sending a copy of Mr. Smart's despatch to His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople. 
Thave, &. 

. BARCLAY. 








EES 





Enclosure 1 in No. 
Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Lowther. 


ie a) Tabrece, February 2, 1910. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 9 of to-day’s date, I have the honour to 
enclose lierewith eopy of letter from the lady in charge of the German orphanage at 
Kol to one of the American missionaries at Tabreez. i 

‘The director of customs at Tabreez showed me reports from his subordinate at 
Khoi on the same subject, which were of ss alarmist character. M. Hunnin wrote 
that several Hamidieh chiefs from Abagha, dissatisfied with the severity of the Young 
‘Purk Govermnent, had come to Maku with sixty horsemen to arrange with I kbal-es- 
Sultaneh for the settlement of their tribesmen in. Maku. According to M. Hunnin, the 
chiefs had returned to Turkey, with the exception of one who remained with a few 
. M. Hunnin ma > mention of the settlement of 1,000 Hamidiehs in 
nob, nor of the possibility of a Hamidich immigration on a large scale. 
My turkish colleagie, who, as usual, was very evasive, pretended to have litte 
‘on on the subject., He said that the Turkish Government was contemplating, 
ral disarmament of the Kurds, and was actually disarming some of the more 
unruly tribes—possibly th » Hamidiehs of Abagh: d been affected by these measures. 
Ho was under the impression that the Turkish Government had ther confiscated the 
lands of the chiefs, who had gone to Maku, or had given th a fixed time to return 
andor pain of confiscation of their property. He fected to think that the ma 
of eral pportance to the Turkish Government. With regard to the g 
mont of the Turkish Kurds, he did not believe that this would cause complications, 
Ieauso the ‘Turkish troops posted along the frontier could prevent the tribesmen 
from crossing into Per: However, he did not think that the Turkish Government 
had yet come decision on the general qnestion of the disarmament. 

“he Governor-General read me a letter and telegram from Ikbal-es-Sultaneh to the 
effect that several Tl hundyed horsenien, had 
come to Maku to negot the settlement of their tribesmen in Maku. ‘The 
khan was evidently anxit receive them, and he hinted that, with their help, the 
Persian Government could recover several places on Persian soil wrongfully seized by 
the Turks, ‘The Goyernor- ral replied that neither the Hau ieh ims 
any agg) » measures against the ‘Turks lowed. 
should state their vances against the Turl ment, and th 
Office, if advisable, would try and bring about a recouvciliation. Mukhber-es- 
Sultaneh said. 1 himself telegraphed direct to the Porte 
in favour of his guests, rl pointed out to him the impropriety of 
this wtep. : cee 
Russian colleague seems to think that the ‘Turks have arranged this visit of 
tho Hamidieh chiefs, and that they are intriguing to get a foothold in Maku. The 
Khan of Maku, who, in view of his past record, distrusts. the intentions of the ‘Consti- 
tutional Government towards himself, no doubt hopes to strengthen his semi-inde- 
pendent position by the immigration of the Hamidiehs, and thus to secure himself 
Agninst any attack from the Persian Government. i ; 
ch No. Lof the 3rd ultimo I stated that the Khan of Maku is more 
or less under It protection, According to Mr. Miller and the Governor- jeneral 
this is incorrect. The Russians intervened to help when his relative took refuge 
in the Russian vice-consulate at Ba al last summer, as reported in my telegram 
No. 176 of the 7th August is not under thei Maku, from its 
situation, is of capital strategi we to the Russ > naturally view with 
alarm any: prospect of Turkish influence predominating there. 

‘The general disarmament of the Kurd: Turkey would probably 
migration into Persia. ‘There seems to be a disposition among, Persians to regard 
this as a not altogether unmixed evil. They hope that the on of the Turkish 
Government will so alienate the Kurds that the rebellious Persian Kurds, who always 
oly on Turkish support, will submit to the Persian Government. They also hope that 
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the accession of strength to Persia by this immigration will induce the Turks to adopt 
a more reasonable attitude on the frontier question. ‘This view is yery shortsighted, 
for such a large increase in the number of Kurds in Persia will inevitably result in a 
corresponding increase in the insecurity of Persian Kurdistan. ‘The Persian Govern- 
ment would of course be unable to cope with the situation caused by such an immigrac 
tion, Mukhber-es-Sultaneh seems to think that the Turkish Kurds could not. come in 
large numbers because the Persian Kurds, from motives of self-interest, would turn 
them back. However that may be, it seems desirable that the Turkish Government 
should exercise caution in disarming the Kurds, Of course the disarmament, if 
decided upon, ought to be carried out on both sides of the frontier at the same 
time, but it will bo a long time before the Persian Goverament can undertake such 
a task, 





T have, &e. 
W. A. SMART. 





Enclosure 2 in No, 354. 
Fraulein Harnack to Dr, Wilson. 


Dear Dr. Wilson, 

ALLOW mo to give you the following information :— 

Some weeks ago I heard already that Hamidich Kurds from tho district of Abagha 
in Turkey wished to settle in Maku. ‘The ‘Turkish Government. wants to take their 
arms, and they are not willing to obey this order. Knowing nothing about the number 
of those rebels and the particulars, Idid not consider this alfair as important as it was 
perhaps already at that time, From Armenians who had worked in Maku and 
Foturied from there about-a week ogo [ got the following information, ‘The chiof of 
the Hamidichs is Hussein Pasha, an enormously rich man, Last fall ho sent about. 
1,000 Kurds to Maku to ask land from the Sardar (Ikbal-es-Sultaneh). ‘The latter gave 
them the district of Gareni,* and corn for sowing, but_on condition that he had 
to ask permission for their settlement from ‘Tabrec. ‘That Armonian from whom 
I got my information told me that it was the question of 17,000 houses (families), 
that means about 70,000 souls, but Mr. Hunnin, the director of the custom-houso, 
knew even of $0,000 men well armed with Mauser guns (I am of courso not 
responsible for those figures). I do not think it probable that tho Porsian Govern- 
ment would consent to the settlement of still more robbers, that would mean the ruin 
of the whole province of Adhorbeedschan (Azerbaijan). But they sem to be welcome 
totho Sardar, ‘The Turkish Government’ does not allow the families to leave tho 
country, but, ifat last they would not perhaps as willingly get rid of those robbers as 
thoy would ‘miss them unwillingly as payers of taxes, that Iam unable to know.t 
For the Russians it is rather the same if they have these dangorous people as 
neighbours on their Turkish or on their Persian frontier; some more troublesome 
peoplo in Persia who would give them tho right to interfere would, perhaps, not be 
unwelcome totem. Incase that the Persian Government would not give their consent 
to the settlement of the Hamidiehs, there remains the danger that the Sardar would 
find excuses to keep them, and the Persian Government would not bo strong enough 
to drive them away by force, Tho Sardar himself has the greatest reason to keop them, 
ta they woud strengthen i, own powercenormously, tein only Turkey/ aud ‘uga 
who could force him to send away these dangerous guests. 

‘This report was principally meant for your American and the English consul, 
‘The Belgian director of the customshouse in Tabreoz also knows about it. A copy of 
my report to our Ambassador in'Tehran I sent to our consular agency in'Tabreon. If I 
am mistaken in taking this affair too seriously so much the better. In any caso I 
thought it my duty to inform as many important people as possible, 

Yours sincerely, 
A. HARNACK, 
German Orphanage, 


Khoi, January 23, 1910, 
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No, 355. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received March 14.) 


ir, Tehran, February 16, 1910. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 193, Confidential, of the 18th October last, 
Thave the honour to transmit herewith copy of an interesting despatch which T bave 
received from His Majesty's acting consul-general on the subject of German activity in 
the province of Azerbaijan. ; 3 
T hve handed to my Russian colleague, privately and very confidentially, for his 
personal information, an expurguted copy of Mr. Smart's Te ie 
G, BARCLAY. 


——$—— 


‘Enclosure 1 in No. 355. 


Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 9.) 


ir, Tabreez, February 2, 1910. 
” WITH roference to my despatch No. 31 of the 8rd October last, I have the honour 
to enclose herewith copies of correspondence with the Board of Trade regarding the 
firm of Mossi and Schiinemnann, I did not forward the correspondence sooner because 
Twas under the impression that copies had been sent to you direct by the Board of 
True, have now reuon to auppine that auch was nok the case, and T hasten to 
supply the omission, I venture to think that the last paragraph of Count de Salis’ 
Tettur, taken in conjunction with the interesting passage in the German Foreign Office 
Estimates regarding the resuscitation of the German consulate at’ Trebizonde, “an 
for trade with Eastern Turkey and Northera Persia,” justifies the 

ning German designs on Azerba 

Austro-O) 

iznment_ of locks 
these articles, the 


Porsian Government, for importation of arms. 

Mr. Grinberg alko informs me that he recei 
fiw aking im for his opinion regarting, Mr ' 
the Perso-Gorman company was able to build small boats for the Urini Ta 
worked by motor machinery supplied by the Berlin firm. 

‘On another occasion Mr. Grinberg told me that some Persian merchants brought 
him a draft contract, in German, for the importation of paper mill machinery. ‘The 
style of this document was, according to Mr, Grinberg, the regular ‘*corporalstyl” 


is name mentioned as my informant, 
nt von Cammer came to ‘Tabreez with 
He says he has retired 
of ill-health, and that he came to ‘Tabreez, because 
‘the doctors recommended him to live at high altitudes. He applied to the Govern 
General and Sattar Klan for an appointment to train the nationalist army, but his 
application was emphatically rejected. He seems to be a needy adventurer. 

Huse, the German non: oned officer with the Govern ery at Abar, 
has ordered, through Mr. Schiinemann, 2400 marks’ worth of ammunition for the 
Maxim guns from the Deutsche Watlenfabrik, at Berlin, [have reason to believe that 
Huse is in telegraphic communication with his legation from Ahar, ? 

The machines in Agha Rahim's Cotton Spinning Factory are now being put up, 
‘but progress seems to bo very slow. Agha Rahim has made a contract with his German 
employes, by which they are to supply him with a fixed amount of cotton thread in 
roturn fora fixed amount of raw cotton to be furnished by him; they aro responsible 
for the proper working of the machinery. ‘The contract is for six months from the date 
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on which the factory begins work, As most of the cotton thread imported into 
Azerbaijan comes from Manchester, Agha Rabim’s enterprise is not, without special 
interest for us. Messrs. Sassoun, who import most of the cotton thread here vid 
Bagdad and Hamadan, have authorised their agents at Bagdad to lower the prices 
15 per cent. if Agha Rahim’s products begin to compete with their cotton imports. 

‘The machinery of the Perso-German Company's factory is still at Batoum, the 
money fur the customs dues not yet being forthcoming. From conversations with the 
German engineers, I gather that it is proposed to use this factory as a sort of school for 
fecating the benighted Persians in the arte of modern industry, ‘They told me that, 
‘owing to the primitive conditions of the people, the demand for foreign goods was much 
restricted. They hope to create needs by their educative process and then toact as 
purveyors to these needs. ‘They evidently had grandiose ideas as to the scope of their 
undertakings. 

In my despatch No. $1 of the 3rd October last I nade a mistake regarding the 
relations between the Alleman Company and this fictory. ‘This factory belongs to a 
Perso-German combination, in which the Alleman Company is a partner. ‘The Alleman 
Company has, besides, its own business, which is that of importers,commission agents, &c. 
No Persiaus ure associated in the Alleman Company. 

‘My Russian colleague believes, or affects to believe, that the Governor-General hns 
encouraged the Germaiis to come here, and it must be confessed that he can make out 
a good case for his belief, Mukhber-es-Saltaneh, Sani-ed-Dowleh, and others hold the 
monopoly of eotton-thread spinning in all Persia, ‘This syndicate made over its rights, 
as far a8 Azerbaijan is concerned, to Agha Rahim, who brought in the Germans, 
Mukhber-es-Saltaneh declares that the Azerbaijan members in the first Medjliss forced, 
Bani-ed-Dowleh to agroo to this transfor, Mukhber-ov-Saltaneh naserta that he was nob 
in Tehran at the time, and did not even sign the contract between the syndicate and 
Agha Rabim, 

ie Governor-General always talks very sensibly about the folly, from the Persian 
Point of view, of enoounging the Germans and has given me repeated assurances that 
ie will bo noiparty tavauebraspoliey, Te ie ponsibla, bowovens tat the: mere presi 
of a governor, known to have pro-German sympathies, may encourge Germans. to 
come’ here without any other induooment. I eur that M, Miller hus some justification 
in saying that we would object in the south to a governor with such pro-Geruan 
sympathies, 

‘However, it would be foolish to accuse the Governor-General of having created 
tho opporcunity for the Germans. ‘That opportunity is a perfectly natural and very 
favourable one, Most European business men here seem to be of the opinion that 
Schiinemann and his gan are not to be taken seriously, Persians seem to shure thi 
opinion, ‘The fact x however, that the Russians are only depending on the 
incapacity If tho Germans wers to send out a few sound. tridete 
with capital bel xy would almost eurtainly succeed. Mukhber-es-Saltanch 
told me frankly that he did not believe the Russians could keep the Germans out, Ho 
said that the only way to remove the danger was for the English to step into the 
breach, which tie Russians were unable to defend, and to fight the Germans with their 
‘own weapons. 

Azerbaijan, the mnost advanced, populous, and prosperous province of Persia, must 
sooner or liter be developed. ‘The Russians for years have been supreme in the 
provinoe and have done nothing to develop its resources seriously, I see no reason to 

jope that they will do anything in the near future. ‘There are not even any European 
Russian merchants here, but only Caucasians and Armenians, who are Russian subjects. 
MM. Miller says that it is impossible to get European Russians, who make lange profits in 
their own undeveloped country, to come to Persia, where profits are smaller. Under 
such circumstances, it would be surprising if the Germans, ever hungry for new 
openings and content with small gatns, did not seize the opportunity oflered 

loresver, the Germans know that their task will be much facilitated by the enforced 
inactivity of the English, their most dangerous rivals, and the Persian aversion to the 
Russians in Azerbajjan—an aversion which, I fear, is gradually developing into a 
popular hatred, deep and enduring. 

M, Miller seems to treat lightly the German danger, and I suspect that he is 
intriguing against the Germans now here. But this is « poor way of coping with the 
situation, ‘The only way to keep the Germaus ont of Azerbaijin is for some other 
nation to undertake the industrial development of the province and beat them by fiir 
‘open competition. [doubt whether anyone cognisant of the colossal business ineapacit 
of the Kussians in Persia can be very singuine of their succeeding in such a task, ‘The 
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only hope seems to be that Schiinemann and Co. will eollapse and discredit German 
es for some time to come. 
feanvhile, pending still further increases, the German colony is already larger 
than the English colony in Tubreez. 
Thavé, &e. 
W. A. SMART. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 365, 
Board of Trade to Acting Consul-General Smart. 


Sir, Board of Trade, October 19, 1909. 
OBSERVING a notice in the “Times” for the 6th August, to the effect that 
“the German Levant Line and the Compagnie Allemande Mossig et Schiinemann of 
Berlin and Tabreez had established in conjunction a through service to North Persia,” 
T requested the Foreign Office to cause enquiry to be made into the correctness of the 
report, through His Majesty's Embassy at Berlin; and I now have the pleasure of 
enclosing, for vour information, a copy of the despatch which I have received through 
1 Office, from His Majesty's representative at Berlin, in reply to my enquiry. 
Sk ature te Coane de Baits dampatoh,Wehould be ual obliged ition would 
kindly inform me whether the Compagnie Allemande Mossig and Schunemann grant 
through bills of lading 40 Germany, from Tabrees itself; or whether the through rate 
to Germany begins at the Black Sea port. 
‘Thanking you in anticipation, &e. 
THOS. WORTHINGTON. 


Enclosure in No. 355, 
Sir B, Goschen to Board of Trade, 


, 3 Berlin, September 27, 1909. 
ON receipt of your despatch of the 27th ultimo, lative to the alleged 
establishment of a nan shipping service to North Persia, 1 asked 
Mr, Pro-consul Steffen to try and obi information on the subject, Mr, Steffen 
addressed himself direct to. the Compagnie Allemande Mossig and  Schiinemann 
(0 and 10 Mittelstrass, Bertin, N-W:), but found shen reticent and unviling to 
finish any information, He learnt, however, that the German Lovant Line of 
Hamburg, which is practically dependent upon the Hamburg-Ame 
éntored into contract with Mossig, Schiinemann, and Company to run a through service 
from Hamburg to North Persia. For the present the service is to be a moutliy one, 
Inut later the sailings are to take place every three weeks, No information was 
ning as to how the line would run, or by whom it would be financed. 
‘Further enquities were then made of the Hamburg-American line through the 
medium of Mr, 8, Bleichroeder, which elicited the information that there was no foundation 
in the press respecting the establishment of a new line of steamers, 
¢ German Levant line hid made arrangement for the issue of “through ” bills of 
Jading for goods going to or from Persia vid the Black Sea ports, similar to. the 
arrangoment in existance for the Mediterranean-Levant line of the North German 
Lloyd, It was generally expected that the political changes in Persia would bring with 
thea a fovival 6 trade, and ¢he above-mentioned arrangements wots iuads’ by the 
German Levant line in order to participate in the prospective trade, ‘The Compagnie 
Allemaude Mossig and Schtinemann, of Berlin, has branches in Tabreez and various 
other Persian towns, and has been entrusted with the agency for the through traflic of 
the German Levant ‘There was, however, no question of the formation of a new: 
company to deal with the through goods trafic, 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 355. 
Acting Consul-General Smart to Board of Trade. 


Sir, Tabreez, November 24, 1909. 
IN reply to your letter of the 19th ultimo, I have the honour to inform you that 
the Compagnie Allemande's business letters, specimen of which T enclose,® bear the 
legend “Through Bills of Lading to and from the North Persian towns,” but from 
enquiries I have made it appears that they cannot accept goods here for transport to 
Russia, but only from the Black Sea port. ‘he Russian * Rosiski” Company practically 
has the monopaly of the transport from ‘Tabreez to Russia, and Messrs. Schiinemann and 
Mossig, as far as I know, have no arrangements at the necessary places to enable them to 
undertake themselves the transport of goods from Tabreez to the Black Sea ports, 
T notice that Count de Salis says in his letter that the company ‘‘has branches in 
‘Tabreez «nd various other Persian towns.” As far as I know, the company has no 
branches anywhere in Persia, except at Tabreez, Mr. Schlinemann is rather inclined 
to exaggerate the seope of his undertakings, and his assertions must be taken with a 
in of salt. 
Ee Thave, &e. 


‘W. A. SMART. 





(8672) No. 356. 


e Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received March 14.) 
No. 22.) 
ir, Tehran, February 18, 1910, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith eopy of the joint communication which 
say Ristnn colearne aad T have today handed to tho Sakkatulsulk, the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating the conditions on which the two Powers are 
prepared to make a joint advance to the Persian Government of 400,001. In handing 
this communication wo expressed the hope that the Persian Government, would aecept 
‘our terms, which were no more than was consistent with tho line of policy of the two 
Powers in Persia under the Anglo-Russian Agreement. 

T rezret that we have not been able to reply earlier to the application of the 
Persian Government. ‘Tho distrust of Russia at the present moment is so great thar 
the Medjlisa is in no mood to consider any conditions dispassionately. Tt isunfortunate 
that Russia did not sco her way to carrying ont her decision to withdraw the Kazvin 
force three months ago, for of all tho grievances against her which rankle in the 


Persian mind, by far the bitterest is the continued presence of the Russian troops 
within 100 miles of the capital ; the other grievances would probably count for little 
hiad these troops been recalled when recommended by my, Russian colleague. 

Had she seen her way to take this step and followed it up with a prompt consent 
to join in the proposed advance, we should to-day be able to look forward with moro 
confidence to a favourable consideration by the Medjliss of our terms, 

Thave, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No, 356. 
Joint Note communicated to Sakkat-ul-Mulk, 


EN réponse A Ja demande adressée aux deux légations par lo Gouvernement 
porsan le 18 décembre dernier, les Gouvernements de Grande-Bretagne et de Russie 
Tipsentent  accorder an Gouvernement persan une avance de 10,000,000 de francs 
(100,001) aux conditions suivantes :-— 


1. Le programme concernant {l'emploi de la somine avancée sera soumis 
Vapprobation des deux légations, Les dépenses seront effectuées, selon co programme, 
sone Ie controle d’une commission composée du Conseiller financier, de I'Administrateur 
général des Dowanes, ou de leurs remplagants en cas d’absence, de deux membres du 


*# Not enclosed 
(1704) ak 
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Medjliss, ainsi que de deux fonctionnaires persans, et présidée par le Ministre des 
Finances, Aucune dépense ne pourra étre faite sans un ordre de paiement signé par 
Jo Ministre des Finances, d’accord avee la commission, et par le Ministre du départe- 
ment intéressé, ee 

@ Le programme des dépenses ne sera pas approuvé par les légations s'il ne 
provoit pas Tengagement au Ministére des Finanees de sept fonctionnaires francais 
dvee des pouvoirs exéoutifs, selon les propositions contenues dans le rapport du 
Conseiller financier au Gouvernement persan. Ces fonctionnaires agiront d'aprés des 
instructions qui seront élaborées avec le concours du Conseiller financier et approuvées 
par lui, Aucune partie de avance ne sera payée avant que le Gouvernement persan 
yyait officiellement adress6 au Gouvernement francais une demande pour engagement 
de ces fonctionnaires. 

3, Lo programme no sera pas accepté non plus s'il ne prévoit, pas organisation 

une force armiéo suffisante pour la séourité des voies de communications commerciales. 
{ie Gouvernement porsan s'engagera 4 appeler aussitét que possible & son service des 
instructours trangers, mais pour aucune force armée aucun instructeur étranger ne 
pourra étre engagé sins Papprobation préalable des Gouyernements de Grande-Bretagne 
et do Russie. 

‘4, La Perse s'engage & ne donner aucune concession pour la coustru 
chemins de fer en Perse avant d’en offrir option aux Gonvernements dle 
Brotagno ot de Russie, Ce droit d’option ne sera pas exereé dans le cas ott il s'agi 
@une concession A aceorder \ un sujet persan dans le but de construire et d’exploiter 
tune ligne do chemin do fer avec des capitaux exclusivement persans, pourvu qu il soit 
prouve 4 ln satisfaction des Gouvernements de Grande-Bretagne et de Russie que ces 
capitaux gont révllement indig 

B. La société de la route Tauris-Djoulfa recevra la concession de la navigation sur 
le Lac d’Ourmiah, 

, Cotte avance constituera le premier versement de l'emprunt sollicite déja par 
Jo Gouvernement porsan, si les Gouvernements de Grande-Bretagne et de Russie 
consentaient ‘int. Dans Ie cas contraire, cette avance, au taux de 7 pour 
cout par an, sera amortie en dix vers nels égaux, gurantis par les revenus 
des douanes et, en cas diinsuflisance de ces demiers, les revenus de la Monnaie 
perviront de garantie supplémentaire. 


‘Téhéran, le 3 (16) févr 





(8673) No, 357, 


Sir C. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived March 14.) 
(No. 281) 
Sir, ran, February 17, 1910, 

I HAVE the honour to forward copy of a despatch from His Majesty's acti 
consul-eneral at, Bush vsing notes of a journey recently made by Mr. 
Consul Chick in the Rudhilla district, Mr, Chick's remutks, endorsed by Major Trevor, 
regarding the suspicion with which the tribal chiefs of Southern Persia regard Sardar 
‘Assad, the Ministor of the Interior, possess special interest, 

Tu ny telegram No. 68 of the 15th Februsry I reported a story that Soulet-ed- 
Dowleh was contempluting an expedition against Ixpaban and Tehran, with the 
financial assistance of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, Whether there be any truth in 
this tory or not, there io doubt that the ri dar Assad and 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh is a very serious feature of the situ possibly, 
the recent recrudescence of disorders on the Bushire-Shirwz road is due to it, and were 
it to come to a head, either by the Central Government's embarking on a campaign 
against Soulet-ed-Dowleb, or by an insurrection on the part of the latter, Fars would 
be thrown into a state of civil war for an indefinite period, a condition of affairs which 
would probably compel His Majesty's Government to 

T took the opportunity yesterday of @ visit from Ik to read portions of 
Mr. Chick's report to him confidentially, and T urged him to use his influence in favour 
of conciliation, He gave me to understand that Sardar Assad was not contemplating 
fany setive measures against Soulet-ed-Dowleh, even if the Persian Government 
Obtained an advance from the two Governments, and he told me he hud done his best 
to bring about better relations between the two chiefs, and ion between 
them was less than it had been. He said that, during the tenour of office of Saham-ed- 


219 


Dowleh as Governor-General of Fars, the mistake had been committed of taking sides 
with the Kawami eae which was always at feud with the Kashgais. The new 
Governor-General—not Farman Farma, who has on reflection refused to proceed, but 
Zaffur-es-Sultanch—had no prejudices one way or the other, and would, it was hoped, 
hold the balance between the two parties. 
Thave, &c. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 357. 


Major Trevor to Sir G. Barclay, 

(No. 95. Confidential.) 

Sir, Bushire, Decombor 26, 1909, 

T HAVE the honour to forward, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of 

a,uole made by Mr. Vice-Consul Chick, regarding his recent tour in the Rudhilleh 
istrict. 

2. Mr. Chick was unable to proceed to Behbehun as originally intended, as soon 
is departure I reoeived news of the activity of the Boir Ahmedi and other 
of the Kuhgelu tribe, ond also of fighting near Bebbehan, and therefore had to 

recall him to héad-quarters. 'T hope he will be able to complete his tour in the spring 
if the atate of the county allows it 

3. Mr. Chick gives an interesting account of the power and prestige of EH 

Teves oF Divider ues Thay obiohidas buatalwaval besa cay eae tare rth 
residency, and it is satisfactory to learn that his authority is increasing. 

4, L beg to endorse Mr. Chick’s remarks about the suspicion with which the tribal 

chiefs of Southern Persia regard Sardar Assad, the Minister of the Interior, One and 
1 the Soulet-ed-Dowleb to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, think that, he will use 


his position as a member of the Persian Government to pay off old scores incurred as a 
Bakhtiari chieftain. I think the Persian Government roa etwallfeavibeciate ey, 
wish to quiet the south, to gev rid of the Surdar Assad, if this can safely be dono 


From our local point of view in the south, it would certainly be a good thing if 
Sardar dropped out of the Ministry. eae 
Thave, &e. 
‘A. P, TREVOR, Major, Pirst Aasiatant Resident 
(in charge of Residency). 


Note—Original rent vid London 


Enclosure 2 in No, 357. 
Notes by Vico-Consul Chick on a Visit to the Khan of Hayat Daoud. 


I LEFT Bushire on the 24th November by sea to Shief, intending to proceed by 
roundabout route to Belbeban. ‘The objects which I had in view eee 


1, To obtain as accurate information as possible of the amount of land under grain 
cultivation in the district. that lies between the borders of Arubistan and Bushire, and 
the amount of ge ile for export in ordinary years. + 

2. To gather useful information regarding the 
che varius rag Kh 

3. To examine the importance of Belbehan as a market for imports 
the town itself boing little known to Ruropoans, arena ang 


istriets under the jurisdiction of 


The posi 
me of considerable 
Persia. 
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Influence of Haidar Khan of Hayat Daoud.—The tervitorial influence of Haidar 
Khan may be said to cover the coast district extending from Shief 9 miles north of 
Bushire to the port of Dilam, 100 miles approximately from Bushire, and from Dilam 
north of the Lirawi district along the Behbehan road to near Zeidun, thence to the 
mountains about 14 miles from re ‘sea. I do not yet know how far the Lirawi 
district extends to the other side of the mountains, but Hayat Daoud territory has its 
astern border some 15 miles across the range (where it meets the Kasbguli branch of 
the Kashgai tribe). The eastern border of the coast district extends from Lirawi down 
to Shahbancara and Zireh, a distance of about 85 miles. 

‘The south-eastern border of Shahbancara to Shief is roughly 38 in length. 

‘This large stretch of Jand—not less than 3,000 square miles—is divided into several 
districts — 

Hayat Daoud and Rig 
Roach Under Haidar Khan and his relatives. 

enawa 
Bunder Dilam 
Shahbancara and Zireh ) Which are independent of the Khan of Hayat 
Lirawi Daoud and each other, but yet look up to 
Angali him as their guiding spirit. 


United those ruling Ikhans compromise the most important hegemony situated 
botween the Arab. tribes, subjected to the Sheikh of Mohammerah and Baluchistan, 
‘They hold no title from the Becsian Government, though nominally their districts fall 
tinder the provineial governments of either the Gulf ports or Fars; in point of fot 
hvither government ean interfore to any extent in their internal affairs, the “ maliyat 
is nominal and. often unpaid, add the Customs surveillance of the coast ineffective, 
They rule by tribal government. 

Haidar’ Khan of Hayat Daoud is evidently the most important of these; his 
family have heon for years in possession of that part of the coast district, and I append 
‘a short genealogy. 


Morad Khan (Hayat Daoud). 
Hosein Khan. 


Mra Khan kiln train 


ha Al Rhan (Maya Daou 
i 


Murad Khan (of Do Lam) 


tata tan Qui —-Monmuled Kian Moen Ka (Oa. 
cla ana, tate, “GE Ghaasy 
Mere a Soyer 


aint eam Daath Kiaball Danie aviutficoan med Kas 
inst (aunt Ataed: “Kinte —auted to sha (Game. 

Bhan of Aten 

Gama) tha). 


‘As regards the influence of Haidar Khan over the surrounding districts :-— 


1, Between Genawa and Dilam comes the fertile Lirawi territory under Ti 
Hassan Khan, who, shortly before my arrival at Bunder Rig, had picked a quarrel with 
tho Turk tribes living rouad Zeitin under the leadership of Kiimur Agho, the Ak 
Chebre and Jugatain : and during my stay news arrived of the killing of Sheikh Kazim 
of the Litawis by his opponents, Both sides were appealing to Haidar Khan to settle 
the dispute, ‘The letter of safe-conduct, which the khan gave me for the Khan of 
Bra (hi broth er-in-lave) was tly of the nature of an order, 

2, Ysmail Khan, of Shahbaneara, a large district adjoining Hayat Daoud to the 
south-east also appealed to Haidar Khan to settle a quarrel which he had with the 
important Kashguli branch of the Kashyai tribe, On the other hand, a few days 

ly Mohammed Hassan Khon of the Kashgulis had sent twenty-five horsemen 
TN the way across the mountains to Bunder Rig, with a letter asking the good offices 
of Haidar Khan in thesateatfair, (N.B—Mohammed Hassan Kashguli had purchased 
last year from the Per Govern the lease of the district of Mazara for 6,000 
tomais: a certain Seyyid Jaafer of that district, late deputy for Shiraz in the Medjliss, 
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afterwards misrepresented to the Government that the district belonged to him, and 
made over the lease to the Khan of Shahbancara in return for his help. ‘The Kashguli 
chief justly demands that either his 6,000 tomans should be returned, or the district 
banded over to him). 

3, Haidar Khan is in constant correspondence with the Kashgai chief, 


‘The armed force at the disposal of Haidar Khan comprises, as far as T could 
ascertain, in normal times: Hayat Daoud, 1,500-2,000 tufangehis; Rudhilleh, 700 
tafangohis; besides the contingents from Genawa and Lirawi, the numbers of which I 
do not yet know. 

Since the death of Haidar Khan's father, sixteen years ago, the influence of the 
Khan of Hayat Daoud has undoubtedly grown, | ‘The present chief is.a very pleasantly 
spoken, quict man, much liked by his tribesmen for piety and justice. In boyhood te 
and his brother Mohammed Khan were retained as hostages by the then governor of 
the Gulf ports, and were brought up with the resideney dragomans. Both he and his 
brothers still mistrast the Persian Government so uch that they will not venture out 
of their territory. ‘That, however, did not prevent him acceding to the request of the 
Derya Begi in May 1909 when he dispatched over 400 armed men to Bushire to enable 


will be re 
and goodw 
of need. 


eft to manage their tribal affairs Ii he opposite const 

He was very frank in giving me his views on the present state of affairs in 
Southern Persia, and they are worth note, He was much interested in the ris 
Tahin Khan in the north, and read me out from a letter received from Ismail Khan 
of Shalibancara containing allusions to the trouble into which the events at Ardebi 
had thrown the Government; both chiefs evidently had a poor opinion of the prosp 
of the Medjliss, Haidar Khan said that the Medjliss had no «dhalud” in ian, which 
was composed of many distinct elements, and that as regards Bushire, at any rate, it was 
only to please the local governor that the so-called elections lad beon held, ‘The 
tribesmen cared litte for what the Bushire Anjuman said, Ismail Khan wrote in a 
similar strain. 

Tribal Distrust of Present Minister of Intorior—But the point on which he laid 
most stress was the mistrust by the southern tribes of the Sardar Assad us Minister of 

their i iliation to anythivg which seemed to threaten a 


He understood that two important personages had fathomed the “designs” of the 
Sardad Assad, viz, Soulet-ed-Dowleh, Tikhant of the Kashgais, and Sardar Arfa, 
sheikh of Mohammerab. 

Soulet-ed-Dowlel: has about 2,000,000 men under his command, and is treated like a 
king in his tribe; he is really a greater chieftain than the Bakhtiari Khans, and did 
not relish one of them over him as Minister of the Interior, ‘That was the position 
generally taken up by the Kashgai and Lur tribes, of which the Hayat Daoudis are an 
Silshoot. ‘The Lars of Fars were continually making raids on the Bakbtiaris, and, as 
regards the government of « Bakhtiari Khan in Behbehan over the overlordship of the 
Sardar Assad as Minister of the Interior, they would not submit (tamkin nemikunand). 

11704) 38L 
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Haidar Khan also stated that Sonlet-oi-Dowleh had written to himself and to other 
Khana, eg, of Shahbancara representing his objeotions to the resent régime. 

‘There is considerable confirmation from other sources of the views thus assigned to 
the Soulet-ed-Dowleh and Sardar Arfa, ae 

Mr, Wilson is constantly referring to Sheikh Khazal’s misgivings as to the 
intentions of the Sardar Asad and Bakhtiari interference in Arabistan, evidently 
foreseeing future attacks on his own position. 

‘As to. the Soulet-ed-Dowleh, it seems quite possible that the bottom of all the 
Posent aiding in Fars, and. dimrerzent hetween the Governor-General and the 

khani may be the latter's dislike of the Sardar Assad necupying the position of Minister 

of the Interior. A Shirazi welll connected with the Kashgai tribe us told us that the 
Boulet-od-Dowleh in his correspondence will not give the usual titles of the Minister 
of the Interior to Sardar Assad, Mr, Christmas and his party on their way from Shiraz 
were stopped by a large force of Kashgais at Dashtarjin, and one of the iets asked 
Mr. Christmas much to his surprise whether he remembered the story of Charles TI. 
“We are going to bring back Mohammed Ali Shab, just as they did Charles IL” 
Mr. Bill, writing on the Ist December, thinks that the Soulet-ed-Dowleh is evidently 
determined to show his hostility to the present régime by all the means in his power. 

Taicless state of Kuhgelu country Huilar Khan alsy gave me in the course of 
conversation details which show the wild and independent nature ot the tribes norch- 
west of Shiraz, 

‘Tho Boir-Ahmedi tribe, which was alleged to have assaulted M. Passek has, for the 
Jast fow years been most unruly. It numbers 7,000 riflemen at least, and they are 
cunning fighters (the Kughelu of whom they form a clan number more than 100,000, it 
was estimated), ‘The former have killed all their own prominent chiefs, this year Wali 
Kine aad Shakin. Khan, bis won st year Kerim Khan, Babadured-Dowleh with 
twonty-five men of the tribe who were escorting Zeighatn-ed-Dowleh, ex-Ikhani of the 
Kashgais on his way to Behbehan as governor,  Zeigham was only released from imp 
gonment ater great difficulty by Soulet-ed-Dowleh his brother. ‘They live in small 
fortrosses in the mountains east of Behbehan where they have supplies of provisi 
and water, 

The passes to their stronzholds are inaccessible and it would cost the Governor of 
Shiraz.n very large sum_to capture even a few of them, 

‘The Cheroomis, « Kuhgolu tribe, last year captured a eannon sent by the Bebbeban 
Goverment in order to force them ‘to pay “maliyat” and buried it. ‘The Persian 
affcials kept the matter quiet, 

he position in the Mamnasonni district (a fiof of the Moin-ot~Tujjar, Shahbancara 
Brothers and wSultanch, late governor of the Gulf ports) can be little better. 
Dushman Ziv, Rustemi, Bakkesh, and Jawidt are the four tribes concerned. ‘They 
havo pid no tribute for three yours; in 1907 they looted Said-es-Sultaneh us he was 
roturning from Bushire. 

During my stay at Rig, Haidar Khan received news that an officer sent by the 
Goveriior-General of Furs with « cannon and soldiers to exact tribute had been attacked 
in Mamasenni and the cannon captured. 

Tt would soom that the Persian Government have before them a tremendous task, 
should they try to reduce the Kushgai, Kuhgelu and coast distrigts to order, 

H. G. CHICK, 





(8675) No. 358. 


ir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 14.) 


Qo. 20, 

ir, .. Tehran, February 19, 1910. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 717 of ‘the Oth September last, I have the 
honour to transinit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's acting consul- 
general at Tabreez offering observations on Mukhber-¢s-Saltaneh’s record as Governor- 
General of Azerbaijan after five months of his administration. 


Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 
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Enclosure in No. 358. 


Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barelay. 
No. 10, 
& : Tabrees, February 3, 1910. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 187 of the 5th September last, 1 venture to 
offer the following observations on Mukhber-es-Saltaneh’s record as Governor-General 
With reference to the general situation in Azerbaijan after five months of his 

istration. 

(On his arrival here last August, the Governor-General found himself between the 
Russian troops, whose commanders from the start adopted a hostile attitude towards 
him, and the fedais under Sattar and Bagher, who terrorised all the administrations 
and the population. He was soon made to feet that he could expect no sympathy from 
the Russian consulate-general. Having no troops, the uew governor was compelled to 
work with the fedais, and, deceived, as he nkly confessed to me, by the spurious 
reputation of Sattar and Bagher in’ Europe, he really hoped to be able to, work. with 
them. However, although willing to use them, he quickly showed that he intended to 
be their master. Gradually the interference of the fedai strative affairs was 
checked; their terrorising manauyres were rendored very difficult the fedai poli 
was largely reduced ; the fedais in outlying parts of the province, as Khoi, Salmas, &c,, 
yrere recalled ; Sattar, in spite of his determined opposition, was forced to leave for 
‘Ardebil; the Anjuman, under tho astute direction of Mukhber-es-Saltaneh, was almost 
imperceptibly reduced to the state of insignificance which it still enjoys. A governor 
ras sent to Urumia; the Khan of Maku was reconciled to the new régime ; Shuja-ed- 
Dovwleh was treated with honour and confirmed in the governorship of Maragha. Even 

‘were beginning to tender their submission. ‘Three things combined to 
ruin the promise of those early days: firstly, the disgraceful conduct of Sattar at 
‘Atdebil, ending in the alienation of the Shabsevans; secondly, the rebellion of 

and thirdly, and chielly, the criminal negligence of the Persian 

neral so long without troops. I have no 

roment last August had dispatched to 

foreign loan hut with the knife at 

their throats, they dispatched in November, the disorders in Fastern Azerbaijan would 

have assunied the proportions of a regular rebellion, while the Governor-General 

would not have been forced to compromise with the fedais. 

he rebellion in Eastern Azerbaijan undid most of the governor's work. 

ps were. had to be sent eastwards, including even half the 

precions Cos ied from Ardebil, infuriated, for he imagined that 

the Governor-General had lured him into a death-trap there. ‘He surrounded himselé 

in his quarter with several hundred fedais, and refused to leave Tabrooz, I strongly 

advised the C neral to seize the favourable moment, when Sattar was 

credited, and expel him by force. Mukhber-os-Saltanch, however, not 

feared to take extreme In the event of disorders, ho feared 

the intervention of the Russian troops, which, he knew, would take such a form as to 

discredit him. He feared also the effect of disorders in ‘Tabreez on Eastern Azerbaijan 

fas well ag on the various elements in the province, which wore intently watching the 
new administration and hovering on the border-line of revolt. 

While not daring to go for Sattar, the Governor-General has yet shown 
considerable firmness towards the fedais. Ho even hanged a fedai, a near rolation of 
Sattar Khan, who had committed a murder. This act of justice aroused tho ire of the 
fedais, and they began to threaten the Governor-General, Anonymous letters wer 
thrown into the consulates, denouncing Mukliber-es-Saltaneh as a reactionary, and 
demanding his dismissal, The governor is nervous for his personal safety,and he told 
ime that he feared an attentat from the revolutionary committees in the Caueasus. 

Sattar's position is still unpleasantly strong, and he is unfortunately supported by 
the new Turkish consul-general, Enver Bey, who appears to be a mischief-maker, 
Sattar fears for his life, and always goes out with a large armed escort. Violent action 
against him might now result in bloodshed. I fear that Mukhber-es-Saltanch is 
unlikely to force Sattar to go—at any rate, not heforo the settlement of the rebellion in 
Eastern Azerbaijan. [tis most desirable that the central Government should insist on 
the departure of both Sattar and Bagher from Azerbaijan. ‘They ean go with honour, 
Dut go they must, if the Persians wish to get rid of the Russian troops from 
Azerbaijan. As long as these two rascals are here, the fedai organisation cannot bo 
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broken up, and, until it is broken up, most Europeans here would view with alarm the 
departure of the Russian troops from Tabreez 

T must confess that my expectations of Mukhber-es-Saltanch have been somewhat 
disappointed. He is not weak; on the contrary, he has governed with considerable 
firmness. I would rather reproach him with ‘excessive prudence and deliberation, 
Whore a bolder man would act with the recklessness which often brings success, 
Mukhber-es-Saltanch will defer action in a very irritating manner. My Russian 
colleague, although he seems to have slightly modified his first unsympathetic attitude, 
is always very impatient with Mukhber-es-Saltaneh, whom he looks on as a German 
dreamer and not a man of action, M, Miller has considerable justification for his 
impatience, but he makes no allowances for the governor's difficulties, 

Tt is possible that Ala-ed-Dowleh might be more suitable for Azerbaijan at this 
moment than Mukliber-esSaltaneh. Ala-ed-Dowleh, being able to rely on Russian 
support, would probably hang @ number of fedais, and his reputation for savagery 
would have an excellent effect on the unruly elements in the province, whether fedais 

‘hesmen. On the other hand, he would not be helped by personal popularity, such 
a9 Mukhberves-Saltanch enjoys. However, whoever of the two be the better governor, 
‘Tabrocz wants Mukhiber-es-Salianch. After all, itis difficult to disregard entirely the 
ovident desire of the centre of nationalism for an enlightened governor of the new 

Besides, Mukhber-es-Saltaneh is far from being a weak governor. Moreover, 

‘ougalty his rectitude, hia obvious sincerity, hit jealous eare of the public money, 
his industry’ and luck of ‘personal prejudices are qualities which fow, if any, other 
Porsian governors possess. But for the Russian attitude, I am inclined to think that 
Mulkhber-es-Saltanch, in spite of his regrettable lack of boldness, would be the most 
suitable governor for Azerbaijan 

he general situation is not very encouraging. ‘The luck of capable subordinates 
groatly increases the Governor-Ceneral’s difficulties, ‘The fedai question being still 
unsettled, the prospect of the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Tabreez is remote, 
Tn Bastorn Azerbaijan the situation has improved, and the Government forces seem to 
be getting the upper hand of the rebels, But, even if the rebellion is suppressed, there 
will long be, as there has always been in the past, a certain amount of unrest in those 
rogions. It would not therefore be difficult for the Russians to find plausible excuses 
for prolonging the occupation of Eastern Azerbaijan. ‘There is much pessimism at 
‘Tabroes, where the prevailing impression seems to be that the Russian troops in 
Azerbaijan have come to stay. ‘This pessimism is of course largely based on local 
promises, whilo the fate of jam depends rather on the central Government. 
Jowover, a section of Persians here thinks that nothing done either at Tehran or 

‘avail against the attitude of Russian agents. As long, they argue, as, 
rightly or y evails in Azerbaijan that Russia, from hi 
to the new is alwi , the efforts of tral Govern 
ment and the provincial authorities to restore lasting peace to this sorely-tried province 
can hardly be crowned with success, 
Thave, &e. 
W. A. SMART. 





(8676) No. 359, 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 14.) 
(No. 26.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 24, 1910. 
IN Tehran the feature of the past few weeks has been the unfortunate increase of 
anti-Russian feoling. : 
On the Sth instant the Medjliss uttored its protest at the continued stay of the 
Russian troops on Persian soil by unanimously passing a vote of censure upon Ala-cs- 
ich for the lack of energy he was alleged to have shown in. his efforts to secure 
+ with Since the fall of the Minister for Foreign Affairs there has been 
nothing in the Medi could be construed as a demonstration against the Russian 
troops, but the general feeling towards Russia is undoubtedly one of profound distrust 
and hostility, and augurs ill for the chances of the Medjliss accepting the joint advance 
from the two Powers, the terms of which were communicated to the Acting Minister 
for Foreizn Affairs on the 16th instant. Apart from grievance of the 
Peesoee of the Rosin tops thee, are olber uiuor ones of recent development, 
Deep resenitment is felt at Russia's sheltering Rahim Khan, her action being regarded 
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as confirming the suspicion generally entertained by Persians that tho recent rebellion 
wras abetted by Russia, and public fecling has been still further aroused by a conilict 
hich has arisen between the Minister of War and Colonel Vadbolski, the Russian 
Sfiicer commanding the Cossack brigade, who has dismissed two Persian Cossack 
Gfiicers for a breach of discipline, and refuses to reinstate them, although ordered to do 
fo by the Minister of War. ‘This latter incident seemed at one time likely to provoke 
an interpellation in the Medjliss which would doubtless have led to @ demonstration 
against the position of the Russian officers of the brigade. Fortunately wiser counsels 
revailed 

Privja Azerbaijan the situation has somewhat cleared with the overthrow of Rahim 
Khan, but in Tabreez Sattar Khan and Bagher Khan are still. a source of anxiety, and 
His Majesty's acting consul-general reports that, until these two men are disposed of 
most Europeans would view with alarm the withdrawal of the Russian troops from 
Mabreez, In the Ardebil district, according to the Minister of the Interior, the Shah- 
evans have made their submission, and promised to restore the plunder taken during 
the late tising, Russian damages on account of the rebellion are assessed by, the 
Russian consul at 80/002, partly against alim Khan and partly against, the Shah- 
sovans, but, though my Russian colleague thinks this estimate will be reduced, it can 
hardly be hoped that the Shahsevans will restore sufficient plunder to satisfy the 
Rnissian claim, and as the Russian Government have informed the Persian Government 
that unless the Shahsevans are pusished and Russian losses made good Russia will take 
the matter into her own hands, itis more than possible that Russia will at a convenient 
season herself undertake an expedition against this tribe, with which she has old scores 
to settle. 

From Fars the news is anything but good. Caravans appear to be using freely 
the route vid Jerch from Bushire to Shiraz, but the safety of this road is dependent on 
the good pleasure of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, at whose dictation the central Government 
substituted it for the road via Kazerun as the route for the safety of which they would 
answer, Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s attitude is disquieting, It will be seen from my despatch 
No. 23of the 17th February that Mr. Vice-Consul Chick reports that the tribal chiefs 
in Fars gonerally are opposed to the Bakhtiari influence in the present Government, 
‘and I have since received a telegram from His Majesty's acting consul-general. at 
Bushire containing indications that trouble is brewing at the hands of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, 
who may be intending to attack the Bakhtiari influence which has become so powerful 
Since the revelution, and in antagonism to which, Major ‘Trevor says, the Sheikh of 
Mohammerab, the Kuhgelu and tribal chiefs are known to be in sympathy with the 
Kashgai 

Whatever may be Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s designs the situation at Fars sooms to be at 
his mercy, and as the Persian Government cannot hope, at any rate in their present 
condition, to subdue him, Sardar Assad would be wise to. try to come to torms with 
him, and this course is being preased upon him by Nasr-ul-Mulk and others. 

Thave, &. 
G, BARCLAY. 





[8677] No, 360, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Haward Grey —(Reevived March 14.) 


: Tehran, February 25, 1910. 
I HAVE the honour to submit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks. 
Thave, &o, 
G, BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 360. 


Summary of Events in Persia for four weeks ending February 25, 1910. 


Tehran, 


THE British and Russian Legations informed the Persian Government on the 
16th instant of the conditions under which the two Governments would Le prepared to 
advance a sum of 400,001. jointly. 

(1704) 3M 





2. The Medjisn-—The Minister of Finance, on the 29th January, submitted to the 
‘Assembly a project with regard to the engagement of seven forcign employés for his 
Minuit whose salary should aguregate 57,240 tomans (11,0001). ‘The matter was 
referred to the Finance Committee of the House. : 

‘On the Sth instant Ala-es-Sultanch, the Foreign Minister, was interpellated 
regarding tho continued presence of Russian troops in ers Considerable vehemence 
ris displayed by several deputies and the alleged inaction of the Koreign Minister was 
foverely eniticised. Taki Zadeh spoke for over half an hour, and reviewed the circum 
tances under which the Russian troops had originally been sent to Persia. He reforred 
to the circular Tiussia to the Powers on the occasion, in which it was stated 

‘soon as order had been restored. He asked the 
Foreig hether he had ever taken any measures for the 
with he matter to the Russian Minister 
direct representations had been 

iven by the For 

jot considered to 


the Assembly, Ala-es-Sultanch ceased to 
ons were informed that, All 
kat 


Alaves-Sultaneh’s 
dismissal under the above ck 
atration against the Russian troops. i 4 
‘On te 20th instant the budget. presented by the Minister for War for the four 
months ending the 21st March next was read and approv 


‘A variety of subjects of minor importance re to purely internal and local 


affair wore elealt with in the course of the sittings, There was some discussion 
Toganting tho proposed contract to be drawn up with Mr George New, whose services 
aro tomporarily being placed by the Telegraph Department at the disposal of the 


rsian Telegraph Adintnistr : 
Fo eee ie Trans Nau" has of late been, if possible, even more violently 
antieRt tone than before, Information which hed His Majesty's 
dligates that it is managed by an Armenian, who is ready ‘to 
change the tone of the paper for a consideration, Siice the Anglo-Russian terms for am 
fdviiee have been communicated to the Persian Government the “Jran-i-Nau” bus 
ougly advoeated their rejection on grounds of patriotism. 
strongly advocated their rejection on gn P abe erouite 


Pabrees. 

1, Mr, Shipley arrived on the 10th February and assumed the duties of His 
Majosiy's consul at Tabrees, Mr, Smart left on the 16th February for Tehran en route 
0 Shiran i 
toe On tho Ist February the Government forces under Yefraim, Sardar Bahadur, 
Samad Khun and Bagher Khan, which had concentrated at Aher, attacked and 
Gefeated the’ forces of Rahim Khan near that place. Rahim Khan fled and was 
pursued by the two former commanders, He, hovever, made good his escape to Russian 
Territory, accompanied by some of his family. Two guns, eight, loads of ammunition 
Ai Rubin. Khan's prisoners fell into the hands of the pursuing foree. ‘The Shahsevan 
and Kuralagh chieG, including Rahim Khan's nephew, Kerim Khan, bave all made 
their pene with the Government, Rahim Khan is reported to have taken with him a 
lange amount of plundered merchandise. 


Reshts 
‘Tranquillity has prevailed, ‘The Nationalist volunteers have been disarmed, and 
200 men of the Khalg regiment are now in garrison in the town. 
feshed. 


1, Quiet hns prevailed at Meshed and in Khorasan. Tt appears that the religious 
element naa dhe its forces for a struggle against the new order of things. “The 
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Governor-General is, however, working in accord with the Nationalist delegates from 
‘Tehran and it seems probable that. he will retain office. ‘There are persistent. rumoura 
that Prince Dabija has been called upon to resign and will soon leave Meshed. ‘There 
is a good deal of friction between him and the chief of police. 

2, Au order has been issued calling on all foreign subjects to register themselves ab 
the office of the chief of police. ‘This eaused some alarm to the Afghan “agent”. who 
appealed to Tis Majesty's eousul-general. Major Sykes has arranged with the chief of 
police that Afizhan subjects shall be given plenty of time to provide themselves with 

sports, 

'3, On the night of the SIst January one of the Russian Cossack officers was very 
drank and disorderly and fired five shots from a revolver, The police shepherded hizm 
home and sent him his head-gear in the morning, 


Turbat-i-Haideri. 


1, Captain Skourratt returned from Khaf on the 19th December and left on the 
22nd for Meshed. 

2 The following movements of Russian Cossacks are reported: On the 20th 
December, three arrived from Meshed ; on the 27th, six arrived from Kariz for Kerman ; 
on the 81st, two arrived from Kariz; on the 9th Jannary, six arrived from Kerman en 
route to Russia vid Kariz ; six of the Turbat escort left on the 13th January for Russia 

ia Kariz, and six arrived from Bunder Abbas en route to Russia vil Kariz, 

3. Alick, Salar Khan's stronghold, was attacked on the Bist December by the 
Government troops. ‘The commander of the latter was slightly wounded early in the 
fight whereupon his men immediately withdrew, Salar Khan's wite and children are 
prisoners. He wrote on the 18th January to His Majesty's view-consul asking for 
protection on the ground that his grandfather camo from British Baluchistan, and he 
therefore considered himself « British subject, He was informed that the reasons put 
forward by him were not sufficient to warrant British interference, He is now endea> 
vouring to make terms with the Government. 


Scistan, 
1. Tt appears from a detailed report of Mir Jiand's intended raid on Bem and 
ashir that he had collected some 4,000 men and had begun to move when the 
jon of Persian troops at Bam and some trouble with Sardar Yakub Khan in 
him to alter his plans and disperse his following. He talked of 
resitming operations in the spring, but meanwhile the Persian authorities seemed to be 
collecting troops for an expedition into the Sarhad. Major O'Connor sent Mir Jiand a 
ilar to that addressed to the other sardars 
, Major O'Connor visited Koh-i-Malik Sih on the 26th December and reached 
Soistan on his return on the 19th Januar 
4, Tn all 5,300 camels and 498 men ‘had by the Ist January passed through Awaz 
from Afghanistan bound south, presumably for arms, 


Ispahan. 


1. Quarrels have been frequent among the local authorities, ‘These are apparently 
due to the clergy, who continue to make efforts to retain their influence. ‘The latest 
news, however, is to the effect that Agha Najafi and his two sons are preparing to 
leave Ispahan for Kerbela, ‘They wish to place their extensive landed property under 
foreign protection. On the Sth February fifty or sixty seyyids began forcibly closing 
the shops in the bazaar and erying out against the Assembly. Bakhtiari guards were 
sent to reopen the shops and the soyyida were forced to retire. Subsequontly it was 
Proclaimed by vier that any one closing his shop ‘would have his goods pillaged and his 
ife taken, ‘The action of the seyyids was intended as protest against the obief of 
police, who had torn up and returned to Agha Najafi a letter calling for the release of a 
prisoner, On the 17th February a second attempt to close the bazaars was made by 
Priest who had quarelled with the police, ‘The shops were gain, ferobly opened by 
the authorities, 

2. Ali Reza Khan, eldest son of Zargham-es-Sultaneh, Bakbtiari, is to marry a 
sister of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, the Kashgai chief As marriages of Kashgai women 
outside the tribe are rare, this alliance is probably prompted by some ulterior motive, 

3, During the first half of February all the roads to Ispahan were safe, and posts 
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arrived regularly, ‘The Shiraz road remained undisturbed until the 16th Februsry, on 
which date a robbery was committed at Orchini by forty robbers, said to be Kuhgeluis, 
On this date the whole road from Orchini to Shiraz was stated by the postal officials to 
be very unsafe, ‘The other roads remain undisturbed. 





Yeed. 


1, The town has remained quiet ; the roads have also been undisturbed, exceptin; 
the Kerman road, on which, in the middlo of February, several robberies were repo 
The robbers, who are said to be Tutakis, Chabarrahis, Lashanis, and Pakalibis, under 
Fezlali Ganjali, frequent the roxd between Yerd and Anar. ‘The governor states 
that he has dispatched forces to clear the road, The governor recently informed 
‘ME. ‘Blackman that bis present post wae ale gether too emall for him, and that he woold 
probably be aucesaded in it by one of his nephows in the next two months. Tt appears 
that Sadr-ul-Ulema, whose beating was reported lust month, was severely but not 
cruelly beaten. He was kept in custody until the 24th January, since when the 
governor hus been on friendly terms with him, 

2, M, Adamoff, whose departure for Ispahan was delayed by the illness of one of 
Ins Cossacks, left Yerd for Tehran at the end of January, 











Kermanshah. 


1, The new governor, Nizam-es-Sultaneh, arrived on the sth January with 
100 horsemen and 900 infantry, By the end of the month he had been joined 
200 Sinjabi and 50 Nanakali Vorsemen, while 200 others were being raised locally and 
Grilled, Tho measures taken by the governors have so far preserved order in the town, 
but his failure to deal severely with some of the more important disturbers of the peace 
ia likely to diminish the Ho is also handicapped by the 
emptiness of the Treasury, lar-iMasud, the Gurl chief and 

wernor of Knsr-i-Shirin, wus ordered hy the governor to come to Kermanshah with 

Eis region and taxes! He fopliod thats blog in. chargo of the borer, he. could’ nob 
comply, ‘The governor repeated his summons, and Salar-ieMasud has since been in 
consultation with Daoud Khan, Kalhur, ‘chief of the tribes.” Daoud Khan has ordered 
the rond-guards on the Kast-i-Shirin road to ceiso exacting blackmail from caravans, 
‘Most of the roads continue safe, but several robberies are reported on the Kangowar— 
Hamadan road. 

2, Captain Croasle, LM.S,, left for Kasr-iShirin on the 29th January. He has 
beon posted to Muscat, 














authorit; 














Hamadan, 


Sardar-i-Nasir has assumed the governorship. He has not so far displayed much 
lity, and several robberies have vecurred since his arrival. 


Kerman, 


‘The governor, who intended to visit Raluchistan and interview the Baluchi sardars 
himsolf, has been compelled to abandon the idea partly because the Central Government 
wore unable to give him the money he asked for, and partly because of the danger of 
dixordors ocourring in Kerman on his departure, ‘The reappearance of gangs of robbers 
on the Kerman-Yezd road may ulso have caused him to remain in Kerman, He has, 
however, dispatched a representative to interview the sardars. It seems that early in 
January he received a letter from Sardar Seyyid Khany saying that as heishead of all the 
Fars tribes, and the Baluchis know him well, they are quite willing to submit to him; but 














as the Persian Government is powerless, and iifairs are in disorder, the Baluchis do not 
Know wat todo, ‘Tho town has reowined quiet but the imue of police regulations 


restricting the sale of opium has caused a good deal of discontent. 


Shiraz. 


Tho town has remained quiet. Firman Firma having resigned the post of Governor- 
General, Zafur-es-Sultaneh has been appointed to it He is at present in Tehran, 
Mennvtile Soulete-Dowleh isthe de facto governor of Fars, andy in accordance with 
his wishes, caravans are using the Jirceh route to Bushire, He recently paid a sum of 



















over 1001. to His Majesty’s consul, in settlement of claim of Messrs, Dixon and Co. 
for goods robbed by Kashgulis. The Kazerun route to Bushire and the Ispahan road 
continue unsafe, several posts having been robbed, ‘The telegraph line has also been 
repeatedly interfered with near Konar Takhteb. 


Perstan Guiry. 





Bushire. 

1, Mirza Hussein, lately clerk to the German consulate, bas been elected one of 
the two Gulf ports members for the National Assembly, It is reported that he has not 
definitely resigned his post in the German consulate, but has taken leave for two 
years, during which his brother, Mirza Hassan, will act for him, ‘The German consul 
formally inforined the Persian Foreign Office agent that Mirza Hussein had resigned 
his appointment; but the tact that Mirza Hassan, who is a most: inefficient clerk, has 
been appointed to the vacaney lends colour to’ the rumour, which has possibly some 
foundation. Mirza Hussein is regarded by many a6 a German spy, and his presence in 
the local assembly is resented, but apparently no one has enough moral courage to 
expose him. 

2. The governor is reported to have received a telegram from the Sipahadar at 
‘Tehran, informing him that the customs premises at Bushire, which aro owned by the 
Moin-ut-Tujjar, and for which he charges « preposterous rent of 901. per mensem, have 
been placed under attachment, apparently owing to the Moin’s failure to carry out 
certain necessary repairs and improvements, This is satisfactory news, if tt moans that 
the Persian Government is going to acquire the premises, 





Mohammerah. 


1, The Imperial Bank of Persia opened a branch here early in January. 

2, His Majesty’s acting consul, writing on the 8th January, stated that he 
did not think that there was any’ foundation for the idea which prevailed at 
Ahwaz, that the sheikh was encouraging people to harry the Bakhtiari tribes, Ho 
bolieved that the sheikh was determined to keep the peace and maintain his present 
strong position, The sheikh’s objections to the present constitutional régime were 
probably mainly personal, and not based on any ridical dislike to constitutional ideas 
in Persia. 

3. The sheikh has paid 

4 There ate now 100 Bi 
last year. 

5, Sir W, Wiloocks arrived on the 30th Decomber, and proceeded to the proposed 
site of the Karkhah irrigation. He considers that the irrigation scheme offers no 
ractical difficulties, and is likely to be extremely remunerative, He returned to 
hi reanibera on the 6th January, and reached Bussorah on the 7th. 

C. B, STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché. 











full his debt of 2,001, to Messrs, Lynch, 
ish subjects registered at the consulate, as against fifty 








18679) No. 361. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey—(Reevived March 14.) 


(No. 20) 
Sir, Tehran, February 25, 1910, 
THAYE tho]hononr to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty 
acting consul-general at Tabreez, enclosing a letter from Mr. Charles Stevens 
interesting himself of the navigation of the Lake of Uramia, s 
T venture to hope that you will be able to see your way to adopt the suggestion 
contained inthe lst paragraph of Mr. Swan’ despatch, 
: ave, &c. 


G. BARCLAY. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 361. 
Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir @, Barélay. 


, , Tabreez, January 27, 1910. 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of correspondence between my 
Russian colleague and myself regarding the Urumia Lake navigation. 

T venture to draw your attention to Mr, Charles Stevens's praiseworthy conduct in 
this affair, As you are aware, Mr. Stevens was originally induced to enter into 
nogotiations with Imam Kuli Mirza by this consulate-general, acting with the approval 
of His Majesty's Legation. When, after much expense and trouble, he had arranged 
all the preliminaries with Imam’ Kuli, His Majesty's Governm to the 
conclusion of the Anglo-Russian Agreement, imposed their veto on the combinati 
Tn tho recent developments and negotiations with the Russian Road Com 
Imam Kuli, Mr, Stevens hay consistently sacrificed himself to prevent any friction 
with the Russians, But for his abnegation, I might have been involved in considerable 
difficulties with my Russian colleague, The reward of his self-sacrificing conduct has 
been tho loss of a very large prospective profit, besides the waste of money and 
Valuable dime epent in negotiations undertaken at the instance of this consulate- 
general. 

T vonturo to think that an expression of thanks to Mr. Stevens from His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs would be very opportune and do much 
to removo any very natural soreness which this affair may have left in his mind. 

Thave, &e, 
W. A. SMART. 


Enclosure 2 in Ni 
‘Acting Consul-General Smart to M. Miller. 


M. Jo Gérant ot chor Colldgue, Tauris, le 25 janvier, 1910. 
J'AL Vhonnenr de vous transmottre, sous co pli, copie d'une lettre 4 
de Mr. Charles Stevens, so désintéressant, do ation du Lac d’Oui 
vous smurais gré de bien youloir fairo le nécessaire pour effectuer Véchange do 
documents, indiqué au dernier paragrapho de la lettre ci-incluse, 
‘Toso espérer que vous apprécieroz dans cette alfaire V'attitude tres correcte do 
Stevens, qui s'est conformé aux désirs de son Gouvernement, malgré les 
‘o8 pécuniaires que son abstention lui a fait subir. 
Jo profite, &e. 
W, A. SMART, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 361. 
Mr. Stevens to Acting Consul-General Smart. 


Sir, Tabreez, January 24, 1910. 

‘THE term of two months, as_ stipulated Russian Road 
Company and myself for navigation of Urumia La 1 , Lbeg you 
to inform parties concerned that, considering the special nature of the enterprise and 
the views of His Britannic Majesty's Government in the matter, I disinterest myself 
entirely of all enterprises concerning the said navigation of Urumia Lake, 

Vor regularity's sake, 1 bog you to obtain fsom“Russian Koad Company contract 
bearing my signature, to be exchanged for theirs, which I still hold. 

Thave, &e. 
ARLES E, STEVENS, 


231 


Enclosure 4 in No, 361, 


M. Miller to Acting Consul-General Smart. 


Mi le Gérant et cher Colldgue, Tauris, le 26 janvier, 1910. 

EN vous accusant la réception de votre lettre en date du 25 janvier, j'ai "honneur 
de vous faire part que j'ai immédiatement. communiqué a M. 'Iveskinski, le directeur 
de la Ronte de Tauris, la copie de Ia lettre de Mr. Charles B. Stevens concernant 
Véchange d'exemplaires du contrat conclu entre hui et la société de la dite route. 

Dis que jatirai recu Pexemplaire désiré par Mr, Stevens je ne manquerai pas do 
Je Ini remettre par intermédiaire du consulat général britannique en échange contro 
Yexemplaire se trouvant chez Mr. Stevens. 

Je vous prie de vouloir bien transmettre & Mr. Charles E, Stevens expression de 
ma haute appréciation de son attitude de désintéressement dans cette affaire, 

En méme temps je tiens & vous témoigner les sentiments de ma plus sincbre 
gratitude pour tonte votre bonne assistance, gritce A Inquelle des intéréts personnels 
ont ét6 cacrifiés pour satisfaire les désirs du Gouvernement do Sa Majesté britannique. 

To saisis, &c, 
‘A. MILLER, 





[8698] No. 362, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Bdvoard Grey.—(Received March 14.) 


Qo.127) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, March 6, 1910. 
M, ISVOLSKY and myself had a short conversation this morning on Persian 
affairs, I told him that I had heard that the officer commanding the regiment lately 
at Ardebil was coming to St. Petorsburgh, His Excellency said that he had alrendy 
arrived, I remarked that I presumed he would report on the question of Russian 
troops in Persia, M, Isvolsky replied that he had been summoned here precisely for 
that purpose, and that the whole question would be examined at the noxt ini 
what [ propose to term the Persian Committee. I said that I trusted that it would be 
found possible to withdraw the troops from Kazvin, His Excellency said that, ho 
hoped to be able to effect that, provided that no fresh incidents or manifestations 
occurred in the meanwhile. 
He asked if Thad any news as to the advance. d that I believed that the 
Government were discussing the matter i ith the Medjliss, but the 
opposition to our conditions seemed to be considerable. I supposed! the Persian 
Government would try to scrape together some funds from one source or another, 
seemed to me that eventually they must apply for the payment of the advan 
and we could wait quietly till they did so. 
that heard that the German Government were thinking of making another 
protest against the employment of Frenchmen as assistants in the Financial Depart- 
ment. MM, Isvolsky read to me the telegram which M. Poklewski had sent him on the 
subject, in which it was stated that Count Quadt had informed him that Baron 
vou Schin intended to “protest energetically.” Count Pourtalds had as yot said 
nothing on the subject, but he presumed he would shortly receive a communication. 
He considered it @ serious matter, and was a little puzzled what to say to Count 
Pourtalés when the latter broached the subject. Of course, he would give no formal 
written reply without previous consultation with His Majesty's Government. 
T said I believed Sattar and Bagher Khans had been called to ‘Tehran. Tis 
Excellency said he had no information on the subject. 
Thave, &. 
‘A, NICOLSON. 




















[8783] + No. 363, 
Sir G. Bardlay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 14.) 
(No. 108,) . 


(Lelegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 14, 1910, 

SITUATION in the south, 

Please refer to my telegram No, 101 of the 11th March, and to previous 
correspondence. : E ‘ 

Sardar Assad is, I find, cognisant of the negotiations that are being carried on 
between Sowlet-ed-Dowleh and oiher chieftains, but he affects to treat them as without 
importance, Sardar Assad has assured the Kashgai deputy in Tehran that Sowlet 
will not be deprived of his position as chief of the tribe so long as he continues his 
allegiance to the central Government, 

Unless the Sheikh of Mohammerah makes a further complaint, I hesitate to bring 
this side of the question before the Minister of the Interior, but I'shall warn sheikh, 
through His Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah, to abstain from intrigue with vali of 
Pushti-ku 

Much should have been done towards alleviating situation and calming the 
approhensions of the sheikh, if the Minister of the Interior can sueceed in convincing 
Sowlot that he is not seeking to bring about his downfall, 





(8935) No. 363%. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 14.) 
(No, 109, 
(iRigart ic) P. ‘Tehran, March 14, 1910. 

REFERRING to my telegram No, 99 of tho 9th Mare ng Minister for 
Foreign Affairs informs me verbally that Persian Government will allow ,the Oil 
Company's launch to ply temporarily on tho Upper Karun, and asks for what period 
permission is necessary. I replied that the period depended on the requirements of 
the concession, Ie stiggested that the permission should cover the space of one year. 

‘As the launch is expected at Mohammerah in a day or two, and the local agents of 
the company threaton to elaim 6001, a-day for delay, the matter is urgent. 

Tt { insisted on permanent permission, the case might have to be referred to. the 
Medjliss; great delay would in any case occur. Ihave therofore agreed to the period 
he suggested, not, however, without stating that I should expect the renewal of the 
permission at the end of the period agreed upon. - 





(8936) No. 364. 


Sir @. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received March 14.) 

(No. 110,) 

(elographic.) P. 
GURMAN-PERSIAN relations, 
Please refer to your telegram No. 45 of the 5th March, and Sir A. Nicolson’s 

telegram No. 86 of the 10th Mach, Sir R. Rodd has written to tell me that one 

Tueto is coming here, aud I believe he, not Castelli, is the agent of the Deutsche 

Bank. 
lis Bxcellency adds that he has given a letter of introduction to me to Ruete, 

who claims to be interested in reconciling the commercial interests of Great Britain 

and Germany. ‘The gentleman has said that his object in coming to Persia is to collect 

information for the Deutsche Bank, J 
Ruote now lives in England, though formerly he resided in Egypt, where he 

represented the Doutsche Orient Bank. 


Tehran, March 14, 1910. 
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(8954) No. 365. 


Sir A. Nicoleon to Sir Haward Grey —(Received March 14.) 
(Wo. 93,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
MY telegram No. 92 of the 13th March. 
attitude with regard to Persian affairs. 
chief anxiety is lest the agent of the Deutsche Bank should obtain at 
‘Tehran a promise of a railway concession, Russian interests would be very seriously 
affected by the grant of such a concession, which would be much more difficult, to 
prevent than the acceptance of a money advance from the Germans, ‘To. block tho 
prciget of @ money advance the Russian yoto and our resent joint warning to the 
Persian Government could be utilised, 
I think M. Isvolsky may be foreed, in order to avoid the granting of the railway 
concession, to discuss with the Germans the Bagdad Railway question, a prospect 
ich he does not much relish in the present circumstances. 
If M. Isvolsky complies with my request to be furnished with a copy of the 
German communication I will send you the principal passages of that document by 
telegraph. 


St. Petersburgh, March 14, 1910, 





[8952] No. 366. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 14.) 
St, Petersburgh, Mareh 14, 1910, 


Disquieting news continues to reach M, Isvolsky from 'Tabreez, I can see that 
Excellency finds it diflicult to resist the pressure which is being brought to bear 
im, emanating chiefly from the Viceroy of the Caucasus, to reinforce the troops 
‘abrocz, ‘The news sent by His Majesty’s consul-general at, Tabreez, which 
ed to M. Tavolsky, failed to reassure him, and his Excellency doubts 
possible to induce Satiar and Bagher Khans to go to Tehran, Yesterday he 
told mo that he would lay before the Committeo on Persian Affairs the proposal that 
the Russian troops should be withdrawn from Kazvin, 
‘The person chosen as the new Governor-General of Khorassan is not acceptable to 
M. Isvolsky, and his Excellency is annoyed because he was appointed without the 
Russian Legation having been previously consulted, 


— SS sss s==E==S SS 
(8745) No. 367. 


- Sir Baveard Grey to Sir A, Nicoleon. 

‘No. 126.) 

(sien Foreign Ofico, March 14, 1910, 
ERMANY and Persia, 

Following points were raised by Count Metternich in conversation to-day. A Joan 
to Persia should, he said, provide for satisfnction of claims of German subjects arising, 
out of late distrbances, since such provision was at our disposal for satisfaction of 
British claims out of our loans or other payments to Persian Government, German 
claims amounted to 10,0001, T informed him that he was mistaken, and that not even 
interest on our loans, much less British claims, were being paid at present or would 
now be paid out of our advance to Persia, which would be entirely expended in the 
restoration of order in that country. 

Claims of foreigners and debts of Persian Government might, I said, come into 
consideration later if large loan was raised. 

He further advanced, as a claim quite consistent with the position established by 
the Anglo-Russian convention, that Germany should receive equal rights with other 
neutral Powers in the event of Persian Government employing subjects of such Powers 
in her administratio 

He only raised a definite objection when I pointed out that the employment of 
Sr aoe officials in the Ministry of Finance was the only question of that 

704 80 
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nature now pending. He then urged that such a course would place Persian finances 
oxelusively under French control. 

Please inform me how M, Isvolsky proposes to answer German Ambassador. I 
haye reserved my reply to Count Metternich. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 92 of the 13th March. 





(8745) No, 368. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
Foreign Office, March 14, 1910. 


(No. 127.) 
(olegeaphic) _P. 
GERMANY and Persia, 
If German interference is to be averted the first step must be to awake in Persia a 
feeling of confidence and good-will towards Russia, ‘To gain this end the departure of 
the troops from Kazvin is necessary, Why should not Russia promise that, provided 
the joint advance is accepted, together with the six conditions attached, she will 
withilraw the force? Surely this would advance matters, 
man complaint, we should be fully justified in resisting it if the 
ry of Finance were to be English or Russian, but in the case of 
nchmen our position is somewhat weak, and it might be well for the Persian 
Government to drop of employing them. Conclusion of oan must be helped 
‘Volran by every possible means, and a too rigi 
any. 
3st) your telograan No, 02 of the 18th March, 


tence on all the conditions 


Sir Bavward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
Foreign Office, March 14, 1910, 


Reforence is to your telogram No, 93 of to-day. 

As to the question of concessions, soe the suggestion made in my imme- 
preceding covers it, ‘The chance of averting interference in 
by th rgely depends on the speedy establishment of cordial relations 
n Russ nd an understanding between the two Governments may 

bo offected on tho basis of a withdrawal of Russian troops. 





[8975] No. 370. 


‘ Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 
146, 
Constantinople, March 10, 1910, 
WITH roference to your telegram of the 24th ultimo, Lhaye the honour to report 
that to-day callod on the Persian Ambassad nformed him that the question of 
his reall to Tehran with a view to his being eventually charged with « miss 
Loudon and St, Petersburgh in order to endeavour to bring about a more friendh 
understanding appeared to His Majesty's Government to be one which concern 
Han is Cloyernment, add ‘that Flin Biajery'é Goveramont could! ot give the 
assurances asked for, 
My Russian colleague, who only @ day or two ago received instructions somewhat 
anilogous to those sent by you, has also informed the Persian Ambassador of the views 
jovernment. a 
ambassador, on receiving my communication, observed that under the eireum- 
‘was impossible for him to go to Tehran, and he would place his resignation in 
the hands of his Governmentand ask for the payment of the sums due to him and travel 
rope while awaiting oy His Excellency did not appear to be much concerned 
lution. ‘For a long time past the entire expenses of the embassy have 
been defrayed by him, and his Government owed him the sum of 10,0001. More- 
or, his Excellency consilered the condition of affairs in Persia to be very discouraging, 
as the Government was entirely at the merey of a group in Parliament which was 
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constantly insisting on the dismissal of a fresh Minister. ‘These were extremists who 
were desirous of establishing in Persia a Government on republican lines in which they 
would assume the entire power. Were he to proceed to Tehran, it would be likely 
that ho would no longer Bnd i power the Ministers who now wished ims % g> 
there to consult with him, and moreover his life would be in danger. His Excelleney 
seemed fully to realise that, if, ashe seemed to think was true, the Persian Government 
had declined to negotiate any further with the British and Russian Governments 
regarding the loan, there was little likelihood of any request made to Russia to with- 
draw her troops being favourably received. 

His Excellency then went on to speak of the Turkish attitude regarding the 
frontier. ‘The Porte had recently stated that a commission had been named, and waa 
ready to discuss the matter here with a commission appointed from Tehran, but as 
the Ottoman Government were apparently indisposed to state on what basis they 
would discuss, and as the names of the members of the committeo were those who 
were known to have very grasping views as to the frontier and inspired him with no 
contilence, he had, while forwarding the statement to his Government, expressed the 
view that the meeting of such a joint commission would be a pure waste of tine and 
would incar a vast expenditure fom the Persian Government, which could ill afford it, 

Although the Porte had stated that after the meeting of the commission here the 
frontier would be delimited by a commission on the spot, he himself was absolutely 
convinced that no arrangement could be come to directly hetween the Turkish and 
Bersiin. Governments, Tho Grand Visior bed fosiuuatat that bis Tzeelloney might 
be the Persian commissioner, but under no conditions would he accept the appointment, 
for he would only be accused by his countrymen of being a traitor, What. ‘Turkey 
would have been ‘prepared to agree to in 1908 they would not have agreed to in 1909, 
and what they would have agreed to in 1909 they would indubitably reject now. As 
Persia became weaker and more disorganised, so the demands of the ‘Tirkish Government 
with regard to the frontier would increase, 

Thave sent @ copy of this despatch to Tehran. 

Thave, &, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 





9020) No. 371. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 15,) 
(No. 111.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Teliran, March 15, 1910, 

PLEASE: refer to your tolegram No. 52 of the 12th March, 

‘To-day the Russian Minister and Tare presenting notes to the Persian Government 

instructed in your telegram above mentioned. ‘The two notes are 
that in the Russian note article 14 of the loan contract is cited, 

The Minister of Finance has very confidentially communicated to me that offers of 
financial assistance have been made to the Persian Government by others as well as 
by the international syndicate, and his emissary, when pressed, admitted that there 
had been an offer from Germany, to which no attention was being paid, Whether this 

made by the Ge jovernment or by private individuals is not clear. ‘This 
ion F have made known to the Russian Minister 
wakes me spicious of Castelli, though, according to. the Italian 
ster, it is with the object of pressing a claim ‘against a Persian subject that he is 
in ‘Tehran. 


[8080] No, 372. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 15.) 

(No. 112.) 

(Telegraphic) P. ‘Tehran, March 15, 1910. 
HIS Majesty's consul at ‘Tubreez has sent me the following telegraphic 

communication : 


‘Please refer to my telegram No. 24 of the 13th March, in which I reported that 
the situation here had been grossly exaggerated, and that the Russian reinforcement 
should be delayed. 
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‘One hundred Cossacks, one battalion of infantry, together with two guns, have 
arrived at Russian Julfa. ‘The Cossacks, the guns, and to companies of the infantry 
battalion have advanced over the frontier to Persian Julfa, where, in obedience to 
orders issued to them not to leave that place, they are at prosent encamped.” 





{9090} No. 373. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdtward Grey. —(Received March 15.) 
(No. 113,) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 15, 1910, 





NEWS has been received by the Persian Government that the Russian force 
mentioned in my telegram No. 112 of this morning as having crossed to Persian Julfa 
has returned to Russian Julfa, having received instructions to that effect. 

T learn from M. Poklewsky that orders have been issued to the effect that no 
further advance on ‘Tabreoz is to be made without fresh instructions, My Russi 
colleaguo has also given the Persian Government three days for the recall of Bagher 
and Sattar khans from the town, and he considers that the question of the disarming 
of their followers can bo debated later, if once the two khans leave. 


























[9091) No. 374. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mareh 15 





(is 95.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 


St, Petersburgh, March 15, 1910. 
ATTITUDE of Geri 


any towards Persian affairs, 
I mot M, Isvolsky this afternoon, after he had attended the Duma debate on the 
Poroign Office budget, and had a rview with him before he loft for ‘Tsarskoo 
Selo to present to the Emperor his weekly report, I had embodied in a private 
memorandum the substance of the conversation which you had had with the German 
Ambassador, and your views as to the line which the two representatives should adopt 
at Toran, and Left this document with his Excellency. He promised to send a reply 
when ho had looked into the matter. He also promised to give me, very shortly, a 
copy of the communication sent to him by the German Ambassador here, and 
remarked that it was very inuch stiffer than the language which Count Metternich had 
used to you. 
“‘Isvolsky then turned again to the subject of Tabreez, and said that he 
continued to receive disquieting news from that place, while it had been announced in 
public telegrams that Sattar and Bagher Khans had refused to obey the summons to 
Tehran. Ho said that he would hold his hund fora few days, but if the Persian Govern= 
ment had done nothing hy that time, then it was possible that steps would have to be 
taken to strengthen the Russian force at Tabreez, I said that I presumed that the 
troops would not be moved unless some incident occurred ; and Tadded that our consul 
at Tabreoz had exprossed the opinion that any attack on Russian establishments, or on 
tho Russian troops, was highly improbable. M, Isvolsky said that such reassuring reports 
were all very well, but that the elements from the Caucasus were a danger, and no reliance 
could be placed on thom. T observed that our most pressing and most important work 
was to checkmate tho moves of Germany at Tobran, and the best means of effecting 
this wore indicated in the memorandum, which I was leaving with him 

fear that unless the fedais calm down, and unless the two khans can be induced 
to leave Tabree M. Isvolsky will find it very difficult to withstand pressure for the 
despatch of reinforcements to that place. 

Tam more hopoful as to the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Kazvin. 





























































[9213] No. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 





(No. 88) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 15, 1910. 

I INFORMED Count Benckendorff to-day of my conversation with Count 
Metternich about Persian affairs, as described in my telegram No. 126 of the 
Mth March to you. 
















I urged upon Count Benckendorft the bad effect which the news that fresh 
Russian troops had crossed the frontier at Julfa would have. It would make the 
Persians still more intractable and more anxious to turn to other Powers. ‘The troops 
at Kazvin appeared to me to be the key to the whole situation. If the Russian 
Government were willing to withdraw these troops, I thought, they would be able to 
settle the whole matter of the advance. In my opinion, we might drop the condition 
as to the employment of additional French officials in the Financial Department. If 
we were demanding the employment of Russian or British officials in this department 
vwe should be on strong ground against the German complaint, as wo were the creditors 
of Persia and therefore had a special interest in the security for our loans. But we 
were not on strong ground in demanding that the Persians should employ Frenchmen 
to the exclusion of Germans. 

Count Benckendorff raised no objection to what I had urged about the withdrawal 
of the Russian troops from Kazvin, and he seemed to recognise fully the force of 
the arguments against their continued presence in Persia, 











Tam, &, 
EB. GREY, 
[9095] No. 376. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 
(No. 134.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, March 13, 1910, 


ON receipt of your teleg 





in No. 118 of the Sth instant I forwarded an aide- 
mémoire to M. Isvolsky, exp!: ng the propositions which had been made to Messrs, 
Baravel by tho International Syndicate, “I pow have, the lionour te forward copy of a 
reply which I have received from the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
Thave, &, 

‘A. NICOLSON. 








Enclosure in No. 376. 


Aide-mi 





noire communicated to Sir A, Nicolson by M. Isvoleky, 





- LE Gouvernement Impérial partago entitrement Vayis du Cabinet de Londres 
exposé dans l'aide-mémoire de l’Ambassade britannique du 24 février (9 mars), annéo 
courante, au sujet d'une proposition qui a été faite par le Syndicat international & 
Messrs. M, Samuel de fournir & ln Perse un emprunt de 600,001 Vu que le payor 

dus par le Gouvernement persan & la Banque d'Escompto et do Préts 
vement pas avec la régularité nécessaire, le Gouvernement. russe no 
saurait admettre que la Perse engage les quelques sources de revenus dont elle dispose 
encore. En outre, le Gouvernement, rasso no pourrait pas admettre Vinstitution d'un 
contrile autre que Ie sien sur des sources de revenus situées dans In zono nord do In 
Perse. En conséquence, des instructions ont été envoyées au Ministre do Russie & 
‘Tehéran le chargeant de se mettre d’accord avec son, colligue d’Angletorro pour 
déclarer au Gouvernement persan que, tant que les arriérés des payements dus 2 Ia 
Russie et & l’Angleterre ne seront pas intégralement versés aux deux banques, les deux 
Gouvernements ne peuvent pas consentir A ce que des sources de revenus queleonques 
de Ta Perso soient affectées la garantic d'un emprunt autre quo 'avanco qui ost 
négocide actuellement. Pour faire au Gouvernement persan In ddclaration dont. il 
‘agit, M. Poklewsky se basera principalement sur Varticle 14 du contrat rolatif & 
Yemprunt de 1900, en vert duquel le Gouvernement du Schah s'est engags de 
x’émettre aucun emprunt extérieur, en fonds d’état ou valeurs garanties, & moins d’uno 
entente préalable ave le Gouvernement russe, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, lo 27 féorier (12 mars), 1910, 























(704) 8P 
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[9199] No. 377. 
Mesers Samuel and Co, to Foreign Ofice.—(Received March 16.) 


Shell House, 104-5, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
Sir, London, March 14, 1910. 

WE are obliged to you for your letter of the 12th instant, from which we see it is 
quite clear that, at the prosent’ moment, we cannot undertake any financial business 
for the Persian Government. Should there be any change in the position of affairs, 
owing to the Persian Government making up the arrears in their payments to His 
Majesty’s and the Rnssinn Goveraments and to the banks named by you, we should 
esteem it a fayour if we could have information to this effect, in order that we may 
take up the matter once again, 


We remain, &c. 
M. SAMUEL anv Co. 


[9201] No. 377°, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reecived March 16.) 
(No, 114.) 
(Lelegraphic.) P. 
INTERNATIONAL Syndicate. 
In continuation of my telegram No, 111 of the 15th March, I have the honour to report 
that my Russian colleague and I yesterday handed our notes to the Prime Minister owing 
to the disorganisation of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs consequent upon the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs’ dosire to resign. We expressed our surprise verball 
that the Persian Government should have been engaged secretly in negotiations witl 
the above-mentioned syndicate, and wo asked that a reply to our condi 
joint advance should be made to Reply of Persian Government woul 
Minister gave us to expect, be in the form of an enquiry regarding the conditions on 
which the to Governments would grant the larger loan mentioned in condition 6, 
'y for eonversion purposes. 
M. Poklewski took the opportunity of declaring to Prime Minister that the Russian 
Government could not admit that the Sources of revenue in the Russian sphere should 
‘be under any eventual ontside control except that of Russia, 


Tehran, March 16, 1910. 





(9202) No. 373. 


Tehran, March 16, 1910, 
ian colleague has made representations respecting the most unsuitable 
appointment of the new Governor-General of Khorassan. In this connection please 
seo last paragraph of Sir A. Nicolson's telegram No, 94 of the Mth inst 
Tnow learn that it has been cancelled in consequence of M. Poklewski's action. 





(9222) No, 379. 
oz) Sir As Nicolson to Sir Batward Grey.— (Received March 10.) 
(0, 97.) 

(ious hic.) P. 
GERMANY and Persia, 
As I thought the views which I expressed to M. Isvolsky yesterday would be the 
bettor of a little reinforcement, I this morning addressed to his Excellency a private 
letter, in which I laid stress on the complications which would ensue if a third Power 
ate in the Persian question, T argued that the ouly way to obviate this 
lity was to induce the Persian Government to accept, withont delay, our joint 
i¢e, together with the conditions attaching to it, 1 said that it was most 
desirable that something should be done to the suspicions and remove the 
hesitations, both of the Medjliss and of the Persian Government. I said that an 


‘St, Petersburgh, March 16, 1910. 
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excellent effect would almost certainly be produced if the Russian troops were recalled 
from Kazvin, and I suggested that their recall might be promised, conditionally, on the 
acceptance of our advance. I begged that reinforcements should not be’ sent to 
Tabreez, pointing out that all hope of the acceptance of our conditions might be 
destroyed by such a step, and that the Persians might thereby be induced to turn to a 
third Power. I said that, according to the information which had reached me, the 
Russian troops and Russian institutions at Tabreez were in no danger of an attacl 

and I urged, finally, that any appeal on the part of Persia tothe goodwill and assistance 
of a third Power would bring about a much more difficult situation than that at 
present existing at Tabrecz, and one which would be of a more permanent character. 


[9091] No. 380, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 

(No. 57) 

(elegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION at Tabreez, 
Please refer to telogram No, 95 of 15th March from St. Petersburgh. 

It is very desirable that Sattar and Bagher Khans should at once leave the town, 
and every effort should be made by the Persian Government to bring this about, 


Foreign Office, March 16, 1910. 


[9217] No. 381. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
No, 132.) 
‘elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 16, 1910. 
ERMANY and Persia 
Isyolsky, so I am informed by Count Henckendorff, considers it probable that 
the German Government will ask that the conditions attached to our joint. advance 
should be communicated to them, and enquires my views, He is himself prepared to 
communicate them. I replied that I had no objection to the German Government, 
being told d titre d'information, but that in that case he would have to answer the 
objections raised by them, since they probably only desired to know the conditions 
oflicially in order that they might take exception to them, They are, no doubt, already 
acquainted with the conditions through Persian channels, 


(9218) No. 382. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 133.) 
(elegraphic.)  P. 
IUSSIAN troops in Persia, 
Thave represented strongly to Russian Ambassador that to reinforce the troops at 
‘Tabreez while at the same time not withdrawing the force from Kazvin would produce 
a most unfortunate impression. I pointed out that the prolonged retention of the 
Kazvin force was most dillicult to explain adequately. 


Foreign Office, March 16, 1910. 


(9431) No, 383. 
M, Isvolsky to Count Benckendorff—(Communicated to Foreign Osfice March 17.) 


ret.) 
ia raphique.) Saint-Pétersbourg, te 4 (17) mare, 1910. 

NOUS aimerions connaitre le sentiment de Sir Edward Grey au sujet du 
mémorandum allemand dont nous yous transmettons d'autre part lo texte} nous 
aimerions savoir anssi si pareille démarche a été également faite 4 Londres. 

De notre cdté, nous sommes portés & y voir une tentative dans le but de nous 
amener & une reprise des négociations concernant le Chemin de Fer de Bagdad, plutit 
qu'une intention sérieuse de la part du Gouvernement allemand @intervenir dans les 

e3 persanes, 
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Nous n'en serons pas moins obligés de donner au Gouvernement allemand des 
explications complémentaires concernant la question des sept Frangais qu'il s'agit 
engager & titre dadjoints du conseiller financier. En plus des considérations 
exposées dans ma précédente lettre, nous serions davis d’ajouter que dans la condition 
posée par nous & co sujet A propos de Vavance, nous avions en vue le nombre des 
adjoints et non leur nationalité, et que les Frangais étaient reconnus comme convenant 
Je mieux comme compatriotes de Bizot. 

Si dans la suite il se trouvait nécessaire de faire A co sujet une concession & 
VAllemagne, nous serions davis d'admettre le remplacement des Francais par des 
Belges, des Suisses, ou des sujets d'autres pays complétement neutres. 

Pour co qui est du Chemin de Fer de Bagdad, nous serions disposés & répondre au 
Cabinet: de Berlin que, quoique tout disposés & examiner cette question conjointement 
avec |’ Angleterre et Ja France, nous ne nous refusons cependant pas & des uégociations 
directes avec I'Allemague, ainsi que cela a été mentionné dans Paide-mémoire remis & 
TAmbassadour d’Angleterre le 12 décembre dernier. 

Veuillez nous télégraphier le résultat de votre conversation avec Sir Edward 
Grey, 


Enclosure in No. 383. 
German Memorandum communicated to Russian Government, 


(Tbs Confidenticl.) 

ON no saurait interpréter Ia résorve que ‘Allemagne a observée en Perse comme 
ai lo Gouvernement allemand avait cossé d'envisazer la Perse comme pays indépendant, 
dans loquel VAllemagne a le droit de régler les questions qui Tintéressent, sans 
prendre en considration les intéréts de tierces Puissances. Le Gouvernement russe 
avait propos au Gouvernement allemand un arrangement relatif aux affaires de Perso 
ot au Chemin de Fer de gne sétait montrée disposée & entrer en 
pourparlers, Cependant, depuis la fin de 1907 le Gouvernement russe n'a plus fait de 
communication i co sujet. Aucontraire, ila agi dans plusieurs cas d'une fagon qui 
parait ne pas tenir suffisamment compte des intérdts de V'Allemagne. Llengagement 
au service porsan do sopt Francais en qualité dadjoints de Bizot parait tre uno 
condition essentielle pour Vemprunt. Cette condition remplie, VAllemagne serait 
oxclue d'une partie des plus importantes de Vintérieur de la Perse, tandis que la France 
y serait admise, co qui ne manquerait pas de froisser VAllemagne, Lo Gouvernement 

ersan, de son c6té, serait sans donte tont disposé A demander & VAllemagne des agents 
différents, Quant an Chemin de Fer de Bagdad, le Gouvernement russe paralt 
continnor A Gire partisan de ions & quatre, co que le Gouvernement allemand a 
en principe déclaré no pas pouvoir admettre. Lattitude de la Russie dans ces 
uestions ne semble guere empreinte de la provenance & laquelle Allemagne 
slattendait apros avoir observé en Perse la réserve la plus k Le Gouvernement 
allemand fait connaitre que cette réserve ne saurait aller jusqu’ empécher toute 
tontative ieux commerciaux et financiers allemands de chercher en Perse un 

Voild. pourquoi le Gouvernement allemand ne s'est pas opposé & ce 
qu'un agentde la Deutsche Bank se rende prochainement en Perse pour faire un voyage 
(information & Bagdad par Khandkine, 





(9256) No. 384. 
India Ogice to Foreign Office. (Received March 11.) 


India Office, March 16, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 9th instant on the subject of the relief of the naval Maxim gun 
detachment at Shiraz, Viscount Morley will bear in mind the wishes of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, and the Goverament of India will be instr 
he prepared to relieve the detachment as soon as His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran 
advises that it is possible to do so, half the cost being charged to Imperial funds. 
Sir G, Barclay will doubtless at the same time be requested to consider whether it may 
not be possible to withdraw the detachment altogether, an object that Lord Morley 
thinks of great importance from the Indian point of view. 

Tam, &e, 
R. RITCHIE. 





2a 
[9331] No. 334%. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 17.) 

(No. 116.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 17, 1910, 
PLEASE refer to my telegram No, 15 of the 14th Jannary last, 

Three extra months have been added to the period of contract between the prosent 
Financial Adviser and the Persian Government. This arrangement under the 
circumstances is perhaps the best that could be made, as the adviser is not agreeable 
to « complete two years’ renewal, and before the end of these additional three months 
itshould become known whether the Persian Government intend to engage the seven 
French assistants, or whether a successor is to be appointed to M. Bizot~ 

For some time past M. Bizot has been anxious to return to France, and he has 
now heen granted three months’ leave of absence, He is leaving to-day, but should 
the financial assistants be engaged he will return and start them in their work, 





(9335) No. 385. 
No, 117) SiO: Barelay to Sir Hateard Grey.—(Ressived March 1.) 
fo. 117. 
(ogee) P. Leliran, March 17, 1910. 


IN reply to your telegram No, 57 of tho 16th March, Tam assured by the Sardar 
Assad that Bagher and Sattar Khan start to-day from Tabreez. x 





[9336) No. 386. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Roceived March 11, 
(No. 118.) y ons ee 
(Telegraphic) Pe Telivan, March 17, 1910, 

PERSIAN Prime Minister has denied to my Russian colleague that Germany had 
offered Persia financial assistance, allusion to which I made in my telegram No. 111 
of the 15th instant. I consequently enquired further of the Finance Minister, who 
informed me that the offer came from private individuals, but that, were the matter 
investigated, there would be little doubt that the individuals in question had received 
encouragement from official quarters. So had he beon of this that, realising 
fully the madness of dallying with another Power, he had taken no notice of the 
offer. So long as he remained Minister of Finance, he added, there would be no 
financial engagements between Germany and Porsia, 


A salutary impression has, T believe, heen made by the warning of the two 
Governments, 





(9337) No, 387. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey — (Received March 17.) 


(No. 119.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. . Telwran, Mareh 7, 1910. 
_, LN the course of a conversation with Mr. Churchill to-day, the Minister of Hinaneo 
said that, great though the immediate need of money was, such was the present state 
feeling that to present our conditions to the Medjliss would bo quite usoless, 
present form that body would be certain to reject them. 


_ ister of F was advised by Mr. Churchill to make a communication 
in this senso to the two legations, 





[1703] 
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(9339) No, 388. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 17.) 


(No, 98, Confidential.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, March 17, 1910. 

AVITUDE of Germany towards Persian affairs 

My telegram No. 93 of the 14th March. Following is a summary of the more 
important passages in the German communication to the Russian Government, a copy 
of which has been given to me confidentially by M, Isvolsky : 

With reference to the memorandum of the 18th January, in which the Russian 
Government expressed their satisfaction at the recognition by the German Government 
of the special position of Russia and England in Pe Government 
points out that Russia must not interpret the reserved attitude which Germany has in 
fact adopted in Persia as indicating that Germany has ceased to regard Persia as an 
independent Power or as a country in which she has the right to settle questions of 
interest to herself, quite independently of the interests of third Powers. ding to 
the German view, the Anglo-Russian Convention has not changed the n in 
Persia. ‘The principle of liberty of commerce for all nations has been asserted 
by England and Russia, and an arrangement with regard to Persi rs and the 
Bagdad Railway had been proposed by Russia herself to the G ernment. 
Germany had been quite prepared to discuss an arrangement of such a kind, but no 
communication on the subject has been received from the Russian Government since 
the ond of 1907. On the contrary, on several occasions the Russian Government have 
acted in a manner ealeulated to give the i n that they did not sufficiently 
consider Germany's legitimate desires 

‘Nhe communication then. makes mention of the proposed appointment of French- 
men as financial advisers, and says that if this intention is carried out, an important 
ranch of the Persian administration will be closed to Germany, It states that the 
Persian Government, if it were not certain that Russia would make difficulties, would 
without doubt be quite ready to ask Germany to furnish finaneial agents. 

With regard to the Bagdad Railway, the German Go 
Deginning declared that negotiations @ quatre were inadmissible, while the Russian 
Government appear to persist in their partisanship for that method of dealing with the 


1 goes on to observe that the attitude of Russia in the two 
juestions indicated above does not seem to the German Government to he marked by 
that consideration which Germany, after the loyal reserve which she had observed in 
Persian affairs, consi at she had a right to expect. ‘The German Government, 

n Government to know that this reserve in Persian affairs 
emnot be maintained to sucl tas to hamper the efforts of commercial 
and financial circles to find in Persia an outlet for their activity. These are the 
considerations which led the German Government to offer no objection when the 
Deutsche Bank expressed their intention of sending an agent to make a journey of 


investigation to Bagdad by way of Khanikin, and when they chose M, Said Ruete for 
that purpose, 





[9431] No. 389. 


Sir Bdicard Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 61.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. 
ASSISTANTS in Persian finance department. 
Tn view of attitude of German Government, who, as you will know from the 
telegrams exchanged, object to engagement of Frenchmen to’ the exclusion of persona 
of other nationalities, [should be glad to learn whether M, Bizot or his successor could 
work with Itussian or English officials, or, if there is no other way out of the 
difficulty, with subordinates chosen from some small neutral European State, 


Foreign. Offiee, March 17, 1910. 
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[9201] No. 390. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 134) 


(Pelegraphic.) _P. 
LOAN to Persian Government, 
In connection with telegram No. 114 of yesterday from Tehran you should suggest 


to. Tsvolshy that a reply shonl be given to the Persian Uovernment on the following 
ne: 


Foreign Office, March 17, 1910. 


‘That the two Governments cannot define the financial conditions which would bo 
attached to a large loan, as the decision of this point must depend to some extent on 
such circumstances as the stave of the money market at the time, but that they would 
exact no conditions of a political nature except that the expenditure of the Joxn should 
be under the control of the same commission as was by agreement entrusted swith the 
conirol of the ontlay of the joint advance, and that all claims of foreign Powers should 
be paid from the loan, 





(8524) No. 391, 
Foreign Office to Initia Office. 


; Foreign Office, March 17, 1910, 
T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he forwarded 

on the 17th January to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran copy of your letter of the 

13th of that month, together with copy of that of the 10th November Inst, with 

nstructions to present to the Persian Government, with the necessary explanat 

the accounts of the expenditure incurred in the construction of the Central Persia 

telegraph line. 

‘Tam to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram sent by Sir @, Barclay on the 
receipt of these instructions suggesting that, if the Persian Minister of 'Vefegraphs 
repeats a request which he has already made to be furnished with these accounts for 
use in the debate in the Medjliss which will shortly take place on the subject. of the 
Arabistan telegraph agreement, the claim for establishment made under article 2 of 
the convention of the Lith A ting to 61382, should be dropped, as. 
its inclusion wonld be likely to prejudice the chiances of ratification of that agreement 
by that Assombl 

Tam to stat n view of the arguments advanced by Sir @, Barclay, Sir B, 
Grey is disposed to recommend the suggestion to the favourable consideration of 
Viscount Morley if tho contemplated contingency should actually arise, 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLU, 





[8935] No, 392. 


Foreign Ofice to Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1910, 
WITH reference to my letter of the 12th instaut relative to the desire of your 
a lanneh and barges on the Upper Karun for the transport of 
n connection with the exploitation of their oil-ields, 'am directed by 
divard Grey to inform you that, according to a further telegram from 
lajesty’s Mis ‘shran, the Persian Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has 


stated that his Government will grant permission for the temporary use of the launch, 
asked for how long it will he needed. 
Sir G. Barclay las replied that this would depend on the requirements of the 
concession, and the Acting Minister has suggested that the permission should be given 
year. 
Barclay points out that, as the launch is expected to arrive at Mohammeral, 
ately and as the local agents of your company threaten to claim 5001, a-day for 


* No. 838, 
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delay, the matter is urgent, and that, if he insisted on the permission granted being 
porminent, the matter might have to be referred to the Mediliss, while in any case 
much delay would occur. tag 

He his therefore accepted the Acting Minister's suggestion, with the reserve that 
he will expect the renewal of the permission at the end of the year for which it is 

ranted. ¢ 
aon am to express Sir B. Grey’s hope that this arrangement, which appeara to him 
satisfactory, will mect the views of your company. 
Tam, &c. 


LOUIS MALLET. 














(9380) No. 393. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 18.) 





THE Under-Scoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated tho 15th March, relative to the naval detachment at Shiraz, 


India Office, Mareh V7, 1910, 





nclosure in No. 393, 


Viscount Morley to Government of India, 














(Welegraphic.) P, India Ofice, March 15, 1910, 

TI" is the desive of the Admiralty that naval detachment at Shira o 
as Sir G. Barclay advises that it can safely proceed. to coost be relieved by Indian 
troops. Its complete withdrawal may, I trust, be possible at same time, assume in 
tho meantime you might be ready to ellect relief if it were shown to be inexpedient to 
withdrav the inen. 



























(9429) No, 304, 


Ldward Orey.—(Rece 





Sir G, Barelay to Sir March 18.) 





No, 120.) 
‘elograph P. Tehran, Mareh 18, 1910. 


SATTAR and Bagher khan: 
Please refer to my telegram No, 117 of the 17th March. 


His Majesty's consul at Tabreoz telegraphs as follows 














“Order from contral Government to Sattar and I 

«diately was communicated yesterday by the Governor-General to the two khans. 

refused insolently, but appears to have made his departure conditional 

y. Tam informed that he demanded 10,000 tomans. There seems 

to bo some hope, however, of the matter being terminated satisfactorily and negotiations 
cling.” 


her to leave the town 




















[9432] 





’, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—{Received March 18) 
(Se 121) 
(Velographic,) P, 
SATTAR and Baghor khans, 
In continuation of my telegram No. 120 of to-day, I have the honour to transmit 
the following message received from His Majesty's consul at Tabreez -— 


‘Tehran, March 18, 1910. 
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“Governor-General has just officially informed my Russian colleague that Sattar 
and Bagher will leave Tabreez at 2 o'clock to-morrow (Saturday) afternoon, accompanied 
by horsemen. Governor-General also stated to M. Miller that the sum of 3,600 tomans 
was being given to them, of which 2,500 tomans were destined for their horsemen, and 
1,000 tomans for themselves.” 

































[9443] No. 396. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 18.) 
(No. 122.) 


(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, Mareh 18, 1910. 

IN reply to your telegram No. 61 of the 17th March, T have the honour to report 
that T have confidentially approached M, Bizot, and I find that he anticipates very 
great difficulties in any arrangement whereby a French adviser would have to work in 
conjimetion with assistants of any other nationality; but as youare aware (please refer 
to my despatch No. 4 of the 23rd January) he is of opinion that, in the event of the 
engagement of the seven foreign experts recommended in his report, a financial adviser 
will no longer be necessary. 








(9441) No. 397. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 





(Received Mareh 18.) 


St. Peteraburgh, Marek 18, 1910, 
OUR telexram No, 134 of the 17th March : Persian finances. 

I saw M. Isvolsky to-day, and lef with him a memorandum in, which I had 
embodied tho proposal of His Majesty's Goverment as Co the reply: which should be 
given to the Persian Government’ in the event of their enquiring as to the eonditions 
which the two Governments would attach to a large Ioan, M. Isvolsky said that he 
dersta He had received a telegram from the 
Russian Minister in Tehran, trom which it would appear that the Persian Government 
probably intended to drop the question of the smell joint ndvanco, and aak for the 

ate opening of negotiations for a big loan, If this course were adopted, the 
Government considered that the tw nmients must insist on attaching to 
the loan all the conditions which they were now demanding for the small advance, and 
more especially conditions Nos, 3 and 4, 

Tremarked that, in th 
rould obvious 


(No. 100.) 
Cig hic.) P. 
ct 




































es indicated, the view of the Russian Goyern- 













but added that T had not heard that there was 
part of the Persian Government to broach at ones the question of 


any 
a Targo loan, though 1 had heard Hhat the 
diti 





chances of the Medjliss acco} 


the cone 
is attached to our small advance were small or non-existent. 








(9449) No, 398. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received March 18.) 


(0. 101.) 
ie graphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, Mareh 18, 1910. 
ITUATION at Tabreez. 


., _ This afternoon, M. Isvolaky read me a telegram which had just come in, in which 
it was stated that Satiar Khun, in reply” to the second sumnisns to, prosged. to. the 
capital, had given a decided refusal, while Baghit Khan, a8 condition of his obeying 
the summons, had demanded a sum of 10,000 tomans, ‘The governor and ephreim 
pleaded their inability to resort to forcible measures, 

There is to be a meeting of the Persian Committee to-night, and M, Isvolsky much 
doubts whether he will be able to resist the pressure which will be brought to 
upon him to send reinforcements to Tabreez to strengthen the Russian detachment th 
His Excelleney said that at the meeting he would propose the withdrawal of tho Ka 

ree. 

M, Tsvolsky expressed the opini 
determined attifude on the part of the 

{1704} 















that more effect would be produced by a 
Russian Government than by any conciliatory 
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words, Tis Excelleney does not attach serious importance to the Medjliss though T 
pointed out that the Persian Government, if left to themselves, would probably have 
Tecopied their proposals for an advance, whereas the Mediliss had. been able te block 
them, His view is that it is the rabble which dominates the Medjliss 

T trust that M. Isvolsky will succeed in getting the foree withdrawn from Kazvin, 
but I fear that the reinforcement of the Tabreez. detachment is more than probable. He 
stated that, owing to lack of accommodation, &c., it was impossible to Keep troops at 
Tulfa for any length of time, and I suspect that any movement is more likely to be in a 
forward than a backward direction. 





[8503] No. 399. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 


(No, 62.) 
Foreign Ofice, March 18, 1910. 


(elegraphic,) P. 


SURTAX and road guards (see your telegram No. 25 of the 2nd January Inst). 

Your proposals as to surtax in all South Persian ports and as to rou guards have 
now been necopted by Board of Trade. You should urge Persian Government to 
figree, as soon as you find a favourable opportunity of bringing the subject forward. 





[8172] No. 400. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 118.) 5 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, March 18, 1910. 

LOAN to Persian Government, 

Wo are informed by Messrs. M. Samuel that they have been offered the option of 
making a loan to tho Persian Government. The offer comes from a company called 
“Mhe International Oriental Syndicate (Lin ‘The Joan is to amount to 200,000. 
fat once, and a further 300,000. to be advanced later. Messrs, Samuel know nothing 
of this syndicate. 

‘Tho security is to bo ax follows -— 

1, Interest held by Persian Government in D'Arcy oil concession. 

2, Mint profits, 

3, Receipts of postal and telegraph departments, after deducting that portion of 
thom pledged to tho Government of India in 1903 and 1904, and uncharged State 
reventios generally. 

Both the Anglo-Persian Oil Company and ourselves would enter 
objections to the first item on this list. 

‘Whe Persian nation would haye no power. to revoke this lonn, as both it and the 
securities pledged for it would receive the sanction of the Medjli 

Pho anxiety of the Persian Go t to proceed by way of private Joan in 
satisfying their financial needs explains the iability involved 
in proportion to the annual value of the securiti 

Tis believed that the Persian Government are in arrears in their payments to 
Russia it is certain that they are so in those to the Imperial Bank and His Majesty's 
Governtn Mhis being so, we can hardly see with equanimity the loss by the 
Porsian Government of their remaining assets. But although for these reasons we do 
not desire to give Messrs. Samuel any support, yet it would be preferable that they 
should make the loan than that some foreign bank, possibly German, should do so. 

‘© acquaint M, Isvolsky with the above, and suggest the following joint 
communication to the Persian Government: that the two Governments cannot sanction 
the pledging of any sources of public revenue. as security for advances other than the 
proposed jot advance so long as not only the two banks but also the two 
Governments are not receiving the payments due to them, and so long as negotiations 
are still proceeding for a joint advance. 

It would be undesirable to give fresh life to the prevailing agitation in Persia 
against Russia, and we hope, therefore, to avoid having recourse to the right of veto 
possessed by the Russian Government in virtue of the loan contract; but if the above 
Arguments should fail, I presume that that right would be applicable to this case. 
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{9222} No. 401. 


(No. 136) Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(Telegraphic. P. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia 

is Majesty's Government entirely approve language used by yout 

Wue S AGUA OE 


Poreign Ofice, March 18, 1910, 





(9429) No. 402. 


Sir Bdicard Grey to Sir A, Ni 
ea) -ard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
TEHRAN telegram No, 120 of to-day. 
uissian Government will, T hope, be disposed to allow a little ti inti 
Hoqatdiog departure of Sottsr'andl Bester hanes a: 


Foreign Ofive, March 18, 1910, 





(9431) No. 403. 


@. 90) Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
ir, A Foreign Office, March 18, 1910. 
an eg GAVE Count Benckendor to-day 8 memorandum, sain sony ia haloes 
oti views on the reply which M. Isvolsky proposed to give to the German 
said that, if M. Isvolsky agreed with it, I proposed to ik it 
Cont Aen ti peta Thad not yet given i final ile eeetass ets ee0te 
_ [added that if Germany wont further, and objected to the railway eonditi 
Doing mado with Persis, L thonglt, we ought. to bo. very stil about thoso, ea 
involved political and not commercial considerations, 3 
Tam, &e. 
B, GREY, 


(9431) No. 404. 
Memorandum communicated to Count Benckendorff, March 18, 1910, 


‘THE Secretary of State ix much obliged to M. Isvolsky for communicati i 
y e 9 M. Tavolsky ating to hin 
the note from the German Government respecting the ats of Persia aud Cees 
of the reply which his Exeelleney proposes w retirn to then. Sir Edward Groy has 
already informed Sir A Nicolson of the communication made to him by the Getmun 
Ambassador on the 7th instant 60 that he need not revert to that, point, but he is 
of the opportunity offered to him by M. Isvolsky of giving his views on the German 
commusieation ae ofthe manner in which it should bo annwered, 

e agrees with M. Iavols nking that it would be adviea er Uh 
Gerean Cl eruvelbenu tote rely ale ania ionleoreian) We finial 
assistants, but le feels that it would be inadvisable to say. that the two Governments 
in making this condition bad more in mind the question of numbers thon nutionaity, 
for it would open the door to a request for the employment of Gorman assistants, 
rene raul suewest that it would tos. well to expnoss reget that the explanations 
then flared aro sot sutifatory and to repeat that it was the Government of the 

hah who applied to the Freuch Government. on the advice of M. Bizot for tw 
n January 1909, ‘These two “adjomts” and a divector of registration 
or assistants were included in the condition recently. put before 


As the scheme of financial reforms was dra hy M. Bizot it isn 
was draw M. natural that le 
should recommend that it shouldbe carried out by Hrwichen, but neither the at 


* No. 404. 
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nor Russian Governments consider the appointment of four additional assistants to be 
fan indispensable condition of the advance. It is, indeed, doubtful whether they will be 
necessary at all. : i aes 

The Russian Goverment might express surprise at the objection put forward by 
thé German Government as they are not aware that they ever objected to the 
employment of Belgians in the customs. 

Wi rd to the German argument that the engagement of seven Frenchmen 
in the financial department would be injurious to German interests and would exclude 
Germany from an important part in the internal affairs of Persia and as to her 
warning that the attitude of Russia in this and che railway question must not go so 
far as to exclude German fivancial and commercial interests from Persia, it might be 
worth while to say that the establishment of the Persian finances on a sound 
is an indispensable preliminary to the maintenance of the economic and. pol 
independence of Persia and of the open door, and would benefit instead of injuring 
German and all foreign trade. . to 

(On the other hand, Germany accepted the special position of the two limitrophe 
Powers and it appears to follow thereform that these two Powers whose political and 
financial interests are more closely affected than those of any other Powers by the 
anarchy at present reigning in Persia, have the right and duty of giving advice to 
Persia in the matter of financial reform which is the basis of every other reform, 

‘As regards the Bagdad railway, Sir E, Grey has nothing to say except. that the 
answer proposed by M. Isvolsky appears to accord with the attitude we proposed to 
adopt to Russia anid France in connection with the Cassel Gwwinner negotiations. 

Sir B, Grey presumes that M. Isvolsky would not come to any final agreement 
connection with the Bagdad railway without giving him and the 
French Government an opportunity of expressing th i 

Edward Grey attaches some importance to the point respecting the employ- 
mont of Polgians inthe eustoms administration for i may have the effet of extracting 
from the German Government some admission to the effect that their objection woul 
not apply in the cise of subjects of a minor Power like Belgium, and this would afford a 
‘good way out of the difficulty. ae 


Foreign Opi 
























































March 18, 1910. 





No. 405. 


(9812) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay, 


Foreign Ogice, March 19, 1910. 





‘at Shiraz 

Tam informed ly AnglosJewish Ascosiation that an attack has been made by: 
fanatics on the stall of tho schools of the Alliance isradlite universelle at Shiraz, an 
that tho staff have taken refuge in His Majesty's consulate. ‘Their information comes 
to the association from Paris, 

You should do all you can, in concert with your French colleague, whom the 
alliance have telegraphed direct, to ensure the safely of the refugees. 








oo 


(9584) No. 406, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived March 20.) 
(No. 123,) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 20, 1910. 
Nit. SHIPLEY telegraphs that Sattar and Bagher khans set out from Tabreez at 
5 o'clock on the afternoon of the 19th instant. Each had fifty mounted followers and 
vere accompanied by-some of Yprim’s men and some Persian Cossacks, Basuiteh will 


be their first stage: it is two hours distant from the town, and there is a report that 
they may remain there for the Persian New Year’ 









Day, which falls in four or five days. 
‘he town is perfectly quiet, and no incident was caused by their departure. 
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19581] No. 407. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 20.) 
(No. 102.) 


Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIA. 

At an interview which I had with M. Isvolsky to-day, his Pxcellency informed me 
that the Russian troops which had been dispatched to Julfa have now been withdrawn 
to Erivan, and that it had been decided in principle by the Persian Committee here 
that the troops should also be withdrawn from Kazvin. M. Isvolsky is consulting 
M, Poklewsky as to whether some arrangement could not be come to, before the 
withdrawal is effected, involving the settlement of some minor questions outstanding 
between Russia and Persia, and the acceptance by the latter of our advance, 


St. Petersburgh, March 20, 1910. 











(9633) No. 408. 


Sir , Loucther to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Recoived Mareh 21.) 
(No. 148.) 
Sir, Constantinople, March 13, 1910, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of a note addressed by the 
Persian Ambassador on the 5th instant to the Sublime Porte, and a copy of which 
was communicated to me by his Highness, on the subject of the Turco-Persian 
frontier. 

T have sent a copy of this despatch to Tehran. 





Thave, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 





Enclosure in No, 408, 


Persian Ambassador to Sublime Porte, 
(Translation.) 
1 HAVE just beon informed by the Porsian Under-Secretary for Foroign Affairs 

that, in spite of the undertaking and assurance that the Ottoman troops should be 
ithdrawn from Nakidé and those parts of Persia recently wrongfully occupied, not 

have the said troops not yet returned from the Nakidé and Selduz distriots of 
, but numerous acts of aggression have taken place. Enzel, Bul, and, Azihé, 
hare integral parts of the Persian territory, have recently been occupied ; in 
ain parts of Urumia and Soujboulak customs duos have been levied, and taxes 
have beon taken from some of the villages; the Soujbonlak-Urumia rond has also been 
blocked, and the Tabreoz-Urumia road has also been cut and traffic prevented; and, 
48 was announced by telegraph some days ago, Sheikh Abd-ul-Kader, son of Sheikh 
Abstullah, is engaged in causing a great disturbance and trouble in Urumin and its 
surroundings. A translation of the telegram from my Ministry, relating to tho 
soilitious acts of the said Sheikh Abd-ul-Kader, was handed to your Hxeelleney during 
the course of the interview last Saturday, and I have the honour to beg your Excellency 
to send telegraphic instructions to the proper quarters for the said sheikh to be 
summoned to Constantinople at once; for the Ottoman troops to evacuate those parts 
of Persia which they recently occupied ; and for such acts as levying taxes on Persians 
and setting up customs dues to be immediately stopped. 


Mareh 5, 1910, 

























































{9719} No. 409. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 21.) 





187.) 

Sir, St, Petorsburglt, March 17, 1910, 
YESTERDAY the “Russ,” an advanced Libera! paper, published the following 

article on Russian troops in Persi 


‘Telegraphic information to the effect that Sattar Khan has decided to close the 
a ee by force, if necessary, so as to deprive the Russian troops there of 
1704] 88 
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all sources of provision, must be read with caution, as Sattar is scarcely likely to decide 
‘on a measure foredoomed to failure and therefore likely to reflect unfavourably on his 
Prestige. Such a closing of the buzanns would inflict-a serious blow on local trade, but 
the Russian troops would not snffer,as there must be neighbouring villages ready to sell 
‘the necessary provisions at a good market price, and Sattar Khan and his followers 
cannot prevent such provisions, if fairly bought, being delivered to the troops. If the 
‘attempt is made and violence is used the Russian troops may be trusted to meet the 
difficulty, Immediate steps should be taken for the, vietualling of the troops from 
Tiissia, without waiting for Sattar to carry out his threat. If this system were 
established the only losers would be the local contractors, An outbreak of bad tecling 
botweon the inhabitants and the Russian column at Tabreez would be most regrettable. 
Tt will be all the more regrettable if the necessity of securing. provisions for the troops 
Jewts to even the slightest repression, but. the guilt will rest with Sattar and his 
followers, who have evidently not yet grasped the reasons which compel the pres:no> of 
Tissian troops in Persia. At the’ present time Russian troops are to be found at ture 
slaces—Tabreez, Ardobil, and Kazvin—and all these places are less than 100. versts 
from the Russinn frontier or the shores of the Caspian, ‘the object of each coltimn is 
distinct. That at Kazvin is to ensure the safety of the foreign missions and oi the 
fornign population in general ut Tehran. At ove time, when there was a danger of 
Tahin Khan advancing on ‘Tehran, the importince of the column was very great. 
Now with tho fight of Rahim into Russian territory, it has lost its significance. ‘The 
Ardebil column wuards tl fie from Astara vit Ardebil_ and Surab to 
‘Tabreom As the Persian Government has up to the present done nothing towards 
subduing the Shahsevans, the presence of this column at Ardebil is absolutely 
necessary. Russian frontier posts in this region a eoted to constant attacks by 
Persian mountaineers, and every year some of tI ds fall victims to the bullets of 
‘ease when a Russian officer of the frontier guard was killed 
roma x ont, notwithstanding repeated assurances, 
have never paid compensation part from the patrolling of 
van route, mikes the withde column out of the question, Finally, 
force ix charged with keeping order in this commercial centre 

nportant trate mart for Russian goods in North-west. Persia, The Is 
‘ol the sowalled troops of Sattar and Bagher Khans, which are nothing: more 
than iplined horde of armed individuals, eompels our force to. prolong its stay 
aw Ti The denature of the Russian coluinn would be immediately followed by 
ivthat town, ‘Thus, the departure of the Russian troops 
h which the Persian Governwent takes measures for the 
The ean be any question of 
rcles this withdrawal has 


possible 
Miibreor should not be allowed to at any: a 
the Knavin force, ‘The departure of the troops from 1 would produce a 
favourable impression, not only in ‘Tehran but throughout North-west Persia, 
Thave, &e. 
A. NICOLSON. 





{9921) No. 410, 


Memorandum communicated to German Ambassador by M. Iavolsky.— (Communicated 
ee ae renin Oftee by Count Benckeidorf? Alara 21, 1910) 


SE. conformant strictement aux prineipes établis par la convention anglo-russe 
concornant Ia Perse, le Gouvernement Impérial n'a pas en en vue Wentraver de quelque 
fagon que ce soit la liberté de commerce a ons dans ce pays 

Lé Gouvernement Impérial ne peat néanmoins se départir du point de yue 
exposé dans Vaide-mémoire du Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres du 18 janvier et 
maintiont le principe en vertu duquel la Ru ngleterre, ayant de vastes intéréts 
ou Perso ot étaut plus affectées que toutes les noes par Panarohie actuelle 
Hoivont doce chef jouird'un droit prépondérat de guider la Perse de leurs conseils 

tide do réformes finaneidres—base de réforme, i wae 

Le Gouvernement russe eroit inutile Wailleurs d'insister sur ce point, le principe 
en question ayant été reconnu & plusicurs reprises par le Gouvernement allemand, 
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___,, Bu outre, la remise en ordre normal des finances persanes constitue une condition 
indispensable pour Je maintien de l'indépendanee politique et pour le développement 
économique de Ia Perse au profit de toutes les nations intéressées dans le commerce de 


ut en exprimant le regret que ses explications antérieures aient paru insuffisantes 

rnement allemand, le Gouvernement russe croit devoir constater i nouveau 
que c'est de sa propre initiative que le Gouvernement persan, sur le conseil de 
M. Bizot, s'adressa & a France demandint d'envoyer pour le conseiller financier deux 
adjoints. C'est justement de Vengagement de ces deux adjoints ainsi que d'un 
directour de registration et de quatre assistants qu'il est question en e@ moment, Le 
choix demployés francais pour ces postes n'avait é6 arrété que dans le but de 
fuciliter leur travail en commun avec M, Bizot et d'écarter la possibilité A Pavenir de 
diliérends entre ce dernier et ses futurs collaborateurs, 

Le Gouvernement russe croit également devoir attirer Yattention du ne 
ment allemand sur le fait que la Perse a actellement a son service nombre d'employés 
européens n'appartenant pas la nationalité frangaise, tels que les fonctionnaires 
belges, par exeniple, chargés de administration des douan 

Du reste, le choix définitif des adjoints du conseiller financier appartiont. au 
Gonvernement persin, qui ne s'est pas encore prononeé sur co point il ya de soi que 
siil exprimait le désir de choisir ses fonctionnaires ailleurs qu’en, Rrance le Gouvorne- 
ment russe n'y verrait pas d’objection. Le cas échéant, il serait nécessaire, afin de 
prévenir des complications ultérieures, que ces fonctionnaires, sils ne sont ai Russes 
ni Anglais, {ussent choisis parmi les sujets de Puissances secondaires, 

En ce qui concerne le Chemin de Fer, de Bagdad, si le Gouvernement russo n'a 
pas donné jusquiici suite aux pourparlers' engagés en 1907, c'est que dans: lentto- 
temps il a été question de négociations & quatre, & ce sujet et ‘que'le Cabinet de Saint- 
Pétersbourg, ignorant dailleurs que le Gouvernement. allemand était absolument 
contraire & do pareilles négociations, attendait Ia décision des. autres Pui 
intéressées sur co point, ‘Tout en tani, en effet, partisan de négoci 
Yensemble de la question, le ( ment. rhsse 


C08 
ns A qnatro, sur 
en méme temps tout prot & 


reprendre Jes pourparlers susmentionnés sur In base spéciale quia été fixe en 1907 


d'un commun accord. 





(9820) No. 411, 
Board of Trade to Poreign Office. (Received Mareh 21.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, March 19, 1910, 
WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the provision of road 
anis in Southern Persia, T am directed by: the Doar! of ‘eule-to. forward you 
for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter which they have 
from Messrs, H, C. Dixon and Co, 
Tam, &o. 
GEO, J, STANLEY, 


Enclosure in No, 411, 
Messrs, Dixon and'Co, to Board of Vrade. 


Whitworth House, Princess Street, Manchester, 
Sir, March 9, 1910, 
WE greatly regret to have to add to what we have previously written on the 
subject of the state of the caravan routes in Pensia a most unfavourable report just to 
hand from our firm in Bushire—Persian Gulf as follows :— 


“ We ask you to make a joint representation on your sido in the right diteotion ay 
you did before in respect to the bad condition of the roads, ‘The hire (mule hine for 
pieos goods) is rising fast, and the transport is scarce, ‘To-day's rates are 800 kruns up 
to 310 Kran per 730 Ib” ‘Tho Shitaz-Ispalian road is infested with robbsrs, and. ws 
think ne that something is done to end this state of affairs, ‘The Khans of 
Borasjoon and Daleky have paid a present of 50,000 krans jointly to Soulet-ed-Dowleh, 
who in turn bas instructed all imuleteers to travel from Bushire as far as Daleky, and 


































































‘om thenee change the route to Shiraz, vii Jereb. Tt comes to this, that in the near 
tury the muleteers have to travel zigzag to assist, the khans financially at the cost of 
the merchants. ‘Thing are going from bad to worse, and a strong action from your side 
is necessary—nay, imperative,” 

Our Bushino firm further point ont that the present taf i operating very unfairly 
and we would specially draw your attention to the customs duties on tea. In the old 
days, British importers did a good business in Java and Indian teas; but to-day this is 
‘all changed, and the tea business has fallen almost entirely into the hands of natives, 
who smuggle it into the country. On.a case of Java tea on the old tariff the duty used 
to be about 10 krans per case, whereas now it is about 80 krans a case, Needless to 
fay, the firms who now pay the 80 krans a ease cannot compete with the smuggled tea. 
We believe that this is well known to the British resident in Bushire. Te would be to 
the advantage of the Persian authorities to lower the duty on tea. ‘They would gain in 
roveime with the duties on tea, as it would not then be worth while to smuggle on such 
‘an extensive scale, 

‘We should be greatly favoured if yon would pass on our report to the proper 
quarters and let us know what progress ix being made towards the patrol of the Persian 
caravan. routes, 

ith our best thanks for your kind attention to this matter, we have, &e, 
Ne H, ©, DIXON axp Co, 





























(9804) No. 411". 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received March 21.) 
(No, 124.) ‘5 
(olographic.) P. Tehran, March 21, 1910. 


‘\ NEW Minister for Foreign Affairs has been appointed, by name Moavin-ed- 
Dowlih, He is not known to be pro-German. Personally I do not know him, but T 
believe ho is looked upon by the Russian Government in no unfavourable light. 

















(9805) No. Alt. 





‘Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received March 21.) 





(No. 125.) - 

(elegraphie.) P, Teliran, March 21, 1910. 
THAVE received a telogram from Mr. Grahame as follows :— 

larg 

the 








e foree, together with 
having raised a 


“Pho Governor-General of Ispahan is dispatching, 
somo guns, to take action against certain Karib Khan 
rovolt in Kumishah has novt some 1,600 followers.” 













(9863) » ALD. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Gre 


—(Reeeived March 21.) 





No, 105,) 
(toy hie) P. 
ATTITUDE of 


St Petersburgh, March 21, 1910. 















ssultation with yout 
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[9876] No, 413, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No 140.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, March 21, 1910. 

COUNT METTERNICH called to-day, and stated in conversation that German 

ment considered that the conditions which Great Britain and Russia were 
ig for the loan to Persia had the effect of excluding all foreign trade and 
reducing Persian independence to a mere cypher. His version of the conditions was 
an incorrect one. 

Thave not yet replied to his Excellency, but shall inform him to-morrow of the 
actual conditions of the loan. I shall point ‘out to him that the condition concerning. 
railways must be maintained in order to avoid the possibility of Persia admitting, 
without our knowledge, foreign control of a railway which might endanger our frontier 
or prejudice our political interests, but that it is not thereby intended to exclude the 
investment of foreign capital in Persian railways, 

Count Metternich’s version of the conditions contains two erroneous statements, 
‘The first is that wo are insisting that Persians shall only get any kind of concession 
when they can definitely prove that they are not being backed by foreign capital, ‘The 
second statement is equally inaccurate, and if it had been true the objections stated by 
Count Metternich would have been quite justifiable. I therefore think it advisable to 
inform him of the actual conditions, 














(9877) No. 414, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Foreign Office, March 21, 1910, 
ssistants in Persian Finance Department, 

T have given to German Ambassador explanation proposed by M, Iavolsky con- 
corning origin of scheme of employing Frenchmen as additional assistants, 1 also 
remarked that when Belgians were engaged in Persian Customs Department Germany, 
had offered no objection. 

Count Metternich remarked that it was one thing to entrust Persian Customs to 
subjects of a small neutral Power, and another to give « Great Power entire control of 
Persian finance, Tsaid that J saw his point of view, and thought there was something 
to be said for it ‘ 

















[863] No, 415. 


Sir Edward Groy to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 142.) 
(elographic.) 
JERMANY and Persian loan conditions, 
Language reported in last paragraph of your telegram No. 105 of to-day has my 
approval. I have no objection to suggestion that German Ambassador should be 
verbally informed. You may assure Minister for Foreign Affairs of fullest support of 
His Majesty's Government, 


Foreign Ogice, March 21, 1910, 








[9876] No. 416. 
Sir Kdward Grey to Sir H, Goschen,* 





jo. 64.) 

Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 21, 1910, 
THE German Ambassador told me to-day that it was alleged, according to what 

his Government heard, that four conditions had been stipulated for in connection with 

the proposed loan to Persia: ono prohibiting the building of a railway in Persia 

without Anglo-Russian consent; a second granting a monopoly of navigation upon 








* Also to Sir A. Nicolson, 
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Lake Urumia to Russia ; a third claiming that concessions in Persia should be granted 
only to Russian subjects in the Russian sphere, and only to British subjects in the 
British sphere; and a fourth laying down that Persians were to receive concessions 
only if they could prove that they had no foreign capital behind them. ‘The German 
Government felt that conditions such as these were contrary to the wording of the 
Anglo-Russian agreement, as well as to the assurances given to other Powers ay’ to the 
freedom of trade, Conditions of this sort would render Persian independence illusory 
and shut the door upon foreign commerce. 

I replied that, speaking from memory, I was sure that the conditions he had 
mentioned were not accurate, Iwould, however, refer again to the actual conditions 
‘hich wo wero proposing, a see the Ambassador about them on a future day. 

am, &e, 
E, GREY. 





(9877) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir B. Gosche 
(No. 65.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 21, 1910. 

TTOLD the German Ambassador to-day that I had now iavestigated the position 
with regard to British claims in Persia, I found that there were arrears in the interest 
on the Anglo-Indian ns of 1903 and 1904, ‘The Persian Government 
owed large sums to the Imperial Bank of Persia; and there were claims of British 
subjects amounting nominally to over 600,000L" ‘The Anglo-Indian loans, and probably 
tho Tmperial Bank loans, were founded upon definite securities, but’ we made no 
payments to Porsia out of which we could recover these loans or the interest upon 
thom neither did we make any payments out of which we could satisfy the claims of 
I As to the latter claims, we were in no better position than anyone 
else, dering the amount of these clai ight well be said to be in a 

i others. Yet we were not asking that any of these claims or arrears 

‘orost should be satisfied out of the advance to the Persian Government now under 

sion. 

‘The Ambassador said tha the understood that, when a largerloan was made, claims 
might be taken into consideration. 

Treplied that, when the time came for a larger loan, the question of whether any 
claims should or should not be satisfied out of it would have to be considered, 

I then told the Ambassador that we quite recognised tho general principle of 
commercial equality for. third Powers in Persia, With regard to the employment of 
Fronchinon in the Persian Financial Department, however, I explained to him that 
some tine ago M. Bizot had entered the service of ‘the Persian Government, and after. 
wards the latter, on ther own ini had arranged that M. Bizot should be assisted 
by two additional French “adjoints.” Later on the Persian Government had suggested 
that some more Frenchmen should be introduced in order to ensure the smooth 

the Financial Department. Russia and we, owing to the facts that Persia 
‘ophe country, and that we had large financial stakes in it, were especially 
interested in secing Persian finances put into good order, for this was the bast of al 
security and good goverment. I did not know why the Germans should object to the 
employment of Ereuchmen in one departinent, seoing that in the past they had not 
objected to the employment of Belgians in the Customs Department, 

Count Metternich asked whether only Belgians had been employed in the 
Customs, i 

T answored that my impression was that after M. Naus,a Belgian, was made 
Controller of the Persian Customs, only Belgians had received the subsequent appoint. 
ments in the Customs. 

Count Motternich observed that putting of the Customs under the control of a 
amall Power was not quite the sume thing as the putting of the whole Financial 
Department undor the contro! of a Great Power. 

Teaid I thought there was something in this point. 

Tam, &, 
E. GREY. 





The amewnt showed be £ $0. 000 
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(8648) No. 418. 
Foreign Office to India Ofice, 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 21, 1910, 

WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the retention of four 
sowars from the guard lately iu the employment of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company to 
serve as escort for Lieutenant Wilson while engaged in survey work in connection 
with the proposed irrigation of the Kerkha River, I am directed by Secrotary Sit 
Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram from His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, requesting authority to sanction the further retention of these 
men for use in that officer's proposed investigations on the Shaur River.* 

Inthis connection I am to state that on the 5th ultimo Sir B, Grey received 
despatch from the British acting consul-general at Bushizo, forwarding copy of 
letter addressed by him to the Goverment of India, recommending to their favourable 
consideration Mx. Wilson’s suggestion that he should undertake this investigation, and 
should retain the four sowars to aid him in the work, 

Sir E. Grey had intended to abstain from addressing Viscount Morley on the 
subject, since, if the Government of India approve the proposal, your department will 
doubtless take the initiative in the matter by approaching this olfiee with the request 
that half the cost involved in carrying it out should be borne by Imperial funds, but 
in view of Sir G. Barclay’s enquiry it seems preferable to raise tho question without 
further delay. 

Tam accordingly to enquire whether Lord Morley approves of the scheme, and to 
state that, if so, Sir E, Grey is willing to approach the Lords Commissionors of His 
Majesty's ‘Treasury, with the request that half tho expense entailed by it should bo 
Aefrayed from Imperial sources. 

Tain, &&, 


LOUIS MALLET. 





(9891) No, 419. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reevived March 22.) 

(No. 142.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, March 18, 1910. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 54 of the 22nd February last, L have the 
honour to inform you that I have received from Messrs, Nearco Castelli, of Tabree, a 
list of the carpets stolen by Rahim Khan and supposed to be in his possession, ‘The 
loticr cuclosing the list gives some explanation of the contents of the latter, bub 
contains no request for any action on my part. 

In view of the statement contained in the letter from ML. Tsvolsky, copy of which 
was forwarded to you in my despatch No. 90 of the 10th February-—thit. the only 
course open to Messrs. Castelli was to have recourse to the ordinary process of Russian 
law—it seems probable that the firm in question may already have instituted legal 
proceedings against Rahim Khan, 

In these circumstances I propose to take no further action in the matter here 
unless I receive instructions from you to do so. 

Thave, &e, 


A. NICOLSON. 





(9986) No. 420, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edvoard Grey.—Reecived March 22,) 
ic) P. St. Petersburgh, March 22, 1910, 
'ITUDE of Germany towards the Persian question, 
Tsaw the Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon, and he told me that 


* No, 389, 










































256 
¢ Tavolsky had been assured by the German Ambassador that there was no intention 
i the part of Germany to apply for railway concessions in Persia, Count Pourtalds 


had, moreover, repented the assurance that Germany recognised the special position held 
by Russia and England in that country. 








No. 





[9984] 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
No, 66.) : . e 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Orfice, March 22, 1910. 

GONVERSION of loan. , 

You should enquire of manager of Imperial Bank what are the views of the 
alternative offers for the conversion of the loan which Persian Government has put 
forward, ‘The second of the two alternatives is considered by the bank as the most 
favourable, ‘Telegraph your opinion as to the terms, 































(10070) No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Si 





A. Nicolson, 

No, 143. 

{ii ra} hin) el Foreign Ofice, March 22, 1910. 
ERMANY and Persia, 






















strategically, 
handing over of @ 
uot desire necessarily to obtain all, or, 
indeed, any of these concessions ourselves, We had not, as the Germans had supposed, 
niterprise by the exception we had made in the ease of railways 
anced by Persians—on the contrary, we had thereby limited our own 


ati 
‘and our general politi 
Persian railway to foreign control, but. w 





di 














constr 
option, i he 5 

Talluded to condition No. 8, saying I saw no objection to the concession, though T 
‘was not in a position to tell him teriny exactly, ; 

o remaining conditions included, 1 sais, provisions for the policing of trade routes, 
roptintion of the money to sound ends, and the reform of the Ministry of 
. Lremarked that [told him of urther misunderstandings. 
Roverting to the ed by the Germay Ambassador yesterday, I remarked 
that the Persian went was the party who should decide on the relitive merits of 
Belgians and Frenchm Jal exper 










































nas finuncia 
‘a small neutral Power might be a 
‘The Ambasslor, alter making a few criticisms, merely thanked me for the 
information, and said he would transmit it to Berlin, His criticisms dealt with railways 
and navigation, but were only made in pass 



























(10071) No, 42: 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 












(No. 14 
(Telogeay nhio) _P. Foreign Office, March 22, 1910. 
ERSIAN loan conditions and Germany (eee my telogmm No. 140 of the 


21st March), 
Thave to-day received exactly” si 









‘of loan conditions from Austrian 
Ambassador containing same inageiracies, ve made the same reply as in above 
telegram, Count Mensdorff did not, how e to the nationality of the financial 
asistants, and T therefore did not mention this point. 
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(10070) No. 424. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir 1. Goschen. 


(No. 67:) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 22, 1910. 

I TOLD Count Metternich to-day that the alleged condition with regard to the 
Persian loan, about, which he had spoken to me yesterday, to the effect that in Persia 
coneessions should be granted only to Russians in the Russian sphere and only to British 
subjects in the British sphere, did not exist at all, 

As to the fourth alleged condition, of which he had told me yesterday, to the effect 
that concessions were to be granted to Persians only if they could prove that they: hud 

ign capital behind them, it was a garbled version of the condition that Great 
sud Rusia were to. have the first option of constructing mulways in Peri, it 
being stipulated that this did not apply to the caso of Persian railways to be built and 
worked by Persian subjects with Persian capital, ‘This stipulation had been made in 
order to safeguard the sovereign rights of Persia, and, so fur from being a limitation upon 
Persian rights as the German Government had eupposed, it was a limitation upon our 
option with regard to railways, 

Count Metternich remarked upon our option upon railway concessions, saying that 
it seemed to exclude all foreign enterprise. 

T replied that this was not the intention of the condition, As a matter of fuct, we 
had no great desire to make railways ourselves in Persia at the moment, but we wished 
to guard against the possibility of waking up some morning to find that the Persians 
had piaced some railway coneessions under foreign control for making railways where 
they would be damaging to our political interests, or strategically menacing to our 
frontiors. We desired, therefore, to have the option of making railways of this sort 
ourselves, and so rendering them unobjectionabl, if the Persians decided to have them 
made by forei 

I told Count Metternich that there was, as he had heard, a concession for the 
navigation of Lake Urumia, Ihad not the exact terms of it in mind, bub 1 could 
not see that there was any objection to a concession for the navigution of @ 
Porsiau lake. 

Count Metternich said the question was whether the concession would grant a 
monopoly oF ot 

chon told him thet in order to) avotdSirthor inlsapprdhension, Toroidal: him 
the other conditions which we were putting forward with regard to the proposed loan, 
‘To prevent the wasting of the loan a programme of expenditure was to be approved. by. 
the Russian and British I onthe expondtare. was, to| be eongolled by & 
commission under the Persi ter of Finance. All the money was to be expended 
for public purposes, not for our commercial interests, excopt in so far as the restoration 
of order in Persia benefited all commerce. Besides this condition, there were two 
others. One was the reorganisation of the Ministry of Finance under French experts, 
as Count Metternich had already heard. Referring’ to what he had said on this point 
yesterday, I observed that it ‘was primarily for the Persians to raise objection to the 
nationality of the proposed exports. If the Persians did ruse an objection, then, 
perhaps, the best solution would be the employment, of experts who were the subjects 
of some small neatral Power. ‘The remaining condition was that « force should be 
formed for the protection of trade routes. Our trade had sulfered greatly owing to 
the interference with traffic on the southern roads, In somo cases the toads had 
been absolutely blocked by robbers, It was therefore essential that the Persian 
Government should provide a force to protect trade routes. 

Count Metternich thanked me, and he said would communicate to his Government 
what I had told him 

































Tam, &e, 
E, GREY, 
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(10071) No. 425 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwright. 


(No. 31.) r 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 22, 1910, 
‘THE Austrian Ambassador made to me to-day a communication about the 

Alleged conditions of the proposed loan to Persia in precisely the same terms as 


the communication which the German Ambassador made to me yesterday. 

T gave Count Mensdorf the same answer as I had already given to Count 
Metternich to-day, without, however, referring at all to the nationality of the financial 
experts, a5 Count Mensdorft said nothing himself on this point, and took the opportu 
of observing that it was curious that the Austrian Government should have received 
exactly the same information as that received by the German Government. 














Count, Mensdorff replied that no doubt the information had been obtained from the 
‘same source, 


Tam, &e. 
E. GREY. 








[9984] No, 426, 

Foreign Ofice to India Office, 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 22, 1910. 
TAM directed by Seorotary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of 
& telegram from the manager-in-chief of the Imperial Bank of Persia at Tehran to the 
bank in London, giving the terms of alternative offers made to the bank by the Persian 
Government for a conversion loan, 

Sir ‘Thomas Jackson, who loft this paper at this Office, stated that the bank pre- 
ferred tho second alternative. 

T am to stato that Sir B. Grey would be glad to learn, at Viscount Morley’s 
early convenience, whether he would see any objection to the bank acceding to either 
of these offers on the understanding that the service of the Anglo-Indian advances of 
1903 and 1904 wor made a first charge on the customs revenues of the ports of the 
Porsian Gulf, to be pledged as security in the proposed transaction, 

Tam to add that Sir E, Grey has addressed a telegram to His Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran, asking for an expression of his views on these proposals, 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLE 

































Enclosure in No. 
Tmperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, to Imperial Bank of Persia, London. 


(Telegraph) Tehran, March 21, 1910. 
PERSIAN Government propose amalgamation debts to the bank convert into loan 
in storling 5 per cont. interest or currency 6 per cent. interest to be repaid. Capital 
and interest, equal instalments, extending over thirty years, to be secured by hypotlicea- 
tion. ‘Two Persian Gulf ports we ean choose, receipts of which, on the basis of average 
receipts last five years, amount 4,000,000 krans per annum. In the event of receipts 
from above ports falling below this amount, Persian Government agrees to include 
additional ports. Alternative proposal loan in sterling 6 per eent. interest currency 
7 per cont, interest. to be repaid capital and interest equal instalments, extending over 
30 years, but Persian Government to have the option of pay off loan end any three 
years, leaving present security, whereby all Persian Gulf ports remain under hypotheca- 
tion to us not changed, and indertaking customs receipts, all Persian Gulf ports to be 
paid exclusively to us. If these terms accepted, Persian Government express their 



























intention repay all Russian loans, with the exception of those for which terms arranged 
already to bo completed in a year by internal loan, to be issued locally, sale jewels and 
any other realisal 


le object; but with regard to Imperial Bank of Persia, Persian 
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Government wish to arrange gradual repayment, and keep all accounts exclusively with 
us, as State bank, with the exception of those already pledged Banque d’Escompte de 
Perse, and in view of lock-up capital proposal necessitates Persian Government will 
accede to notes in circulation may be increased by 400,001. in excess of concession 
limit secured by this advance. 














[10043] No. 427. 


India Office to Foreign Oifice —(Received Mareh 23) 


India Office, March 22, 1910, 
reply to your letter dated the 17th March, 1910, regarding the presentation to 
the Persian Government of the accounts of expenditure incurred in connection with the 
Central Persia telegraph line, I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to 
enclose copy of a note by the director-in-chief on the telegram from His Majesty's 
Minister at ‘Tehran accompanying your letter. 

Viscount Morley agrees with Mr, Kirk in deprecating the proposal to forgo 
altogether the presentation to the Persian Government of the account of establishment 
charges under article 2 of the convention, It is true that, as pointed out by, Sir 
G. Barclay, delay in presenting that account may weaken the case for repayment of the 
charges, but he thinks it proferablo to accept this risk (if necessary) rather than to 
abandon altogether what has been decided to be an equitable claim for the repayment 
to the Indo-l:uropean ‘Telegraph Department of the considerable sum of 64381. 

Lord Morely would suggest that, if Secretary Sir E, Grey be willing to reconsider 
the opinion expressed in the last paragraph of your letter, Sir G. Barclay should be 
instructed in this sense. ; 

am, 












1, es 
R. RITCHIE. 





Enclosure in No, 427. 
Note by the Director-in-Chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department, dated March 15,1910. 
‘THE total account against the Persian Government for the Central Persia line is 


divided into three parts, namely (a) the bill for the capital cost of the Central Persia 
hich the rental to be paid is calculated; (4) the bill for advances on account 
















proposal 


ntil 
the fate of the Arabistan conven 


ws decided in the Medjliss, to present the bills 
(a and (6) together, but if immediate presentation of the account is required, to 
present bill (a) cnly, and to drop the claim in bill (}) altogether, At the end of ‘his 
telegram he adds that he could of course present bill (b) later, but it would weaken 
our case for repayment of the charges. Perhaps it would be'advisable to agree to 
Sir G. Barclay's proposals, provided it was understood if bills (a) and \b) are not 
presented together that bill (B) should be presented later. 
i H, A, KIRK. 














[10126] No, 427°. 
Sir G. Barélay to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reeeived March 23.) 
(No. 126.) 


(Telegeaphic.) P. ‘Tehran, March 23, 1910. 

QUESTION of International Syndicate, mentioned in my telegram No. 114 of 
16th instant. 

Persian Government have acknowledged warning of His Majesty's Government, 
and state that such of the country’s revenues as are uncharged. are available for 
transactions of any description, and the right to dispose of them is in no way limited 
by the negotiations at present proceeding respecting the joint advance. 

Reply of Persian Government adds that they will always respect entirely any 
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arrangements made between His Majesty's Government and the Persian Government as 
regards any sources of the country's revennes. y 

My Russian colleague has received a similar communication that has one addition 
however, viz, that with regard to the passage respecting the loan veto, the Persian 
Government will observe all obligations in the loan contracts with the Russian 
Government, 

‘hese notes are unsatisfactory, and we might point out in our replies how greatly 
the Persian Government have failed to observe their financial engagements to the 
British and Russian Governments. We might further warn them that should they 
‘persist in pledging to some third party the country’s resources, there will be a possible 
danger of their receiving a demand for the immediate repayment of all arrears of 
interest and also of the floating debt. 

M. Poklewski is pointing ont in a telegram to the Russian Government that the 
Persian Government imply in the paragraph respecting the loan veto that they place a 
narrow interpretation on the clauses dealin the veto. He suggests, therefore, the 
desirability of clearly showing the Persian Government that the present case is 
safeguarded by the clauses in question. 













































(10134) No, 428. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 23.) 


fo, 108,) 

{tology hic.) P. St, Petersburgh, March 23, 1910. 
GERMANY and Persia, 
Secret, information has reached ML. Isvolsky from Tebran, though his Excellency 

will not guaranteo the authenticity of it, to the effect that the German Minister there 

has heen asked! by some members of the Medjliss whether Gormany would not lend 
her mediation with regard to the questions of the presence of Russian troops and of 
the conditions attached to the ad 

























‘This request is said to be based on article 18 
of the Perso-German ‘Ireaty of 1 M. Poklewsky has been instructed to endeavour 
to ascertuin whether there is any trath in this information, and, if so, to let it be 
known that the only result of the intervention of a third Power in the question of the 
presence of the Russian troops would be to delay the withdrawal of the latter. 















(10043) No, 429, 


Sin Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 

(No, 69.) 

(Telegraph P. 
CENTRAL Poi 
India Office consider that course mentioned in your telegram No. 100 of the 

[1th Mah iin spite of the risk involved, the best to adopt, sco they do not think 

fit to waive altogether their claim for establishment charges. 

_, You should therefore withhold the bill for establishment charges until a later date, 
while presenting to tho Minister of Telegraphs, in the event of his renewing his request 
for bill, that for capital cost only, 


Foreign Office, March 28, 1910. 





telograph lino, 











(10127) No. 430. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barelay. 

es, ee ) Pp, 

(Lelegraphic,) BP, Foreign Office, March 28, 1910. 
SHEIKH of Nohammerah, eee 

Language used in reply to Sheikh has my approval. 

See your telegram No, 127 of to-day. 














t ‘ 
[10127] Oe 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived March 23.) 
(No. 127.) 


(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, March 23, 1910, 
{releper tic anion of my telegram No. 108 of the 14th March, I havo the honous to 
transmit herewith following telegram from His Majesty's acting consul-general at 
Bushire:— 

“Wit to telegrams Nos. 48 and 49 of the 23rd February, and 
expecta naragaris 8 al $ of statsinent therein Iam informed that the Sheikh of 
Monamienh very anaious to know whether we will give him guarantees against 
ver Mailing these guarantees, sheikh declares that he must be guided by his own 
interests, which I take to mean arrangements with all the chieftains and hans of 
South and South-West Persia who are opposed to Bakhtiari ascendancy,’ 


In reply, I have instructed His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah to inform the 
shoilth that the situation is boing closely watched by His Majesty's Legation, and that 
T think ho exaggerates the dangers with which he believes himself threatened through 
the Bakhtiari ascendancy, His best policy is to continuo his allegiance to Persian 
Government, and, should he still find reason to complain of encroachments, to submit 
his grievances to Government in ‘Tehran, Ho could count on my support in the event 
‘of satisfaction boing then refused him, 























































{10233} No, 432°. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Baveard Grey.— (Received March 24.) 
Tehran, March 24, 1910. 


it’ more o rangement, and as. 
reduction from 12 pe 0.6 per or 7 per cent. is effected in the bank's 
charges on the sonthern ports we need not, for the sake of our Government loan, raise 
any objection to the whole debt to the imperial Bank of Persia being secured by 
revenues of all southern ports., still would 2 remaining, and 
it would be ivantagcous to have the receipts 
Persian (i not likely to be in a position to exercise the option, which 
thoy hold, of discharging the debt  noti {the clause referring 
to ihat option need not be counted an objectic Yersian Government the 
funds the greater part of bank's present advances might, moreover, be re; id at any 
time, 





{10236} No. 432}. 
— (Received March 24.) 


(Ni al.) 
(Velegeaphi Teliran, March 24, 1910. 
VL 
Phave no doubt that the prope note which, following 
ail with know tussian colleague dressed to Pers 
nent, did in which Lasked that all the different af the Government’ 
to the hnperial Bank of Pers! he unified a ° larly paid. 
Dokliwsky had just presented a eoumnn i somewhat more 
pressing terios, as th duo to Russian 
Th would be har 0 conceal these propos 
Tang, tupreover, don om, for we may 


nit ple 
which, iva I presume, 
ernment being in a pos 
hank, L would mention that the valuation of the Crown 
jewels by the French expert excoeds what I expected. He has not yet completed his 
ion, yet the igure quoted hi 

ceptieal about the power of the Persian Government to raise much money within the 

count 





i704] 


261 


(10126) No. 431. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 145.) 
‘legrapbie.) P. Foreign Office, March 28, 1910. 
TERNATIONAL Syndicate, 
Subject to approval of M. Involsky, I propose to authorise reply suggested by 
Sir G. Barclay in his telegram No, 126 of to-day. 





[10197] No. 432, 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Oice—(Received March 24.) 


Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, Mareh 23, 1910, 
WITH reference to my letter of the 8th March regarding interest on the Persian 
Government debt to the bank, I mentioned that the amount of interest received up to 
the 24th February, 1910, was 190,000 tomans. We have to-day received telegram 
stating that the amount of interest received between the 20th September, 1909, and the 
20th March, 1910, amounts to 267,000 tomans. eae 
am, &e, 


G, NEWELL, Manager. 








(10254) No. 433. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
Wi havhis) P. I Mareh 
eles hic.) a Foreign Ofice, March 24, 1910. 

SDWANCE to Persian Government ee 

Under instructions from his Government, the Ttalian chargé d'affaires called to 
enquire whether the conditions of the joint advance contained provisions by which 
British and Russian subjects were to have a monopoly of concessions in their respective 
spheres, He had, it seems, received the same garbled account of the conditions as that 
mentioned in my telegram No, 144 of the 22nd Ma 

I explaine the wording and intention of condition No. 4 to him, 

‘The Turkish Ambassador at Tehran is, he says, responsible for the reports received 
by his Government, 


[9921] No. 434. 
Sir Baward Grey to Sir A. Nicoleon, 


(ee 94.) 


; Foreign Office, March 24, 1910. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 90 of the 18th instant, relative to the 
‘communication recently made by the German to the Russian Government on the 
subject of the conditions presented to the Persian Government in connection with the 
proposed Anglo-Russian advance, I transmit to your Excellency herewith copy of a 
piper handed to me on the 2s instant® containing the text of tho reply whioh the 

‘ussian Minister for Foreign Affairs proposes to return to the Gerinan Ambassador at 
St. Petersburgh with regard to this question. 

Tam, de, 
B, GREY. 





* No. 410, 
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[10265] No. 434%. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
ic.) P. Foreign Ofice, March 25, 1910. 
AVATION rights in Persia, 


Thave been approached by an Englishman who is anxious to make excavations at 
Sultanabad. Are these rights still a French monopoly ? 





(10899) No. 435. 


oy Se Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 

(No, 110) 

(eigen hic). St, Petersburgh, March 20, 1910. 
CONDITIONS as to railway concessions attached to the Persian advance. 
Enquiries similar to those made in London have been mado by the Austrian 

‘Ambassador here, Count Berchtold, however, did not address his, enquiries to 

M. Iavolsky, but to tho Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, Instructions to act in 

tho samo sense were also sent to the Italian Ambassador, but M. Melegari suggested to 

his Government that compliance with these instructions would convey the impression 

‘of a combined demonstration, and that this might be resented here. M. Melegari was 

Tight in this conjecture, for ‘M, Isvolsky told me this afternoon that if the Ttalian 

‘Ambassador followed the line of his German and Avstrian colleagues he would speak 

to him frankly. 

‘This ovoning the Italian Ambassador came to see me and addressed the enquiries 
to me, T gave him tho substance of your verbal communication to Count Metternich, 
1s rocorded in your telegram No. 143 of the 22nd March to me, 

Tn the course of our conversation M, Melegari mentioned casually that the Turkish 
‘Ambassador at ‘Tehran was said to be suggesting intervention by the Powers to secure 
the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Persia, I replied that I know that the 
Russian Government were particularly sensitive with regard to outside intervention, 
and said that the only result of third Powers intervening would be to prolong the 
Tetention of the Russian troops. M. Melegari said that he had been given to 
understand that Turkey contemplated taking an active part in Persian affairs, 


(10236) No. 436 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 74.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, March 26, 1910. 

CONVERSION of Persian Government's debts to Imperial Bank. 

‘Tho telegram from the bank manager was shown to me in, confidence, and in any 
ease it will not be necessary to acquaint Russian Government with all details contained 
in it. But of course, if, proposed arrangement receives our sanction, we shall be 
obliged to inform them of the fn 

‘We cannot hinder an arrangement into which the bank wishes to enter without 
considerable difficulty and without incurring a certain amount of responsibility. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 121) of the 24th Marcb. 





(10236) No. 437. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 26, 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 22nd instant, relative to the proposals made 
by the Persian Government to the Imperial Bank of Persia in connection with a 
conversion loan, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copies of two furthe 's Majesty's Minister at Tehran,? the 
former of which may assist Viscount Morley in his consideration of the subject. 


* Sir G, Barclay, Nos. 128 and 129, Telegraph, March 24, 1910, 


(10359) No, 434f. 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Bawoard Grey.—(Received March 26.) 


fo. 130.) 
{feiegmphia) Pe Teleran, March 26, 1910, 
Foply to your telegram No. 63 of the 19th March, I have the honour to report 
that Ihave sent instructions to His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz to_ assist French. 
gonslar agen, if necesnry, in protecting ‘M. Nataf, the director of tho Alliance 
ite. 
AL Nataf, acting consul reports, left, His Majesty's consulate for a garden some 
FE este eepirttemnnearteg oa) ery 
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Tam to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive, with as little delay as may 
be convenient, an expression of his Lordship’s views with to this question. 


am, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





10400) No, 438, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Haward Grey—(Recetved March 21.) 
(No. 111) 
‘elegraphic.) P. St. Peteréburgh, Mareh 27, 1910. 
(R.) INTERNATIONAL syndicate and Persia. 
Your telegram No. 145 [of 23rd March]. ie 
Russian Government think that it would be pradent not to reply in a manner 
which would give Persinn Governinent an excuse for pretending that we wished to 
Ueprive them of possibility of concluding a loan elsewhere than in Russia and England, 
Gsithey would then have right to demand that we should find them necessary funds, 
Sich would impose a very embarrassing obligation on us both, Furthermore, third: 
Powers might consider a prohibition to borrow money outside of us both as a restric 
tion of their legitimate rights. Russian Government think that it, would be better to 
Ganounee to Persian Government that two Powers have no objection to a loan being 
concluded elsewhere, but on following conditions : 


1. Customs revenue and other sources of revenue affected to service of loans 
goneuded in Russia and in England cannot in any caso serve as securities for new 
Joans. 

‘All financial obligations contracted by Persia in Russia and England, floating, 
debt jncluded, must bo embodied in a regular engagement which would determine 
$ fixed annuity for interest and sinking fund, as well as revenues to sorve as security 5 
Gnd Persia should also be warned that Russia and Pngland, while not wishing to 
hamper liberty of purely commercial enterprise of other foreigners, cannot adiity as 
some Cabinets have already been informed, that concessions having & political 
strategical importance, such a8 concessions for railways, ronds, telegraphs, navigation 
on Lake Urumia, &c., should bo given to foreigners in their respective zones of 
influence. 


M. Tavolsky thinks that we should obtain end we havo in viow equally well by 
these means without inconveniences mentioned above. (Knd of R.) 


I expressed to M. Isvolsky my personal opinion that thore was no objestion, to 
restricting Persia in her applications for a loan to Russia and Great Britain. ‘To this 
he roplied that Persia was an independent country. I observed that Persia was up to 
her ears in debt to both of us, and so could Scarcely he considered independent from a 
financial point of view, He’said that it would be impossible for Persia, under the 
conditions which he now proposed, to allocate to a third Power any of her revenuos us 
security for a loan. 

A. Tsvolsky, in asking me to lay the above before you, begged that he might be 
favoured with your views at the earliest possible date, He told me that he had ready 
discussed the matter with the Minister of Finance. 


Tt would be better, I should think, to omit the reference to ‘‘ zones of influence.” 





(Received March 29.) 


¥ St, Petersburgh, March 18, 1910. 

DURING the past few days I have beon in frequent, communication with 
4 Isvalsky on the subject of the presence of Russian troops at Tabrees and at Kazvin, 
‘and Lhave used my best endeavours to induce him to withdraw the force at the latter 
place, Tt was clear that in present circumstances it would have been a mere waste of 
Time to have urged a similar measure in rogard to Tabroez, and the wtmost that could 
tbe hoped for was to persuade the Russian Government to refrain from reinforcing the 
detachment at that town. In regard to the withdrawal of the foree from Kazvin, I have 
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the possibility of such incidents cannot 
amenable to severe censure. In reply to arguments that the dispatch of rehiforce- 
monts would create a deplorable impression on the Persian mind, and would still 
further stimulate the agitation against the presonce of the troops, and thereby aggravate 
the dificulties in tho way of procuring the assent of the Government and the Medjliss 
to tho money advanco, M. Isvolsky has recently adopted the view that, as conciliatory 
measures havo failed to modify opposition, a strong and determined attitude might 
havo better results, Moreover, he returned on one or two occasions to the contention 
that the presence of Russian troops at Tabreez and at Ardebil saved the former town 
from capture by the force of the ex-Shah, while the latter town was redeemed from the 
hands of Rahim Khan and his freebooters and restored to the Persian Government, 
Ho has further on ocvasions— is I do not wish to lay stress, as they wore 
occasions of passing: annoyan in tie tones to the wonderful effects 
which the grant of 4 constitution was to produc, 

-d and his reactionary advisers have departed, the situation 

h sted under the old régime, 

ho inte Jermany, on which I will write in another despatch, has 
placed a new complexion on the whole Persian question, but I considered. th 
afforded an opportunity of making one more appeal to M. Isvolsky on the subject with 
which this despatch is especially concerned. 1 heg leave to enclose copy of a. letter 
which I addrossed to his [:xcelleney, 

Thave not wished to trouble you with a detailed account of my conversations with 
M, Tsvolsky, as I havo endeavoured to keep you generally informed by telegram, I 
givo lore morely a bare summary of what has passed, and of the various emotions 
which Ihave influenced the mind of his Excellency, It would be unjust not to uppreci 
tho difficulties in which he is placed. Tt is no easy matter to withdraw troops once 
they have advanced into a foreign country. Our own experience enables us to 
all allowances to others in this respect. "The matter is rendi 
when prossure is brought to bear by the natives of that cou 
irritating and vexatious to the occupying Power, M. Isvolsky has frequently regretted 
that the places to which ho has felt compelled to send troops wers wet ore ee 
doird, whence dotachnents can be landed and re-embarked, 
thoro is tho Russian press, which for varivus motives keeps a watchful and eritical eye 
on the nets of M, Isvolsky, and which of late, even in quarters the least expected, los 
‘on moro than o n reproached him for lending too ready’ an ear to suggestions 
from England in regard to the measures which should be taken for the detenee of 
































































in forms which are 























Russian interests, 


Thave, &c, 
A. NICOLSON, 






Enclosure in No. 439, 


Sir A, Nicolson to M. svolah 


(Privée et contidentiolle.) 


Mon cher Ministre, 
MEE permettrez 
Grey que vous trouve 












nt-Pétorsbourg, le 3 (16) mars, 1910. 
us de développer en trés pou de mots les suggestions de Sir EB, 
contenues dans le pro-memorid que j'ai Inissé entre vos mains 


















710401) No, 438". 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey. —(Received March 28.) 
(No. 131.) 


y ic.) Re. Tehran, March 28, 1910. 
PoE talogram No, 73 [ot the 2th March; French monopoly for excavaions in 
Persia). i 

ly still in force, French Minister, however, who does not favour 
Meo pares leche art copie eae tat ase lcs et aetna poston 
necessary for Englishmen, Ho has telegraphed to his Government, and suggests that 
swe might move at Paris, 








(0402) No. 438, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 28.) 
33.) 


(Roose Mareh 28, 1910. 
hic.) P, Tehran, March 28, ), 

{ree TTP earence to previous correspondence, I have the honour to report that the 
Indo-European Telograph Dopartment bave been asked, by the Minister of ‘Telegraphs 
to prepare an estimato of cost of a telegraph line from Seistan to Kuhi-Malik-Siah, the 
construction of which Persian Goverment contemplato undertaking themselves. 

Financial or other assistance might be advantageous offered in return for a 
stipulation that the control of the extension be vested in the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department, 
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hier? La question persane entrera dans une nouvelle phase méme plus compliquée 
qu'elle ne Vest aujourd'hui si la participation d'une tierce Puissance est admise. Tl 
est, par conséquent, de la premidre importance d’écarter tout risque d'une telle 

‘ticipation, et le seul et unique moyen pour atteindre ce but serait d’amener sans 
Balai le Gouvernement persan et le Medjliss & accepter notre avance avec les conditions 
{que nons y avons attachées. Ni le Gouvernement ni surtout le Medjliss ne parait 
3 ce moment trés bien disposé & aller au-devant de nos propositions, et il est trés A 
Gésirer d’écarter les hésitations et les soupeons dont ils se sont inspirés. Tl y a peu de 
doiite que le rappel des troupes russes de Kazvin produirait tune excellente impression 
sur les esprits, et serait envisagé comme une preuve évidente de la bienveillance de la 
Russie envers la Perse. Le rappel pourrait étre promis & condition que nos conditions 
soient acceptées, et, i mon avis, il_y a 18 des moyens pour arriver & un arrangement 
avec le Gouvernement persan. 

‘Quant aux troupes a Tauris, il ya sans donte des considérations qui ne permettent 
de songer pour le moment A leur rappel, mais jos vous prier de ne pas les renforcer. 
Hine semble qurtme pareille mesure 8 ce moment pourrait détruire toute expérauce do 
faire accepter nos conditions, et pourrait méme pousser les Persans i se tourner vers 
une tierce Puissance. Jadmets volontiers que la situation & Tauris est inquistante, 
‘mais d’aprés tous mes renseignements il n'existe aucun danger d'une attaque de la part 
des fédais ni contre vos troupes ni contre vos institutions. En tout eas, & mon humble 
ayis, si la Perse dans ce moment fait appel d'une fagon ou d'une autre A Vassistance 
et la bienveillance d’un tiers, nous aurions devant nous une situation beaucoup plus 
difficile et dun caractére plus permanent que celle qui pourrait exister momentanément 
A Tauris. Hest inntile que j'insiste sur ce point. 

Jo vous prie de m'excuser de vous avoir adressé ces quelques lignes, mais nos 
relations ont toujours été si cordiales et-si franchos que, jo le sais bien, jo n'ai pas & 
redouter aucun ialentendu de votre part sur les sentiments qui les dictent. 

Votre sincbrement dévous, 
A. NICOLSON, 























(10422) No. 440. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 20.) 


(No. M44. Confidential’) 
ts St. Petersburgh, March 21, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a private letter which T received 

from M, Isvolsky, communicating to me a copy of the aide-mémoire which had been 
von to him by the German Ambassador relative to Persian affairs and the Bagdad 
ray, 

T svould beg Ieave to point out that there are certain passages in the memorandum 
wtich indionia an intention on the’ part Of the Geraign Govermmont to fake an active 
intrest in Persia. The “situation particulidre ” of Russia and England in Persia, 
which the Russian Government had assumed had been recognised by the German 
Government, becomes an almost empty phrase when tho memorandum declares. that 
«PAllemague a le droit de régler les questions qui V'intéressent, sans prendre en 
considération les intéréts de tierces Puissances.” ‘The memorandum also states that 
the German Government will not prevent any attempt on the part of German 
commercial and financial circles to find a field. of activity in Persia, This warning 
would seem to open out the possibility, if considered desirable, of Germany seckingg 
concessions of any nature throughout Persia. ‘To anyone unacquainted with the facts 
the memorandum would give the impression that Russia alone had offered an advance 
to the Persian Government, and that she alone was responsible for the conditions 
which had been required of the Persian Government, ‘There is a peremptory 
abruptness in the general tone of the memorandum which is characteristic anil 
significant. 

"The references to the Bagdad Railway are matters which chiefly concern Russia, 
and which are properly questions to be discussed between her and Germany, 
M, Isyolsky tells me that the pourparlers between the two Governments were 
abandoned because he was unable to obtain any assurances from the German Govern- 
ment in regard to their projects for railway construction in Persia, He did not renew 
them because he had understood that His Majesty's Government would insist on a 
[704] ey 
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negotiation @ quatre, and he was therefore patiently awaiting further developments in 
that direction, 

‘There is a marked contrast between the harsh attitude assumed by the German 
Government towards St Petersburgh and the gentle enquiries and observations 
addressed to the London Cabinet. ‘The line followed by Germany in the present 
instance is curiously similar with that which she adopted immediately before and 
during the early days of the Algeciras Conference. Presumably the objects are the 
same in both instances, and consist in an endeavour to thrust a line of cleavage 
between the co-signatories of a dual convention, which from the first has been 
rogarded with no friendly eyes by Germany. ‘There may, too, be a real desire to find 
4 profitable field for enterprise in Persia, but I imagine that, as in Morocco formerly, so 
in Porsia of to-day, the chief intention is to impress on Russia directly and perhaps 
on us indirectly that two countries cannot, settle affairs of special interest to them 
alone without securing the acquiescence of the German Government. I venture to 
think that the memorandum is of greater import and of wider scope than may appear 

the surface or on perusal of its terms. M. Isvolsky asked me if His Majesty's 
‘ernment would support the Russian Government in the matter, I had no hesitation 
in assuring him that he need not feel the slightest doubt on that score, Our interests 





















are identical; and, though I did not consider it necessary to tell him so, the loyalty 
which is naturally due to a partner in a diplomatic instrument would render it 
dg Msmeatiey cemeba st 

‘common part. 


jim when he is criticised for acts in which we took a 
Thave, &, 

A, NICOLSON. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 440. 


M, Isvolaky to Sir- A, Nicolson. 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, int-Pétershourg, le 4 (17) mara, 1910. 
POUR satisfaire an désir quo vous avez bien voulu m'exprimer, je m'empresso de 

vous transmettro ci-pris, & titre tout & identiel, une copie de Vaide-mémoire qui 

ier au sujet des 








nous avait été communiqué par I’Ambassade d’Allemagne le 27 £6 
affaires porsanes et du Chemin de Fer de Bagdad, 





Votre sinctrement dévous, 
ISVOLSKY. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 440. 


Aide-Mémoire communicated to M, Ievolsky by German Embassy Rebruary 27, 1910. 
DANS son aide-mémoire du 18 janyier le 
Etrangdres a bien voulu constater la satistact 
do ce que le Gouvernement allemand recon: 
do Angleterre en Pers 
Copendant. la résorve que T'Allemagne a en effet obseryée on Perso ces derniers 
temps ne saurait Gtre interprétée comme si le Gouvernement allemand avait cossé & 
envisager 1a Porse comme pays indépendant, dans lequel Allemagne a le droit de 
riglor les questions qui V'intéressent, sans prendre en considération les intéréts} de 
tiorees Puissances.  L'Allemagne wayant point participé & Yaccord anglo-russe du 
$1 aoit, 1907, au sujet dos allaires persanes, cot accord n'a rien changé aux yeux de 
PAllemagne a la situation de ce pays, La Russie et Angleterre, d’ailleurs, ont elles- 
mémes proclamé Vintégrité ot 'indépendance de la Perse et y ont constaté les principes 
do la Liberté du commoreo pour toutes les nations. 
Le Gouvernement Impérial de Russie, conformément & ce principe, avait pro 
4u Gouvernement allemand un arrangement relatif aux affaires de Perso et au Chemin 
de For de Bagdad, arrangement au sujet duquel le Gouvernement s'était montré tout 
disposé & entrer en pourparlers. Cependant depuis la fin de l'année 1907 le Gouverne- 
mont do Russie n'a plus fait de communication relative & ces pourparlers. Au 
contraire, il agi dans plusieurs eas d'une fagon qui paralt ne pas tenir suffisamment 
compte des desiderata légitimes de Allemagne. 
Loraqu'il a été question de Vengagement au service persan d’adjoints du conseiller 





ttre Impérial des Affaires 
1 do Gouvernement Impérial de Russie 
it Ia situation particulidre de la Russie et 
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financier, le Gouvernement russe a appuyé le choix de deux Frangais et parait vouloir 
user de son influence sur le Gouvernement persan afin de porter le nombre de ces 
aidjoints cing ou sept D'aprés dos nouvelles parveres au Couverncment allemand, 
“Yengagement de Francais pour les postes en question et leur participation au controle 
des finances persanes serait méme une condition eine qué non pour Yemprunt & accorder 
par la Russie & la Perse, z 

Il est évident quo, si cotte condition était remplie, 'Allemagne serait exclue d'une 
des parties importantes de Vadministration intérieure de la Perse, tandis que la France 
y serait admise, Le Gouvernement allemand se trouverait ainsi dans une position tris 
difficile vis--vis de Yopinion publique allemande, qui ferait vouloir & juste titre que 
VAllemagne a le droit de réclamer les mémes droits que 1a France pour ée qui concerne 
Yadministration et le contrile des finances persanes. Il ne peut y avoir aucun doute 
que le Gouvernement persan, s'il n’était pas sir de rencontror des difficultés de la 
part de la Russie, serait tout disposé & demander 4 l’Allemagne des agents financiers, 

Quant au Chemin de Fer de Bagdad, le Gouvernement russe paratt continuer & 
@tre partisan de négociations & quatre par rapport & ce question, ce que le Gouverne- 
ment allemand a des le principe déclaré ne pas pouvoir admettre, 

Lattitude du Gouvernement russe dans ces deux questions ne semble done gudre 
empreinte de la prévenance a laquelle VAllemague croyait pouvoir stattondro apros 
avoir, de son coté, observé en Perse la réserve la plus loyale, Le Gouvernement 
allemand tient donc A faire connaitre au Gouvernement russe que cette réserve 
ne saurait aller jusqu’d empécher toute tentative des milicux commerciaux et 
financiers allemands de trouver en Perse un terrain d’activité, 

C'est pourquoi le Gouvernement allemand ne s'est point opposé lorsque récomment 
la Deutsche Bank a exprimé Vintention denvoyer (dans le courant du mois prochain) 
M, Said Rueto en Perso, dans lo but do faire un voyage d'information par Hnnokine 
& Bagdad. 











(10461) No. 
Sir P. Bertie to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received March 29.) 


441, 





Sir, Paris, March 28, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Prince Bahram, the son of the Zil-es-Sultan, 
called on me this morning. 

His Highness stated that the 





was most anxious to receive from His Majesty's 
Government and from the Russian Government the same measure of protection as 
that which hnd been accorded to him previously to his return to Persia last year, in 
view of the present state of affairs in Persia, He would undertake, moreover, not to 
act in opposition to any advice which might be given to him by the two Governments. 

Prince Bahrain stated that M. Poklewsky had informed him at Resht last September 
that in the event of his father returning to Europe he would again be under the 
protection of the two Governments. His Highness added that he had been told at 
about the same tine by M. Sablino, the Russian chargé d'affaires at Tehran, that. the 
Persian Government would listen to any advice which His Majesty's Government 
might tender on the subject, whereas Sir G. Barclay had told him that this was not 
the case. ‘The Prince showed me the letter which you had addressed to the Zil on 
the 7th instant, and eopy of which was forwarded to me in your despatch No. 116 of 
that day, and was anxious to learn whether a further reply might be expected, 

T may add that I have received a message from my Russian colleague stating 
that his Government are not inclined to extend. their protection to the Zl, who hug 
addressed a sila request to then, Ho begged that Tahould inform hi ds soon as 
a dofinite decision had been arrived at by His Majesty’s Government in order that he 
might return an identic reply to His Royal Highness. 
























Thave, &c. 
FRANCIS BERTIE. 
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[10752] No, 442, 


1M, Iovolsky to Count Benckendorff.—(Communieated to Foreign Ofice March 29, 1910.) 


LES consuls russes & Tabriz et Ourmiah informent que le 17 et 18 mars 
140 soldats tures ont traversé Ourmiah et ont occupé le littoral ouest du Jac dans le 
istrict de Dalsk; en outre occupation d’Owrmiah serait imminente et il s'y 
trouverait déji, en dehors du convoi conculaire, cinquante cavaliers tures; il 
sfagirait également d’un mouvement en avant vers le lac sur la ligne Khoi-Salmast~ 
-Ourmiah. 

Tes représentants russes informent de plus que les Tures lbvent les impéts dans 
toute la région d’Ourmiah (ainsi A Sudjboulak ils percoivent 13,000 toumanes sur un 
total. do. 26,000)" ot qu’h Djbelkond ct Barandouz une dovane'n 6t6 installéo of eur 
toutes les marchandises une taxe de 11 pour eent est pergue. 

Tes communications entre Tabriz. et Ourmiah sont rendues diffcil 
war dos actes de brigandage commis par des Kourdes. sur 
Yapros les dernidres nouvelles les Turcs ont augmenté leffect 

‘ces parages de 500 cavaliers et de 400 hommes d’infanterie, 








s et dangerenses 
istigation des Tures, 
de leurs troupes dans 








(10568) No, 443. 
India Ofice to Foreign Opie 





(Received March 29.) 


n India Office 
IAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowl 
your letter, dated the 4th March, 1910, regarding the Anglo-Persian convention, now 
awaiting ratification by the Medjliss, which has been arranged with the twofold object 
of securing tho control of the Arabistan lines by the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department and the renewal of the telegraph conventions of 1868, 1872, and 1901 

Copy of « memorandum by the director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department upon the subject is enclosed. 

Viscount Morley concurs in the view of 
to accept the convention as it stands, ow ly 
renewing the telegraph concessions, it would be very desirable to persuade it, if 
possible, to adopt a different attitude by offering the further inducements referred to 
in paragraph 3 of the memorandum, viz, (1) the non-exercise of our right to put forward 
claims for acts of ordinary damage to the department's lines in Persia, and (2) the 
advance of a sum not exceeding 10,0002. against the next ten years’ minimum rental of 
tho Central Persia line, 

Lord Morley also agrees in tho view that, even apart from the provision for the 
renewal of the telegraph concessions, the convention is of considerable value, and 
that it would bo desirable, in the event of that provision having to be dropped, to 
bring forward an alternative on relating to the Arabistan lines alone, 

Hor this purpose Mr. Barker's draft seems generally suitable, but Lord Morle 
would suggost thit, if circumstances should make further concessions necessary, it 
should be modified 80 a8 to provide for the expenditure by the British Government, for 
the henofit of the Persian Government, of a sum not exceeding 1,000L in the provision 
of telegraph material on the line, together with an annual sum not exceeding G00L. for 
maintonance, As pointed out by Mr. Kirk, the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
‘Treasury have already consented to bear a moiety of this expenditure. i 

If this modification of the convention in the iuterests of the Persian Government 
is docided upon, it appears unnecessary at present to consider the proposal to waive the 
charge of 4 per cent. interest upon te total amount due by the Persian Government 
under urticle 2 on account of the supply of posts, insulators, &e. ‘This proposal could 
not he accepted without further correspondence with the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury, which the urgency of the matter renders undesirable. 

If Secretary Sir B. Grey concurs, Lord Morley would suggest that His Majesty's 
ister at Tehran should be instructed in the sense of the foregoing remarks, it being 
loft to his discretion to make the best terms possible within the limits indicated. 

Tam, &. 
E, 8. MONTAGU. 


Si March 26, 1910, 


ige the recoipt of 
























fr. Kirk that if the Medjliss is unwilling 
1g mainly to its distrust of the article 































































Enclosure in No. 443. 


Memorandum by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 
z ‘ach March 1910. Se 


‘THE terms of the alternative draft convention do not appear to be of a kind likely 
to prove altogether acceptable to the Medjliss. ‘They are not as favourable to the 
Persian Government as those it was proposed to offer in 1908. The papers under 
register No. 2786 show that the survey of the Arabistan telegraph lines and temporary 
repairs were estimated to cost 3001, the more permanent repairs 1,000, and the 
annual maintenance of the line GOO. Under register No. 3597 there is the copy of a 
letter from the Treasury to the Foreign Office, dated the 13th August, 1908, saying 
that, in view of the assurance now given by the Secretary of State for Foreign Allairs 
that the control of this line is of the highest political moment, the Treasury will accopt 
the charge to the Imperial exchequer of an initial expenditure not exceeding 650), 
and a recurrent expenditure not exceeding 300L. a-year, being one-half of the cost 
involved in taking over and maintaining the line, 

2, Mr. Barker, in framing his alternative convention, seems to have made too 
little of the fact that it is of great political importance that we should obtain control of 
the Arabistan lines. In writing to me, he stated he had mado the terms of the 
alternative convention stiff, because in the negotiations for the original convention he 
had adopted the line that the department was not so’much interested with Arabistan 
ines as in the renewal of the telegraph concessions, As, however, we want to obtain 
tho control of the Arabistan lines, it. seems desirable that we should offer more liberal 
terms than are proposed by Mr. Barker. The survey of the Arabistan lines has already. 
been carried out, but if the alternative convention contained clauses to the effect that 
1,001. would be spent in provision of materials and placing them on the line, plus GOO. 
per annum on the maintenance of the lino, free of cost to the Persian Government, the 
transfer of the control of the line to the Indo-European ‘Telegraph, Department. would 
be more likely to be mado acceptable to tho Medjliss ‘The charge for half of this 
expenditure has, as L have shown, been accepted by the ‘Treasury, 

3. Sir G. Barclay contemplates the possibility that tho Medjlise will rofuso to 
ratify the convention that is to be presented to it. If this happens he desires to have 
an alternative convention ready, dealing only with the Arabistan lines, and makin, 

ion of the renewal of the other concessions, But. before accepting the refusal of 
the first convention, it might perhaps be useful to offer further inducements to have it 

xd. ‘The Persian Minister of Telegraphs has not, as far as my information goes, 
told that although we are not prepared to forego the right of claiming compensation 

event of the telegraph lines suffering serious and extensive injury owing to 
internal disorders, yot ou the ratification of the convention we would in future not put 
forward claims for compensation for acts of ordinary damage. 'This was explained to 
the Foreign Office in India Office letter dated the dth July, 1907 (register No. 3230). 
Also, though sanction has been given to offer the inducement to the Persian Government 
of allowing an advance payment up to 10,0001, on account of the rental of the Central 
Persia line (see papers under register No. 4180 of December 1908), the original 
convention was obtained without bringing forward this offer. Perhaps if the Medjliss 
rojects the original convention as it stands, these further inducements to pass it might 
bring about a successful result. 

4. Should, however, the Medjliss prove unyielding, the only course appears to be 
to bring forward the alternative couvention as drafted by Mr. Barker, but, Lehould aay, 
modified to the extent suggested by me in paragraph 2 of this memorandum, 

HA. KIRK. 



































(10567) No. 444. 
India Office to Foreign O,fice—(Received March 29.) 


Sir, India Office, March 26, 1910, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 22nd instant on the subject of the proposals made by the Persian 
Government to the Imperial Bank of Persia for the conversion of their debts to that 
institution. 

{a703) 84 
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‘The telegram enclosed in your letter is not altogether clear, especially as regards 
the second alternative. But as far as Viscount Morley is able to judge there seems. no 
reason for objecting on financial grounds to either proposal, provided that the prior 
lien of the British Government on the customs of the Gulf ports is preserved. 

Tt does not appear whether the scheme for repayment of the Russian loans is part 
of the second alternative or is common to both. If the former be the ease, then the 
first alternative appears preferable from the political point of view; since, with the 
Persian Government's debt to Russia would disappear the power which the Htussian 
Government at. present possess of vetoing any loan from a third party. But perhaps 
the chanco of the Persian Government's being able to float a bond fide 
the purpose of paying their debts to Russia is so remote that this point n 
taken into consideration. 

In connection with these proposals, Lord Morley trusts that the desirability of 
taking steps to ensure more regular payment of the interest and sinking fund of His 
Majesty's Government’s loans will not be overlooked when a suitable occasion arises, 
It will bo remembered that this question was postponed by Sir E, Grey's telegram 
No. 112, dated the 26th March, 1909, to Sir G. Barclay. 














Tam, &. 
E. S, MONTAGU, 





{10730} No. 445, 
The Moslem Brotherhood of Progress to Foreign Ofice. 





(Received March 29.)} 





Sir, 2, Fenchurch Avenue, London, March 24, 
I HAVE the honour to forw: 


carried at a meeting. of the Mos 
tho 28rd instant, at 8 
countries and shudes of rel 


910, 
d a copy of the resolution which was unanimous 
m Brotherhood of Progress, held at the Caxton Hall 
» which was largely attended, and represented various 
nus beliefs and political op 
Thave, &e. 

SYED ABDUL MAJID, President. 


———— 





















Enclosure in No, 44, 





Resolution adopted by the Moslem Brotherhood of Progress on March 23, 1910. 





Resolution I, 






‘ ‘That we, the most loyal subjects of His Imperial Majesty, regard 
with grave apprehension the Russian occupation of Tabreez, Kazvin, and other parts of 
Persia, and consider it as a wrong to Persia and a menace to India’ view the Russian 
romises of evacuation with sincere mistrust, and beg. I 
lovernni 


















" 
wupported by Dr. Sussheim, M. T, Kaderbhoy, Esq, and Aga Jelal Shab, Esq. 


Carried unanimously. 











SYED ABDUL MAJID, President. 








[10745] No. 116. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received March 29.) 
(No. 134) 


(Telegraphic,) R. Telvran, March 29, 















IN view of approaching expiration of railway embargo and of Po 
ment’s delay in replying to our conditions for joint advance, I venture to 
we should lose no time in addressing to Persian ut note containing 


declaration of our policy in regard to railways 








eof condition 4. 1 
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would recommend also a similar declaration of policy in last sentence of condition 3, 
but this is not so urgent, and before making it we might await Persian Government's 
answer to our conditions, for which we are now pressing. 

My Rassian colleague is telegraphing in same sense. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





[10743] No. 447. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 29.) 
(No. 112. 
(Telegraphic.) _P. es 
INTERVENTION of Germany in Persian affairs, 
Last night Thad an opportunity of exchanging a few words with the German 
Ambassador on the subject of Persia, Connt de Pourtalds said that the special position 
in Persia of Russia and England was recognised by his Government, and that he 
thought that Germany had no intention of asking for railway concessions in Persia, 
At the same time Germany did wish to secure equality of opportunity for enterprises 
and the open door, Persia was an independent country, and Germany was desirous 
that it should not be placed in the same position as that in which Morocco had formerly 
been. [pointed out that the case of Persia was quite distinct from that of Morocco. 
No Madrid Convention existed in the ease of Persia, ‘The two Powers were quite 
ready to hold to the policy of the open door, but the geographical position of Persia 
and the serious condition of anarchy prevailing there at present made, it absolutely 
necessary for Great Britain and Russia to take eare that Persia did not give concessions 
which could injuriously affect. their political or strategical interests, Large sums of 
money had been lent to Persia by both Russia and ourselves, and the effort to. kee 
the machine going in some way or another had cost the two Powers much trouble and 
ety. Very grave responsibilities, moreover, were entailed by our respec 
munt de Pourtalds alluded to the presence of Russian troops. in Persian 
‘said that a report had reached him to the effect that Russia inte 
forces there by 1,000 men, I said that I did not. believe this ney also 
referred to thi Lake Urumia navigation concession, which he styled a “monopoly.” 
Earlier in the evening M. Isvolsky had told’ me that ho’ had received fiom the 
Russian chargé d'affaires at Berlin a warning that the German reply to the Russian 
communication as to railway concessions would not be a very satistuctory one. I willl 
tell M. Isvolsky, whom Iam to see to-day, of 1 ersation with Count de Pourtalts, 
aud will endeavour to ascertain more exactly what the Russian chargé d'affaires ut 
Berlin has reported to him. 





St. Petersburgh, March 29, 1910. 






























































{10744) No. 448. 


Sir A, Nicoleon to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 





P. 





and that at any moment a concession 
M. de Schoen said that if Russia were willing to 
swas quite ready. 

to avoid the possibility of any 
erman Ambassador here. He th 





for i railway 
renew ni 


ight be granted. 
ns, he, on his 















esty’s Govern 
be presimed that the negotiations willl not be 
If is leaving St. Petersburgh to-morrow, and will be absent fi 
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month, I remarked to M, Isvolsky that of course it was not his intention to discuss 
Persian affairs generally, or any matiers relating to the Anglo-Russian Convention, with 
Germany d deuce, though it was of course open to him to discuss affairs in the Russian 
sphere of influence and the question of the Bagdad Railway. He said that he quite 
understood this. M. Isvolsky then went on to say that what alarmed him was the 
possibility of Germany being able to show that she had in fact already acquired a 
Fallvay conceasion. ‘Lo my enquiry an to whether ‘he would. ee, any ‘objection to 
making strong representations to Persia, warning her to use caution in tig 
concessions, M. Isvolsky replied that in his opinion it would be wiser to wait. He adi 
that the Medjliss seemed to be the predominating factor in Persia at present, that it was 
an inperaonal body, and that therdore there wee relly no responsible person in the 
country with whom to deal 





{10400} 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No, 149.) 
(Peleggaphio,) P. Foreign Ofiee, March 29, 1910. 

INTERNATIONAL Syndicate and Persia, 

‘The mention of zones is; 1 agree, undesirable. 

Further, it would be well to word the last sentence of the second condition thus: 
“By which Bugland’s and Russia's political and strategic interests might be adversely 

id." 
Please refer to your telegram No. 111 of the 27th March. 





(10402) No. 450. 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sin, Foreign Office, March 29, 1910, 
LAM directed by vard Gre it 10 you herewith copy of 
f telegram from His Majest o the proposed construction. 
by the Persian Government of a telegraph line from Kuh to Seistan,® and 
to state that he will bo glad to at Viseount "s early convenience an 
oxpression of his views on Sir G, Barclay's suguestion that ial as well as other 
assistance should be offered for the work on condition that the line should be under the 
control of the Indo-European Telegraph Department. 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[10843] No. 451. 


nfo 115) 7 As Nioleon to Sir Bincard Grey—(Weeeieed March 30.) 
(No, 115, 
(Mogretiiey , St. Petersburgh, March 30, 1910. 

PERSIAN finances and concessions in Persia, 

Your telogram No. 149 of the 20th Mare! 

Nour proposed matilication of the wording of the lat sentence of condition No. 2 

wd by M. Isvolsky, His Excellency presumes that the first sentence of this 
and the whole of condition No. 1 are to remain as proposed by him. 

His version of the last sentence of condition No. 2, from the words “en outre" 
down to “souffrir que des concessions,” would stand as it is, while the sentence would 
conclude, “qui pourraient porter pi F politiques et stratégiques 
fussent données 4 des étrangers.” I gather that to omit not only the allusion to 
zones, but also the specification of the character of the concessions. 

Would it not be better to read political or strategic rather than political and 
strategic ? 

* Sir, Barclay, No. 188, Telegraphic March 28,1910, 
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Am J authorised to tell M, Isvolsky that a reply could now be sent to the Persian 
Government's note as to the international syndicate, in which the two representatives 
might state that their Governments have no objection to Persia concluding a loan 
elsewhere so long as conditions 1 and 2 are observed ? 

M. Poklewski has telegraphed to M, Isvolsky in practically the same senso as 
Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 134. laky 1s fully alive t the importance of 
conimunicating to the Persian Government at the earliest possible date a declaration of 
‘our policy with regard to railway and other concessions. 

The proposed reply as to the international syndicate gives a sufficiently clear 
statement of our policy in this respect, and the two representatives could send it in 
without delay, keeping quite distinct the question of the conditions attached to our 
advance, which could be considered Inter on, when a reply has been received from the 
Persian Government to their note. Does this mode of procedure meet with your 
approval? 





{io906) No, 452. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay, 
Foreign Office, March 30, 1910. 


the company, the 
with this land, 

If this information is accurate, the khans’ representatives should be told that it is 
above all important that no hindrance should be placed in the way of the company's 
work, and you should urge them to aecopt runsonable compensation, 





(10400) No. 453. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir @. Barclay, 


P. Foreign Ofice, March 30, 1910, 
NATIONAL Syndicate and Persia, 


rofor to St. Petersburgh telegram of the 27th March, No. 111, 
Please furnish me with your views by telegram. 


rT 
(10567) No, 454 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No, 150.) 
(ekraphic) Be “oreign Orfice, March 30, 1910. 
CONVERSION of debts of Persian Government to Imperial Bank. 
Please inform M. Isvolsky of the following 
‘The Persian Government have offered to convert their debts to Imperial Bank into 
x loan at 6 per cent. interest, ‘The debts are to be amalgamated; tho security is 
n as at present ; and the whole loan is to be repaid in 90 years, both capital 
repayment being made in instalments, ‘The Persian Government is 
ie option of paying off the loan at the end of three years. 
We have no power of control over the bank; and. wo can handly therefore refuse 
‘our assent, especially as there appears to be no valid objection to the scheme, 





(1704) 





[10745] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 152.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Ofice, March 30, 1910. 

RAILWAY concessions in Persia, 

L hope that M. Isvolsky’s locum fenens will consent to a communication to the 
Persian Gov in the sense proposed by Sir G. Barclay in his telegram of 
the 29th Murch, No, 134, and also by M, Poklewski. I am anxious that such a 
eotmutication should be made nt ons, and’ you should wnge this on the Rusian 
Jovernment. 





[10832] No. 456. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir P. Bertie. 
(No, 150.) 
f Foreign Ofice, March 30, 1910. 

‘THE Kyoneh chargé allaires informed Mr. Mallet on tho 25th instant that the 
French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh had heard that the German Government were 
intervening in Persia and had adopted a very aggressive attitude, not only with regard 
to the French assistants in the Persian Ministry of Finance, but with regard to 
railways also, 

M, Mallet informed M, Daeschner that the communication made to me by the 
German Ambassador hore had been of a comparatively mild nature and was more. of 
‘an cuquiry than a protest, hut that that addressed to the Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs by tho Gorman Ambassador at St. Petersburgh had been stiffer in tou 

Mr, Mallet added that, as 
ment would be quite satisfied with oflic ality and would raise no 
difliculties, but that they would have to insist on the conditions which t 
down as regards railway construction, of the general terms of which he informed 
ML, Daeschn 

Tam, 


GREY. 


(9891) No. 457. 


Foreign Ogiee to Messrs, Crump & Son. 


Genth 

WITH reference to my letter of the 22: 
Khan of some carpets. belonging to Mesars, Ni 
dirwoted by ry Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a despatch 
from, tis” Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersbirgh, reporting that that firm have 
supplied him With a list of the carpets stolen and supposed still to be fn the possessi 
of that chief, and that they have given some explanation of the contents of this list, 
but have made no request’ for any action on the part of His Mujesty’s Embassy. 

In viow of the statement contained in the last paragraph of iny letter referred to, 
to the oil ents wih to put forward claim for the recovery of ‘thet 
property in the Russian courts of law, they should forward it to this Office 
Inuication to the Russian Government through His Majesty's Embassy at St. 
burgh, 1 am to enquire whether they wish Sir A, Nicolson to take any action in the matter, 
or whethor the letter and list sent to his Excellency was merely for his information, 
and Messrs, Castelli have already approached the Russian police authorities di 
the subject 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(10862) ~ No, 458. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 31.) 


No. 159.) 
& y St. Petersburgh, March 26, 1910. 
the honour to transmit herewith copies of a, letter which T addressed to 
A Tavolsky on the 24th instant and also of his Excellency’s reply, received to-lay, on 
the subject of the answer to be given to the Persian Government respecting the offer 
made to them by the International Syndicate. 
T have, &e, 
‘A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 458, 
Sir A. Nicolson to M. Tsvolsky. 


‘Mon cher Ministre, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 11 (24) mars, 1910, 
VOUS avez sans doute regu de M. Poklewsky les réponses trés peu satisfaisantes 
du Gouvernement persan aux notes que nos deux représontants lui ont adresséos. an 
sujet de lavance qu'il pensait procurer d'un syndicat international, 
Sir G. Barclay est d’avis qu'on pourrait faire expliquer au Gouvernement persan 
‘ila mmanqué & ses engagements financiers vis-l-vis des deux Gouvernements 
avertir le Cabinet persan que s'il persiste  hypothéquer les revenus 
du pays & un tiers il va. s’exposer au risque d'une demande non seulement pour 
Je piicment des arriérés d’intéréts, mais aussi pour le remboursoment do la dette 
flotta 
Sir E. Groy me télégraphie que si vous Gtes d'accord il propose d’autoriser 
Sir G. Barclay de transimettre une réponse au Gouvernement persan dans le sen 
susindiqué, Je yous serais trés reconnaissant si yous vouliez bien me faire savoir vos 
vues i ce su 
Votro sincdrement dévous, 
‘A. NICOLSON, 


Enclosure 2 in Ni 
M, Isvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson, 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, aint-Pitersbourg, lo 12 (25) mare, 1910, 
‘AL en offet regu de M. Poklowsky un télégramme mo communiquant Ie contenu 

de la réponse persane aux notes que les deux Ministres avaiont adressées au Clouverne- 
ment du Schalt pour protester contre la conclusion d'un emprunt par Ventremiso d’un 
syndicat international. M, Poklewsky constato que le Gouvernement persan insiste 
sur son droit d'entrer en pourparlers avec le dit ayndicat, Notre Ministre pense quo 
Je Gouvernement du Schal tient & interpréter notre droit de veto d'ano maniere 
restrictive: il propose d'expliquer an Gouvernement. persan la portée exacte de nos 
droits et de lui faire comprendre que si les intéréts et Yamortissoment des dettes 
conclues a la Banque russe ne sont pas payés, nous nous vertons foreés de réclamer 
des garanties supplémentaires, co qui priverait Ja Perse do la possibilité d'obtenir 
contre ces garanties de nouvelles sommes argent, 

Je crois que dans tous les cas nous ferions bien de ne pas poser la question de 

‘ire & donner lieu aux Persans de prétendre que nous Jeur enlovons toute 
possibilité de conclure un emprunt queleonque en dehors de la Russie et de Angleterre, 
tar coci leur dounerait le droit d'exiger que nous lour procurions Vargent névessaire 
d'une fagon ou d’ane autre et nous imposerait ainsi une obligation fort embarrassante, 
TL faut aussi prendre en considération que les Puissances tierees pourraient envisager 
comme une atteinte & leurs droits 16g cnse absolue a la Perse emprunter 
de Vargent autre part. Peutétre vandrait-il mieux déclarer au Gouyernen 
Schah que la Russie et l'Angleterre n'ont pas objections & ce qu'un emprunt soit 
conclu ailleurs, mais aux conditions suivantes :— 


1, Les revenus douaniers et les autres sources de revenus affectés aux services des 
emprunts conclus en Russie et en Angleterre ne peuvent en aucun cas servir do 
garanties 4 de nouveaux emprunts. 
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2, Toutes les obligations financitres contractées par Ia Perse en Russie et en 
Angleterre, la dette flottante y comprise, doivent étre revétues de la forme d'un 
engagemont régulier, qui préciserait une annuité fixe de la somme des intéréts et de 
Pamortissement, ainsi que les sourees de revenus qui serviraient de garantie 4 cet 
engagement. En outro, la Perse devrait dtre avertie de ce que, tout en n'entravent 
auennement la liberté d'entreprises purement commorciales d'autres trangers en Perse, 
Ta Russie et VAngleterre, ainsi que cela a été porté A la connaissance de quelques 
autres Cabinets, no pourraient en aucun cas soulfrir que des concessions ayant ‘ine 
importance politique ou stratégique, telles que les concessions de chem 
de routes, do télégraphes, de navigation sur le Lac d’Ourmiah, &e,, fussent 4 
des étrangers dans les zones d'influence respectives, 





5 de fer, 
lonnées & 


Tl mo semble que nous pourrions obtenir ainsi les résultats voulus tout en évitant 
Jes inconvénients dont j'ai parlé plus haut. 


Je vous serais fort reconnaissant de bien vouloir me faire savoir, dans un délai 
‘ussi rapproché que possible, Yopinion du Cabinet de Londres A eo sujet, 
Votre sinedrement dévoué, 
ISVOLSKY, 








(10850) No. 459, 


Sir P, Bertie to Sir Bdteard Grey —(Reeeived March 31.) 
No, 137,) 
i Paris, March 29, 1910, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 132 of yesterday's dato, T have the Monony to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a letter which hus been reeeived from Prince Bahram, 

have, &e, 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 

ee 





Snelosure in No, 4 





9, 


Prince Balam to British Embassy. 


[Prin 





fiterally.) 








Hp Hlysée Palace Hotel, Pi 
EIVED yesterday a telegram from my father telling th 
mossago from Persia that my mother in ‘Tehran have arranged with the Pecias 
Government for our three villages seized by the Governor of Ispahan, und 30, you can 
toll to his Hxcellency the Ambassador that the protection dosired x uot for tis mation 
and you will not have any difficulties for us, as the only matter was this question, sed 
this jestion is finished, so you may write to the Foreign Offic, that they doesn't [se] 
think the protection asked is for this matter; the protection is for the future, and Thepe 
they won't refuse, 





March 29, 1910, 
has received a 




















Yours very sincerely, 
BATIRAM, 








[10938) No. 460, 


Board of Trade to Foreign Ofice—(Received March 31.) 
Sir, Board of Trade, March 30, 1910. 
TAM directed by the Board of Trade to advert to your lottor of the 12th March, 
in which you ask to. bo furnished with confidential information respecting the 
Composition and financial standing of the International Oriental Syndicate (Limited 

In reply, 1 am to state, for Sir E. Grey’s information, that this syndicate has been 
registered at Somerset House as a py «d Tam to transmit to you 
herewith a statement, marked (A), compiled from the records available at that office, from 
which it appears that the syndicate has been formed for dealing with concessions: 

Te will be observed that the syndicate’s capital is at present little ore than 







































nominal, but the Board presume that this capital would be increased as soon a8 a 
concession could be obtained requiting money to handle. oo en 

A statement, marked (B), is also enclosed, containing certain information with 
regard to those of the directors of the syndicate whose names appear in the “ Directory 
of Directors,” from which it appears that at least three of these persons are men of 

financial position. . 
oe eat adi tarda Band eal require some information as to the business 
connections and addresses of Messrs. Woolf and Osborne before they could undertake 
any investigation into their financial position. 













Tam, &. 
GEO. J. STANLEY, 








Enclosure 1 in No, 460, 





Statement respecting the International Oriental Syndicate, 


(A) 
Registered as a private limited on the 26th October, 1909. 
Members limited to fifty. 


Objects: To acquire land, oil, gold and silver and other metal concessions, and to 
prospect for minerals, &e, 
Nominal capital, 2,0001., divided into forty ordinary shares of 501, 
Paid-up ditto, 1,001, i-c., twenty fully paid shares, 
Directors :— 
*W. Emden, 2, Lancaster Place, Strand (three shares). 
R. Mitchell, 16, Watling Street, B.C., merchant (four shares), 
F. Mack, 15, Angel Court, E.C!, merchant (one share). 
*A. C. C, Schultz, 2, Commercial Strect, Leith, merchant (2 shares), 
Joseph Woolf, 119, Piccadilly, W., gentleman (3 shares). 
*M. Lambert, 20, Linden Gardens, W, 
Other shareholders are :-— 
H. S. Stoneliam, Stock Exchange, broker (one share). 
R. M. Mitchell, Richmond, S.W., merchant (one share). 
J, Galloway, Murrayfield, Midlothian, gentleman (one share), 
¥. McDonald, Catford, 8.E2, gentleman (four shares). 
Fred. Kerr, Mimbridge, near Woking, gentleman (four shares), 


























Enclosure 2 in No. 460, 


Statement respecting Directors of the International Oriental Syndicate, 


(B.) 
W. Emden is director of : 
Alliance Land and Dwellings Company (Limited), (chairman), 
Authorised capital, 350,001, 
Dover Property and Investment Trust Company (Limited), (chairman). 
Dover Engineering Company (Limited), 
Baltic Steel Works [J. 
‘A. ©. C. Schultz is director of -— 
Brazilian Goldfields (Limited). 
Authorised capital, 160,001, 1 
London Scottish Investinent Trust (Limited). 
A. Schultz and Company (Limited), Leith, shipbrokers. 
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Mortan Lambert is director of — 
Ancobra Exploration and Dredging Company (Limited). 
Authorised capital, 100,0000. 
Sekondi and ‘Tarkwa Company (Limited). 
Authorised capital, 200,000, 
Welgedacht Exploration Company (Limited), (London Committee). 
‘Authorised capital, 250,000, Chairman, William McCallum. 


‘The names of the other members of the board of the International Oriental 
Syndicate do not appear in the Directory of Directors.” 





(10928) No. 461. 
Messrs. Crump and Son to Foreign O,ice—(Received March 31.) 


Sir, 17, Leadenhall Street, London, Marchi 80, 1910. 
CASTELLI Carpets : Referring to your letter to us of the 22nd ultimo, we now 
enclose a copy of the invoice for our clients’ carpets * Our clients inform us that some 
of theso earpats would be marked with their name, but that in the ease of others this 
would not be so. 
Mr. J. Castelli, who is at present at Tehran, writes his firm that the British 
had not up to the Sth instant recoived any instructions to assist him in 
preaing our lions claim on the Persian Government, We understood that instructions 
hadl been sent. to that effect, bit if this is not the ease, we trust that you will see your 
way to instruct His Majesty's Minister to exercise the strongest possible pressure to 
bring about « satisfactory settlement of the claim, If you think that any useful purpose 
will be served by telegraphing His Majesty's Minister at Tebran, we shall be glad if 
you will do so at our clients’ expense, 
Thave, &e, 
WILLIAM A, CRUMP axp SON. 





[109781 No. 462, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edieard Grey—(Received March 31.) 

(No. 116) 
(Pelogeaphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, March 31, 1910. 

GERMANY and Persia 

‘On the 20th March Count Pourtalts called on M. Isvolsky, whose departure from 
St. Petorsburgh is being postponed for a few days, owing to the illness of his son. 
‘The language held by his Excellency to M. Isvolsky was r to that held to 
M. Schebeko by Baron von Schoen, reported by mo in my telegram No. 113 of the 
20th instant, although Count Pourtalts told M. Isvolsky that lie had not received 
instructions from his Gov: 1 omitted to report that the German Ambassador 
had expressed to me his doubts as to whether the selection of assistants in the Persian 
financial department from the subjects of small Powers would satisfy the German 
Government; and his Excellency has now said the same thing to M. Isvolsky, and also 
spoken on the question of concessions with special emphasis, maintaining’ that the 
hands of y were perf e. He indicated at the same time that 

cht be modified if she secured some compensation in return, and 

that she might be willing to conclude a bars 

A yritten reply has not yet heen received by M. Isvolsky from the German 
Govornmont to his last communication, but his Excellency observed that there seemed 
to be an increasing vigour in the tone of the language employed by them. 





* Not printed 


[10922] No. 461%, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey—(Reecived March 31.) 
(No. 135, 


egraphic.) P. Tehran, March 31, 1910, 
reo eentiation of my talogram No, 195 of tho PTst Maral I have tho Honour to 
state that a roport of the submission of Karib Khan has reached His Majesty’s congul- 
general at Ispahan, 


{10980} No. 461}. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Recoived March 31.) 
(No. 136.) . 
(Kelegraphic.) P. Pohwan, March 31, 1910. 
cee RASE refer to Si A. Nicolo telogram No. 111 of the 27th March, © 
If I can assume that the merging of the Russian and Pnglish debts is not 

contemplated! in the first’ sentence of condition 2 (the passage has beon slightly 
mutilated in transmission), I should prefer Russian proposal to. that contained in my 

n No. 126 of the 23rd March. It is probably as good a block to outside loans 

possible to have in default of an invocation of article 14 of Russian loan 
contract which Russian Government have apparently renounced, 



























29. 





[10752] No. 463. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 82.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 31, 1910. 


‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Have you heard anythin; 


which will confirm reports in communication made by 
Russian Embassy as follows = 








Russian consuls at Urumia and Tabreez report that a Turkish force passed through 
Urumia on the 17th and 18th instant, and occupied the western shore of Urumia Lake in 
the Dalsk district. There is also a question of an advance towards the lake through Khoi, 
Salmas, and Urumia. Urumia itself will shortly be occupied, and besides a consular 
escort, there are already fifty Turkish cavalry in the town. 

Duties are levied on all goods at Baranduz and Jebelkend, where customs-houses 
have been established, and the whole of the Urumia district is being taxed by the 
Turks, Kurdish igands, instigated by Turks, are rendering communication between 
Urumia and Tabreez dangerous. 

‘The ‘lurks have increased their force in the district by 400 infantry and 500 
cavalry, according to latest information. 











[10843] No. 464. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 84.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, March 31, 1910. 


INTERNATIONAL syndicate and Persia, 
You may now act in accordance with my telegram No. 155 of to-day to 
St. Petersburgh. 





[10843] No. 465. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 





(No. 155, 
ee hia ) P. Foreign Office, March 31, 1910. 
INTERNATIONAL syndica 
See your telegram No. 11 
Your suggestion that “political and strategical ” should be altered to “political or 
strategical ” has my approval, and I also agree that we Should omit specification of 
character o! 
His Majesty's representative at Tehran is being instructed to concert with his 
an colleague in making proposed reply, and you may telegraph Minister for 
Foreign Affairs that we are satisfied with it. 























(11445) No. 466. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 
(No. 80.) 
r, Foreign Office, March 31, 1910. 

I OBSERVED to the German chargé d'affaires to-day that, though I was not 
speaking officially, or with the object of bringing forward anything for discussion, I 
had been reflecting upon what Count Metternich had said to me as to the non-renewal 
of the discussions started by Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg last autumn with regard to a 
gene 











a gement between England and Germany. 

A reduction in naval expenditure was, in our view, essential to any arrangement 
of this kind, and Count Metternich had reaflirmed the impossibility of altering the 
German Naval Law. An arrangement of this kind was, therefore, not possible at 
present; but it seemed to me that the key to smooth relations in many respects 
‘between the two countries might be found in a settlement of the Bagdad Railway 
question. ‘This had been suggested to me by the representations which Germany had 
recently made hore and in St Petersburgh respecting Persia. ‘The German Clovern- 
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ment did not wish to have a discussion of the Bagdad Railway d quatre; but we, on 
the other hand, though we might discuss the question separately, could not have a 
settlement except d quatre—i.e,, we could not have a settlement with Germany ourselves 
unless France and Russia also had a settlement with Germany. With regard to France, 
there was no difficulty. With regard to Russia and ourselves, perhaps a settlement 
might now be made which would include the Persian question. 

The German chargé d'affaires received this very sympathetically. He said that 
he had felt for some time that a frank discussion of Persian affairs, though in a none 
committal way, would be desirable to prevent the growth of a bad sentiment. Germany 
did not wish to be made to feel that a monopoly was being established against her in 
Porsia in favour of England, Russia, and eventually France. 

Told him that we were bound to watch very carefully our strategic and political 
interests, This would not be so necessary if Persia were a strong country, able to hold 
matters in her own hands; but, as she was so weak, we were obliged to guard against 
her giving away concessions which would injure us strategically or politically. On 
tho other hand, however, wo had no desire to exclude foreign commerce by establishing 
commercial monopoly. ‘There was a certain analogy between the situation in. Persia 
and tho situation in Morocco. The analogy was not exact, because in the case of 
Persia there was no convention of the nature of the Algeciras Act, But, still, a8 
Germany had boen able to come toa working arrangement commercially with France 
about Morocco, I did not seo why she should not got on in a similar way with Rus 
and ourselves bout Persia. 

‘Tho Corman chargé d'affaires remarked that he had known something of Moroceo 
when ho was there, and, in his opinion, there need have been no trouble had it not been 
for the had sentiment which was aroused some time ago. He saw no reason why an 
Arrangement should not be come to with regard to Persia, and why tho arrangement 
should not bo satisfactory to our position in the Persian Gulf. He understood that we 
hhad considered our position in the Gulf to be prejudiced by the Bagdad Railway 
project, 

1 said that a great deal of Indian and othor British trade went to the Gulf; for 
generations we had done all the work there, and the Lynch concession had control over 
one of the moans of communication into Mesopotamia, Control over means of come 

ion had much to do with the How of trate, and. if the railway were made down 
to the Gulf and irrigation took placo in Mesopotamia, the means of communication now 
in our hauds would be entirely suporseded. It was in this senso that our position im 
the Gulf was at stake, So far as the northern sections of the railway were concerned, 
Germany was not displacing anything of ours; but, if Germany had control over the 
southern section, sho would be displacing, our vested interests, 

‘Tho chargé daffairos told mo that it was believed to be our view that, oven it 
Germany did give us control over the southern section, 
for which wo owed anything to Germany: 

T pointed, out that the investment of British capital in the completion of the line 
would be a quid pro quo, and so would be our consent to the + per cent. increase of the 
‘Turkish customs dues, which would help the ‘Turks to find the money for the other 
sections of the rail 

‘Tho chargé d'affaires dwelt upon the difficulty which his Government experienced 
owing to the pan-Gorinan feeling, ‘This fecling’ mado it hard for them to uppear to 
make concessions without, getting substantial considerations in return. At tho sane 
time, ho did not think this was a reason for not preparing the way for a settlement, 

said my reflections had | ch infhionced. by the improssion made teen me 


his would not be a concession 


of @ good. Aispontion and « gonnine desiro to smooth matters on the part of Herr yon 


Bothmann-Hollweg, and I would add of Herr von Schoen also. 


Tam, &o, 
E. GREY, 





(5618) No. 467. 


‘oteiyn Office to India Ofice. 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 31, 1910. 
TAM directed by Secrotary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th ultimo, relative to tho further assurances which the Sheikh of 
Moliainmerah desires to receive from His Majesty's Government, 


281 


Tam to inform you in reply that, in view of the considerations adduced by 
Viscount Morley, Sir E. Grey concurs in the view that the concession involved in the 
mention, in the communication to be made to the sheikh, of a definite period during 
whieh the asurances should old good’ may be kept in reserve for tho present, 

‘As regards the question of protecting the sheikh from foreign aggression, Tam 
to state that the proposal to substitute for the form of words suggested in my letter of 
the 3st ultimo that made use of in the agreement between His Majesty's Government and 
the Ameer of Afghanistan has received careful conrideration in thie department, in 
consultation with His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, 5 

Tam to state that the carlin formuls vas adopted, after long rlexion and 
exhaustive discussion of the question with Major Cox, because it appeared to be such 
as would convince the sheikh of the honest intention’ of His Majesty's Government to 
do their best to safeguard him, as far as they possibly can, having regard to the 
state of local and genoral polities at the time, while not committing them in all 
circumstances to intervention by force of arms, i ’ 

Sheikh Khazal is, in Sir E. Grey's belief, well aware that circumstances might 
arise in which it would be impracticable to give him effective help, and could easily be 
made to understand that the assurance, while constituting a pledge of tho sincerity of 
the intention to afford him all tho ad which His Majesty's Governmont havo it in thir 

rer to lond, is yet given with that qualification, : 
os Re ee a ca that tho form of words used {a thal agreement it the 
Ameer would fail to satisfy the sheikh, but, on the contrary, would rather tend to excite 
his apprehensions, and that, rather than’ offer it to him, it would be preferable to 
endeavour to avoid the question till it is again pressed by him, ‘ 

In view of the above considerations, in the cozency of which Major Cox entirely 
concurs, Iam to express the hope that Lord Morley may see his way to withdraw the 
objections which he has raised to the adoption of the formula proposed in my letter 
above referred to, ith s en 

in order, however, to removo all possibility of anisunderstanding on the sheikh’s 

art of the nature and scope of the assurances, Sir E, Groy would suggest that Major 
xx should receive instructions, when communicating to his Excellency tho assurances 
in writing, to convey to him at the same time a verbal. intimation that, while His 
Majesty's Government are perfectly sincore in their intentions towards him and havo 
therefore given him these assurances, yet circumstances might arise in which it would 
be impossible for thom to intervene by force on his behalf, Tn such a caso ho: would 

of course, receive the strongest diplomatic support. Major Cox would record 
writing the substance of the conversation in the course of which this intimation was 

made to the sheikh. 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLE, 





{10906} No. 468. 
Foreign Office to Mr. C. Greenway, 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 31, 1910, 

IN the course of visit which you paid to this office on the 29th instant, yo 
stated that, the Bakhtiari: khans ha inded extortionate compensation from 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company for the cultivated land required by the latter for their pipe 
line and works, and that they threaten to stop the operations of the company's 
workinen unless these demands are satisfied, and asked that a telegram might be sent 
to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, instructing him to urge on the. khans’ representa 
tives that reasonable compensation should be accepted, and to insist that the company's 
work should on no account be interfered with, i 

Tum directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, in accordance 
with your wish, he addressed a telegram to Sir G. Barclay on the 90th instant, directing 
him, should the facts be as Bearer to take the steps alluded % Nae 

am, 
W. LANGLEY. 





